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LETTER  11. 

THURSDAY,  4th  September,  continued, 

OU  R baggage  was  placed  upon  the  camels, 
and  we  took  our  leave  of  feveral  people  who 
had  been  civil  to  us  i particularly  the  quondam 
hakeem,  in  whofe  behalf  we  had  ineffeftually  ex- 
erted ourfelves  with  the  fhaik.  At  nine  o’clock 
we  mounted  our  beafts,  with  the  fame  number  of 
attendants  as  when  we  left  Cohre  : an  Arab  re- 
lated to  Abdul  Ruflar,  fupplying  the  place  of  the 
Indian  Fakeer.  We  directed  our  way  towards  the 
fireat  mofque  by  which  we  entered  the  city,  where 
VoL.  II.  B we 
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we  are  to  take  up  our  water;  accompanied  by  tfie 
hakeem  and  a party  of  horfe,  who  paid  us  this  com- 
pliment by  the  order  of  the  fliaik. 

When  we  came  to  the‘watering-place  a new  mat- 
ter was  hatched,  more  fcandalous  than  any  they  had 
yet  attempted.  We  had  paid  for  fifteen  camels, 
and  given  a promilfory  note  for  the  hire  of  another. 
Now  it  was  that  fome  of  the  owners  of  the  camels, 
(of  which  there  are  three  befides  our  condu6lor) 
applied  for  three  additional  beafts,  under  pretence 
of  lightening  our  baggage,  which  tliey  did  not  con- 
ceive would  have  turned  out  fo  heavy.  Much  al- 
tercation now  enfued.  We  were  juflly  nettled  at 
a demand  which  had  all  the  appearance  of  an  im- 
pofition ; and  loudly  called  upon  the  hakeem  to 
take  us  back  to  his  houfe.  We  threatened  to  ac- 
quaint the  fliaik  in  the  morning  with  their  ill  ufage. 
Nay,  we  even  pretended  to  have  changed  our  minds 
touching  the  route  ; and  declared  that  we  would  ra- 
ther hazard  ourfelves  on  the  river,  than  among  peo- 
ple, who  prefumed  to  treat  us  in  this  manner.  This 
refolution  feemed  to  alarm  them.  They  prevailed 
upon  the  hakeem  to  vouch  for  their  honefly.  T hey 
declared  that  the  propofal  was  meant  purely  for  our 
interefl:.  To  prevent  our  baggage  from  being  left 
among  the  mountains,  and  to  fecure  our  lives  in 
cafe  of  an  attack,  it  was  neceffary  for  us  to  travel 
with  light  camels.  That  we  knew  not  the  arduous 
undertaking  in  which  we  had  engaged ; or  we 
fhould  fcarcely  hefitate  to  confult  the  only  means, 
.TO  fmoothe  the  difficulties  before  us.  Their  appli- 
cation 
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cation  had  indeed  been  too  late.  But  to  demon- 
ftrate  their  fmcerity,  they  were  content  to  be  at  half 
of  the  expence,  rather  than  be  in  want  of  the  ca- 
mels ; and  to  take  our  note  for  the  fifteen  dollars, 
payable  at  Cairo.  The  candor  of  this  offer  recon- 
ciled us  to  the  expence  and  we  had  experienced 
too  many  delays  to  contend  any  further  about  it. 
One  of  the  owners  returned  to  the  city  to  colledt 
the  additional  camels,  and  bring  them  after  us.  At 
eleven  o’clock  we  moved  on,  and  were  ftill  accom- 
panied by  the  hakeem,  whom  wc  ftrongly  fufpefted 
to  be  concerned  in  the  laft  manoeuvre  of  the  ca- 
mels. He  preceded  us  for  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  on  the  road  j when  the  troop  faced  fuddenly 
round,  and,  after  paying  us  a complimentary  fa- 
lute,  went  off  at  a full  gallop  towards  the  town. 
We  continued  our  marcli  in  a chearful  mood,  and 
soino;  to  the  north,  foon  left  tfie  trees  and  the  river 
behind  us.  Our  way  lay  through  a ftony  and  un- 
even foil ; and  the  moon  is  too  young  to  affift  our 
camels  to  pick  out  their  road  by  night.  At  two 
o’clock  we  halted,  and  fpread  our  carpets  upon  a 
very  rugged  and  uncomfortable  place.  We  were 
three  hours  in  motion,  but  find  that  our  diflance 
from  Ghinnah  does  not  exceed  five  miles.  I have 
here  affixed  a map  of  Upper  Egypt,  where  the 
reader  is  prcfented  with  the  courfe  of  the  Nile,  and 
may  purfue  our  route  through  the  delarts  of  The- 
bais. 
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FRIDAY,  5th  September. 

I awoke  at  day-break  with  my  eyes  much  in- 
flamed and  difordered.  I have  felt  a weaknefs  in 
them  for  fome  time,  which  proceeded  from  a cold 
in  my  head  : and  after  fleeping  under  cover  for  this 
month  paft,  it  is  natural  that  the  night  air  fliould 
have  a bad  effedt  upon  my  eyes.  I dread  the  jour- 
ney a little  on  this  account,  and  fliall  not  be  fur- 
prized  to  have  a confirmed  humor  in  them  before 
our  arrival  at  Cairo.  We  are  prevented  going  for- 
ward, by  the  additional  camels  not  being  come  up. 
At  eight  o’clock  Hadgee  Uttalah  fet  off  for  Ghinna 
in  fearch  of  them,  and  was  accompanied  by  his 
fon.  As  this  movement  prefented  us  with  a prof- 
pedt  of  remaining  here  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
we  eredled  a kind  of  tent  with  a cloth  flretched 
over  our  baggage,  beneath  which  we  made  a fhift 
to  creep,  to  fhelter  us  from  the  fun.  But  we  had 
but  a difagreeable  time  of  it.  What  with  the  fuf- 
pence,  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  fome  fufpicions 
which  were  propagated  among  us,  of  the  honefty 
of  our  camel-drivers,  the  hours  paflTed  very  hea- 
vily. It  was  whifpered  to  us  by  Ibrahim,  that  thefe 
fellows  were  not  prepared  for  our  expedition  j and 
had  only  brought  us  out  here  to  deceive  the  fliaik, 
who  was  enraged  at  their  delay.  As  a proof  of 
this,  he  told  us  at  ten  o’clock  that  the  camels 
were  about  to  leave  us.  We  fallied  out  of  our 
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neft  on  this  alarm^  and  found  on  enquiry,  that  the 
camels  were  only  going  to  the  Nile,  to  fill  up  the 
flvins  with  water.  But  the  folly  of  Ibrahim  and  the 
reft  of  our  fervants,  was  very  near  being  produftive 
of  ferious  confequences.  They  were  of  opinion 
that  we  ought  to  return  with  the  camels  to  Ghin- 
nah,  and  to  apply  to  the  fhaik,  for  a more  trufty 
conduftor.  Never,  until  this  moment,  had  the 
notions  of  Ibrahim  deviated  fo  much  from  pro- 
priety. But  the  honefty  of  his  intentions  gave 
them  a weight,  which  I am  convinced  they  would 
not  otherwife  have  had ; and  it  was  actually  de- 
bated amongft  us,  whether  we  fhould  return  or 
not ! So  precipitate  and  ill-advifed  a ftep,  w'ould 
not  only  have  betrayed  our  unconquerable  jealoufy 
of  the  Arabs,  but  in  all  likelihood,  have  funk  us  in 
the  efteem  of  the  lliaik.  It  was  happily  over- 
ruled ; and  the  camels  v/ere  permitted  to  go  qui- 
etly on  their  neceffary  errand. 

At  two  o’clock  the  camels  returned ; and  on 
numbering  the  water-flcins,  we  found  tliem  to 
amount  to  thirty.  This  is  a great  ftore  ; but,  from 
our  former  experience,  may  prove  little  enough  for 
our  wants,  before  we  reach  the  next  watering-place. 
We  v/ould  not  break  upon  our  provifion,  as  our 
journey  was  not  commenced  ; and  made  a fliift 
therefore  to  dine  upon  dates  and  bread.  At  four 
o’clock  we  were  agreeably  ftruck  with  the  appear- 
ance of  Eladgee  Uttalah,  and  the  Arab  who  went 
laft  night  in  quell  of  the  camels.  They  brought 
but  two,  and  Iladt^ec  came  without  his  fon.  On 
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enquiring  into  the  reafon  of  this  diminution  of  our 
guard,  we  learn  that  die  fliaik  has  detained  the  fon, 
as  a pledge  for  the  fincerity  of  the  father.  We 
infer  from  this,  that  the  fhaik  was  not  pleafed  with 
our  delay  here ; and  has  therefore  exa6ted  this  new 
hoftage  from  our  condu6lor,  to  exprefs  his  dif- 
fatisfad:ion. 

Our  baggage  was  now  replaced  upon  the  ca- 
mels 3 but  a full  hour  was  loft  in  difputes  among 
the  owners,  touching  the  burdens  to  be  afiigned  to 
their  feveral  beafts.  Thefe  were,  however,  at  length 
adjufted  and  at  five  o’clock  in  the  evening,  we 
left  the  ground  with  eighteen  camels  in  company. 
Our  way  ftill  lay  through  a ftony  plain  and  about 
fun-fet  we  mounted  a craggy  hill,  from  whence  we 
were  agreeably  furprized  with  a fudden  view  of  the 
river  below.  The  land  continues  barren  until  with- 
in a mile  of  the  banks  ; on  which,  buried  in  a ro- 
mantic wood,  we  difcerned  the  buildings  of  Dun- 
darah,  a town  of  which  I have  before  fpoken*. 
The  want  of  population  can  be  the  only  reafon, 
that  a defart  ftiould  extend  itfelf  to  the  vicinity  of 
the  fineft  river  in  the  world.  And  to  the  genius  of 
a Mahometan  government,  muft  that  want  be  alone 
attributed.  As  we  defcended  the  hill,  we  loft  fight 

* According  to  the  learned  Dr.  Pococke,  there  is  a temple 
ofifis  in  good  prefervation  at  Dundarah,  but  no  remains  of 
that  of  Venus,  fo  much  celebrated  of  old.  The  peculiarity  of 
their  fituation,  prevented  the  author  and  his  companions  from 
indulging  their  curiofity  at  that,  or  any  other  place  in  the 
neighborhood. 
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of  the  wood  and  water;  and  miift  bid  adieu  for 
fomc  time,  to  fiich  a regalement  to  our  fenfes.  At 
feven  o’clock  we  halted  for  the  night.  The  Arabs 
tell  us,  that  the  roads  are  too  rugged  and  danger- 
ous to  travel  over  in  the  dark.  This  is  a mortifi- 
cation to  us  ; but  we  muft  put  up  with  having 
come  but  ten  miles  in  two  days,  which  is  our  pre- 
fent  diftance  from  Ghinnah.  Our  courfe  has,  Irow- 
ever,  been  northerly,  and  we  are  fo  far  in  our  route 
to  Cairo. 


SATURDAY,  6th  Sept£mber. 

At  half  pafl:  five  this  morning  we  refumed  our 
march.  My  eyes  are  ftill  bad,  and  I have  fuffered 
great  anguilli  from  them  on  the  road.  The  heat 
particularly  affefts  them,  though  I defend  them  as 
well  as  I can  from  the  fun.  As  we  went  along  we 
darted  feveral  deer  ; but  they  are  too  wild  to  ad- 
mit of  our  getting  a fhot  at  them.  The  road  dill 
continues  rugged,  and  we  afcended  feveral  hills, 
but  could  not  procure  another  peep  at  the  river. 
It  is  not  likely  that  we  are  fir  from  it  by  the  courfe 
we  keep,  though  it  will  behove  us  fhortly  to  main- 
tain a rcfpctlable  didance,  to  avoid  the  parties  of 
Ibrahim  Beg,  which  are  faid  to  hover  about  its 
neighborhood.  At  half  pad  eleven  we  halted  to 
the  eadward  of  a projedting  hill,  under  wliole 
friendly  fnade  we  ate  an  hearty  meal  of  bread  and 
meat.  Our  lad  dage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen 
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miles.  As  we  came  up  to  this  place,  we  difturbed 
a poor  deer,  that  had  fheltered  itfelf  here  from  the 
fun.  Thefe  animals  abound  in  this  defart ; and  as 
we  have  not  met  with,  or  even  heard  of,  any  wild 
beads,  or  venomous  creatures  in  our  peregrina- 
tions, I conclude  Egypt  to  be  free  of  them,  not- 
withftanding  the  fables  of  antiquity.  In  India  we 
confider  it  as  a thing  almoft  certain,  to  find  tygers 
near  an  herd  of  deer,  which  they  are  always  ob- 
ferved  to  follow  as  their  ufual  prey.  When  our 
dinner  was  ended,  we  laid  down  to  take  a nap. 
The  hour  was  inviting  thereto,  and  the  flay  we 
were  to  Inake  here,  admitting  of  the  fweets  of  re- 
pofe. 

When  I awoke  in  the  afternoon,  Hadgee  Utta- 
lah  perceived  my  eyes  to  be  much  inflamed,  and 
very  kindly  proffered  me  fome  relief.  The  Arabs 
generally  carry  a medicine  about  them,  for  the  cure 
of  a diforder  to  which  they  are  fo  fubjeft,  from  the 
duft  and  heat  which  incommode  their  country. 
Experience  muft  have  proved  the  efficacy  of  the 
medicine  and  I was  fo  remote  from  any  hopes  of 
affiftance,  that  I even  ventured  to  fubmit  my  eyes 
to  the  hands  of  this  quack.  The  medicine  is  of  a 
black  thick  confiftence,  and,  on  his  introducing  it 
with  an  inftrument  into  my  eyes,  occafioned  a mo- 
mentary fmart.  At  four  o’clock  we  purfued  our 
journey,  and  keeping  the  fame  direftion,  without 
varying  the  fcene,  at  feven  o’clock  we  reached  the 
foot  of  a prodigious  high  mountain,  which  we  can- 
not afcend  in  the  dark.  Here,  therefore,  we  too^c 
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up  our  abode  for  die  night.  The  lafl  ftage  was 
three  hours,  or  feven  miles,  lb  that  we  compute 
ourfelves  to  be  thirty-three  miles  from  Ghinnah. 
Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  N.  N.  E. 


SUNDAY,  yth  September. 

The  Arabs  have  a very  good  cuftom  of  drinking 
coffee,  before  they  leave  their  ground  in  a morn- 
ing. This  we  have  adopted,  and  find  it  much 
more  efficacious  in  taking  the  chill  off  the  ftomach, 
than  the  old  Englifli  prefcription  of  a dram,  witli 
which  we  are,  perhaps,  luckily  unprovided.  By  fix 
o’clock  we  had  accoutered  our  camels,  and,  leading 
them  in  our  hands,  began  to  afcend  the  mountain 
on  foot.  As  we  mounted  the  fteep,  we  frequently 
blefl  ourfelves  that  we  were  not  riding,  as  the  path 
was  fo  narrow,  the  leaft  falfe  flep  muff;  have  fent 
the  beaff;  down  the  bordering  precipice.  But  it 
muff:  be  confeffed,  that  the  camel  is  the  mofi:  fure- 
footed  of  all  beaffs  of  burden  ; nor  do  I recolledt 
in  this  fatiguing  march  from  fteep  to  fteep,  that  my 
camel  ftumbled  once.  We  v/ere  upwards  of  an 
hour  climbing  this  mountain,  and  on  the  top  found 
an  extenfive  plain.  But  the  profpeft  from  hence 
v/as  obftrucled  by  the  adjacent  heights,  which  in 
fome  places  overlooked  the  ground  we  were  upon. 
We  travelled  about  two  hours  on  this  mountain, 
where  we  found  a fenfible  difference  in  the  fliarp- 
nefs  of  the  atmofphcre,  and  at  nine  o’clock  began 
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to  defcend.  We  once  more  difmounted  our  ca- 
mels, which  we  had  rode  over  the  level  furface, 
and  hallened  down  the  declivity,  in  a third  of  the 
time  which  we  took  to  go  up.  The  path  winded 
round  the  fide  of  the  mountain,  and  to  our  left  an 
horrid  chafm,  fome  hundred  fathoms  deep,  pre- 
fented  itfelf  to  our  view.  It  is  furprizing  no  acci- 
dent befel  the  loaded  camels,  whofe  harnefs  is  fo 
bad,  that  they  were  frequently  flopped  in  the  mid- 
dle of  a defcent,  to  adjuft  the  baggage  which  had 
been  difcompofed  by  the  violent  motion  of  the  ani- 
mal. When  wc  gained  the  bottom,  two  of  the 
camel-drivecs  pufned  forward  to  fee  if  they  could 
Ihoot  a deer.  We  have  but  little  dependence  upon 
their  matchlocks,  which  mull  be  refted  to  take  a 
good  aim  : and  though  my  companions  have  muf- 
kets,  they  will  not  rifk  their  reputation  by  trying 
their  fkill,  as  they  have  not  balls  that  fit  their 
pieces.  We  winded  through  the  valley,  where  we 
met  with  numerous  thorn-trees  in  full  bloflbm  and 
fragrance  and  after  a long  march,  halted  at  half 
paft  one  o’clock  to  the  eaftward  of  an  high  hill. 
Juft  before  we  reached  this  place,  a ludicrous  cir- 
cumftance  enough  happened  to  me.  I had  loitered 
about  two  hundred  yards  behind,  in  company  with 
three  of  the  Arabs,  who  fuddenly  flopped  my  ca- 
mel, and,  by  figns,  forbade  me  to  proceed.  This 
abrupt  behavior  roufed  me  from  a reverie  in 
which  I was  plunged  j and,  on  my  attempting  to 
go  on,  they  ftill  detained  me,  and  frequently  cried 
out,  “ Huflal,  huftal.”  I looked  immediately  for 

my 


L E T T E R II.  II 

my  companions,  who,  I perceived,  were  treated  in 
the  fame  manner  ; and  I was  about  to  have  re- 
courle  to  my  arms,  in  order  to  force  a paflage  to 
them,  when,  behold  ! a fine  buck  ran  acrofs  the 
road  in  front  of  us,  which  was  followed  by  the  re- 
port of  a piece.  The  myftery  was  now  unravelled, 
and  I was  in  a moment  delivered  from  the  greateft 
perplexity  I had  ever  experienced.  This  had  arifen 
from  my  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  language. 
The  word  “ Hufial,”  which  had  appeared  to  me  like 
a term  of  command,  I now  found  to  be  a deer  in 
Arabic.  I quickly  rejoined  the  troop,  and  laughed 
heartily  with  them  at  the  adventure.  I need  not 
add,  that  we  did  not  dine  upon  venifon  to-day.  We 
had  recourfe,  however,  to  our  potted  mutton,  of 
which  we  muft  be  fparing,  as  our  conductor  and  the 
camel-owners  expect  to  partake  of  it.  We  did  not 
lay  our  account  with  this  partition,  but  will  fubmit 
to  it,  rather  than  put  thefe  people  out  of  humor. 
The  laft  ftage  was  feven  hours  and  an  half,  or  nine- 
teen miles. 

At  half  paft  three  o’clock  we  were  mounted 
again,  and  going  through  the  fame  valley,  in  about 
an  hour,  reached  the  bottom  of  another  fteep 
mountain.  We  were  obliged  to  lead  our  camels 
up,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  gained  the  fummit, 
where  we  found  a plain  near  two  miles  in  length, 
over  which  we  rode.  At  fix  o’clock  we  came  to 
the  extremity  of  the  mountain,  when  our  advanced 
guard  alarmed  us  with  the  news  of  a party  of  ca- 
mels being  in  the  vale.  As  it  was  a fufpicious 

place 
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place  to  encounter  any  of  our  own  fpecies,  we  all 
took  to  our  arms,  and  affembled  on  the  defcent, 
which  was  fo  craggy,  and  fo  perpendicular,  that, 
fmall  as  our  numbers  were,  we  were  enabled,  by  our 
fituation,  to  have  coped  with  a multitude  of  ene- 
mies. The  flrangers  had  obferved  our  motions, 
and  drew  up  in  a body  below  to  \yait  the  refult. 
We  counted  no  lefs  than  thirty  camels,  and  de- 
duced therefrom,  that  we  fhould  have  two  to  one 
againfl:  us,  in  cafe  of  hoftilities.  To  gain  intelli- 
gence, however,  of  the  difpofition  of  the  flrangers, 
Hadgee  Uttalah  himfelf  defcended  into  the  valley. 
He  ventured  himfelf  unarmed,  as  a token  of  peace 
and  we  were  not  a little  impatient  to  behold  the 
interview  which  was  about  to  take  place.  We 
were  deeply  interefled  in  its  event  j and,  circum^ 
ftanced  as  we  were,  it  is  not  lurprizing  that  we 
fhould  doubt  of  its  fuccefs.  But  we  were  happily 
deceived  in  our  ideas.  No  fooner  had  Hadgee 
Uttalah  approached  the  new  party,  than  he  was  re- 
cognized by  one  among  them,  who  ran  with  open 
arms  to  receive  him.  He  was  prefently  encom- 
paffed  by  the  reft ; and  we  could  difcern  that  he 
was  ferved  with  coffee  and  bread.  This  ftaggered 
us  in  our  opinion  of  thefe  people’s  profelTion  j and 
we  began  to  conceive  that  they  might  be  travellers 
like  ourfelves,  who,  in  thefe  critical  times,  had  ex- 
plored the  defart,  in  preference  to  the  river.  And 
we  were  now  confirmed  in  this  conceit,  by  thefigns 
which  Hadgee  made  to  us  to  defcend.  Thefe  figns 
jvere  interpreted  to  us  by  our  Arabs,  who  told  us 

there 
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there  was  nothing  to  fear.  We  obeyed,  therefore, 
and  went  down  the  hill  in  as  good  order  as  the 
path  would  admit  of  We  were  met  at  the  foot  of 
it  by  Hadgee,  who  conveyed  us  and  our  baggage 
to  a fpot  at  fome  diftance  from  the  (Irangers,  and 
then  returned  to  them.  Many  were  the  embraces 
and  congratulations  that  were  exchanged  between 
the  Arabs  on  both  fides.  The  firft  thing  we 
learned  was,  that  water  is  to  be  procured  in  this 
valley,  which  has  induced  our  gentry  to  halt  here 
and  replenifli  our  fl'tins.  We  arrived  here  at  half 
paft  fix  o’clock,  fo  that  our  laft  ftage  was  three 
hours,  or  feven  miles. 

While  Hadgee  Uttalah  was  engaged  in  an  ear- 
neft  converfation  with  the  leader  of  the  other  party, 
Ibrahim  and  Abdul  Ruilar  came  to  us  with  looks 
of  furprize,  and  informed  us,  that  they  had  difco- 
vered  the  ftrangers  to  be  what  we  at  firfc  appre- 
hended— a band  of  robbers.  That  they  had  over- 
heard one  of  them  boall,  that  this  band  took  the 
forty  camels  near  Cofire  during  our  flay  in  that 
town — an  anecdote  which  I before  mentioned — 
and  that  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  they  had  plun- 
dered a caravan  but  a few  days  ago,  with  the  fpoils 
of  which  they  were  now  returning  to  their  own 
country  ! It  may  be  imagined  that  w’e  were  not  a 
little  ftartled  at  this  intelligence.  The  novelty  of 
the  circumftance  did  not  diminifli  its  unpleafant- 
nefs  ; and  our  fituation  was  as  alarming  as  uncom- 
mon. We  were  turned  adrift  in  a wide  defart,  and, 
in  cafe  of  oppofitlon,  were  to  depend  upon  our 

arms, 


14  L E T T E R II. 

arms,  and  die  fidelity  of  our  Arabs.  Even  Con- 
quell  would  not  avail  us,  were  we  obliged  to  fight 
againft  our  guides.  In  the  del'art  only  could  we 
look  for  fafety  in  this  hollile  land  ; and  we  had  no 
clue  to  unravel  its  mazes,  fliould  we  be  abandoned 
by  our  people.  Thefe  were  the  firll  refle6lions 
which  fuggelled  themfelves  ; but  our  minds  were 
prefently  relieved  by  the  aflurances  of  Hadgee  Ut- 
talah,  who  now  joined  us.  He  made  no  fcruple  to 
acquaint  us  with  the  profefiion  of  the  robbers ; but 
added,  that  they  had  as  much  regard  for  their  word 
as  other  people.  They  happily  knew  him,  which 
was  indeed  the  faving  of  an  elfufion  of  blood.  For, 
on  the  fcore  of  friendlhip,  they  had  pledged  their 
word  to  him,  that  they  would  not  meditate  the  leall 
wrong  againft  us.  We.  might  trull  them  implicitly, 
for  the  wild  Arabs  had  never  been  known  to  break 
their  faith  on  fuch  occafions.  After  this  prelude, 
we  were  the  lefs  furprized  at  a propofition  which 
they  had  made  him,  to  accompany  us  to  Cairo. 
Hadgee  himfelf  recommended  to  us  to  accept  of  it. 
Our  interell,  he  faid,  was  every  way  concerned  in 
it.  They  would  ferve  us  both  as  guides  and  pro- 
teflors,  in  this  unfrequented  walle  : and  where  they 
once  adopted  a caufe,  it  was  their  charafler  to  pro- 
mote it  at  the  expence  of  their  blood.  Had,  we 
dillrulled  this  panegyric,  it  was  not  for  us  to  dilTent 
againft  the  opinion  of  our  conductor,  who  was  ac- 
tually the  mailer  of  our  perfons  and  elFedls.  The 
pledges  he  has  left  at  Ghinnah  will  prevent  his 
rifking  his  charge  wantonly,  and  on  this  we  rely  at 
4 this 
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this  juncture.  We  have  fallen  into  precious  com- 
pany ! and  it  behoves  us  to  be  on  our  guard  as 
much  as  poffible.  Never  did  heroes  in  romance 
plunge  into  greater  perplexities  ; and  were  not  this 
narrative  well  attefted,  It  might  feem  here  to 
breathe  the  air  of  fi(5lion.  But  the  good  genius 
which  prefided  over  every  adventure  we  Iiave  at- 
chieved,  will,  we  truft,  condudl  us  fafely  through 
the  prefent. 

At  feven  o’clock  the  camels  belonging  to  the 
robbers  went  on  for  water,  and  left  their  captain 
and  a guard  only  with  their  baggage.  This  was  a 
proof  of  confidence  ; but  we  betook  ourfelves  to 
bed,  with  our  arms  by  us^as  ufual,  and  got  as  much 
fleep  as  the  cold  would  admit  of.  I was  fo  unfor- 
tunate as  to  be  ilripped  of  my  night-cloak  ai 
Ghinnah,  and  have  no  defence  but  a chintz  cover- 
lid againfi:  the  fliarpnefs  of  the  wind,  which  is  due 
north,  and  as  cutting  as  ever  I felt  it  out  of  Europe. 
When  we  begin  to  travel  at  night,  the  motion  will 
make  us  lefs  fenfible  of  the  cold.  This  valley  is, 
by  our  reckoning,  fifty-nine  miles  from  Ghinnah. 
Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  N.  W. 


MONDAY,  8th  September. 

I awoke  at  four  o’clock  this  morning,  and  found 
that  the  camels  belonging  to  the  robbers  were  not 
returned  from  the  fpring.  Their  baggage  lay 
within  view  of  us,  among  which  I learn  there  is 
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coffee,  fugar,  and  fail-cloth,  which  they  have  lately 
taken,  and  are  carrying  for  fale  into  the  neighbor-^ 
hood  of  Cairo.  At  day-break  our  camels  were 
alfo  difpatched  for  water,  and  left  only  Hadgec 
Uttalah  and  the  owners  of  the  camels  with  us. 
As  there  was  no  hope  of  our  decamping  before 
noon,  to  amufe  myfelf  after  breakfaft  1 fat  down  to 
tranfcribe  an  ode,  in  the  compofition  of  which  I 
was  dillurbed  yefterday  by  the  adventure  of  the 
deer.  My  camel  is  the  lazieft  of  the  let,  and  af- 
fords me  frequent  opportunities  for  mufing,  by 
lagging  behind  the  reft.  A pretty  place  for  infpi- 
ration  truly ! methinks  fome  critic  cries.  But  as 
gay  fcenes  give  birth  to  gay  ideas,  fo  the  verfe 
portrayed  in  a defart,  cannot  fail  to  partake  of  its 
ftrong  and  gloomy  coloring.  Thofe  readers  who 
are  of  a difpofition  to  relifh  fuch  a pifture,  may 
look  to  the  Appendix ; where,  to  avoid  breaking 
- the  thread  of  my  fubjeft,  I have  placed  this  ode. 
Conceived  among  the  objedls  it  defcribes,  it  is 
chiefly  calculated  for  the  penfive,  melancholy  heart ; 
to  which  I beg  leave  to  addrefs  it. 

It  feems  that  robbery  is  no  difhonorable  profef- 
fion  among  the  Arabs,  while  they  confine  their  at- 
tacks to  the  people  of  other  diftridls.  Their  friends 
and  acquaintances  may  encounter  thefe  banditti 
without  violation  j and  it  is  feldom  known,  that 
they  lay  their  own  countrymen  under  contribution. 
Our  Arabs  have  fallen  under  the  former  defcrip- 
tion,  and  it  is  to  this  ’extraordinary  obfervance  of 
faith,  that  we  fliall  be  indebted  for  our  efcape. 

Their 
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Their  cuftom  is  to  make  excurfions  into  diftant 
provinces,  and  to  return  to  their  own,  with  all  the 
plunder  they  can  colledl.  They  confider  it  rather 
as  carrying  on  a petty  war,  than  as  an  infringement 
of  the  rights  of  mankind  ; and  in  this  refpefl,  per- 
haps, have  as  much  reafon  and  juftice  on  their 
fide,  as  moft  of  thofe  heroes  who  have  defolated 
the  earth,  and  whofe  crimes  only  want  to  be  di- 
vefted  of  the  vain  eclat  of  uncommon  aflions. 
The  government  itfelf  winks  at  thefe  proceedings, 
which  enrich  its  fubjedts ; and  while  the  delin- 
quents keep  beyond  the  immediate  cognizance  of 
juftice,  they  have  nothing  to  apprehend  from  its 
refentment.  And  if  it  be  confidered,  that  many  of 
their  aflbciates  are  men  who  have  been  guilty  of  no 
offence,  but  have  been  obliged  by  the  crimes  of 
fome  of  their  family,  to  take  refuge  in  the  defart, 
to  fhun  the  vengeance  of  individuals,  we  fliould  be 
the  lefs  furprized  at  meeting  with  an  inftance  of 
humanity  and  forbearance  among  them.  The  cruel 
policy  of  their  laws  has  peopled  the  wafte ; and 
driven  men  of  fair  charadter  to  mingle  with  the 
vile,  and  to  prey  on  the  unwary  traveller  ! 

The  captain  of  the  gang  was  introduced  to  us 
by  Hadgee  Uttalah  at  breakfaft,  and  took  a cup  of 
coffee  with  us.  He  is  a bold,  laughing  villain,  of 
a middle  fize,  but  large  limbed ; and  would  be 
well-featured,  were  not  his  mouth  disfigured  by  a 
deep  fear,  which  contradls  his  upper  lip,  and  be- 
trays the  lofs  of  feveral  of  his  fore-teeth  : the  ef- 
fedts  we  fnppofc  of  one  of  his  rencounters ! 'i'herc 
V'oi,.  II.  C is 


i8  L E T T E R 11. 

is  a freedom  in  his  behavior,  which  gains  him  oiif  - 
confidence.  Far  from  being  afliamed  of  his  way 
of  life,  he  talked  of  his  late  exploit,  and  produced 
two  pair  of  morocco  flippers,  a Turkifli  veil,  and 
other  articles  of  drefs,  for  fale.  Thefe  we  readily 
purchafed,  to  conciliate  his  good  opinion  j and  ne- 
cefiity  mufl  excufe  our  receiving  ftolen  goods, 
knowing  them  to  be  ftolen.  Abdul  Ruflar  bought 
an  Alcoran,  and  other  religious  books,  the  plunder 
perhaps  of  fome  poor  prieft  ; and  Ibrahim  a French 
horfe-piftol,  which  will  be  of  more  fhew  than  ufe 
to  him.  Thefe  things  we  have  procured  for  at 
leaft  a third  of  their  value:  and  Hadgee  Uttalah 
has  fatisfied  the  robber,  for  which  we  are  to  ac-« 
count  with  the  former  at  Cairo.  We  have  been 
careful  to  inftil  into  our  own  people  the  belief  of 
our  being  deftitute  of  money  ; or  God  knows,  what 
mifchief  the  difcovery  of  our  real  treafures  might 
produce  againft  us.  Our  fortune  is  very  peculiar. 
We  might  have  gone  this  road  a thoufand  times, 
without  encountering  thefe  freebooters.  Flad  we 
arrived  at  this  pafs  but  half  an  hour  later,  we  fhould 
have  miffed  of  them,  as  they  were  hailing  through 
the  valley  to  get  water,  and  dreamed  as  little  as 
ourfelves,  of  ftumbling  upon  human  creatures  in 
this  unfrequented  wafte.  But  the  event  only  can 
decide,  whether  the  meeting  be  propitious  or  not. 
We  have  often,  during  our  journey,  had  occafion 
to  applaud  Pope’s  celebrated  maxim,  that  “ w'hat- 
“ ever  is,  is  right.”  And  though  fo  flattering  to 
our  interefts,  may  we  not  hope  that  even  this  will 
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prove  a frelli  tellimony  of  it  ? The  dealings  which 
we  have  had  with  their  captain,  fhew  that  he  means 
to  atd:  upon  the  fquare  with  us  ; and  we  are  ftill 
encreafing  our  debt  with  our  Arabs,  of  which  they 
are  to  look  for  payment  at  Cairo. 

At  eleven  o’clock  their  camels  returned  from  the 
fpring,  and  had  their  intentions  been  hoftile,  they 
could  not  have  found  a better  opportunity  to  exe- 
cute them,  than  in  the  abfence  of  a great  part  of 
our  force.  But  their  ideas  were  of  an  oppofite 
nature.  In  the  afternoon  they  killed  a young  ca- 
mel, in  compliment  to  Hadgee  Uttalah;  and  no- 
thing went  forward  but  preparations  for  an  enter- 
tainment. This  flefh  the  Arabs  efteem  beyond  all 
other ; and  as  they  prefented  us  with  a piece,  our 
ftomachs  v.'ere  not  pampered  enough  to  refufe 
tailing  of  it.  Though  we  had  eateji  our  humble 
repail,  we  had  fufficient  appetite  to  find  the  meat 
tender  and  well-flavored.  It  is  coarfe  enough, 
however,  and  might  be  miilaken  for  bull-beef. 

At  three  o’clock  our  camels  returned,  with  the 
fkins  filled  with  good  water.  There  is  a feait  how- 
ever among  the  Arabs,  which  cuts  oif  our  expec- 
tations of  getting  away  before  the  evening.  Were 
it  not  for  the  delay,  we  have  not  fpent  a difagreca- 
blc  day  in  this  valley.  It  is  fo  deep  and  fo  nat' 
row,  that  there  is  ever  a flaade  to  the  eail  or  weft 
fide  of  it,  and  a draft  of  wind  drawing  through, 
which  alleviates  the  noon-tide  fervor. 

We  find,  to  our  great  regret,  that  wc  do  not  move 
to-night.  Hadgee  Uttalah  now  tells  us,  that  as 
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the  camel  was  killed  on  our  account,  we  cannot  Irl 
decency  but  flay,  until  the  ftrangers  have  drefled 
and  prepared  it  for  the  journey.  This  will  take  up 
until  dark,  and  we  have  another  craggy  mountain 
to  pafs  over.  As  the  troubles  probably  fubfift  at 
Cairo,  the  old  man  propofed  to  us  a plan,  to  carry 
us  to  the  place  of  thefe  robbers’  refidence.  This  is 
fituated  near  the  river,  and  but  a few  hours  diftant 
from  that  city,  where  he  will  accompany  us  in  a 
boat. ' And  the  reafon  he  gives  for  this  manoeuvre, 
is  plaufible  enough.  His  camels  run  a rifle  of  be- 
ing prefled  for  the  war,  Ihould  he  venture  them 
to  Cairo.  Notwithftanding  it  was  the  Shaik  UI 
Arab's  pofitive  direflion,  that  the  camels  fhould 
fet  us  down  at  the  Englifli  factory,  and  the  fcheme 
itfelf  is  not  wholly  to  our  mind,  we  muft  have  that 
confideration  for  theie  poor  creatures’  property,  as 
not  to  hazard  it  wantonly  at  the  capital,  if  we  can 
be  conveyed  there,  though  at  a little  more  ex- 
pence, in  a boat.  We  have,  therefore,  given  our 
conduftor  the  latitude  to  a6i;  for  the  beft.  But 
not  to  forget  our  intereft  while  he  promotes  his 
own. 

The  crackling  of  fires  was  now  heard  on  all  ' 
fides,  and  the  menial  Arabs  were  bufy  in  turning 
the  large  joints  upon  the  glowing  embers.  Some 
were  dealing  out  their  fcanty  allowance  to  the 
camels  ; while  others  unfheathed  their  glittering 
blades,  to  portion  out  the  night’s  repail.  Mean- 
while the  chiefs  were  alfemibled  apart,  fbretched 
upon  the  hides  of  fome  ferocious  animal,  once 
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roving  and  lawlefs  like  themfelves.  Their  arnns 
were  thrown  peaceably  by  them ; while  from  each 
mouth,  a long  protended  tube  difpenfed  the  fra- 
grant fumes  of  Perfia’s  weed.  Deeds  of  bold  har- 
diment  are  now  retold  : and  each  vain-glorious 
boafter  is  hero  of  the  frequent  tale.  His  province, 
war  ! and  man,  his  fpoil ! Thus  fleet  the  hours,  ’till 
languor  creeps  upon  the  band,  and  quick  refigns 
them  to  the  arms  of  fleep. 


TUESDAY,  9th  September. 


The  night  was  fharp  as  ufual,  which  occafioned 
us  to  lie  longer  this  morning  to  comfort  ourfelves. 
We  did  not  move  off  our  ground  until  half  pafl:  fix 
o’clock,  and  the  robbers  then  were  not  ready  to 
accompany  us.  They  defired  us  however  to  pro- 
ceed, and  promifed  to  follow  foon  after.  For  three 
hours  we  winded  through  the  valley  we  flept  in, 
and  about  ten  o’clock,  began  to  gain  the  high 
ground  by  a regular  afcent.  The  reft  of  this  day’s 
journey  was  continued  over  a fucccfTion  of  hills 
and  dales  ; where  the  road  was  fo  intricate  and 
broken,  that  nothing  but  a camel  could  get  over  it. 
The  appearance  of  the  road  is  fo  frightful  in  many 
places,  that  we  do  not  wonder,  why  our  people  have 
hitherto  laid  by  in  the  night.  The  air  is  fo 
piercing  on  the  hills,  that  we  feel  not  the  leaft  in- 
convenience from  the  meridian  ray.  The  fun,  in- 
deed, is  far  to  the  fouthward  in  this  njonth,  and  we 
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daily  haften,  to  our  great  comfort,  from  each  other  : 
add  to  this,  we  have  turned  our  backs  upon  him. 
We  can  already  pronounce  this  journey  to  be  of  a 
different  complexion  from  our  laft.  The  roads,  it- 
is  true,  are  more  difficult  and  dangerous ; but  the 
feafon  is  fo  much  changed  for  the  better,  that  we 
fcarce  know  what  it  is  to  thirft,  or  to  fuffer  any  but 
a partial  heat.  At  one  o’clock  we  entered  another 
valley,  which  we  traverfed  until  half  paft  two,  and 
for  want  of  a breeze,  found  it  comfortably  hot. 
Here  we  halted,  and  were  not  lucky  enough  to 
gain  the  lead  fhelter  from  the  fun.  The  change 
was  difagreeable  enough  from  our  late  fituation  in 
the  high  ground.  We  paffed  fuddenly  from  the 
extreme  of  cold  to  that  of  heat.  Extremes  by 
change  more  fierce.”  This  valley  we  found  to  be 
the  proper  watering-place  : the  fpring  we  met  with 
yederday  being  only  known  to  the  robbers  who 
haunt  the  wade.  Our  camels  were  accordingly  dif- 
patched  to  replenifh  the  few  empty  fkins,  and  to 
drink  themfelves,  againd  the  long  third  they  are  to 
experience.  We  fprang  a brace  of  partridge  and 
feveral  quail  in  this  valley,  which  has  good  cover 
of  fragrant  dirubs.  The  lad  dage  was  no  lefs  than 
eight  hours,  or  twenty  miles,  and  by  our  reckoning, 
we  are  but  feventy-nine  miles  from  Ghinnah.  Our 
courfe  to-day  has  been  N.N.  W.  We  nov/  fee 
that  yederday  was  ablblutely  a lod  day,  and  if  we 
travel  at  this  rate,  our  provifions,  as  v/ell  as  pa- 
tjcnce,  will  foon  fail  us. 

It  was  whifpered  about  that  the  robbers  had 
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taken  a different  route.  We  had  been  here  near 
two  hours,  and  there  were  no  figns  of  them.  This 
made  us  rufpeel,  that  they  had  amufed  us  with  the 
idea  of  joining  us,  and  we  were  rather  doubtful, 
whether  the  feparation  would  be  to  our  advantage 
or  not,  when  a little  after  four  o’clock,  I faw  the 
captain  ol  the  robbers  with  two  attendants,  ad- 
vancing towards  us  with  a quick  pace.  Shortly 
after  the  whole  band  appeared  in  fight,  according 
their  fteps  to  the  tune  of  a fong,  and  feemingly 
carelefs  of  the  fun-beams  and  of  the  world  befide. 
They  make  a formidable  figure,  and  are  trebly 
armed  to  what  our  party  are.  EIow  different  is  the 
fact  from  what  was  reported  of  their  difcipline  and 
arms  1 Befides  his  matchlock,  which  is  flung  be- 
hind his  back,  each  man  has  piftols  in  his  girdle,  a 
fabre  on  his  left  fide,  and  a hanger  on  his  right, 
while  in  his  right  hand  he  brandiffies  a fpear. 
They  are  alio  in  general  better  mounted  than  we; 
and  our  having  out-marched  them  to-day,  muff 
be  attributed  to  the  additional  load  they  have  car- 
ried in  the  fleffa  of  the  camel.  The  principal  part 
of  cur  force  was  abfcnt,  and  they  had  another  fair 
opportunity  of  attacking  us  to  advantage.  But 
very  amicable  was  their  falutation ; and  they  only 
thought  of  fending  their  camels  to  the  fpring, 
which  met  our’s  returning  thence.  This  we  find 
will  detain  us  here  until  the  morning,  and  is  the 
fecond  delay  which  thefe  people  have  occafioned 
us.  We  learn  that  w'C  are  to  march  for  three  days 
on  the  mountains,  before  we  defeend  tow'ards  the 
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Nile,  where  we  are  to  water  next  j which  argues 
the  necefllty  of  going  from  hence  with  full  fkins. 


WEDNESDAY,  loth  September. 

We  were  late  as  ufual  in  decamping  this  morn- 
ing. The  Arabs  feem  not  to  relifh  the  morning 
air,  and  make  up  for  the  delay,  by  marching  an 
hour  or  two  longer  during  the  heat  of  the  day  : a 
circumftance  not  over  and  above  agreeable  to  us. 
But,  perhaps,  I fpeak  chiefly  for  myfelf,  whofe 
eyes  are  Hill  weak,  though  on  the  mending  hand, 
and  much  incommoded  by  the  rays  of  the  fun. 
Our  fatisfadtions  are  feldom  without  their  alloys. 
In  a converfation  we  had  with  one  of  the  owners 
of  our  camels,  as  we  drank  our  coffee,  he  let  us 
know  how  much  we  were  in  the  power  of  his  coun- 
trymen. He  had  the  alTurance  to  laugh  at  the 
idea  of  the  Shaik  U1  Arab,  who  he  faid  was  no- 
body here ; and  added,  that  were  it  not  for  himfelf 
and  his  companions,  we  fhould  have  been  ftripped 
by  the  robbers,  and  now  been  wandering  about  the 
defart,  deftitute  of  food  and  raiment*.  There  was 
fomething  in  this  picture  that  did  not  flatter  our 
imaginations.  Our  pride  was  alarmed  j and  we 
quickly  retorted,  that  we  never  would  be  reduced 

* This  very  fituation  has  fince  been  the  lot  of  a company  of 
Europeans,  between  Suez  and  Cairo.  The  miferable  end  of 
thofe  who  perifhed  in  this  horrid  manner,  Ihould  redouble  our 
fcnfc  of  our  providential  efcape. 
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to  fuch  a condition,  while  we  had  a hand  remaining 
to  wield  a weapon.  But  in  fpite  of  this  fellow’s 
arrogance,  we  thought  it  prudent  to  retain  him  in 
our  interell.  We  commended  his  fidelity,  and  ap- 
peared thankful  for  his  friendfliip,  which  we  pro- 
mifed  to  fhew  a proper  fenfe  of  on  our  arrival  at 
Cairo.  His  behavior,  indeed,  is  quite  the  reverfe 
to  that  of  Hadgee  Uttalah,  who  is  not  only  a quiet, 
civil  body,  but  one,  who  fpeaks  of  his  fovereign 
with  deference  and  refpeft. 

At  half  pad  fix  o’clock  we  began  to  afeend  a 
mountain  nearly  perpendicular.  The  way  was  rug- 
ged, and  one  of  my  camels  being  dcittifli,  or  per- 
haps uneafily  laden,  fuddenly  threw  his  burden  from 
his  back,  and  difordered  the  whole  body.  My 
trunks  pitched  from  rock  to  rock,  until  they  got  to 
the  bottom  and  I am  indebted  to  good  luck,  that 
they  were  not  broken  to  pieces.  The  contents 
which  fuch  an  accident  would  have  publifhed  to 
the  robbers,  might  have  awakened  the  fpirit  of  ra- 
pine which  lay  dormant  within  them,  and  tended 
to  difturb  the  prefent  harmony  which  fubnfls  be- 
tween us.  Ibrahim  was  fent  down  to  replace  the 
baggage,  and  found  one  of  the  robbers  very  kindly 
affifting  the  driver  in  that  office.  We  were  near  an 
hour  leading  our  camels  from  one  afeent  to  ano- 
ther, before  we  conquered  the  fummit ; and  for 
three  hours  rode  over  a plain,  where  neither  flirub 
nor  bufh  was  to  be  feen.  At  ten  o’clock  we  de- 
fended into  a valley,  w'here  we  halted  to  break- 
faff.  In  this  valley  we  found  plenty  of  provender 

fot 


LETTER  11. 


76 

for  our  cattle  : rofemary  buflies,  and  other  flirubs 
of  uncommon  fragrance,  which,  being  natives  of 
the  defart,  are  ftill,  perhaps,  without  a name. 
Though  thefe  Rented  plants  are  the  ufual  food  of 
the  camel,  it  is  remarkable  that  his  breath  is  infuf- 
ferably  naufeous.  But  when  he  is  pufhed  by  hun- 
ger, he  devours  thiftles  and  prickles  indifcrimi- 
nately,  without  the  leafh  damage  to  his  mouth, 
which  feems  proof  to  the  fharpeft  thorns.  The 
Jaft  ftage  was  four  hours,  or  ten  miles. 

At  half  paft  eleven  we  mounted  again,  and  tra- 
verfed  the  valley  for  an  hour  and  upwards,  when  we 
climbed  the  mountains  once  more,  by  as  narrow 
and  craggy  paths  as  human  feet  ever  trod.  As  we 
overlooked  the  precipices  befide  us,  I difcovered 
feveral  channels  apparently  worn  with  water,  and 
am  convinced  in  my  own  mind,  from  thefe  and 
other  figns,  that  either  the  Nile  formerly  branched 
into  this  defart,  or  rivers  ran  here  whofe  fprings  are 
now  choaked  up.  “ Dumb  are  their  channels  and 
their  fountains  dry.”  The  very  neighborhood  of 
the  Nile  has  undergone  one  of  the  unaccountable 
viciffitudes  of  fublunary  things  : and  the  popula- 
tion of  Upper  Egypt  has  fhrunk  to  the  narrow 
compafs  of  the  river,  which  waters  her  extenfive 
domain  ! , ' 

The  band  of  robbers  keep  in  our  rear,  and  have 
hitherto  halted  at  an  agreeable  diftance  from  us. 
This  condu6l  we  approve  of  much,  as  their  mixing 
with  our  fimple  fervants  might  be  produftive  of 
difcoveries,  not  to  our  advantage,  At  half  paft 
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four,  we  entered  a valley,  v/hcre  we  dined  luxuri- 
ouOy  in  the  lliade.  We  are  much  farprized  to 

find  that  our  bifcuit  runs  fiiort.  This  will  foon 

* 

oblige  us  to  mefs  with  the  Arabs,  and  to  eat  of 
their  flour  cakes  baked  in  the  afhes.  But  while 
we  keep  our  healths,  we  fhall  fcarcely  complain  of 
our  food,  whatever  it  may  be.  The  Arab  we  hired 
at  Ghinnah,  is  the  perfon  on  whom  we  mufl:  depend 
for  the  manufafluring  thefe  cakes.  He  is  a droll, 
who  plays  a thoufand  antic  tricks  to  divert  the 
company.  But  I am  of  opinion,  that  he  has  more 
of  the  knave  than  fool  about  him.  Ibrahim  was 
always  too  indolent,  to  adminifter  to  our  wants  of 
this  kind.  And  as  to  Abdul  Ruflar,  he  has  been 
of  little  or  no  fervice  to  us,  fince  the  leap  he  made 
for  his  life  at  the  houfe  of  Mahomet.  He  has 
been  long  recovered  of  his  bruifes,  but  they  feem 
to  have  cooled  his  zeal  for  our  interefts.  The  lafl: 
ftage  was  five  hours,  or  twelve  miles  and  an  half. 
At  eight  o’clock  we  moved  on  with  the  benefit  of  a 
fine  moon,  and  kept  winding  through  the  valley 
until  half  paft  eleven,  when  we  (topped  at  the  foot 
of  an  high  hill  for  the  remainder  of  the  night.  The 
lafl:  ftage  was  tliree  hours  and  an  half,  or  nine 
miles  ; and  we  are  by  computation  one  hundred 
and  ten  miles  from  Ghinnah.  Our  courle  to-day 
has  been  to  the  eaftward  of  north. 
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THURSDAY,  nth  September. 

We  decamped  in  fuch  hafte  this  morning,  that 
we  were  difappointed  of  our  coffee,  and  marched 
away  with  empty  ftomachs.  We  led  the  camels 
up  the  hill  before  us,  and  for  two  hours  paffed  over 
fuch  a variety  of  hills  and  dales,  that  we  could  not 
pretend  to  mount  our  beads.  At  eight  o’clock, 
we  began  to  defeend  into  a deep  valley,  by  one  of 
the  moil  dangerous  roads  we  had  yet  beheld.  On 
each  fide  of  us  were  perpendicular  deeps,  fome 
hundred  fathoms  deep.  But  the  traveller’s  atten- 
tion feems  to  be  purpofely  diverted  from  the  dan- 
ger, by  the  magnificent  objefls  which  furround 
him.  Here  he  fees  pointed  heaps  of  the  brighted 
crydal,  that  dazzle  the  eye  with^their  glittering 
ludre  : while  ever  and  anon  above  his  head,  tre- 
mendous to  behold  ! columns  of  the  fined  granite, 
rent  from  the  mountain,  feem  ready  to  bury  him 
beneath  their  tottering  weight.  On  every  part  is 
fuch  a wild  confufion  of  hanging  precipices,  dif- 
jointed  rocks,  and  hideous  chafms,  that  we  might 
well  cry  out  with  the  poet  “ Chaos  is  come  again.” 
Whoever  can  tread  thefe  rude  retreats,  without  be- 
ing druck  with  the  fublimed  ideas  of  that  Almighty 
Providence,  who  prefides  as  well  amid  the  gloom 
and  filence  of  the  defart,  as  in  the  noife  and  gaiety 
of  the  city,  mud  be  as  dead  to  the  emotions  of 
fancy,  as  to  a fenfe  of  devotion.  Yes,  omnipotent 

Father  ! 


JL.  i:.  1 i n K li. 


29 


Father  ! to  thee  we  truft  for  our  deliverance  from 
the  perils  that  furround  us.  It  was  through  this 
wildernefs  thou  didft  lead  thy  chofen  people.  It 
was  here  thou  didft  manifeft  thy  fignal  protedlion, 
in  fnatching  them  from  the  jaws  of  deftrudlion 
which  opened  upon  every  fide.  Though  lefs  de- 
ferving  of  thy  regard,  we  defpair  not  of  a profper- 
ous  ifllie  to  our  wanderings  : and  in  the  hope  of 
thy  fupport,  Vv'e  look  with  indifference  on  what  may 
befal  us ! 

At  nine  o’clock  we  afcended  a gentle  acclivity, 
where  we  mounted  our  camels,  and  rode  over  level 
ground  until  half  paft  ten,  when  we  halted  among 
fome  fhrubs,  to  feed  our  beafts  and  to  breakffift. 
The  laft  ftage  was  four  hours  and  an  half,  or  ele- 
ven miles. 

At  half  paft  eleven  we  refumed  our  journey, 
which  ftill  lay  upon  a plain.  As  we  went  along, 
we  ftarted  two  or  three  deer,  which  were  the  firft 
living  creatures  we  had  met  upon  thefe  heights. 
At  two  o’clock  we  came  fuddenly  upon  a dreadful 
chafm  in  the  road,  which  appears  to  have  been  the 
effeft  of  an  earthquake.  It  is  about  three  hundred 
yards  long,  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and  as  many 
deep  ; and  what  is  the  curioffty,  in  the  middle  of 
the  gulph  a fingle  column  of  ftonc  raifes  its  head 
to  the  furface  of  the  earth.  The  rudenefs  of  the 
work,  and  the  aftonifliing  length  ot  the  ftone,  an- 
nounce it  to  be  a ‘ lufus  though  the  rob- 

bers declared  to  us,  that  beneath  the  column  tiiere 
lies  a prodigious  fum  of  money  •,  and  added,  with  a 
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grave  face,  they  have  a tradition,  that  none  but  a 
Chriftian’s  hand  can  remove  the  ftone  to  come  at 
it.  We  could  hardly  keep  our  countenance  at 
this  tale,  and  without  attempting  a labor,  which 
would  have  been  worthy  of  the  fabled  Hercules, 
we  rounded  tliis  gulph,  which  is  called  Somah , 
and  leaving  it  behind  us,  we  entered  a valley  where 
we  found  a very  craggy  road.  We  continued  our 
Icourfe  through  this  valley  until  half  paft  five 
o^clock,  when  we  halted  under  the  fliade  of  an  hill 
to  dine.  The  lafl;  ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen 
miles ; and  a very  fatiguing  one  it  proved,  during 
the  hotteft  part  of  the  day.  The  robbers  kept 
nearer  to  us  than  ufual,  and  encamped  on  the  fame 
ground.  Here  our  Arabs  diverted  themfelves 
with  fiiooting  at  a mark,  at  which  they  are  very 
dextrous.  It  is  necelTary  for  them,  however,  to 
reft  their  pieces,  which  leaves  them  infinitely  be- 
neath our  markfmen  in  fair  {hooting.  The  ex- 
ample of  our  people  animated  thofe  in  the  other 
quarter  : and  there  was  nothing  heard  but  the  re- 
port of  fire-arms,  during  our  ftay  here.  The  rob- 
bers were  much  delighted  with  a mufketoon  be- 
longing to  us,  whofe  execution  upon  the  rocks  was 
more  terrible,  and  whofe  report  more  loud,  than 
they  had  any  conception  of.  They  remarked  too 
with  wonder,  that  a matchlock  milTes  fire  more  fre- 
quently than  a fufee,  although  the  former  has  a 
match  in  lieu  of  a flint. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  mounted  again,  and  re- 
fumed our  coiirfe  through  the  valley  by  moon- 
light. 
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lights  until  half  paft  ten,  when  we  flopped  to  take 
our  repofe.  The  lafl  ftage  was  two  hours  and  an 
half,  or  fix  miles  ; and  by  our  reckoning,  we  are 
one  hundred  and  forty-two  miles  from  Ghinnah. 
Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  N.  by  E.  and  N- 
by  W. 


FRIDAY,  1 2th  September. 

We  did  not  begin  our  march  before  half  pad 
fix  o’clock  this  morning,  by  which  time  we  had 
broken  our  faft  with  a difh  of  coffee.  We  direfted 
our  courfe  to  the  weftward,  to  gain  on  the  river ; 
as  this  is  the  fourth  day  fince  we  filled  our  water- 
fkins,  which  make  but  a light  appearance  at  pre- 
fent.  We  foon  entered  upon  a very  extenfive 
plain,  fcattered  over  with  a variety  of  odoriferous 
fhrubs,  and  bounded  on  all  fides  by  lofty  moun- 
tains, whofe  tops  were  lofb  in  the  clouds.  After 
the  heights  we  have  pafTed,  it  is  no  pleafing  prof- 
pe6l  to  behold  new  difficulties  to  conquer.  But, 
alas  ! fatigues  feem  daily  to  multiply  upon  us. 
“ Hills  peep  o’er  hills,  and  Alps  on  Alps  arife.” — 
As  we  went  along  we  perceived  the  frefii  tracks  of 
numbers  of  deer,  which  we  fuppofe  had  taken  to 
the  hills  on  our  approach.  The  nearer  we  go  to 
the  Nile,  the  lefs  fterile  is  the  face  of  the  country. 
The  foil  in  many  places  is  mixed  with  clay,  and 
feems  capable  of  cultivation.  At  half  pad  eight 
o’clock  we  halted  in  a fpacious  opening  between 
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the  mountains,  which  leads  due  weft  to  the  river. 
Here  the  Arabs  tell  us  we  muft  remain,  while  the 
camels  fetch  water  from  the  Nile,  which  is  about 
twenty  miles  diftant.  As  the  war  ftill  rages  there, 
they  do  not  think  it  prudent  for  us  to  approach  any 
nearer.  The  robbers  have  encamped  by  us,  and 
difpatched  their  camels  on  the  fame  errand.  This 
delay  will  prolong  our  journey  a day  at  leaft,  and 
confequently  the  time  we  are  to  fpend  with  thefe 
honeft  fellows.  They  are,  however,  on  their  good 
behavior  with  us ; and  as  long  as  they  keep  their 
word  with  our  condu6lor,  we  are  bound  to  fpeak 
well  of  them,  whatever  may  be  their  general  cha- 
rafter  and  profeflion.  We  fliould  have  fpent  a 
difagreeable  day  here,  had  we  not  fixed  up  fuch  a 
tent  as  we  contrived  at  our  firft  ftage  from  Ghin- 
nah,  to  jfhelter  us  from  the  fun.  But  there  was  no 
ftanding  within  it,  nor  any  mode  of  entrance  but 
upon  our  knees.  This  inconvenience,  however,  is 
not  to  be  mentioned,  among  others  which  we  have 
long  fuftained.  Chairs  and  tables  we  have  been 
utter  ftrangers  to  for  fome  months  ; and  it  is  no 
longer  awkward  to  us  to  feed  ourfelves  with  our 
fingers. 

While  we  waited  for  the  return  of  our  camels, 
we  were  alarmed  about  noon  by  the  report  of  two 
cannon.  It  came  from  the  river,  and  we  began  to 
apprehend  that  there  might  be  troubles  in  our 
neighborhood.  Remote  as  we  were  from  the  feene 
of  the  difpute,  the  fight  of  our  camels  might  occa- 
fion  an  enquiry  from  either  party,  which  might  end 

in 
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in  the  dlfcovery  of  our  retreat.  Thefe  reflecllons 
were  not  of  a very  confolatory  nature ; nor  did  our 
fituation  call  for  foreign  evils,  to  render  it  lefs  en- 
viable. But  we  were  not  otherwife  difturbed,  than 
in  our  imaginations.  Every  thing  remained  quiet 
during  the  day  and  though  the  Arabs,  as  well  as 
our  fervants,  repeatedly  declared,  that  they  heard 
the  firing  of  more  cannon,  we  imputed  it  to  fancy 
or  fear,  and  attended  very  patiently  to  the  iffue. 
We  were  indeed  engaged  in  another  matter,  which 
at  firft  had  a ferious  countenance.  We  found  that 
our  coffee  and  fugar  was  expended,  and  that  the 
camel-drivers  were  in  want  of  more  ghee,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  large  flock  which  we  laid  in  of  thefe 
articles.  Now  it  was  that  we  became  fenfible  of 
fome  of  the  good  effedfs  of  the  company  of  the  rob- 
bers. What  we  fhould  have  fought  for  in  vain  in 
their  abfence,  their  captain  has  fupplied  us  with,  at 
half  the  prices  which  fuch  articles  bear  at  Ghinnah. 
Hadgee  Uttalah  has  fettled  with  him  for  the 
amount,  which  we  are  to  repay  at  Cairo.  In  truth, 
the  confcience  of  this  robber  is  no  lefs  wonderful 
than  his  manners.  He  is  eafy  of  accefs,  and  yet 
carries  a proper  command  over  his  party ; and  by 
his  own  example  teaches  them  to  be  civil,  and  even 
obliging  to  us.  We  would  willingly  make  him  a 
fuitable  acknowledgment  for  this  behavior,  but  do 
not  think  it  fafe  to  produce  money,  or  to  depart  in 
the  leaf!  from  our  profefTions  of  poverty.  It  was 
with  the  greateft  pleafure  imaginable,  that  I could 
oblige  him  in  a trifling  point ; with  a couple  of 
V’oL.  II.  D razors 
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razors  which  he  faw  in  my  fervant’s  hands,  and  ex- 
prefled  a defire  for. 

As  the  night  advanced,  our  anxiety  for  the  fate 
of  our  camels  encreafed.  They  did  not  return  be- 
fore eleven  o’clock,  and  were  abfent  upwards  of 
fourteen  hours.  I'hey  went  to  an  unfrequented  in- 
let of  the  river,  but  faw  a countryman,  who  in- 
formed the  drivers,  that  Ifmaul  Beg  had  repulfed 
the  gallies  of  Ibrahim  Beg,  and  difperfed  his  forces 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  We  are  probably  in- 
debted to  the  horrors  of  the  defart,  that  we  have 
not  encountered  any  of  the  fugitives,  who,  to  fliun 
famine  here,  have  chofen  a route  more  formidable 
in  point  of  human  perfecutions.  This  place,  we 
underfliand,  is  nearly  oppofite  to  the  town  of  Suadi, 
on  the  Nile  ; and  as  our  ftage  to-day  was  but  two 
hours,  or  five  miles,  we  are,  by  our  calculation, 
149  miles  from  Ghinnah. 


t 

SATURDAY,  13th  September. 

At  half  pafi;  fix  this  morning  we  left  our  ground, 
and  travelled  over  a plain  until  nine  o’clock,  when 
we  entered  a broad  valley,  and  at  ten  halted  among 
fome  bu flies  to  breakfaft.  We  now  began  to  be 
in  the  fame  mefs  with  the  Arabs.  Our  own  bif- 
CLiit  was  out ; but  it  was  with  no  indifferent  fto- 
machs  that  we  partook  of  their  unleavened  bread. 
This  is  made  of  flour  to  be  fure,  but  flour  in  the 
coarfdfl;  ftate  : and  what  with  the  making  and 
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baking,  the  reader  may  conceive  that  the  bread  is 
of  a tolerable  blacknefs,  before  it  comes  to  our 
hands.  We  moiften  this  food  with  ghee,  and 
crown  the  repaft  with  a difh  of  coffee,  and  a draught 
of  water.  I declare,  for  my  own  part,  that  I never 
enjoyed  one,  at  any  period  of  my  life,  with  a better 
relifh.  So  beneficial  are  exercife  and  fobriety  to 
the  health  ! and  fo  fuccefsful  is  necelTity  in  over- 
coming the  force  of  habit ! I may  fpeak  confidently 
on  the  former  heads,  in  regard  to  myfeif ; as  my 
conftitution  is  none  of  the  flrongefl,  and  I have 
been  ever  fubjedt  to  head-achs,  and  nervous  com- 
plaints. But  none  of  our  company  bear  the  fa- 
tigues of  the  journey  better  than  myfeif  ■,  or  have 
been  bleft  with  a greater  flrare  of  health  during  our 
refidence  in  thefe  parts.  The  humour  in  my  eyes 
v/as  but  an  external  diforder  ; and,  thanks  to  our 
condudlor,  did  not  much  trouble  me  after  the  ap- 
plication he  made  to  them.  The  laft  ftage  was 
three  hours  and  an  half,  or  nine  miles. 

At  eleven  o’clock  we  mounted  again,  and  pur- 
fued  our  route  through  the  valley,  which  is  pretty 
thickly  covered  with  flrrubs.  Nothing;  is  fo  difa- 
greeable  as  to  go  for  any  length  of  way  through 
a place  of  this  kind.  The  poor  camels  whll  flop  at 
every  bufh  to  fatisfy  their  hunger  ; and,  did  hu- 
manity admit  of  depriving  them  of  this  fcanty  fatif- 
faflion,  neither  words  nor  blows  could  induce  them 
to  mend  their  pace.  At  one  o’clock  we  gained, 
by  a gentle  afeent,  upon  a plain,  flony  and  bare  of 
verdure.  We  left  the  hill  in  our  rear,  and  toiled 
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onwards  over  the  barren  flat  in  an  hot  fun  until 
four  o’clock,  when  we  entered  a valley  ftored  with 
rofemary  and  other  fcented  bufhes.  We  winded 
through  it  until  half  paft  four,  when  we  halted  to 
refrefh  ourfelves  and  cattle.  It  mufl:  be  obferved, 
that  we  found  no  fheker  from  the  fun  at  either  of 
our  halting-places  to-day,  which  has  rendered  it 
the  moll  irkfome  one  during  this  journey.  The 
lall  ftage'was  five  hours  and  an  half,  or  fourteen 
miles. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  moved  on  with  a fine  moon. 
The  night  was  very  fliarp  and  cold,  though  I faced 
it  without  putting  on  any  additional  covering. 
The  Arabs  wrapped  themfelves  up  in  their  cloaks  ; 
and,  with  th«  alTiftance  of  their  pipes,  contrived  to 
baffle  the  piercing  wind,  which  is  by  no  means 
agreeable  to  their  feelings.  Each  man  is  provided 
with  a flint  and  piece  of  fteel.  To  the  fteel  a bit 
of  leather  is  affixed,  which  takes  fire  on  the  firft 
ftroke,  and  is  ready  to  light  his  matchlock  or  pipe. 
An  unlucky  accident  had  like  to  have  befallen  Mr. 
Hammond,  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  flints.  A {park 
of  fire  fell  unknowingly  upon  the  leather-bag  which 
contained  his  ammunition ; and  had  he  not  by 
chance  perceived  the  fmoke  ifTuing  from  it,  in  a 
few  minutes  it  is  probable  he  would  have  felt  the 
fevere  effiefts  of  the  explofion.  This  alarm  occa- 
fioned  us  to  change  our  pofition,  and  -we  kept  to 
the  windward  of  the  Arabs  during  the  reft  of  the 
march.  Our  road,  after  leaving  the  valley,  lay 
over  level  ground.  As  it  would  be  next  to  an  im- 
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polTibility  to  find  the  way  over  thefe  fiony  flats, 
where  the  heavy  foot  of  a camel  leaves  no  iinpref- 
fion,  the  different  bands  of  robbers  have  heaped 
up  ftones  at  unequal  diftances,  for  their  diredlion 
through  this  defiirt.  We  have  derived  great  affift- 
ance  from  the  robbers  in  this  refpedt,  who  are  our 
cuides  when  the  marks  either  fail,  or  are  unintelli- 
gible  to  us.  If  it  be  confidered,  that  this  road  to 
Cairo  is  feldom  or  never  trodden,  it  is  no  w^onder 
that  our  Arabs  are  frequently  at  a lofs  for  the 
courfe.  We  are  but  the  third,  and,  perhaps,  may 
be  the  laft  company  of  travellers,  who  have  ven- 
tured to  go  by  this  route,  fince  the  difturbances 
have  arifen  upon  the  Nile.  Our  little  Turk  at 
Ghinnah  was  particularly  averfe  to  it ; and  though 
both  his  perfon  and  merchandize  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  enjoyed  the  fame  protedtion  as  our- 
felves,  we  are  well  enough  pleafed  that  he  did  not 
encounter  the  trial.  The  truth  of  it  is,  the  Turks 
are  very  tyrannical  mailers,  and  the  Arabs  feize 
every  opportunity  to  repay  their  obligations  in 
kind.  At  twelve  o’clock  we  halted  to  take  our 
repofe  in  the  open  plain  ; and  fenced  ourfelves  from 
the  cold  wind  as  well  as  we  could,  with  our  bag- 
gage. The  laft  ftage  was  four  hours,  or  ten  miles  ; 
and,  by  our  reckoning,  we  are  i8o  miles  from 
Ghinnah.  Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  N.  E.  and 
during  the  latter  part  due  N. 
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SUNDAY,  14th  September. 

We  decamped  at  half  paft  fix  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  purfued  our  courfe  over  a level  country. 
The  river,  we  are  told,  runs  within  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  us  ; but  we  dare  not  appi  oach  it,  whatever 
attradlions  it  may  poflefs.  On  the  road  w'e  palTed 
the  fkeleton  of  a camel,  which  now  and  then  hap- 
pens in  the  defart.  Thefe  are  poor  creatures  that 
have  periflied  with  fatigue ; for  thofe  which  are 
killed  for  the  fuftenance  of  the  Arabs,  are  carried 
away,  bones  and  all  together.  Of  the  hides  are 
made  the  foies  of  the  dippers  which  are  worn  in 
Egypt,  widiout  any  drefllng,  but  what  the  fun  can 
give  them.  The  circumftances  of  this  animal’s 
death,  when  his  flrength  fails  him  on  the  road,  have 
fomething  in  them  affeffing  to  humanity.  Such 
are  his  patience  and  perfeverance,  that  he  purfues 
his  journey  without  flagging,  as  long  as  he  has 
power  to  fupport  its  weight ; and  fuch  are  his  forti- 
tude and  fpirit,that  he  will  never  give  out,  until  na- 
ture finks  beneath  the  complicated  ills  wliich  prefs 
upon  him.  Then,  and  then  only,  will  he  refign 
his  burden  and  his  body  to  the  ground.  Nor 
ftripes,  nor  careffes,  nor  food,  nor  reft,  will  make 
him  rife  again  ! His  vigor  is  exhaufted,  and  life 
ebbs  out  apace  ! —This  the  Arabs  are  very  fenfible 
of,  and  kindly  plunge  a fword  into  the  breaft  of 
the  dying  beaft,  to  fhorten  his  pangs.  Even  the 
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Arab  feels  remorfe  when  he  commits  this  deed  : 
his  hardened  heart  is  moved  at  the  lofs  of  a faith- 
ful fervant ! — Peace  then  to  thy  remains,  unhappy 
fon  of  want  and  woe  ! May  no  rude  wind  difturb 
thy  bones,  no  impious  hand  remove  them  from  the 
reach  of  paffing  eyes  ! At  fight  of  them  the  tra- 
veller fhall  drop  a pitying  tear.  Thy  force  ! thy 
gentlenefs  ! thy  giant  form  ! thy  toiling  days  ! thy 
haplefs  end ! fhall  rufli  upon  his  mind,  and  loudly 
claim  this  tranfient  tribute  1 So  may  he  hope  to 
pafs  fecure  the  horrors  of  the  wade — fo  may  the 
bead  which  he  bedrides,  efcape  thy  fate  ! 

At  ten  o’clock  we  halted  in  the  fun  to  break- 
fad,  among  fome  thidles,  which  is  all  that  the  plain 
affords  our  poor  camels.  The  foil  here  is  gravel, 
intermixed  with  chalk  and  done.  The  lad  dage 
was  three  hours  and  an  half,  or  nine  miles.  At 
eleven  we  refumed  our  march,  over  one  of  the  mod 
extend ve  plains  in  the  univerfe.  Not  a hill,  not  a 
tree  appears  ; and  the  eye,  as  on  the  ocean,  is  only 
bounded  by  the  horizon.  The  fun  here  was  very 
pov/erful ; and  the  wind  blowing  over  the  chalky 
foil,  proved  more  troublefome  and  difagreeable, 
than  we  have  found  it  on  the  journey.  We  tra- 
velled the  whole  day  without  reding,  though  we 
were  obliged  to  pull  in  our  camels  once  or  twice 
among  fome  bufhes,  to  refrefh  them  with  a mouth- 
ful of  food.  At  five  o’clock  we  approached  a 
range  of  high  mountains,  which  run  wedward  to 
the  Nile.  We  dopped  within  a league  of  them, 
until  the  captain  of  the  robbers  and  fome  of  the 
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Arabs  puflied  on  to  furvey  the  pafs,  which  is  fome-- 
times  frequented  by  their  fraternity.  We  moved 
flowly  after  them,  and  at  feven  o’clock  overtook 
them  under  the  hills  at  the  entrance  of  the  valley, 
and  were  happy  to  find  there  was  no  appearance  of 
danger.  We  fiieltered  ourfelves  behind  a thick 
Ipreading  bufh  to  fleep,  as  the  north  wind  blew  pe- 
culiarly cold.  Here  my  fervant  difcovered  a fnake 
under  his  bed,  which  the  Arabs  tell  us  is  poifon- 
ous.  But  it  had  no  tokens  of  being  fo,  if  I may 
be  allowed  to  judge  from  the  variety  of  fnakes 
which  I have  feen  in  India.'  This  laborious  ftage 
took  us  up  eight  hours  and  an  half,  or  twenty-two 
miles,  fo  that  we  are  by  our  reckoning  212  miles 
from  Ghinnah.  Our  courfe  to-day  has  been4o  the 
well  ward  of  N. 


MONDAY,  15th  September. 

We  were  in  motion  by  fix  o’clock  this  morning, 
and  advanced  towards  the  hills,  to  which  we  judged 
we  were  fo  near  by  the  light  of  the  moon.  But  it 
was  a full  hour  before  we  entered  the  valley  that 
divides  them.  Here  we  found  plenty  of  provender 
for  our  camels,  who  get  but  a meafure  of  beans 
per  diem  each,  befides  the  food  which  they  pick  up 
in  the  way.  A flender  allowance  indeed,  for  fq 
‘ large  an  animal ! On  all  fides  we  obferved  the  freih 
Hot  of  deer,  and  of  another  creature,  which  I take 
to  be  an  e^k  from  the  fize  of  the  hoof,  but  which 
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the  Arabs  call  a mountain  fheep.  Thefe  moun- 
tains are  compofed  of  alabafter,  porphyry,  and  gra- 
nite ; large  fragments  of  which  are  fcattered  about 
the  road,  either  by  the  force  of  a whirlwind,  or 
their  fall  from  an  immenfe  height.  It  was  doubt- 
lefs  from  this  quarter,  that  the  antient  kings  of 
Egypt  furniflied  themfelves  with  the  materials  of 
thofe  fplcndid  edifices,  whofe  remains  are  yet  vifi- 
ble  in  tlie  principal  cities  of  this  kingdom.  Thofe 
lofty  columns  which  have  aftonifhed  mankind  at 
Alexandria  and  elfewhere,  and  which  have  been 
tranfported  to  Italy  at  a prodigious  expence,  were 
probably  cut  from  thefe  quarries  ; as  the  vicinity 
of  the  Nile  afforded  fuch  an  eligible  conveyance  to 
the  fea.  This  is,  in  faft,  but  a conjefture  j but 
fuch  as  a traveller  may  be  allowed  to  indulge  him- 
felf  in,  were  it  only  to  reftify  the  miftakes  of  fome 
very  ingenious  writers,  who  have  fuppofed  all  this 
profufion  of  marble  to  have  been  brought  from 
above  the  catarafts  of  the  Nile,  and  thence  deduce 
the  infignificancy  of  thofe  celebrated  falls  *.  But 
to  me  the  premifes  appear  fo  ill-founded,  that  I 
cannot  admit  of  the  inference  j though  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  that  accident  alone  could  have  led 
a ftranger  to  the  difeovery  of  a quarry,  which  is  un- 
known or  unattended  to,  by  the  natives  of  the 
country,  We  winded  through  this  valley  ’till  ten 


* By  the  ceftimonies  of  Captain  Norden  and  Dr,  Pocockc, 
thefe  falls  are  really  Infignificant ; but  neither  of  them  pene- 
pated  to  the  fecond  or  third  cataradl, 
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o’clock,  when  we  halted  among  fome  thorn-trees  to 
drink  coffee.  This  ftage  was  four  hours,  or  ten 
miles. 

At  eleven  o’clock  we  refumed  our  courfe  through 
the  valley,  which  is  well  flocked  with  thorn-trees 
that  are  large  enough  to  throw  a fhade.  Our  nof- 
trils  were  faluted  with  a fine  odour,  as  we  pafied  by 
die  I'nowy  blolfoms  that  whiten  the  vale.  On  the 
road  we  flatted  an  hare,  and  faw  many  earths,  which' 
this  poor  creature  burrows  in  to  defend  her  from 
the  heat.  The  wind  was  fo  bleak,  that  the  fun  had 
little  or  no  effedt  until  towards  noon,  when  the 
weather  turned  very  fultry.  We  journeyed  the 
whole  day  in  this  valle) , which  in  fome  places  ex- 
tends itfelf  near  a mile  in  breadth.  In  the  after- 
noon we  were  alarmed  with  the  frefh  tracks  of  a 
camel’s  feet,  which  make  a flrong  impreffion  in  a 
foft  foil.  The  Arabs  do  not  take  them  to  be  more 
than  a day  old,  and  pronounce  a party  of  free- 
booters to  be  at  hand.  No  travellers  left  Ghinnah 
later  than  a week  before  us  ; and  what  bufmefs  can 
bring  any  but  freebooters  into  this  wafte,  is  incom- 
prehenfible  to  us.  Danger  feemed  to  be  near  us, 
and  fcouts  were  lent  forward  to  advertife  us  of  it. 
The  robbers  were  employed  in  this  office,  and  by 
the  facility  with  which  they  traced  the  fufpicious 
feet,  it  appeared  how  difficult  it  would  be  to  avoid 
fuch  an  expert  pack.  No  hound  could  run  truer 
upon  a fcent ; nor  do  I fuppcfe,  any  hound  would 
be  {launcher  to  the  chace.  We  travelled  on,  how- 
ever, without  any  interruption,  and  at  fix  o’clock 
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halted  to  dine.  We  were  in  need  of  refrefhment, 
as  the  laft  ftage  was  feven  hours,  or  feventeen  miles 
and  an  half.  But  our  meat  is  quite  expended,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  put  up  with  flour,  which  alfo 
begins  to  run  fliort,  for  want,  we  fear,  of  ceconomy 
being  obfcrved  among  our  fervants.  By  Hadgee 
Uttalah’s  firft  account,  we  were  to  have  reached 
Cairo  laft  night ; and  now  he  talks  of  two  or  three 
days  more  ! This  miftake  muft  have  arifen,  not 
more  from  the  delays  we  have  met  with,  than  from 
his  ignorance  of  the  country.  It  behoves  us,  how- 
ever, to  be  careful  of  the  little  provifion  which  re- 
mains. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  refumed  our  march  by  the 
light  of  the  moon,  and  ftill  found  ourfelves  in  the 
valley.  At  half  pafl;  ten  we  halted  to  take  our  re- 
pofe.  The  laft  ftage  was  two  hours  and  an  half,  or 
fix  miles,  and  by  our  reckoning  we  are  246  miles 
from  Ghinnah.  Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  diredt- 
ed  by  the  windings  of  the  valley,  generally  to  the 
eaftward  of  N,  * 


T U E S D A Y,  1 6th  September, 

We  decamped  at  fix  o’clock  this  morning,  and 
prefently  quitting  the  valley,  which  is  above  thirty 
miles  long,  we  entered  upon  a plain,  over  which 
we  travelled  for  fome  time.  At  nine  o’clock  we 
came  fuddenly  upon  a well,  which  is  fituated 
among  fome  broken  ground.  The  fight  of  a fpring 
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of  water  was  inexpreffibly  agreeable  to  our  eyes, 
which  had  fo  long  been  ftrangers  to  fo  refrefliing 
Jan  objedl.  We  halted  behind  the  fhade  of  fome 
bulhes  at  a little  diftance  from  it,  while  we  break- 
fafted,  and  replenilhed  our  Ikins  with  that  precious 
article.  The  laft  ftage  was  three  hours,  or  feven 
miles  and  an  half. 

The  morning  was  very  cool  and  pleafant,  and  we 
beheld  an  hazy  fky,  for  the  firft  time,  I believe, 
fmce  we  have  been  in  Egypt.  The  heavens  are 
ufually  clear  and  ferene  in  this  upper  province, 
where  I cannot  learn  the  plague  has  ever  extended, 
during  the  periods  of  its  greateft  rage  in  Lower 
Egypt ; to  which  land  we  are  now  approaching. 
Hadgee  Uttalah  tells  us,  that  he  will  certainly  put 
us  into  a boat  on  Thurfday  morning.  We  cannot 
be  any  confiderable  diftance  from  the  latitude  of 
Cairo,  and  have  therefore  the  greater  dependence 
on  this  promife.  While  we  were  at  breakfaft  we 
received  a vifit  from  the  captain  of  the  robbers, 
who  exprefled  a defire  to  fee  a double-barrelled 
piece,  which  he  heard  was  in  my  pofteflion.  After 
the  honourable  treatment  which  we  had  received 
from  him,  I could  not  do  lefs  than  produce  it.  I 
went  further,  to  pleafe  him,  and  difeharged  it,  to 
Ihew  him  the  nature  of  its  conftruftion.  He  was 
much  taken  with  the  novelty  of  the  invention  j and 
after  furveying  it  with  particular  marks  of  fatif- 
fadion  and  aftonifhment,  he  returned  it  to  my 
hands.  I mention  this  circumftance,  to  evince  the 
(^jtcefllve  forbearance  of  this  man  s whofe  profeftion 

is 


LETTER  II. 


4; 

IS  thieving,  and  to  whom  a fire-arm  of  this  kind 
muft  have  been  a very  defirable  acquifition.  Ele 
had  not  left  us  many  minutes,  when  one  of  his  fol- 
lowers brought  us  a prefent  of  a bag  of  flou-r,  with 
his  mailer’s  compliments.  He  had  learnt  from  our 
conduflor,  that  we  were  in  want  of  it ; and  though 
we  did  not  chufe  to  be  under  an  obligation  to  him 
of  this  nature,  we  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  ac- 
cept of  any  pecuniary  confideration  for  it.  All 
we  could  do,  was  to  divide  fome  rice  we  had  left, 
and  fend  the  half  to  the  captain  ; which  we  had  the 
pleafure  to  underhand  proved  a new  and  acceptable 
food  to  him.  This  is  furprizing,  confidering  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Delta,  which  produces  fuch 
quantities  of  rice.  But  we  muft  remember,  that 
this  robber  has  detached  himfelf  from  the  fociety 
of  cities ; and  is  not  likely  to  meet  with  any  but 
the  common  grain,  in  his  progrefs  through  the 
wafte. 

We  Joft  the  greateft  part  of  the  day  at  this 
fpring.  Though  our  Ikins  were  prefently  filled, 
the  camels  were  yet  to  drink,  and  we  had  not  bar- 
gained for  the  time  which  this  necefiary  bufinefs 
would  take  up.  As  the  camels  could  not  go  to 
the  well,  an  hole  was  funk  in  the  earth  below  the 
furface  of  the  fpring,  over  which  a fit  in  was  fpread, 
to  retain  the  water  which  flowed  into  it.  At  this 
but  two  camels  could  drink  at  a time  ; and  it  was 
fix  hours  before  our  camels,  which  amounted  to 
forty-eight  in  all,  were  watered.  Each  camel, 
therefore,  by  this  calculation,  takes  a quarter  of 
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an  hour  to  quench  his  enormous  thirft ; and  to 
■water  a common  caravan  of  400  camels  at  fuch  a 
place  as  this,  ■would  require  two  days  and  two 
nights*.  A moft  unforefeen  and  inconceivable  de- 
lay to  an  uninformed  traveller  ! 

At  three  o’clock  we  refumed  our  journey,  and 
foon  entered  a dale,  the  moft  fertile  we  had  yet 
beheld.  Here  grafs,  and  a kind  of  wild  grain, 
were  intermixed  with  the  fragrant  (hrubs,  and  af- 
forded a very  agreeable  change  to  our  cattle,  who 
devoured  the  frefh  blade  with  unufual  greedinefs. 
The  banks  on  each  fide  of  us,  were  green  and 
floping,  and  the  foil  black  and  foft.  From  thefe 
circumftances,  and  the  courfe  of  the  dale,  which 
winds  N.  W.  towards  the  Nile,  I take  it  to  have 
been  formerly  a branch  of  that  river,  but  which 
has  been  long  choaked  up,  except  in  uncommon 
inundations.  As  we  went  along,  we  ftarted  feveral 
hares,  and  Iprang  a brace  or  two  of  quail ; but  we 
are  not  provided  with  fhot  to  bring  them  down. 
At  three  quarters  paft  feven  we  halted  under  the 
bank  of  the  dale,  to  take  our  repofe.  The  laft 
ftage  was  four  hours  and  three  quarters,  or  twelve 
miles ; fo  that  by  our  reckoning  we  are  266  miles 
from  Ghinnah.  Our  courfe  to-day  was  N.  by  W. 
and  N.  W. 


W E D N E S, 


LETTER  II. 


WEDNESDAY,  17th  September. 

We  were  mounted  before  five  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  miffing  one  of  our  camels,  which  had 
ftrayed,  we  were  obliged  to  divide  his  burden 
among  the  reft,  and  to  leave  a man  behind  us  to 
look  for  him:  We  foon  quitted  the  dale,  and 
afcended  the  high  ground  by  the  fide  of  a moun- 
tain, that  overlooks  it  in  this  part.  The  path  was 
narrow  and  perpendicular,  and  much  refembled  a 
ladder.  To  m.ake  it  worfe,  we  preceded  the  rob- 
bers ; and  an  ignorant  guide  among  our  own  peo- 
ple led  us  aftray.  Here  we  found  ourfelves  in  a 
pretty  fituation  ! We  had  kept  the  lower  road  on 
the  fide  of  the  hill,  inftead  of  that  towards  the  fum- 
mit,  until  we  could  proceed  no  further.  We  were 
now  obliged  to  gain  the  heights,  in  order  to  rcco- 
ver  the  road  ; in  performing  which,  we  drove  our 
poor  camels  up  fuch  fteeps,  as  we  had  the  greateft 
difficulty  to  climb  after  them.  We  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  leaving  them  to  themfclvcs  j as  the 
danger  of  leading  them  through  places,  where  the 
leaft  falfe  ftep  would  have  precipitated  both  man 
and  beaft  to  the  unfathomable  abyfs  below,  was  too 
critical  to  hazard.  We  hit  at  length  upon  the 
proper  path,  and  were  glad  to  find  ourfelves  in  the 
rear  of  our  unerring  guides,  the  robbers,  after 
having  won  every  foot  of  the  ground  with  real 
peril  and  fatigue.  In  the  valley  beneath  us,  we 
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pafiTed  by  a fountain  of  fine  water.  It  gufhed  from 
a rock,  and  threw  itfelf  with  fome  violence  into  a 
bafon,  which  it  had  hollowed  for  itfelf  below.  Wc 
had  no  occafion  for  a frelh  fupply ; but  could  not 
help  lingering  a few  minutes  to  admire  a fight,  fo 
pretty  in  itfelf,  and  fo  bewitching  to  our  eyes, 
which  had  of  late;  been  ftrangers  to  bubbling  founts 
and  limpid  ftreams.  At  feven  o’clock  we  reached 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  and  travelled  until 
half  paft  ten,  over  a continued  region  of  hills  and 
dales.  This  aftonifiiing  jumble  ! this  continued 
afcent ! recalls  to  the  traveller’s  mind  the  fabled 
battle  of  the  giants,  who,  in  warring  with  the  gods, 
heaped  hills  on  hills  to  fcale  the  canopy  of  heaven. 
They  are  rude,  craggy,  and  barren,  and  the  tracks 
over  them  hardly  paflTable.  In  the  bottoms  the 
foil  is  generally  clay,  and  fo  moift,  as  to  denote 
our  vicinity  to  the  Nile,  which  at  this  feafon  floods 
the  country  around.  At  fome  openings  to  our  left 
we  once  more  beheld  this  noble  river — beheld  him 
after  a long  abfence,  fweeping  his  majeftic  courfc 
between  the  towering  mountains.  We  plainly  dif- 
cerned  the  tops  of  thofe  to  the  weftward  of  his 
ftream  ; and  it  feemed  as  if  he  had  here  fcooped  a 
channel  for  his  rapid  waters  out  of  the  folid  rock. 
We  gradually  regained  the  low  lands,  and  at  eleven 
o’clock  halted  among  fome  flirubs,  to  refrefh  our- 
felves  and  cattle.  Here  our  Arab  overtook  us 
with  the  mifling  camel.  The  circumllance  of  his 
wandering  is  very  uncommon.  The  camel  is  the 
molt  {laid  of  all  creatures,  and  remains  by  the  bag- 
gage 
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gage  during  the  night  without  being  picketed.  The 
lafh  fbage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles. 

At  half  paft  eleven  we  refumed  our  march,  and 
foon  came  to  the  foot  of  a prodigious  hill,  which 
we  unexpectedly  found  we  were  to  afcend.  It  was 
perpendicular,  like  the  one  which  we  had  palTed 
fome  hours  before  ; but  what  rendered  the  accefs 
more  difficult,  the  path  which  we  were  to  tread, 
was  nearly  right  up  and  down.  The  captain  of 
the  robbers,  feeing  the  obftacles  we  had  to  over- 
come, wifely  fent  all  his  camels  round  the  moun- 
tain, where  he  knew  there  was  a defile,  and  only 
accompanied  us  with  the  beaft  he  rode.  We 
luckily  met  with  no  accident  in  climbing  this 
height,  which  our  people  tell  us,  is  the  laft  we 
Ihali  encounter.  W e journeyed  over  the  top  until 
one  o’clock,  when  v'e  defcended  into  a valley  by  a 
paffiage  eafy  ^nough.  Here  we  were  furprized  with 
the  fight  of  a man  and  a camel,  v/ho  were  half-con- 
cealed by  a fp reading  buffi.  Our  fervants  were 
firft,  and  gave  the  alarm  ; upon  which  the  captain 
of  the  robbers  puffied  on  his  camel  at  its  utmolt 
fpeed,  regardlefs  of  danger, ^nd  meditating,  pcr- 
' haps,  the  fcizure  of  fome  booty.  Our  Arabs  fol- 
lowed him,  and  prefently  furrounded  the  man.  My 
companions  and  myfelf  halted  after.  Our  fituation 
was  difficult  on  fuch  an  occafion  i but  we  had  al- 
ready determined  on  the  part  we  were  to  take, 
Ihould  the  diftrefs  of  a fellow-creature  claim  our 
proteclion.  We  were  bound  by  the  ties  of  honor, 
to  obferve  a Uriel  neutrality  towards  the  robbers, 
„ VoL.  II,  E except 
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except  when  they  infringed  the  rights  of  human 
nature  in  our  prefence.  Happily  for  us  all,  the 
man  in  queftion  was  no  fubjeft  for  their  depreda- 
tions. We  foon  came  up  to  him,  and  found  he 
was  a courier,  who  left  Cairo  but  yefterday,  and  is 
proceeding  with  letters  to  fome  town  on  the  river. 
He  is  known  to  the  robber,  or  it  feems  that  he  would 
not  have  ventured  through  the  defart.  He  tells  us 
' that  all  is  quiet  again  at  Cairo.  This  news,  and  the 
certain  vicinity  of  the  city,  have  put  us  all  into 
good  fpirits.  The  arduous  enterprife  is  near 
accompli  filed,  and  the  palm  of  fuccefs  is  at 
hand  ! 

We  left  the  principal  Arabs  to  entertain  the 
ftranger  with  coffee,  and  toiled  through  the  valley 
until  half  paft  five  o’clock,  when  we  halted  to 
dine.  We  were  now  joined  by  thofe  Arabs,  and 
prefently  after  by  the  reft  of  the  robbers,  who  had 
made  an  aftonifliing  march  to  overtake  us.  This 
ftage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles.  After  a light 
refrefhment  of  bread,  we  moved  on  at  feven  with 
the  moon,  which  was  now  at  full,  and  afforded  us 
a clear  light  to  march  over  an  hilly  region  until 
twelve  o’clock,  when  we  fpread  our  beds  under  a 
bank,  to  fnatch  a fiiort  repofe.  The  Arabs  tell 
us  we  muft  be  ftirring  before  day-break,  which, 
added  to  our  march  to-day,  pronounces  them  to 
be  anxious  to  finifli  our  toilfome  journey.  This 
place  is  but  a fiiort  diftance  from  the  river.  The 
laft  ftage  was  five  hours,  or  twelve  miles,  and 
by.  our  reckoning,  we  are  now  30S  miles  from 
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Ghinnah.  Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  N.  W. 
and  W. 


TPIURSDAY,  i8th  September. 

We  were  roufed  before  four  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing, that  we  might  get  early  to  the  town  where  we 
are  to  take  boat.  Witlput  our  ufual  allowance  of 
coffee,  we  marched  off  direftly  for  the  river,  to 
water  our  camels.  The  camel  is  as  ready  to  drink 
often  as  any  other  animal,  notwithfeanding  the 
large  quantity  of  liquid  which  his  llomach  can 
contain.  He  is  the  only  animal,  who  ruminates — 
if  I may  fo  term  it — his  drink  as  he  journeys  along  ; 
and  is  no  more  oppreffed  by  it,  than  is  the  ox  with 
his  cud,  which  he  chews  at  his  leifure.  We  did 
not  lofe  much  time  at  the  river,  which  we  were 
overjoyed  to  review.  Hence  we  direfted  our 
march  to  the  northward,  along  the  banks  of  the 
moft  delightful  river  in  the  woj'ld.  By  the  late 
floods  it  is,  in  fome  parts,  double  its  original 
breadth,  and  ruflies  with  a noify  rapidity  to  the 
main.  The  defart  here  ftretches  itfelf  to  the  very 
banks,  which  appear  infinitely  more  verdant  by 
the  comp^^fon.  In  our  way  we  paffed  by  a village 
to  our  left, '^balled  Vel  Hadie,  and  at  feven  o’clock 

s 

halted  at  the  town  of  ifeour,  where  we  expedted  to 
find  a boat.  But  our  expedlations  were  vain  j al- 
though Hadgce  Uttalah  went  himfelf  to  the  houfe 
of  the  principal  officer,  to  obtain  an  order  for  one. 
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Wliile  vve  remained  here,  I afcended  an  eminence 
without  the  town,  and  was  prefented  with  the  moll 
romantic  profpeft  that  imagination  can  portray. 
The  Nile  had  now  furrounded  a long  flip  of  land, 
which  appeare(;l  to  be  in  the  midfl:  of  his  ftream, 
and  difplayed  a bed  of  diverfified- green.  A large 
wood  towered  its  head  on  this  ifland,  and  altoge- 
ther formed  a ftriking  contrail  to  the  ruffet  moun- 
tains, which  overlook  his  wellern  fl:tores.  About  a 
mile  from  this  charming  retreat,  buried  in  the  de- 
fart from  common  obfervation,  the  robbers  have 
their  prefent  refidence.  They  attended  us  thus 
far,  and  then  returned  to  their  tents,  which  they 
had  pointed  out  to  us  on  the  road,  as  the  dwellings 
of  their  families.  Their  departure  was  lecret,  or  as 
we  call  it,  was  a French  leave.  Hadgee  Uttalah 
infmuates,  that  their  captain  took  this  ftep,  in  or- 
der to  Ihew  his  difmterellednefs,  and  to  fave  us  the 
pain  of  being  obliged  to  difmifs  him,  without  a 
prefent.  If  this  infinuation  be  juH — and  we  have 
no  reafon  to  doubt  it — there  was  a modefty  in  this 
procedure,  which  would  have  done  credit  to  a man 
of  the  moft  liberal  education.  Indeed,  the  whole 
behavior  of  thefe  robbers  has  been  lb  extraordi- 
nary, and  the  adventure  itfelf  is  of  fo  novel  a call, 
that  the  reader  would  fcarcely  excufe  me  for  part- 
ing with  them,  without  making  fome  obfervations 
on  the  fubje6t. 

Of  all  the  different  tribes  of  Arabians  which  we 
have  met  with,  thefe  tenants  of  the  defart  alone, 
have  afforded  us  unquellLonable  proofs  of  gene- 
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rofity  and  honor.  We  had  fought  for  thefe  virtues 
in  the  courts  of  princes,  and  found  them  in  the  un- 
cultivated wafbe.  Here  no  prejudices  are  har- 
bored, no  vain  diftindtions  of  relio-ion  give  rife  to 
defpicable  perfecutions.  If  the  fword  be  drawn,  it 
is  never  wanton  in  its  execution,  and  ftill  refpedls 
the  laws  of  friendfliip  and  faith.  Like  the  favage 
inmates  of  the  wild,  thefe  robbers  rove  through 
habit,  and  are  only  rapacious  when  urged  by  ftrong 
necelTity.  Man  is  their  foe,  more  than  they  are  the 
foe  of  man.  But  to  thefe  robbers  alone  this  reflec- 
tion will,  perhaps,  hold.  Banifhed  without  caufe 
from  fociety,  by  the  rerniffnefs  of  the  laws,  and  in- 
fluenced by  education  to  think  lightly  of  their  tref- 
pafles,  why  fliould  we  marvel  to  hear  of  people  in 
this  profeflion,  whofe  morals  and  manners  would 
not  difgrace  a city  ? This  pofition  is  at  lead:  evi- 
dent.— By  the  ftridl  conneiflion  between  them,  and 
the  frequent  trial  to  which  their  fidelity  is  put,  they 
have  formed  a character  among  themfelves,  which 
is  unknown  to  the  reft  of  their  countrymen.  A 
clraradter,  which  has  excited  this  involuntary  tribute 
of  praife  from  a ftranger  ^ and  which  is,  indeed, 
worthy  of  a better  fate  ! 

The  laft  ftage  was  three  hours,  or  feven  miles. 
At  ten  o’clock  we  left  Ifcour,  and  profecuted  our 
journey  along  the  banks  of  the  Nile.  We  met 
with  no  villages  for  fomc  miles.  At  one  o’clock 
we  law  the  pyramids  very  diftin6lly,  lying  to  the 
weftward  of  the  river.  Thefe  we  hatl  obferved 
from  Ifcour,  though  forty  miles  diftant  from  them  ; 
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but  from  their  magnitude  conceived  them  to  have 
been  hills  of  ftone.  We  now  were  afcertained  of  our 
approach  to  Cairo  ; and  on  my  afking  our  con- 
dudtor  the  ufe  of  thofe  ftruftures,  he  told  us  fo 
many  fables  of  their  origin  and  riches,  as  afforded 
us  ample  entertainment  on  the  road.  Not  that 
the  dreams  of  fuperftition  withdrew  our  attention, 
from  the  reality  of  the  vifion  which  delighted  our 
eyes.  We  were  ftruck  with  awe,  in  contemplating 
thefe  amazing  monuments  of  antiquity.  Every 
thing  confpired  to  touch  the  traveller’s  mind  with 
the  fublimeft  ideas.  The  rude  grandeur  of  the 
ftupendous  mountains  behind  the  pyramids ; the 
aftoni filing  height  of  the  pyramids  themfelves, 
which  appear  to  rival  the  works  of  nature ; the 
breadth  and  rapidity  of  the  river  which  runs  be- 
neath them,  fo  renowned  in  fong,  and  fo  fertile  of 
uncommon  produdlions,  united  to  raife  a pidture 
worthy  of  a Brooke’s  * pencil  to  defcribe.  Nor 
did  I confider  an  herd  of  camels,  that  were  browf- 
ing  on  our  fide  of  the  river,  as  a fmall  addition  to 
the  magnificence  of  the  profpedt,  which  was  com- 
pofed  of  the  moft  gigantic  objedts  in  nature  ! In 
this  march  two  of  our  camels  were  fo  far  jaded,  as 
to  reduce  us  to  diftribute  what  little  burdens  re- 
mained to  them  among  the  reft,  and  to  leave  them 
at  a village  on  the  road.  It  was  now,  that  we  ac- 
knowledged the  prudence  of  bringing  the  additional 

* An  eminent  painter  of  Ireland,  whofe  talents  in  his  pro- 
fefllon  promife  to  illumine  the  rifing  glory  of  his  country. 
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camels.  We  no  longer  afcribed  the  meafnre  to 
any  felfifli  views  j and  wholly  acquitted  the  Arabs 
of  a defign  to  deceive  us  ; as  the  difhculties  in  this 
mountainous  journey  were  fufficient  to  break  the 
heart  of  a camel  itfelf.  At  five  in  the  evening-  we 
arrived  at  Tinnah,  a town  almoft  oppofite  the  py- 
ramids, where  we  prefently  procured  a boat  to  carry 
us  to  Cairo,  which  is  but  twelve  miles  diftant. 
The  laft  ftage  was  feven  hours,  or  eighteen  miles  ; 
fo  that  our  journey  over  the  defart,  from  Ghinnah 
to  this  place,  has  been,  by  our  reckoning,  333 
mjles. 

Tinnah  is  a fmall  but  pleafant  town,  and  Hands 
upon  the  reputed  fite  of  the  Egyptian  Babylon 
There  are  no  veftiges,  however,  of  that  fplendid 
city,  nor  any  ruins  here  fave  thofe  of  modern  edi- 
fices. The  houfes  are  prettily  Hiaded  with  trees, 

• This  conjeiSture  is  rather  hazardous,  as  difrering  from  the 
authorities  of  thofe  learned  travellers,  Mr.  Norden  and  Dr.  Po- 
cocke.  I hey  pofitivcly  alTert,  that  Cairo  itfelf  rofe  from  the 
ruins  of  the  Egyptian  Babylon,  and  perhaps  their  information 
may  have  been  jufter  than  that  of  the  author.  Their  obferva- 
tions  are  as  follow  ; 

“ Cairo,  formerly  Babylon.”  Norden’s  Map  of  the 
Nile. 

“ The  city  of  Grand  Cairo  has  been  much  magnified  as  to 
its  extent  and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants ; it  confifls  now  of 
three  towns  or  cities,  a mile  apart  ; that  is.  Old  Cairo,  Cairo 
properly  fo  called,  and  the  Port  called  Bulac.  The  antient 
city,  which  feems  to  have  fucceeded  to  Babylon,  and  was  built 
near  it,  was  called  Mefr,  the  old  name  of  Egypt.”  Pococke’s 
7kaveb,  p.  26. 
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and  the  environs  laid  out  in  fields  of  grain.  It  is 
eafy  to  account  for  the  extinftion  of  antient  ruins 
in  a peopled  place  j but  how  are  we  to  explain  this 
extinction  in  a defart,  except  we  recur  to  the  hurri- 
canes of  fand  in  which  they  may  be  buried,  or  ra- 
ther doubt  their  exiftence  at  once  ? We  met  with 
many  fpots  in  the  defart,  fit  enough  for  cultiva- 
tion j but  not  a ruin  of  any  kind,  to  denote  the  ha- 
bitations of  men.  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that 
the  geographers  of  old  wrote  without  adequate  in- 
formation on  the  fubjeCl ; and  have  given  cities  and 
tribes  to  a wafte,  which  has  beeii  defolate  fince  the 
creation  of  the  world  *. 

While  we  flipped  upon  our  remaining  rice,  we 
were  furrounded  with  crouds  of  people,  who  beheld 
iis  with  curiofity,  and  learnt  our  adventures  from 
the  Arabs  with  furprize.  At  nine  o’clock  we  joy- 
fully embarked  for  Cairo.  Befides  ourfelves  and 
our  domeftics,  Hadgee  Uttalah  and  the  camel- 
owners  accompanied  us  in  the  boat.  By  them  we 
promifed  to  gratify  the  drivers,  who  were  forry  , 
enough  to  leave  us.  The  moon  was  juft  rifen,  and 
without  fail  or  oar,  we  fell  down  brifkly  with  the 
current.  Every  thing  wore  a placid  afpeCt,  and 
feemed  ominous  of  the  ftate  of  the  capital.  W e 
pafled  by  many  villages,  which  appeared  very  pic- 


* They  have  even  exceeded  thofe  whom  Swift  ridicules' 
“ Who  o’er  unhabitable  downs. 

Place  elephants  for  want  of  towns.”  ' 
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tiirefque  by  the  pale  light  of  the  moon,  and  at  mid- 
night anchored  on  the  wefbern  bank  oppofite  Cairoj 
to  take  a Ihort  repofe. 


FRIDAY,  19th  September. 

About  two  this  morning  we  weighed,  and  ftood 
into  the  khalis  or  channel,  which  runs  from  the  ri- 
ver into  the  city.  This  channel  is  of  a confidera- 
ble  breadth,  and  was  lined  on  each  fide  with  trading 
velf -Is  and  pleafure-boats  ; which  difplayed  con- 
vincing tokens  of  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  the 
capital  of  Egypt.  The  ftrength  of  the  current  is 
here  encreafcd,  and  the  boatmen  exerted  no  little 
fkill  in  fleering  through  the  grove  of  malls,  which 
role  like  a wood  around  us.  The  flaores  on  either 
hand  of  us,  were  adorned  with  gardens  and  fuinmer- 
houfes  j the  dews  which  fell  thickly  upon  our 
heads,  were  impregnated  with  the  fragrance  of  the 
pafiing  gale,  which  “ whifpered  whence  it  ftole 
the  balmy  fpoil.”  Our  minds  were  now  diverted 
of  the  perturbation  which  had  fo  long  polTefied 
them,  and  were  fitted  to  admit  the  charming;  feene. 
It  feemed  to  be  the  effeft  of  fuch  enchantment,  as 
Armida  is  laid  to  have  exhibited  to  regain  the  affec- 
tions of  her  lover.  Erewhile  we  wandered,  like 
Rinaldo,  through  gloomy  vales  and  dreary  wartes  : 
And  now,  are  fuddenly  tranfported  to  the  elyfium 
he  found — to  ftately  palaces  and  vernal  lands.  We 
v/ent  under  the  ftern  of  a I'urknn  frigate  which 
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was  galley-built  and  carried  about  twenty  brafs 
guns.  She  was  probably  ftationed  here,  to  proteft 
the  channel  during  the  late  troubles ; but  from  the 
bad  look-out  which  the  Turkifh  failors  keep,  it 
would  be  no  difficult  matter  for  an  enemy  to  have 
furprized  her  in  the  night. 

At  three  o’clock  we  arrived  at  Old  Cairo,  and 
after  dreffing  ourfelves  in  our  beft  Turkifh  cloaths, 
we  landed  our  baggage  on  the  wharf,  and  difeharged 
our  boat.  We  were  to  remain  here  until  day- 
break, and  my  companions  and  I diverted  ourfelves 
in  examining  the  place.  In  ftraying  about,  I came 
to  a garden  furrounded  by  a lofty  wall.  On  one 
fide  of  it  there  was  a latticed  window,  which  ap- 
peared to  give  light  to  a bower,  as  the  lattices 
were  entwined  with  a fpreading  vine,  whofe  grapes 
hung  in  clufters  without.  As  I was  admiring  the 
fruit  by  the  doubtful  light  of  the  moon,  the  found 
of  a guitar  fuddenly  ftruck  my  ears.  It  iffued 
from  the  window,  and  was  at  times  accompanied 
by  a female  voice.  J was  too  far  removed  from 
the  performer,  to  reap  the  excellence  of  her  flcill ; 
but  the  novelty  of  the  adventure,  and  the  plaintive- 
nefs  of  the  tune,  kept  me  fixed,  as  it  were,  to  the 
fpot.  The  window  was  infinitely  too  high  to  be 
fcaled  without  a ladder,  or  my  curiofity  to  behold 
a damfel,  whom  my  imagination  had  pictured  out 
in  all  the  graces  of  beauty  and  youth,  might  have 
led  me  into  a ferape.  I was  now  called  away  by 
the  Arabs  'to  depart.  They  prefTed'  us  much  to 
fend  for  affes,  a Hand  of  which  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, 
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borhood,  as  we  fhoiild  find  oiirfelves  much  tired  by 
the  walk  to  the  Englifii  factory.  Our  pride  was 
{tarried  at  this  propofition  ; and  we  perfifled  in  our 
refokition  to  go  on  foot,  to  the  great  aftonifliment 
of  the  Arabs,  who  made  no  allowance  for  our  igno- 
rance of  the  cufloms  here.  We  fet  out  accordingly 
at  dawn  of  day,  and  li  ft  all  our  fervants  but  Ibra- 
him, to  ftay  by  the  baggage,  until  we  fent  camels 
for  it.  We  found  the  road  none  of  the  belt,  and 
after  going  for  near  a mile,  along  a dead  wall  that 
ikirts  the  channel  we  had  come  up,  we  entered 
the  new  city  at  a little  paid  fix  o’clock.  The  ftreets 
began  now  to  be  filled  with  people,  and  the  fhops 
difplayed  their  various  commodities  for  fale.  The 
favor  of  the  hot  bread  had  fuch  an  effeft  upon  our 
noftrils,  that  fhame  alone  deterred  us  from  flopping 
in  the  ftreet,  to  break  our  fafts  with  fuch  a new  and 
delicious  morfel.  In  fpite  of  our  difguife,  we  were 
immediately  known  to  be  foreigners  j and  the 
croud  repeatedly  exprelTed  tokens  of  furprize, 
which  our  Arabs  told  us,  arofe  from  feeing  us  on 
foot.  To  obviate  this  impertinence,  we  enquired 
if  we  could  not  proceed  by  water.  A canal  was 
near  us,  and  the  Arabs  called  to  the  rowers  of  a 
gay-looking  barge,  which  took  us  on  board.  We 
were  now  fheltered  from  the  fun,  which  was  wax- 
ing warm,  and  were  fhoved  along  at  an  eafy  rate, 
between  the  rows  of  lofty  buildings  that  face  the 
canal.  Behind  the  lattices  on  either  fide  we  difeo- 
vered  women,  in  the  Greek  and  Turkifli  habits ; 
and  one  in  particular,  of  uncommon  beauty,  who 

came 
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came  to  the  window  to  tafte  of  the  morning  air. 
Before  feven  o’clock  we  landed  in  a line  with  a 
quarter,  called  the  Fils  Moo/ky^  where  the  feveral 
European  fadlories  are  fituated,  and  in  a few  mi- 
nutes reached  Mr.  Baldwin’s  houfe,  of  whom  fuch 
frequent  mention  has  been  made  in  this  work. 
Though  a perfeT  ilranger  to  our  perfons,  we  were 
received  with  great  cordiality  by  this  gentleman. 
Notwithftanding  the  many  letters  which  we  had 
addrefled  to  him,  our  ftory  was  only  communicated 
to  him  yefterday,  and  that  by  the  Indian  Fakeer, 
who  delivered  our  letter  fafely,  after  a thoufand  dif- 
ficulties. He  was  forty-five  days  on  his  palTage  i 
had  been  taken  prifoner  repeatedly,  by  each  of  the 
contending  parties  ; and  efcaped  detention,  on  ac- 
count of  his  poverty  and  vocation.  We  were  glad 
to  find  this  faithful  fellow  had  received  his  pro- 
mifed  reward,  and  wifhed  to  repeat  our  thanks  to 
him. 

Mr.  Baldwin  now  congratulated  us  on  our  arri- 
val, which  he  utterly  defpaired  of,  as  foon  as  he 
learnt  our  condition.  Fie  was.  fo  confiderate  as  to 
apply  laft  night  to  Ifmael  Beg,  for  a letter  to  the 
Shaik  U1  Arab  for  our  releafe ; and  to  order  one 
of  his  fervants  to  get  ready  to  carry  the  letter.  He 
had  taken  thefe  preliminary  fteps  j but  owned  that 
he  was  doubtful  of  their  fuccefs,  when  he  confider-r 
ed  our  remote  fituation,  and  the  troubles  which 
agitated  the  country.  He  was  equally  charmed 
with  ourfelves,  with  the  behavior  of  Ifman  Abu 
jIVlly  j and  propofes  to  acknowledge  it,  in  the  name 
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of  the  king  and  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  This 
he  fignified  to  Hadgee  Uttalah  and  his  compa- 
nions in  the  Arabian  language,  which  he  fpeaks 
very  fluently ; and  defired  them  to  call  for  our  let- 
ters and  prefents,  when  they  had  finifhed  their  bufi- 
nefs  in  this  city. 

Now  we  bade  adieu  to  all  anxiety  and  care.  Our 
troubles  appeared  to  be  at  an  end,  and  we  were  only 
ftudious  to  confole  ourfelves  for  the  lofs  of  fociety, 
which  we  had  fo  long  endured.  Peace  was  reftored 
to  Cairo  ; and  the  operations  of  war  removed  to 
the  parts  we  had  come  from  j whither  Ibrahim  Beg 
and  the  fugitive  Beys  were  fled-  To  recover  our- 
lelves  from  the  fatigues  of  our  journey,  to  infpedt 
the  curiofities  of  this  city,  and  to  prepare  for  our 
progrefs  to  Alexandria,  are  the  points  to  which  our 
attention  is  turned.  We  obtained  from  the  public 
papers,  the  moft  fatisfaftory  accounts  of  our  con- 
cerns in  England  ; and  nothing  occurred  to  damp 
the  happincfs  of  this  day,  which  I may  venture  to 
fay,  was  the  fincereft  we  had  ever  experienced. 
We  difpatchcd  camels  for  our  baggage,  and  in  the 
evening  accompanied  Mr.  Baldwin  to  a French 
merchant’s  houfe  ; where  we  found  a great  deal  of 
company  alfembled  to  play  at  cards.  Among  them 
was  a very  agreeable  girl,  of  Greek  extraflion  by 
the  mother’s  fide.  Her  hither  is  a Frenchman, 
and  now  at  Marfeilles ; which  has  enabled  the 
young  lady  to  obtain  a perfed  knowledge  of  the 
French  tongue,  and  to  render  herfelf  very  enter- 
taining to  travellers  who  pafs  this  way,  d'hough 
(j  her 
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her  drefs  is  confonant  to  the  T urkifh  mode,  it  by 
no  means  disfigures  her  perfon  ; but  has  rather 
fomething  pleafing  in  its  novelty,  to  the  c^yes  of  an 
European.  One  of  my  companions  appears  to  be 
but  too  fenfible  of  the  charms  of  the  fair  Cecilia  ; 
and  I am  told,  that  this  is  not  the  firft  conqueft  fhe 
has  made  over  the  affeftions  of  Englilh  paflengers. 
The  Europeans  who  refide  here,  all  conform  to  the 
Turkifii  habit ; but  this  is  not  expe6led  from- fo- 
journers  like  us.  As  our  Eaftern  deaths  therefore 
are  much  the  worfe  for  wear,  we  intend  to-morrow 
to  refume  our  own  drefs,  except  at  fuch  times  as 
we  vifit  places  where  it  may  give  offence.  The 
Englifh  nation  alone,  take  this  liberty  with  impu- 
nity. And  I was  let  into  an  anecdote  of  a friend 
and  countryman  of  mine,  who  went  to  fhe  houfe 
of  the  bey  here  in  a fliaul  turban.  This  is  flridtly 
prohibited  to  Chriftians  of  all  denominations  ; but 
was  neverthelefs  overlooked  in  him,  becaufe  he  was 

I 

an  Englifhman. 


SAT  URDAY,  20th  September. 

We  ftaid  within  doors  to-day,  to  amufe  ourfelves 
with  the  new  publications  from  England,  and  to 
fettle  our  voyage  to  France.  There  is  a French 
fhip  at  Alexandria,  which  is  to  fail  the  beginning 
of  next  month  for  Marfeilles  5 and  Mr.  Baldwin 
has  applied  to  her  agent  here  for  a pafifage  for 
us.  He  intends  fending  difpatches  for  the  Company 

in 
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in  this  veflel,  and  will  be  better  afcertained  of  the 
precife  time  of  her  departure. 

Mifir  U1  Kaira,  or  the  City  of  Anguifh,  fo  called 
from  the  frequent  vifits  which  it  has  received  from 
the  plague,  but  commonly  termed  Grand  Cairo  by 
us,  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  30°  3^N.  on  an 
artificial  branch  of  the  Nile.  Old  Cairo  nearly 
faces  the  river;  but  the  New  city  Is  removed  above 
a mile  from  it,  and  approaches  to  the  range  of 
mountains  which  runs  through  Upper  Egypt,  and 
abruptly  breaks  off  here.  It  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  finefl  cities  in  die  Eaft  ; which,  from  the  pre- 
fent  ftlle  of  architeflure  that  reigns  among  the 
Orientals,  Is  but  a faint  comm.endation.  The 
houfes  are  in  general  bulk  of  ftone,  and,  being 
elevated  to  feveral  ftories,  would  make  a grand 
appearance,  notwithftanding  the  Inelegance  of  their 
ftrueflure,  were  not  the  effei^l  deftroyed  by  the  ex- 
celTive  narrownefs  of  the  ftreets.  This  is  one  of 
the  caufes  to  which  the  ingenious  Dr.  Mead  afcribes 
the  birth  of  the  plague  in  this  capital  ; but  experi- 
ence evinces,  that  it  arifes  from  foreign  and  adven- 
titious caufes.  There  has  not  been  a plague  here 
for  thefe  feven  years  ; which  is  rendered  more  re- 
markable, by  the  commencement  of  the  Ruffian 
war  at  the  date  of  Its  ceffiuion.  No  one  can  ac- 
count for  this  ; tliough  a year  leUlom  paffied  by 
before,  without  a vifit  from  it.  1 do  not  recolkdl:' 
if  any  writer  has  taken  notice  of  a c ire  urn  (lance, 
(hat  divefts  this  fell  deltroyer  of  a confiderable  por- 
tion of  Ills  terrors  in  this  quarter  of  tlie  worltl,  and 

opens 
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opens  an  ample  field  for  philofophical  fpeciilatlofti 
The  melancholy  confequences  of  the  plague  are 
well  known  to  us.  The  laws  have  been  alarmed 
at  its  veiy  name  j and  our  ports  have  been  fo  re- 
gulated, as  wholly  to  exclude  It.  The  gay  metro- 
polis of  London  was  formerly  depopulated  by  it  j 
and,  in  our  own  age,  we  have  feen  the  flouri filing 
city  of  Marfeilles  rendered  a'  defart  by  its  ravages. 
From  feenes  within  the  fphere  of  his  knowledge, 
an  elegant  and  fentimental  poet  of  our  nation  thus 
feelingly  deferibes  its  baleful  influence : 

Jullen  doory 

Tet  uninfeEiedy  on  its  cautious  hinge 
Fearing  to  turn,  abhors  Jociety  : 

Dependants,  friends,  relations.  Love  himjelf. 
Savaged  by  Woe,  forget  the  tender  tie, 

Lhe  Jweet  engagement  of  the  feeling  heart F 

This  pidture  is  juft,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  this 
malady  in  Europe.  But  In  Turkey  the  cafe  is  al- 
tered ; and  we  look  In  vain  for  thefe  ftrokes  of  the 
pathetic.  The  Mahometans  are  confirmed  Predef- 
tinarians ; and  are  not  to  be  deterred  by  the  fear 
of  contagion,  from  attending  their  brethren  in  dif- 
trefs.  The  miftakes  of  the  head  here  expand  the 
heart  with  the  tide  of  humanity.  The  dying  havCx 
their  exit  fmoothed  by  the  tender  oflices  of  friend- 
Ihip  ; and  thoufands  are  fnatched  from  an  untimely* 
grave,  by  the  force  of  an  happy  prejudice.  It  is 
t;ue,  that  many  are  plunged  into  this  diftemper, 

who 
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who  might  otherwife  have  avoided  it ; but  the  evil 
is  far  outweighed  by  the  good  which  refulrs  from 
it.  For  the  diftcmper  is  by  no  means  fatal.  With 
care  and  attention,  the  greater  part  of  the  infedted 
generally  recover.  I have  inyfelf  feen  a man  here, 
who  has  had  tlie  plague  no  lefs  than  five  times  ; 
each  of  which  is  dillinguifl-ied  by  blotches  upon 
different  parrs  of  his  body,  which  he  will  carry  with 
him  to  his  tomb. 

One  of  the  moft  noted  things  here,  is  an  aque- 
du6t  which  conveys  water  from  the  Nile  to  the 
caftle,  that  Hands  on  an  hill  in  the  eaft  quarter  of 
the  city.  This  aquedudl  runs  a very  confiderable 
length.  We  faw  it  as  we  came  from  Old  Cairo, 
and  were  told  that  its  courfe  is  two  miles.  It  is 
built  of  Hone,  and  lined  on  each  fide  with  lofty 
gothic  arches,  which  give  it  a very  noble  appear- 
ance. It  is  however  a modern  work  ; and  cannot 
"be  claffed  among  the  antiquities  of  Egypt.  Thefe 
we  are  to  begin  upon,  as  foon  as  our  bodies  are 
reftored  to  their  former  vigor.  But  the  pyramids 
and  the  catacombs  are  too  diftant  for  our  minute 
infpeftion  ; and  we  can  only  regret,  that  our  time 
admits  of  our  taking  but  a paffing  view  of  them. 
Travellers  like  us,  who  fall  by  accident  into  a 
country  replete  with  the  monuments  of  paft  ages, 
and  whofe  time  is  not  at  their  own  difpofal,  to  gra- 
tify the  defire  of  inveftigating  the  remains  of  de- 
cayed art,  can  only  fkim  the  furface  of  fhe  ftream 
they  would  willingly  dive  into ; and  have  but  the 
merit  of  an  inclination  to  extend  information. 
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The  late  changes  which  happened  here,  are  corr- 
fidered  of  little  or  no  moment  among  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  dcpofing  of  a bey  is  attended  with  na 
tumult  or  bloodfhed  within  the  walls ; where  not 
only  the  natives  but  the  European  factors,  are  pro- 
tefted  froirj  violence  by  remaining  wdthin  doors. 
Though  no  greater  revolution  could  have  taken  . 
place  in.  any  government,  the  whole  conteft  fub- 
fifted  without  the  gates  r and  during  an  obftinate 
battle  at  Bulae  for  the  fovereignty,,  nothing  but  or- 
der and  tranquillity  reigned  in  Cairo.  This  idea 
is  carried  further  here  than  in  any  other  empire. 
And  fo  facred  do  the  T urks  hold  the  privilege  of 
a man’s  houfe,,  that  fcarce  an  inftance  can  be  pro- 
duced among  them,  of  priv'ate  property  being  plun- 
dered in  any  revolution  in  the  ifate.  A proof  of 
this  was  recently  dilplayed.  The  fugitive  beys 
were,  for  feveral  days,  in  pofiTefilon  of  the  caftle 
which  commands  the  city.  When  they  found  it 
expedient  to  quit  their  poft,  they  retired  with  their 
troops  through  the  ftreets,  and  enforced  a difei- 
pline,  that  preferved  tlie  city  from  the  lead  outrage. 
Nor  difappointed  ambition,  nor  grievous  necelTity, 
could  influence  them  to  injure  a people,  who  were 
devoted  to  a fuccefsful  rival,  or  replenifh  their 
finances,  by  a mode  fo  repugnant  to  their  cuftoms. 
Be  it  knowm  to  the  Chriftian  leaders  of  war,  that 
thefe  infidels  were  baniflied  dieir  capital — yet  vo- 
luntarily left  it  in  the  enjoyment  of  tliat  profperity, 
to  which  they  were  loft  ! 

In  the  evening  we  went  to  the  hummuni;,  to  re- 
10  frefb 
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frefli  oiirfclves  after  our  journey.  We  found  it  an 
handfome  ftone  fabric,  crowned  with  a large  dome, 
through  which  the  light  is  admitted  to  a fquare 
apartment  below.  In  this  apartment  the  company 
aflemble,  to  undrefs  themfelves  for  the  bath  j and 
here  they  return,  to  fmoak  and  drink  coffee  after 
the  operation ; for  which  purpofe  the  hall  is  fur- 
rounded  with  alcoves.  There  are  fmall  receffes  on 
every  fide  of  the  hall,  which  contain  cocks  or 
fountains  of  hot  and  cold  water,  to  temperate  the 
bath,  agreeably  to  the  inclinations  of  every  one. 
The  floor  is  paved  with  a diver fity  of  colored 
marbles,  and  adds  much  to  the  elegance  of  thefe 
receptacles  of  luxury.  The  ceremony  is  pretty 
nearly  the  fame  as  in  other  parts  of  Turkey  ; and 
having  been  often  defcribed,  there  is  no  need  of 
a repetition  here.  I will  juft  add,  that  the  cuftom 
is  not  only  cleanly,  but  healthy  to  the  laft  degree; 
and  it  is  merely  the  immoderate  ufe  of  it  that  pre- 
vails here,  which  can  occafion  its  being  condemned 
by  the  practitioners  of  phyfic.  , 


SUNDAY,  2ift  September. 

We  were  introduced  to  an  * Englifli  gentleman 
this  morning,  who  is  in  the  fervicc  of  the  bey. 

• This  Is  more  than  fufpedled  to  be  an  unfortunate  charac- 
ter, who  was  obliged  to  quit  his  native  country  fome  years  ago, 
on  the  imputation  of  a crime  of  a dark  hue. 
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Ele  commands  the  artillery,  and  was  on  the  expe- 
dition to  Syria,  in  the  year  1774,  when  Mahomet 
Beg  took  the  cities  of  Acra  and  Joppa.  During 
the  late  difputes  he  was  ftationed  in  Cairo,  and  re- 
tired with  the  depofed  beys  into  the  caftle.  .But 
this  was  only  to  fave  appearances  with  the  beys,  in 
whofe  power  he  was.  His  heart  inclined  to  Ifmaul 
Beg;  whom  he  joined  on  the  retreat  of  his  adver- 
faries.  From  this  officer,  as  well  as  Mr.  Baldwin, 
I gained  the  particulars  of  the  late  revolution.  It 
was  quickly  conceived,  and  as  quickly  executed ; 
and  appears  t'o  have  been  the  refult  of  no  great  in- 
trigues or  difficulties.  Simple  and  uninterefting 
as  the  event  may  be  held  by  the  fubjedls  of  more 
liable  governments,  the  relation  of  it  may  give  rife 
to  refle(5tions  not.  unufeful,  to  comparifons  not  un- 
favorable to  the  reader. 

At  the  death  of  Mahomet  Beg  the  reins  of  power 
devolved  to  the  hands  of  four  principal  beys. 
Ibrahim  Beg,  Morad  Beg,  Muftapha  Beg,  and  If- 
maul Beg,  were  copartners  in  the  empire  of  Egypt. 
Of  thefe  Ibrahim  Beg  pofleffed  the  dignity  of  Shaik 
Elbalad ; and  the  remainder  of  the  twenty-four 
beys  who  compofe  the  government,  were,  as  is 
Lifually  the  cafe,  but  their  partizans  and  depen- 
dants. The  pacha,  who  is  fenc  here  by  the  Porte, 
has  no  real  influence  in  the  councils.  He  has  not 
even  a voice  in  affairs  of  ftate ; which  he  is  con- 
tent to  leave  to  the  management  of  the  beys,  on 
condition  of  being  paid  the  tribute  which  the  Porte 
exadls.  Nay  the  beys  have  fometimes  carried  mat- 
ters 
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ters  to  fo  a high  pitch,  that  there  is  an  inflance  of 
Mahomet  Beg’s  refufing  to  fubmit  to  this  tax,  and 
denying  the  fuperiority  of  the  Porte.  The  fluc- 
tuating ftate  of  the  Turkiihi  government,  and  the 
war  in  which  it  was  then  involved,  prevented  its 
refenting  the  infult.  But  weak  as  its  arms  may  be, 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  ftrength  of  its  politics  in 
this  quarter.  This  revolution  was  certainly  coun- 
tenanced by  the  pacha  ; and  to  him  Ifmaul  Beg  is 
partly  indebted  for  his  fuccefs,  in  expelling  his 
brethren  from  an  adminiftraticn,  in  which  they  had 
praftifed  every  fpecies  of  fraud  and  opprefflon. 

The  conteft  fuddenly  commenced  about  the  end 
of  laft  July.  Ifmaul  Beg  marched  a body  of 
troops  which  he  had  fecretly  colleded,  without  the 
gates  of  Cairo  ; and  fent  a formal  challenge  to  his 
brother  beys,  to  go  out,  and  decide  their  difre- 
rences  in  a pitched  battle.  There  was  fom.ething 
fo  gallant  and  open  in  this  proceeding  of  Ilinaul 
Beg,  and  his  cha;  after  was  fo  far  preferable  to  that 
of  his  competitors,  that  he  foon  found  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a greater  number  of  partizans,  than 
the  allied  beys  could  bring  into  the  field.  They 
met  him,  hov/ever,  with  apparent  refolution,  at  the 
appointed  place ; and  the  two  armies  approached 
near  enough  together,  for  tire  commanders  to  re- 
vile each  other  for  their  conduft,  in  the  mod:  op- 
probrious terms.  Ifmaul  Beg  firil;  gave  the  order 
for  the  charge,  v/iiich  was  executed  fword  in  hand, 
though  there  were  boats  full  of  artillery,  belonging 
to  each  party,  at  hand,  and  the  troops  themfelvcs 

F 3 v/eic 


LETTER  II. 


were  furniflied  with  fire-arms.  But  a third  of  re-- 
venge,  and  an  eagernefs  for  blood,  which  mark  the 
afpeft  of  a civil  war,  hurried  them  beyond  reflec- 
tion ; and  tempted  the  combatants  to  trud,  as  they 
did  of  old,  to  the  drength  of  their  limbs.  The 
conflict  was  fliarp  and  bloody  j but  was  determined 
in  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  in  favor  of  Ifmaul 
Beg,  who  drove  his  opponents  back  into  the  city. 
Mudapha  Beg  fied  immediately  to  Upper  Egypt; 
but  Ibrahim  Beg,  and  Morad  Beg,  took  refuge  in 
the  cadle,  which  they  declared  they  would  defend 
to  the  lad  extremity. 

Their  fituation  was  drong,  and  matters  for  fome 
days  had  a promifing  appearance.  They  main^ 
tained  a correfpondence  in  the  city,  and  flattered 
themfelves  with  fpeedy  relief  from  Mudapha  Beg, 
But  this  dawn  of  hope  was  quickly  overcad.  Their 
mifeondudt  compleated  what  jheir  misfortune  be- 
gan. Jealoufies  arofe  between  the  chiefs,  and  en-i 
tailed  a fudden  defedion  among  their  adherents. 
In  Ihort,  they  found  their  numbers  fo  decreafed, 
that  they  judged  themfelves  unfafe  in  their  pod, 
and  contrived  the  means  of  efcape.  They  retreated 
at  midnight  to  the  Nile,  where  they  embarked  un- 
moleded  for  Jirje,  on  boats  that  had  been  prepared 
for  them. 

This  efcape  was  accornpliflied,  as  fome  think, 
by  the  connivance  of  Ifmaul  Beg  himfelf,  who  was 
glad,  at  any  rate,  to  be  rid  of  the  prefence  of  his 
rivals.  But  he  had  fopn  reafon  to  repent  of  this 
$lep.  In  the  epurfe  of  a w’eek,  he  found  the  fugi- 
tive 
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dve  beys  were  at  the  head  of  a confiderable  body 
of  men,  which  they  had  raifed  upon  the  river. 
This  force  was  ftrengthened  by  a fleet  of  gallies, 
under  the  command  of  Muftapha  Beg.  To  crufli 
this  danger  in  its  infancy,  Ifmaul  Beg  fent  up  a 
large  armament  to  engage  them  ; and  had  the  mor- 
tification to  fee  it  return,  vanquilbed  and  difperfedl 
The  tide  was  now  turned,  and  fuccefs  feemed  to 
defert  the  banners  of  the  vitlor.  FluBied  with 
this  critical  advantage,  Ibrahim  Beg  hotly  purfued 
the  troops  of  his  adverfary  j and  thought  of  no- 
thing, but  re-entering  the  capital  in  triumph. 
Terror  preceded  his  fteps,  and  Egypt  prepared 
herfelf  to  fubmit  again  to  his  yoke.  In  this  event- 
ful moment,  Ifmaul  Beg  marched  without  the  walls 
of  the  city,  and,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  pacha, 
who  has  the  charge  of  it,  fct  up  the  ftandard  of 
the  Prophet ; which  is  only  difplayed  in  times  of 
extreme  danger,  and  invites  all  true  MulTulmen  to 
draw  their  fwords  in  its  defence.  This  manceuvre 
exceeded  his  moft  fanguine  expedtations.  He  re- 
cruited his  army,  andVevived  the  f{)irits  of  the  fol- 
diers  to  fuch  a degree,  that,  advancing  to  meet 
Ibrahim  about  the  middle  of  Augufl;,  he  totally  de- 
feated him,  after  an  obftinate  encounter.  Ibrahim 
Beg  is  faid  to  have  fought  very  gallantly  on  this 
day  ; and  not  to  have  quitted  the  field,  until  he 
had  two  horfes  killed  under  him,  lie  fled  with 
precipitation  up  the  Nile,  while  the  remains  of  his 
troops  fubmitted  to  the  conqueror,  and  has  now 
joined  Morad  Beg  and  Muftapha  Beg,  as  I have 
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before  mentioned,  during  our  refidence  at  Ghln- 
nah.  He  was  lately  followed  by  confiderable  de- 
tachments from  hence,  which  it  is  expedled  will 
compel  the  unfortunate  chiefs  to  feek  for  refuge  in 
another  country. 

On  his  return  to  Cairo,  Ifmaul  Beg  was  univer- 
fally  acknowledged  as  the  Shaik  Elbalad,  and  his 
title  recognized  by  the  Porte.  This  is  a circum- 
ftance  very  agreeable  to  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  the  Eu- 
ropean merchants  fettled  here,  who  were  much 
opprefled  by  Ibrahim  Beg,  and  find  a fenfible  dif- 
ference in  the  deportment  and  difpofition  of  his 
fuccelTor.  He  is  an  encourager  of  commerce, 
and  difplays  a partiality  for  tlie  Englifh,  whofe  re- 
cent attempts  to  reftore  the  navigation  of  the  Red- 
fea  have  excited  his  admiration  and  efteem.  The 
few  executions  which  have  taken  place  fince  his 
acceffion  to  power,  denote  his  humanity,  and  exhi- 
bit a condudt  which  wholly  deviates  from  the  ge- 
neral line  of  Mahometan  politics. 

In  the  evening  we  accompanied  Mr.  Baldwin  to 
the  hoLife  of  a Greek  lady,  who  is  married  to  a 
Frenchman.  She  is  a native  of  Scio,  and,  though 
the  mother  of  feveral  children,  ftill  does  credit  to 
the  accounts  of  the  beauties  of  that  ifland.  She 
has  a daughter  about  feventeen,  in  whom  are  re- 
newed the  charms  of  the  parent.  Indeed  there  is 
no  doubt  but  the  Turks  poflefs  the  fineft  women 
in  the  world,  whom  their  vicinity  to  Greece  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  procuring.  The  brother 
of  this  damfel  is  likely  to  go  in  the  fame  fhip 
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with  us  to  Marfeilles,  where  they  have  a filter 
married  ; in  which  cale,  the  fair  Viitoria  has  given 
him  an  unfailing  recommendation  to  our  notice. 


M O N D A Yj  ‘lid  September. 

We  fallied  forth  this  morning  in  company  with 
the  commandant  of  the  artillery,  who  is  kind 
enough  to  be  our  guide  in  vifiting  the  curiofities 
of  Cairo.  As  no  Chriftian,  without  the  fanclion  of 
the  beys,  is  allowed  to  ride  an  horfe  here,  we  v/ere 
content  to  mount  that  humble  animal,  the  afs,  in 
order  to  be  conveyed  to  the  places  which  v/e  pro- 
pofed  to  examine.  To  obtain  that  fanftion,  the 
fon  of  a nobleman  of  the  firft  rank  and  family  in 
England,  is  fuppofed  to  have  made  confiderable 
prefents  to  the  beys,  when  he  palTed  through  this 
city  fome  years  ago.  But  the  confequence  was,  to 
protect  him  from  the  infults  of  the  populace,  there 
w^as  a guard  obliged  to  be  placed  about  his  horfe, 
when  he  ftirred  abroad.  The  difcindlion,  there- 
fore, was  dearly  purchafed,  on  every  account. 
Every  thing  grows  familiar  by  habit  j and  Euro- 
peans think  no  more  of  beftriding  an  al's  here,  than 
they  would  of  popping  into  an  hackney-coach  in 
Paris  or  London.  It  is  the  commiOn  m(;de  of  con- 
veyance, and  affes  are  to  be  found  in  every  flreet, 
for  the  accommodation  of  gentlemen  who  are 
afhamed  to  be  feen  on  foot.  We  were  not  in  this 
Secret  on  the  morning  of  our  arrival  here,  or  we 
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would  not  have  fliunned  a feeming  indignity  to 
incur  a profefled  one. 

We  pufhed  on  our  beafts  through  a number  of 
extenfive  ftreets,  in  our  way  to  the  caftle,  which 
Hands  upon  a folid  rock  nearly  in  the  center  of  the 
city.  The  ftreets  are  univerfally  narrow,  and  fo 
crouded  with  people,  that  we  experienced  no  .little 
difficulty  in  getting  along.  But  this  difficulty  was 
balanced  by  the  coolnefs  which  reigns  in  them. 
The  narrow  palTage  draws  a conftant  fupply  of  air; 
and  the  height  of  the  houfes  affords  a ffiade  at  noon 
to  the  paffengers  below.  We  were  immediately 
fenfible  of  our  approach  to  the  caftle.  The  ground 
rifes  pretty  gradually,  until  we  got  towards  the  top 
of  the  hill.  Here  it  breaks  off  into  an  abrupt 
fteep,  and  we  difmounted  and  left  our  affes  with 
their  owners,  before  we  entered  one  of  the  pofterns 
of  the  caftle.  The  fortifications  of  this  place  are 
in  a difmantled  ftate,  though  the  elevation  of  the 
hill  is  a fufficient  ftrength  to  people  determined  to 
defend  themfelves.  We  paffed  through  many 
ftreets,  which  are  inhabited  by  the  domeftics  and 
dependants  of  the  pacha,  who  ufually  takes  up  his 
quai'ters  in  this  fortrefs.  We  direfled  our  fteps  to 
a building,  which  is  reputed  to  be  the  hall  where 
Jofeph  gave  audience  to  his  brethren,  when  they 
came  to  purchafe  corn  in  Egypt.  This  hall  is  the 
only  remaining  part  of  a large  and  magnificent 
edifice  ; the  ruins  of  which  befpeak  the  wealth  and 
grandeur  of  its  founder.  The  hall  is  a fquare  of 
about  fixty  feet,  the  roof  of  which  was  a dome,  that 
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was  fupported  by  a double  row  of  granite  pillars. 
The  dome  is  fallen  in  ^ but  the  pillars  pronounce 
its  former  lofcinefs  and  magnitude.  They  are  each 
of  a Tingle  ftone,  thirty  feet  high,  and  about  twenty- 
fix  inches  diameter.  There  is  a cornice  of  ftone 
above  them,  which  is  infcribed  with  letters  of  gold, 
in  To  obfolete  a language,  that  we  are  told  no  one 
is  able  to  read  them. 

We  went  from  hence  to  the  council-chaiPiber, 
where  the  pacha  and  the  beys  meet,  to  deliberate 
on  public  affairs.  The  apartment  is  of  a vaft 
length,  and  ornamented  with  relics  of  mofaic  work, 
and  pillars  of  porphyry.  At  the  upper  end  there  is 
a fecluded  feat  for  the  pacha,  furrounded  with 
green  lattices.  Here  he  takes  his  poft  in  all  the 
vanity  of  ftate,  and  has  the  mortification  of  being 
privy  to  counfels,  in  which  he  not  only  has  no 
fiiare,  but  which  frequently  operate  againft  his  in- 
tereft.  There  is  a lope  ftill  depending  from  a 
beam  in  this  apartment,  on  which,  it  is  faid,  a bey 
was  once  hung,  during  Tome  tumultuous  difputes 
at  the  council-board.  There  is  nothing  improba- 
ble in  this  ftory.  But  it  is  not  To  eafy  to  account, 
for  their  permitting  this  difgraceful  inftrument  of 
violence  to  remain  in  To  confpicuous  a place.  In 
an  adjacent  building  they  fhewed  us  Tome  arms 
of  great  antiquity.  Among  thofe  moft  worthy  of 
note,  are  Tome  Roman  battle-axes,  and  a bow  of 
Inch  thickncfs  and  length,  as  would  require  the 
ftrength  of  a Patagonian  to  draw. 
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We  were  nowcondu6ted  to  Jofeph’s  well.  This  is 
another  work  which  bears  the  name  of  that  Patriarch, 
and  is,  indeed,  an  aftonifliing  monument  of  labor. 
It  is  fo  deep,  that  a number  of  oxen  are  conftantly 
employed,  in  raifing  water  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  garrifon.  There  is  a team  above  to  raife 
the  water  from  a chamber  below,  fixty  feet  from 
the  furface  of  the  earth.  To  this  chamber  you  de- 
fcend,  by  a flight  of  fleps  cut  out  of  the  folid  rock  ; 
and  here  you  find  a fecond  team  of  oxen  to  draw 
the  water  to  that  level.  The  authenticity,  how- 
ever, of  thefe  works,  which  boafl:  of  fo  early  an  ori- 
gin, has  been  much  doubted  by  late  travellers.  It 
would  be  prefumption  in  us  to  give  a decifion  from 
a curfory  view,  on  a matter  which  would  require  a 
difpalTionate  inveftigation.  Before  we  quitted  the 
caftle,  we  afcended  a mount  of  earth,  from  whence 
we  had  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  city.  It  ap- 
pears from  hence  not  half  fo  large  as  London  does 
from  the  top  of  St.  Paul’s  j but  the  extent  of  the 
Nile,  which  has  fpread  ir.felf  into  a lake,  as  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  ; the  clufter  of  iflands  which 
crown  the  filver  expanfe  ; and  the  majefty  of  the 
mountains  which  bound  the  fmiling  fcene,  give  a 
noble  variety  to  the  profpedt,  which  London,  with 
all  its  opulence  and  grandeur,  cannot  afford.  We 
went  out  of  the  caftle  through  the  principal  gate, 
which  faces  the  great  market-place.  As  we  de- 
fended to  it,  we  paffed  between  ihe  houfes, 
where  the  fugitive  beys  remained,  when  they  fhut 
themfelves  up  in  the  caftle. 
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We  found  our  afles  at  the  gate,  where  they  had 
been  brought  by  the  diredtion  of  our  condudlor. 
On  our  return  home  we  made  a circuit  of  the  city, 
and  had  an  opportunity  of  being  apprized  of  our 
want  of  confequence  in  this  place.  We  met  with 
a Capidgi  Bachi,  one  of  the  meflengers  of  death, 
who  delivers  the  fatal  mandate  to  the  fubjedl,  who 
has  become  obnoxious  to  the  bey.  He  is  an  of- 
ficer of  the  firft  rank,  and  is  diftinguidied  by  a cap 
like  a fugar-loaf,  at  the  fight  of  which  every  Chrif- 
tian  is  oblio-ed  to  difmount  his  afs  We  followed 
the  example  of  our  condudlor ; and  as  we  alighted 
near  the  palace  of  Morad  Beg,  he  took  us  in  to 
fee  it.  We  entered  a fpacious  court-yard,  and 
found  a fquare  building  with  four  handfome  faces  ; 
but  could  not  get  in  to  fee  it,  on  account  of  the 
fem.ale  fide  being  inhabited.  The  women  of  the 
bey  ftill  refide  here,  although  he  will  probably  be 
in  exile  all  his  life.  But  fuch  refpecl  do  the  Turks 
pay  to  the  characters  of  vomen,  that  there  is  no 
danger  of  their  being  molelted  either  in  perfon  or 
property,  however  adlive  the  part  their  relations,  or 
even  hufbands,  may  take  in  a time  of  trouble.  We 
had  a teftimony  of  this  rcfpcdl  as  we  left  the  bey’s 
palace.  No  lefs  than  thirty  women  were  return- 
ing to  it,  mounted  on  mules,  and  attended  by  a 
guard  of  eunuchs.  They  v/ere  vailed  from  head  to 
foot,  and  we  are  told,  that  no  lefs  a puniflimenc 

♦ The  chiaux  of  the  Janifaries  likewifc  exaft  this  compU- 
merit  from  Chrillians. 
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than  death  would  be  the  portion  of  any  one,  who 
would  prefume  to  remove  that  curtain.  We  ar- 
rived at  Mr.  Baldwin’s  about  noon,  very  well 
pleafed  with  our  morning’s  excurfion,  and  not  at 
all  dilTatisfied  with  the  Ipirit  and  paces  of  our 
alTes. 

In  the  evening  we  walked  with  Mr.  Baldwin  in 
a garden  belonging  to  fome  Francifcan  friars.  It 
is  neatly  laid  out  in  walks,  and  is  an  evening  ren- 
dezvous for  the  Europeans  of  this  city.  We  were 
here  joined  by  a French  nobleman,  who  is  faid  to 
be  under  a temporary  banifhment  from  the  court 
of  France.  He  is  a man  of  polite  addrefs,  and 
pafles  for  a proficient  in  the  polite  arts.  We  had 
a very  agreeable  fpecimen  of  his  flcill  in  mufic,  as 
we  adjourned  to  the  French  fa£lory,  to  be  prefent 
at  a concert  in  which  he  played  the  firft  violin, 
with  uncommon  tafte  and  execution.  Mr.  Bald- 
win bears  a part  at  thefe  little  meetings,  which 
are  an  admirable  relief  to  a mind  engaged  in 
bufinefs. 


TUESDAY,  23d  September. 

Our  departure  is  fixed  for  to-morrow  evening, 
fo  that  our  (lay  in  this  capital  will  be  but  fhort. 
We  would  willingly  have  dedicated  another  week 
to  fo  celebrated  a fcene  3 but  our  bufinefs  inter- 
feres with  our  pleafures.  It  is  with  double  regret 
that  we  now  look  back  to  the  time  which  we  loft 
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at  Ghinnah,  and  which  might  have  been  fo  profita- 
bly I'pent  in  the  city  and  environs  of  Cairo. 

Our  Arabs  came  this  day  to  take  leave  of  us. 
As  foon  as  we  could  obtain  money  for  our  bills  on 
London,  we  had  difcharged  our  notes  of  hand  to 
Hadgee  Uttalah,  and  given  him  the  promifed 
drefs,  befides  a gratuity  to  himfelf  and  to  all  the 
camel-people  according  to  their  rank,  for  their 
care  and  honeft}''  in  bringing  us  fafely  here.  We 
fhould  not  have  omitted  the  captain  of  the  robbers, 
among  the  number  of  thofe  who  demanded  our  ac- 
knowledgments, could  we  have  promifed  ourfelves 
the  certainty  of  any  token  of  ours  reaching  his 
hand.  But  our  principal  concern  was  to  fhew  our 
gratitude  to  the  Shaik  U1  Arab,  to  whofe  friend- 
fhip  we  owed  more  than  we  could  poffibly  repay. 
We  could  not  err  in  fuppofing,  that  a proof  of  our 
remembrance  would  make  a greater  impreflion  at 
fuch  a diftance,  however  trivial  it  might  be,  than  a 
valuable  confideration  would  have  done  at  Ghin- 
nah. He  tliere  had  it  in  his  power  to  reje6l  our 
offerings  ; but  ere  this  came  to  his  poffeffion  we 
fliould  have  quitted  the  country.  We  could  only 
confult  the  genius  of  the  people,  to  render  a flight 
prefent  acceptable ; though  we  did  our  venerable 
friend  the  juflice  to  believe,  that  the  intention  of  the 
prefent  would  be  its  chief  recommendation  in  his 
eyes.  A Turkey  carpet  for  the  ufe  of  his  feraglio, 
and  a piece  of  purple  broad  cloth  with  fattin 
facings,  for  a veil  for  himfelf,  were  what  we  put 
up  on  this  occafion.  To  thefe  Mr.  Baldwdn  added 
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fome  jars  of  French  fruits  and  Italian  fweetineats, 
and  other  rarities  of  this  kind,  which  he  judged 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  ladies  of  the  feraglio.  We 
delivered  thefe  things  into  the  charge  of  Hadgee 
Uttalah,  with  a complimentary  letter  from  Mr. 
Baldwin,  and  another  from  ourfelves.  Mr.  Bald- 
win’s letter  was  conceived  in  general  terms.  He 
fpoke  of  the  generofity,  with  which  the  fhaik  had 
behaved  towards  fome  of  the  fubjedts  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  and  he  extolled  the  merit  of  the 
adlion.  He  thanked  him,  in  the  King’s  name,  for 
this  inftance  of  his  good-will,  and  begged  leave  to 
cultivate  the  correfpondence  which  had  fo  acci- 
dentally arifen  between  them.  A correfpondence, 
he  added,  which  had  commenced  in  a manner  fo 
much  to  the  honor  of  the  lhaik,  and  which  could 
not  fail  to  extend  his  reputation  to  the  remotefb 
corners  of  the  Britifh  dominions.  Our  letter,  per- 
haps, was  lefs  courtly,  though  not  lefs  fincere.  We 
recapitulated  the  favors  which  we  had  received' 
from  the  lhaik.  We  hinted  at  the  defperate  fitua- 
tion  in  which  his  vigilance  had  difeovered  us,  and 
compared  it  with  our  prefent  happy  circumllances. 
The  change  we  aferibed  entirely  to  his  humanity. 
We  lamented  our  inability  to  tranfmit  him  a more 
liberal  token  of  our  gratitude,  and  entreated  him 
to  confider  the  tender  which  we  had  prefumed  to 
make,  with  his  wonted  candor  and  benevolence. 
Finally,  we  acknowledged  the  fidelity  of  the  ca- 
mel-drivers, who  had  enabled  us  to  comply  with 
his  lall  injuniSlions,  and  to  call  the  world  to  wit- 

nefs. 


L E T T K R IT. 

nefs,  that  our  high  fenfe  of  his  favors  would  only 
.ceafe  to  exifl  with  our  lives. 

Thele  letters  were  rendered  into  Arabic  by  Mr. 
Baldwin’s  interpreter.  Sufficient  praife  cannot  be 
given  to  that  gentleman  for  the  interefl  which  he 
took  in  this  affair.  Our  tribute,  fuch  as  it  was, 
has  already  been  paid  him.  It  remains  only  for 
his  employers  to  do  juftice  to  the  fpirit  with  which 
he  fupported  their  credit,  and  that  of  the  Englifh 
nation.  At  parting  he  prefented  Hadgee  Uttalah 
with  a pipe  of  fome  value ; and  we  had  the  plea- 
jTure  to  fee  him  and  his  companions  depart,  not 
iefs  fatlsfied  with  our  bounty  towards  themfelves, 
than  furprized  gt  our  remembrance  of  their  abfent 
mafter. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  impertinent  to 
remark,  that  the  report  of  thefe  Arabs  will  be  of 
no  differvice  to  the  Cpmpany,  flioyld  they  adopt  the 
idea  of  having  their  packets  forwarded  from  India, 
by  the  way  of  Cofire  and  Ghinnah.  The  port  of 
Cofirc  is  open  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  while  that 
of  Suez  is  ffiut  up  by  the  northerly  winds  no  Iefs 
than  eight  months  put  of  twelve.  A fail  which  I 
have  endeavored  to  cftabliffi  in  a former  part  of 
this  work. 

Amid  thefe  agreeable  tranl^illons,  we  encoun- 
tered one  of  a different  nature.  After  the  repeated 
inftances  which  Abdul  Ruflar  had  afforded  us  of  hjs 
honelly,  it  appeared  that  there  were  moments  in 
.which  he  was  not  proof  to  temptation.  Ibrahim, 
p/er  indolent  and  fimple,  had  from  time  to  time 
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lent  this  fellow  money,  and  fince  our  arrival  at 
Cairo  the  fum  was  confiderably  increafed.  It  was 
but  yefterday  noon  that  we  paid  up  Abdul  Ruflar’s 
wages,  at  his  own  requeft  j and  at  night  he  de- 
camped in  Ibrahim’s  debt.  This  intelligence  was 
juft  now  communicated  to  us,  and,  from  fome  cir- 
cumftances,  it  is  probable  that  he  is  returned  to  his 
native  country.  To  diftipate  Ibrahim’s  chagrin, 
in  fome  meafure,  we  took  this  opportunity  to  dif- 
charge  our  obligations  to  him.  We  had  advanced 
fome  money  to  the  captain  on  his  account,  on  our 
leaving  the  Adventure ; and  we  now  prefented  hiiti 
with  fuch  a gratuity  as  our  finances  would  admit 
of.  His  fervices  were  beyond  the  common  clafs, 
and  were  not  to  be  rewarded  by  any  limited  wages. 
Our  good-will  was  only  to  be  bounded  by  our 
ability  ; and  he  obtained  from  us  a purfe  contain- 
ing an  hundred  Venetians.  We  could  have  wiflied, 
indeed,  the  fum  had  been  doubled  for  his  fake. 
But  when  it  is  confidered,  that  he  will  work  his 
pafiage  to  India  on  the  fhips  of  next  feafon,  and 
that  Mr.  Baldwin  has  generoufly  offered  him  his 
table  while  he  remains  here,  the  fum  may  be  car- 
ried to  his  family  free  of  all  deductions,  and  will  be 
no  trivial  addition  to  the  fortune  of  an  Indian. 
Notwithftanding  this  difcharge,  Ibrahim  means  to 
accompany  us  to  Alexandria,  and  to  fee  us  embark 
for  Europe. 

Among  our  other  recreations  here,  we  make  a 
daily  practice  of  offering  incenfe  to  a fair  idol, 
who  lives  oppofite  our  houfe.  She  is  a mixture 
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of  the  Greek  and  French,  as  well  in  her  origin  as 
her  compofition,  being  as  remarkable  for  vivacity 
and  good-humor  in  her  temper,  as  for  fymmetry  and 
elegance  in  her  perfon.  This  young  damfel  quickly 
found  out  our  arrival,  and,  like  other  finging-birds 
fhut  up  in  a cage,  began  to  difplay  her  attra6lions 
the  moment  die  had  caught  our  obfervation.  She 
appears  at  her  window  every  morning  and  evening, 
and  either  awakes  our  attention  with  her  guitar, 
or  condefcends  to  reply  to  our  addrefles,  which  are 
breathed  to  her  acrofs  a narrow  ftreet.  She  has  an 
old  mother,  who  feems  to  encourage  the  innocent 
damfel  in  her  coquetry  j and  I fear  would  prove 
but  a treacherous  portrefs  to  the  caftle,  were  fome 
lover,  like  Jupiter,  daring  enough  to  defcend  to 
this-Danae  in  a fliower  of  gold.  There  are  numbers 
of  captive  nymphs  in  this  city,  who  figh  for  liberty, 
and  would  throw  themfelves  into  the  arms  of  any 
European  who  made  honorable  addrefles  to  them. 
Bred  up  in  the  circle  of  French  fociety,  and  denied 
the  freedom  which  they  hear  the  females  enjoy  in 
France,  they  repine  at  their  deftiny,  and  would 
chearfully  leave  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  country 
of  Turkey  behind  them. 

As  we  returned  from  the  gardens  of  the  conyent 
this  evening,  we  met  a gentleman  near  the  French 
faftory,  who  is  to  be  our  fellow-paflenger  to  Mar- 
feillcs.  It  feems,  that  he  is  a man  of  erudition  and 
rafte ; was-  formerly  fecretary  to  the  embafiy  at 
Rome  j and  is  now  on  his  return  to  France  from  a 
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tour  of  Greece  and  Egypt.  He  was  introduced  to 
us  by  the  name  of  Meillon,  and  promifes  to  turn 
out  no  inconfiderable  acquifition  to  our  fociety 
during  the  voyage,  and  the  term  of  our  quaran- 
tine at  Marfeilles. 


WEDNESDAY,  24th  September. 

We  have  been  preparing  ourfelves  this  morning 
to  take  leave  of  this  great  city.  Our  ftay  has  not 
been  equal  to  our  curiofity,  but  perfectly  fuitable 
to  our  defigns,  which  are  to  get  to  England  with 
all  poffible  expedition.  The  packets  with  which 
we  are  charged  have  doubtlefs  reached  London  be- 
fore us  by  duplicates  j but  we  have  private  as, well 
as  public  concerns  5 and  it  is  time  for  us  to  unde- 
* ceive  our  friends,  and  to  remove  their  apprehenfions 
for  our  fafety, 

Until  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  about  two 
year3  ago,  the  Englifh  carried  on  no  commerce  in 
this  city.  He  is  ftill  the  only  merchant  of  our 
nation  here,  and  is  agent  to  the  Company  for  forr 
warding  their  packets  to  and  from  India.  An4, 
confidered  in  itfelf,  this  is  a point  of  no  little  im- 
portance to  that  political  body.  The  advantage 
of  quick  intelligence  is  no  fecret  to  a wife  govern- 
ment. The  paifage  home  is,  indeed,  as  yet  preca- 
rious, by  the  difficult  navigation  of  the  gulph  of 
Suez  j but  the  paflage  out  is  fure  and  expeditious. 
There  is  an  inftance,  not  two  months  ago,  of  a 
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^/Ir.  Whitehill  comlno-  from  London  to  Cairo  in  a 

O 

month.  He  was  charged  with  the  reftoration  of 
Lord  Pigot  to  the  government  of  Fort  St.  George ; 
and  it  is  fiippofed  will  get  to  that  place  in  the 
fame  period.  A voyage,  which  feldom  is  effedted 
by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  double  the  time. 

The  decay  of  the  Englifli  trade  in  any  quarter, 
is  naturally  fuppofed  to  give  vigor  to  the  exertions 
of  the  French.  They  are  avowed  rivals  in  wealth 
as  well  as  pov/er,  and  mutually  rife  on  the  ruins  of 
each  other.  But  this  rule  will  not  hold  in  refpe6t 
to  the  commerce  of  Egypt.  However  flourifliing 
the  French  traffic  may  be  in  other  parts  of  the 
Levant,  it  is  apparently  here  in  a confumptive 
Hate.  No  other  fymptom  of  this  is  neceffary  to  be 
produced,  than  the  redudtion  of  their  eftablifh- 
ments  *.  The  confulffiip  of  Cairo  has  been  ftruck 
off  as  a fruitlefs  expence,  by  a recent  order  from 
France  j and  it  is  obferved,  that  a fpirit  of  diffipa- 
tion  and  gaming  has  crept  in  among  the  merchants, 
which  was  unknown  in  bufy  times,  and  is  wholly 
incompatible  with  their  -fituation.  A decline  of 
this  nature  will  give  fcope  to  the  induftry  of  the 
Venetians  and  other  fbates  of  Italy,  who  have  fadlo- 
ries  here,  and  cut  no  inconfiderable  figures  in  the 
commercial  fcale. 

* This  reform  was  undertaken  and  executed  by  the  inge- 
nious Baron  de  Tott,  whofe  inftruftive  memoirs  have  lately 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  curious.  He  quitted  Cairo  about 
the  period  of  the  author’s  arrival. 
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At  nobh  we  fent  down  our  baggage  to  the  boat^ 
which  we  had  agreed  for  to  take  us  as  far  as  Ro- 
fetto.  We  paid  but  fixteen  dollars  for  the  hire  of 
this  boatj  and,  with  the  affiftance  of  Mr.  Baldwin’s 
fervants,  laid  up  fome  cold  provifion  for  the  paf- 
fage.  The  markets  of  Cairo  are  plentifully  fup- 
plied  with  a variety  of  articles,  at  reafonable  rates. 
Flefh,  fowl,  and  fifh,  are  daily  expofed  for  fale  j 
and  are  ferved  up  in  great  perfection  at  Mr.  Bald- 
win’s table,  which  amply  fupports  the  character  of 
Englifli  hofpitalityi 

At  fivfe  o’clock  we  were  joined  by  Monfieur 
Mcillon,  and  having  once  more  arrayed  ourfelves 
in  our  Turkifh  habits,  we  mounted  our  affes  and 
proceeded  to  Bulac.  Bulac  is  the  port  of  Cairo, 
where  every  one  is  obliged  to  embark,  in  order  to 
have  his  goods  pafled  at  the  cuftom-hoiifei  Mr. 
Baldwin  was  fo  obliging  as  to  accompany  us  thi- 
ther, to  fee  us  on  board  the  boat.  We  had  two 
miles  to  go,  and  in  the  way,  obtained  the  fight  of 
a part  of  the  city'^which  was  new  to  us  ; and  which 
every  whete  dilplays  a face  of  magnificence,  we  lit- 
tle expeCled  to  find  in  Egypt.  We  went  through 
a fquare  that  is  one  of  the  fineft  I ever  beheld,  both 
in  refpeCt  to  its  extent,  ahd  the  loftinefs  of  the 
buildings  which  furround  it.  I fpeak  within  bounds 
\vhen  I pronounce  it  to  be  nearly  two  miles  in  cir- 
cumference j and  at  this  'time  the  area  exhibits  a 
beautiful  Iheet  of  water,  covered  with  gay  boats  of 
all  denominations.  When  the  Nile  retires  within 
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his  banks  again,  the  beauty  of  this  fquare  will  not 
be  loft  j as  the  bed  of  the  prefent  canal  will  wear  a 
drefs  of  the  livelieft  verdure,  during  the  other 
months  of  the  year.  We  reached  Bulac  about  fix 
o’clock,  and  getting  our  baggage  palled  without 
any  delay,  we  went  on  board  the  boat,  which  we 
found  to  be  very  large  and  convenient.  We  are 
now,  for  the  firft  time  in  our  progrefs  through 
Egypt,  to  be  fiieltered  from  the  fun,  and  to  travel 
at  our  eafe,  and  in  full  fecurity  from  danger.  From 
the  fpacioufnefs  and  convenience  of  our  vehicle, 
and  the  charms  of  this  celebrated  river,  we  look  for 
nothing  but  pleafure  in  this  voyage.  Mr.  Baldwin 
has  been  fo  obliging  as  to  fecure  us  a reception  at 
Rofetto  and  Alexandria,  by  furnifhing  us  with  let- 
ters to  his  agents  there  ; and  in  every  refpe6t,  has 
anfwered  the  expectations  which  we  had  formed 
from  his  character  and  ftation  We  parted  with 

* I have  learnt,  with  no  little  concern,  thatjthe  fituation  of 
this  gentleman  has  been  fome  time  pall  very  critical.  On  the 
plundering  of  the  caravan,  in  the  fiimmer  of  1779,  between 
Suez  and  Cairo,  the  government  bound  Mr.  Baldwin  to  pre- 
vent a retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  Englilh,  and  he  was  no 
more  than  a prifoner  at  large,  until  very  lately  that  he  effcdled 
his  efcape.  In  this  manner  has  the  treaty  of  commerce  be- 
tween the  Englilh  and  the  government  of  Cairo,  been  pre- 
ferved  ! Thus  have  the  fortunes  of  many  gentlemen,  who  built 
their  hopes  on  the  faith  of  nations,  and  remitted  their  property 
from  India  through  this  channel,  fixllen  a facrifice  to  the  in- 
conllancy  and  avarice  of  a faithlefs  race  ! Indeed,  a revolution 
has  happened  in  Cairo  fince  that  deferibed  in  this  work,  fo  the 
wonder  would  be,  that  any  treaty  was  refpcdlcd  by  fuch  a 
fludluating  government. 
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him  at  feven  o’clock,  when  our  boat  weighed  and 
fell  down  with  the  tide.  We  have  the  cabbiris 
wholly  to  ourfelves  ; but  flie  has  feveral  pafTengers 
on  board,  befides  us  and  our  fervants,  and  a valua- 
ble cargo  of  coffee.  The  wind  is  right  againft  us, 
notwithftartding  which  we  drop  down  at  the  rate 
of  three  miles  an  hour.  Juft  before  fun-fet  we 
opened  the  pyramids,  which  were  in  a direft  line 
behind  us.  The  mountainous  ftature  of  thefe  py-* 
ramids  was  increafed  by  the  fetting  ray,  which  had 
fallen  behind  them,  and  exhibited  a fpeftacle  at 
once  fublinie  and  pifturefque.  The  night  now 
Ipread  her  curtains  round  the  world,  and  diTpofed 
us  to  reft.  At  midnight  we  paffed  the  village  of 
Daranie,  on  the  Delta,  where  the  Nile  divides  him- 
felf  into  two  brariches,  which  fall  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean at  Rofetto  and  Damiat,  near  lOO  miles 
afunder,  and  form  the  Delta,  one  of  the  rhoft  fer- 
tile iflands  in  the  world.  We  took  the  branch 
that  runs  to  Rofetto^  and  continued  the  whole 
night  to  drop  down  with  the  current.  The  wind 
abated  tow'ards  morning,  and  our  courfe  was  con- 
fequently  quickened.  The  reader  is  here  pre- 
fented  with  the  courfe  of  the  greater  branches  of 
the  Nile  from  Cairo  to  the  Mediterranean,  as  a 
fupplement  to  the  chart  of  its  courfe  through.Up- 
per  Egypt. 
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THURSDAY,  25th  September. 

I rofe  at  day-break,  to  take  a view  of  the  coun- 
try around  us.  There  was  now  a fine  leading 
wind,  and  we  went  with  great  rapidity  through  the 
water.  The  navigation  of  this  river  is  certainly 
the  moft  delightful,  that  fancy  can  pifture  to  itfelf. 
To  the  right  of  us  is  the  beautiful  Ifland  of  Delta, 
covered  with  grain,  interfered  with  canals,  and 
thickly  fet  with  large  towns  and  romantic  villages. 
The  fcene  to  the  left  is  of  a different  hue.  The 
banks,  indeed,  are  adorned  with  handfome  cities 
and  extenfive  groves,  and  a tra6t  of  country  as 
verdant  as  the  oppofite  but  then  the  defart  ap- 
pears behind  this  garden,  and  gives  a noble  variety 
to  the  profpeft.  At  feven  o’clock  we  paffed  very 
near  the  town  of  Demifchili,  on  the  weftern  bank, 
and  ran  by  fever’al  iflands  of  various  forms,  which 
waved  with  crops  of  gtain.  * In  ftanding  from  one 
fide  of  the  rWer  to  the  Other,  we  ran  afhore  at  nine 
o’clock,  oppofite  a place  called  Abuel  Hau,  where 
we  were  detained  above  half  an  hour.  We  find 
that  boats  frequently  meet  with  thefe  accidents  on 
the  Nile ; but  the  bottom  being  every  where  a rich 
clay,  they  are  produ6tive  of  nothing  worfe  than  the 
lofs  of  time.  There  Is  no  danger  to  be  now  ap- 
prehended from  the  natives  in  the  day,  nor  will 
they  even  venture  to  attack  any  but  fmall  boats  in 
the  night,  in  fuch  a fituation.  The  fecurlty  of  this 

navigation 
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navigation  is  much  amended  of  late ; though  our 
boat  is  too  ftrong  to  have  fhrunk  from  danger  in 
the  word:  of  times. 

By  the  a6livity  of  our  people  we  got  afloat  again, 
and  purfued  our  voyage  until  noon,  without  any 
further  obftacle.  We  now  found 'ourfelves  at  the 
town  of  Effeiale,  on  the  Delta.  We  met  with  but 
few  towns  in  this  laft  run.  What  we  have  hitherto 
feen  are  moftly  in  a ruinous  condition  but  being 
all  embellifhed  with  lofty  mofques  and  the  ruins  of 
magnificent  ftrudlures,  they  cut  a very  elegant  ap- 
pearance from  the  water.  We  were  provided  with 
fome  roafted  fowls,  an  excellent  pie,  and  fome  bot- 
tles of  wine,  to  which  we  paid  our  refpedts  with 
great  appetite.  It  is  with  difficulty  that  we  can 
tear  ourfelves  from  the  deck  on  any  occafion,  as 
the  objefts  around  us  are  of  a fafcinating  nature. 
The  towns  now  began  to  thicken  onus  again.  We 
ran  by  the  villages  of  Nedfgili,  Berim,  and  Ferif- 
tah,  befides  a number  of  others  which  we  palTed  in 
mid-ftream,  and  which  are  to  be  found  in  a map 
that  Mr.  Nieburh  has  given  of  the  great  branches 
of  the  Nile.  At  five  in  the  evening  we  went  un- 
der the  town  of  Schabur,  on  the  weftern  bank,  and 
opened  a point  of  the  river  with  a fine  breeze.  In- 
numerable are  the  fmall  and  large  craft  which  we 
have  met  with  in  our  run  from  Cairo,  and  which 
convey  to  the  traveller  fome  idea  of  the  extenfive 
commerce  of  Egypt.  The  exports,  however,  are 
chiefly  confined  to  the  articles  of  life,  and  her  corn 
is  diftributed  to  the  different  ports  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean ■ 
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ranean  and  the  Red-fea.  This  is  the  coin  in  which 
fhe  pays  for  the  coffee  of  Arabia,  and  the  cotton  and 
filk  of  PeiTia  : and,  inftead  of  laying  illegal  impofts 
on  the  merchant,  had  Ihe  but  wifdom  enough  to 
trade  upon  her  own  bottoms,  without  fuffering 
foreign  nations  to  engrofs  the  freight  of  her  com- 
modities, there  is  no  doubt  that  her  gains  would 
exceed  thofe  of  every  other  country. 

The  wind  died  away  towards  fun-fet,  which  in- 
duced our  crew  to  man  a pinnace,  which  has  been 
hitherto  a-ftern,  to  tow  us  down  the  ftream.  This 
is  of  great  affiftance  to  us,  and  we  hope  will  enfure 
our  arrival  at  Rofetto  in  the  morning.  We  have 
put  fome  paffengers  afhore  at  fever al  places  which 
we  have  paffed,  but  fhall  carry  the  principal  part 
of  them  to  Rofetto.  Thefe  paffengers  are  lodged 
under  an  awning,  which  extends  from  the  cabbin 
to  the  mainmaft,  and  is  capable  of  containing 
twenty  people.  Among  them  is  a poor  boy,  who 
loft  his  father  in  the  late  troubles  at  Cairo.  He 
has  a good  appearance,  and  told  his  tragic  ftory  fo 
pathetically,  that  we  were  moved  to  companion,  and 
made  a colle6tion  among  us,  to  enable  him  to  re- 
turn to  his  family,  who  are  at  Conftantinople. 

The  night  is  ferene  and  unclouded,  but  we  have 
no  light  fave  what  the  ftars  afford.  It  is  a lucky 
circumftance,  perhaps,  for  our  bodies,  that  our 
minds  are  difengaged  from  the  profpeils  around, 
and  that  there  is  no  moon  to  tempt  us  to  wafte 
thofe  hours  upon  deck,  which  ftiould  be  dedicated 

to 
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to  fleep.  We  continued  to  fall  down  (lowly  during 
the  night. 


FRIDAY,  26th  September. 

We  had  the  pleafure,  at  day- break,  to  find  our- 
felves  near  the  city  of  Fue,  on  the  Delta.  This 
city  is  in  the  latitude  of  31°  10'  north,  and  within 
thirty  miles  of  Rofetto.  It  is  (till  of  a confiderable 
extent,  and  affords  an  infinity  of  lofty  minarets  to 
the  palTenger’s  view,  whofe  tops  were  now  gilded 
with  the  morning  ray.  Confidering  the  want  of 
wind,  oUr  progrefs  has  not  been  tardy.  The 
country  on  each  fide  of  us  is  ftill  a garden,  and  ex- 
hibits an  agreeable  variety  of  fruit-trees  and  Corn- 
fields, opulent  towns  and  fequeftered  villages. 
Now  and  then  we  meet  with  fmail  iflands,  more 
verdant  than  the  infant  buds  of  fpring.  At  feven 
o’clock  we  paired  between  the  towns  of  Deirut  and 
Disjedie,  in  the  former  of  which  there  is  one  of  the 
moft  beautiful  mofques  in  Egypt.  We  have  found 
no  incrcafe  in  the  breadth  of  the  Nile  fince  we  left 
Cairo  j nor  is  this  fo  much  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
we  confider  the  great  depth  of  the  channel,  and  the 
multitude  of  canals  which  every  where  divert  his 
waters.  We  pafiTed  in  the  night  the  grand  canal 
which  fupplies  Alexandria  with  water,  and  is  faid 
to  be  the  work  of  Alexander.  It  begins  nearly 
oppofite  the  town  of  Mehallet  Malik,  on  the  Del- 
ta; 
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t;i  ; and  while  it  was  open  for  boats,  Ihortened  the 
diftance  one  third,  in  the  voyage  we  are  engaged 
in.  But  it  would  have  been  a pity  to  have  robbed 
us  of  any  of  the  charms  of  this  river.  We  were 
flill  feafting  luxurioufly  on  the  profpeft  before  us, 
when  we  came  within  fight  of  the  city  of  Rofetto, 
which  is  known  at  a diitance,  by  the  ruins  of  an 
antient  tower  on  an  hill  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
place.  We  ran  under  a mofque  fituated  on  an 
ifiand  ; and  at  one  o’clock,  anchored  before  the 
city.  We  went  afhore  immediately,  and  waited  on 
Monfieur  TefTier,  a French  merchant  of  this  place, 
to  whom  Mr.  Baldwin  was  fo  kind  as  to  furnifii  us 
with  a le(^.  We  were  received  very  politely  by 
this  gentleman,  who  made  us  a tender  of  his  houfe 
during  our  fhort  ftay.  Monfieur  Meillon,  our  fel- 
low-traveller, took  up  his  quarters  with  the  French 
conful,  who  is  but  newly  arrived  here. 

Rofetto,  or  Rafchid,  is  fituated  in  31°  23^ north 
latitude,  on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  Nile,  and  is 
reckoned  one  of  the  prettiefi;  and  compafteft  cities 
in  Egypt.  It  is  the  next  to  Cairo  for  commerce, 
if  we  except  Alexandria,  and  exceeds  them  both  in 
the  falubrity  of  its  air,  and  the  beauty  of  its  fitua- 
tion.  The  Nile  runs  in  its  front,  and  the  fea  lies 
within  ten  miles  of  its  rear,  from  whence  it  is 
conftantly  refrefhed  with  cooling  breezes.  The 
country  about  it  is  a continued  plantation  of  lemon, 
citron,  and  orange-trees.  We  walked  out  in  the 
evening  to  furvey  the  city  and  its  environs.  The 
ftreets  are  regular,  and  the  buildings  in  general 
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neat  and  lofty.  We  prefently  quitted  the  town> 
and  were,  in  a manner,  buried  among  fragrant 
groves,  where  the  fun’s  burning  rays  never  intrude 
themfelves.  The  walks  were  ftrewed  with  the 
blolToms  of  the  trees,  whofe  boughs  were  at  the 
fame  time  loaded  with  golden  fruit.  In  this  happy 
clime  the  feafons  are  joyoufly  blended  together  s 
and  the  traveller,  in  thefc  retreats,  might  think 
himfelf  tranfported  to  the  regions  of  fancy.  Well 
did  they  deferve  to  be  the  favoritQ  refidence  of  the 
beautiful  Cleopatra  ! Here  peace  and  plenty  reign. 
The  noife  and  hurry  of  a city  are  not  perceivable 
in  this  peninfula,  which  was  not  the  leaft  difturbed 
by  the  late  revolution  in  the  ftate,  though  at  fo 
Iliort  a diftance  from  the  capital.  But  this  may  be 
partly  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  Turkifh  cuf- 
toms.  The  changes  in  the  government  do  not  af- 
fe6t  the  fubjedt  j nor  the  evils  of  public  difputes 
extend  beyond  thofe  who  choofe  to  take  a part  in 
them. 

On  our  return  home  we  paired  the  French  fac- 
tory, which  is  a fpacious  edifice,  and  difplays  a 
very  handfome  front  to  the  river.  There  is  a 
wharf  before  it  of  near  a mile  in  length,  which  af- 
fords a pleafant  walk  to  the  inhabitants.  On  the 
north  fide  of  this  wharf  Brands  the  ‘houfe  of  the 
late  Mr.  Wortley  Montague,  who  was  fo  celebrated 
for  his  wit  and  curiofity,  and  his  extraordinary  at- 
tachment to  Mahometan  countries  ; but,  perhaps, 
not  lefs  remarkable  for  being  the  Ton  of  the  inge- 
nious Jady  Mary  of  the  fame  narpe.  He  refided 
a here 
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here  more  than  three  years ; and  his  lofs  is  ftiU 
regretted  by  Monfieur  Teflicr,  and  the  gentlemen 
of  Rofetto. 

We  flipped  and  Qept  at  the  French  merchant’s, 
whofe  complaifiince  extended  to  the  procuring  us 
places  in  a paffage-boat,  that  fails  before  day-break 
for  Alexandria.  We  have  been  obliged  to  prefer  this 
mode  to  the  ufual  route  by  land,  which  we  are  af- 
fured  has  been  infefted  by  wild  Arabs,  ever  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  late  troubles.  We  fhall 
be  no  lofers  by  the  change,  as  the  country  between 
Rofetto  and  Alexandria,  is  little  better  than^a  de- 
fart ; and  we  fhall  now  have  an  opportunity  of 
exami^hg  one  of  the  mouths  of  the  Nile.  This 
mouth,  it  feems,  is  fo  choaked  up  with  a bar  of 
fand,  as  to  render  it  impaffable  to  any  veffel  that 
draws  more  than  nine  feet  water.  The  mouth  of 
the  eaftern  branch  is  more  eafy  of  accefs.  Fo- 
reign veffels  come  up  almoft  to  Damiat ; and  we 
underftand  the  Turkifh  frigate  pafled  that  way  tq 
Cairo.  But  flie  was  obliged  to  be  lightened  for 
that  purpofe;  and  it  is  only  during  the  inundation 
of  the  Nile,  that  veflels  of  fuch  a conftrui5lion  can 
enter  this  river,  which  is  navigable- for  near  a thou- 
fand  miles,  and,  were  this  defe61:  cured,  might; 
exhibit  fhips  of  various  nations  in  the  heart  of 
Egypt. 
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SATURDAY,  27th  September. 

We  embarked  at  four  o’clock  this  morning  ofi 
the  boat,  to  which  our  baggage  and  fervants  had 
been  fhifted  the  preceding  evening.  It  was  a veflel 
of  a different  built  and  conveniency,  to  the  one  we 
had  left.  It  was  not  yery  unlike  the  bark  in  which 
we  were  fo  long  toffed  about  the  Red-fea,  fave  that 
we  were  now  provided  with  a good  awning  to  fhel- 
ter  us  from  the  fun,  in  confideration  of  a piece  of 
gold  "which  each  of  us,  gave  for  himfelf  and  fer- 
vants. There  were  no  paffengers  befides  us  ; and 
her  cargo  was  not  very  confiderable.  We  weighed 
anchor,  in  company  with  thirty  fail  of  the  fame 
craft,  and  fell  down  gently  with  the  tide.  About 
fun -rife  we  found  ourfelves  oppofite  an  old  caftle 
on  the  peninfula,  which  appears  to  have  been  ori- 
ginally built  for  the  defence  of  the  river.  We 
croffed  the  dream  here,  and  anchored  at  the  vil- 
lage of  Arbut  on  the  Delta,  where  we  were  obliged 
to  wait  for  a wind,  to  run  us  over  the  bar.  Here 
we  found  the  remains  of  a battery,  which  had  been 
raifed  to  anfwer  the  caftle  on  the  oppofite  fliore  j 
and  it  feems  almoft  impradticable  for  any  hoftile  vef- 
fels  that  can  enter  this  river,  to  have  pafled  be- 
tween them.  We  found  feveral  brafs  cannon  fcat- 
tered  up  and  down  the  beach,  of  yery  antient  con- 
ftruftion  j but  the  bore  of  them  is  too  narrow  to 
engage  with  the  artillery  of  the  prefent  times.  Ar- 
' but 
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but  is  the  laft  town  on  the  Nile,  and  the  country 
about  it  affords  little  elfe  than  date-trees,  under 
the  fhade  of  which  v/e  rambled  about  during  our 
ftay  here. 

At  ten  o’clock  a breeze  of  wind  fpringing  up, 
we  repaired  aboard,  hoifted  our  fails,  and  flood  for 
the  bar.  The  river  increafed  all  at  once  in  its 
breadth  ; the  ftream  began  to  be  confiderably  agi- 
tated i and  we  had  approached  within  a mile  of  the 
bar,  when  the  wind  perverfely  came  ahead,  and 
obliged  the  whole  fleet  to  run  under  the  fhore  of 
Delta.  The  land  here  has  quite  lofl  its  fertile 
appearance.  No  more  the  earth  fmiles  with  the 
plentq^s  harveft  j no  more  the  embowering  fhades 
half  conceal  the  ruftic  hamlet.  The  ground  is 
thinly  covered  with  bruffi-wood,  while  the  Ihore  of 
the  peninfula  is  interrupted  with  frequent  hillocks 
of  fand.  While  we  were  kept  here,  our  fervants 
dreffed  us  fome  pigeons,  which  we  had  procured 
at  Arbut ; and  the  eating  of  our  dinner  helped  us 
to  pafs  away  the  vexatious  moments  of  delay. 

More  veffels  now  joined  us  from  Rofetto.  This 
was  the  part  in  which  the  difficulty  of  our  voyage 
wholly  lay.  If  the  wind  continued  as  it  was,  we 
might  remain  here  for  a day  j and,  for  our  confo- 
lation,  we  were  told  of  boats  that  had  experienced 
worfe  luck.  The  profpect  was  not  the  moft  flat- 
tering, and  we  were  about  to  wiffi  ourfelves  on  the 
road  over  the  defart  to  Alexandria,  notwithftanding 
the  perils  which  awaited  it,  when  the  wind  luckily 
veered  to  the  eaflward  of  north,  and  permitted  us  to 
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lay  up  well  to  our  point.  We  immediately  availed 
ourfelves  of  it,  and  thirty-five  fail  of  us  flood  for 
the  boghas  or  bar,  which  we  reached  about  one 
o’clock.  There  is  a boat  conftantly  at  anchor  in 
mid-channel,  to  diredl  others  through  this  hazard- 
ous place.  The  waves  ran  pretty  high,  and  it  was 
our  fortune  to  flrike  the  bank  three  or  four  times 
fueceflively,  in  performing  this  paflage.  The  fhocks 
were  very  fmart  j but  as  our  boat  was  light,  and 
the  wind  fair,  we  were  threatened  with  no  abfolute 
danger.  Though  the  gale  began  to  freflien,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  tack  twice  to  fetch  the  channel, 
we  got  clear  of  the  boghas  in  about  ten  minutes. 
This  was  no  trifling  piece  of  good  luck,  if  it  be 
confidered,  that  veflels  are  fometimes  fix  or  feven 
hours  beating  over  this  bai*,  and  obliged  to  unlade 
their  cargoes  into  the  pilot-boat,  in  order  to  lighten 
themfelves.  Had  we  been  coming  into  the  river 
at  this  time,  the  accident  would,  in  all  probability, 
have  been  of  a ferious  nature.  The  con  tell  be- 
tween the  wind  and  the  current,  which  fet  us  out 
fo  fall,  muft  be  always  very  violent,  and  occafion  a 
fea,  which  would  inevitably  Have  any  veflel,  that  is 
unfortunate  enough  to  flrike  the  bottom. 

The  Mediterraneap-fea  was  now  before  us.  The 
goal  to  which  our  earnefl  looks  had  been  fo  long 
turned,  was  now  happily  attained,  and  we  hoped 
foon  to  refpire  freely  after  a courfe,  run  with  peril, 
and  won  with  labor.  Like  the  fleed  who  ap- 
proaches his  forfaken  paflurcs,  we  fnuffed  in  ima- 
gination oui"  native  air,  and  every  pulfe  beat 
- quicker 
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quicker  with  the  thoughts  of  home.  The  Nile 
throws  himfelf  with  fuch  an  impetuofity  into  this 
fea,  that  Neptune  feems  to  flirink  before  his  might 
at  this  feafon.  For  a league  and  more  from  the 
bar,  the  water  retains  its  chryftal  hue  and  frefh 
quality,  of  which  we  convinced  ourfelves  by  an  ex-r 
periment.  We  now  flood  to  the  fouth-wefl,  in 
company  with  the  whole  fleet.  The  fea  was  fmooth^ 
and  the  light  barks  glibly  fitimmed  the  furface. 
At  two  o’clock  we  began  to  open  a bay  to  our 
left,  which  forms  the  peninfula  where  Canopus 
once  flood,  and  behind  vyhich  we  faintly  difeerned 
the  gr^es  of  Rofetto.  The  waves  now  were  con- 
fidera^  raifed,  and  otir  veflel’s  motion  encreafed. 
But  the  wind  continued  fair,  and  we  ran  brifldy  by 
a fandy,  but  not  a defart  coafl.  Date-trees  rear 
their  heads  behind  the  fteepy  beach,  and  many  of 
the  eminences  are  crowned  with  the  augufl  ruins  of 
ancient  caflles.  At  five  in  the  evening  we  found 
ourfelves  oppofite  to  the  town  of  Vickerie,  where 
there  is  a large  caflle  in, good  repair,  and  a light- 
houfe  for  the  diredlion  of  mariners.  Here  a gar- 
rifon  is  conflantly  maintained  for  the  defence  of 
the  coafl,  which  is  fometimes  intuited  by  Greek 
corfairs,  and  the  gallics  of  Malta.  This  is  a con- 
fiderable  head-land,  and  there  are  feveral  fmall 
iflands  lying  off  it.  We  once  more  got  in  with 
the  land,  and  fmoothed  our  water  yery  effeflually. 
We  deferied  feveral  fail  to  the  northward,  and 
made  the  hull  of  a large  three-mafled  veffel.  We 
yvere  the  befl  failor  in  the  fleet,  and  got  fo  much 
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ahead,  that  at  fun-fet,  our  people  could  diftinguifh 
the  point  behind  which  Alexandria  Hands.  The 
coaft  here  is  very  low,  and  offers  nothing  pleafing 
to  the  eye.  At  eight  o’clock  we  could  fee  the 
lights  in  the  harbor.  The  night  was  dark,  and  we 
loft  the  opportunity  of  beholding  the  city  from  this 
point  of  view.  At  nine  we  anchored  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  fliore,  and  fent  Ibrahim  afliore  with 
Monfieur  Meillon,  to  find  out  the  gentleman  to 
whom  we  are  recommended  by  Mr.  Baldwin.  We 
were  preparing  to  take  up  our  lodging  in  the  boat 
for  the  night,  when,  juft  before  ten  o’clock,  Ibra- 
him returned  with  Signior  Brandi  himfelf,  who  po- 
’^litely  came  for  us  at  that  late  hour.  We  left  our 
fervants  on  board  with  our  baggage,  and  accom- 
panied that  gentleman  to  an  hotels  which  has  been 
lately  fet  up  for  the  reception  of  ftrangers.  Here 
we  flipped  comfortably,  and  enjoyed  a found  re- 
ppfe  after  our  tedious  paffage  from  Rofetto. 


SUNDAY,  28th  September. 

We  rofe  betimes  this  morning,  and  fent  for  our 
baggage  and  fervants.  The  houfe  we  are  in  is 
roomy  and  convenient ; and  was  originally  the 
Englifh  fadlory,  when  we  had  a conftil  here.  Our 
hoft  is  a mafter  taylor,  and  feems  to  be  an  inof- 
fenfive  Italian.  His  wife  is  a Greek  woman  from 
Smyrna,  talks  French  and  Italian,  and  promifes  to 
render  our  fituation  eafy  during  our  ftay  here. 

We 
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We  are  to  pay  two  dollars  per  diem  each,  for  our 
bed  and  board ; a price,  indeed,  rather  extrava- 
gant, but  fettled  in  the  beft  manner  by  Mr.  Bald- 
win’s agent,  for  the  convenience  of  Englifli  tra- 
vellers. 

We  walked  out  after  breakfaft,  to  take  a view  of 
the  antient  port  and  city  of  Alexandria.  We  were 
attended  by  a Janizary  in  the  Englifli  pay,  whom 
it  is  neceiTary  to  have,  both  as  a guide  and  a pro- 
tector from  the  infults  of  the  vulgar.  Agreeably 
to  the  cuftoms  of  this  place,  we  had  refumed  the 
European  drefs,  difcarded  our  whilkers,  and  once 
more  l^ked  and  moved  with  freedom  and  eale. 
We  went  direftly  to  the  fea-fide,  to  examine  the 
Turkifli  haven,  which  lies  to  the  weftward  of  the 
pharos,  and  is  perfectly  fecure  for  fliipping  when 
it  blows  a gale  of  wind.  But  this  haven  is  facred 
to  the  Turks,  who  are  unfeeling  enough  to  forbid 
Chriftian  veifels  taking  refuge  in  it,  even  when  it 
is  impoffible  for  them  to  remain  in  fafety  in  the 
common  harbor.  The  melancholy  confequences 
of  this  reftridlion  have  appeared  more  than  once. 
Particularly  in  the  year  1767,  when  forty  velTels  of 
different  nations  foundered,  or  ran  afhore  in  the 
common  harbor,  during  a violent  ftorm  from  the 
north-eaft  quarter.  But  in  fpite  of  this  ordinance, 
Chriftian  veffels  will  prefume  at  times  to  peep  into 
this  portj  and  it  is  not  a fortnight  fince  a Maltefe 
privateer  chafed  a Turkifh  fhip  of  much  fuperior 
force  under  the  very  battery  of  the  pharos,  and 
gave  her  a parting  broadfide  as  flie  ran  into  the 
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road.  A Tnrkifli  man  of  war  of  fixty  guns  was 
then  at  anchor  here,  and,  either  through  want  of 
alertnefs  or  refolution,  did  nof  attempt  'to  revenge 
the  infult.  This  man  of  war  is  ftill  here,  and  there 
are  feveral  frigates  on  this  ftation  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  trade. 

We  now  went  into  the  dock-yard,  to  fee  a very 
bad  fpecimen  of  their  (kill  in  fhip-building.  Here 
we  perceived  a party  of  females  ftanding  on  the 
beach,  ready  to  be  embarked  in  a boat  for  Cairo. 
They  proved  to  be  Greek  flaves,  jiift  brought  from 
the  Archipelago,  and  going  as  a prefent  to  a bey 
of  Cairo.  This  information  we  obtained  from  our 
Janizary,  who,  at  our  requeft,  entered  into  conver- 
fation  with  their  guard.  The  poor  creatures  feem- 
ed  infenfible  of  their  fituation,  which,  in  fome  mea- 
furcj  fupprefled  the  emotions  we  underwent  at  the 
firft  knowledge  of  their  deftiny.  They  turned  to- 
wards us  as  we  approached  them  j and  in  Ipite  of 
their  vails  we  could  perceive,  by  their  fine  eyes, 
and  their  admirable  forms,  that  they  were  objedt^ 
urifit  to  be  fecluded  from  the  fight  of  the  world.. 
This  fudden  motion,  and  the  involuntary  furprize 
which  they  betrayed  at  the  novelty  of  our  habit, 
awakened  the  jealoufy  of  their  keepers,  who  imme- 
diately hurried  them  into  the  boat  that  was  waiting 
for  them.  The  price  of  fuch  girls  is  from  four 
hundred  to  a thoufand  zechins  ; and  their  value  is 
enhanced,  as  much  in  proportion  to  their  qualifica- 
tions, as  the  beauties  they  pofiefs.  To  what  a ftate 
of  degeneracy  is  the  world  fallen,  when  wit,  accom- 
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plilhments,  and  beauty,  are  put  up  to  fale  among 
the  female  tribe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  ftrength 
and  mechanic  fkill  in  the  negroes  of  Africa ! The 
latter  branch  of  commerce  is  indeed  an  impeach- 
ment on  humanity  ; but  the  former  is  a difgrace  to 
the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  finer  ,paffions. 

Alexandria,  or  Scanderie  as  the  T inks  call  it,  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  31°  ii ' north, on  a rifing  ground, 
which  defcends  with  an  eafy  dope  towards  the  fea, 
and  defcribes  a femicircle,  with  the  caftle  on  the 
caflern,  and  the  pharos  on  the  weftern  point.  In 
this  bay  the  foreign  diipping  lay,  and  range  them- 
felves  abreaft  of  the  pier  which  joins  the  pharos  to 
the  consent,  according  to  their  arrival.  This  fta- 
tion  they  chufe  on  account  of  its  greater  fecurity, 
as  the  pier  breaks  the  force  of  the  fea,  which  tum- 
bles in  from  the  eaftward.  The  fea  wadies  the 
walls  of  the  houfes,  and  the  refrediing  breezes 
w’hich  come  from  it,  contribute  much  to  the  heal- 
thinefs  of  the  place.  The  prefent  city  feems  to 
ftand  in  one  quarter  of  the  old,  and  does  not  take 
up  one  eighth  part  of  the  ground,  which  may  be 
afcertained  by  the  antient  v/alls  that  dill  remain. 
It  is  reckoned  to  contain  thirty  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants of  all  nations  j and  a greater  medley  were 
never  yet  adembled  together.  Gain  is  the  lure 
which  draws  them  to  this  mart ; the  mailers  of 
which  are  the  only  people  who  derive  nc  folid  ad- 
vantage from  the'  conneflion. 

I could  dwell  with  pleafure  on  the  minute  anti- 
quities of  this  well-known  fpot,  were  they  not  al- 
ii 4 ready 
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ready  defcribed  with  fuch  precifion  and  elegance^ 
in  a work  lately  publilhed,  as  to  leave  a future  tra- 
veller little  to  fay  that  can  be  new,  and  lefs  that  he 
can  hope  will  equal  the  mannei  of  fo  agreeeable 
an  author.  This  work  was  originally  printed  in 
German,  and  has  fince  been  trandated  into  French, 
and  is  the  produdlion  of  Mr.  Niebuhr,  who  made 
rl;ie  totii*  of  Lower  Egypt  and  Arabia,  by  the  com- 
mand of  his  Danifh  Majefty*  I mean  to  touch, 
however,  on  the  molt  remarkable  objedts  of  our 
refearch ; as  to  obferve  a profound  filence  on  fo 
' curious  a theme,  would  be  an  infult  on  the  tafte 
and  learning  of  the  reader. 

We  dined  in  company  with  a genteel  young 
Swifs,  who  is  on  his  way  to  India.  He  is  to  em- 
bark on  the  firft  boat  for  Cairo,  where  he  means  to 
take  his  paffage  on  our  Ihipping.  It  was  with  no 
fmall  fatisfadtion  that  we  replied  to  his  queries  of  a 
journey  fo  new  to  him,  and  of  a country  in  which 
We  had  fpent  fo  many  years.  He  was  rather  mor-^ 
tided,  however,  when  he  underftood  there  were 
none  of  our  veffels  at  Suez,  nor  after  their  ar- 
rival, that  would  fail  for  India  before  the  next 
fummer. 


MONDAY,  29th  September. 

We  were  introduced  to-day  by  Signior  Brandi 
to  the  French  conful.  He  appears  to  be  a well- 
bred  fenfible  man,  and  is  well  fpoken  of  by  our 
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tompanion  Monfienr  Meillon,  who  takes  up  his 
lodgings  at  the  French  fadtory.  He  is  but  lately 
arrived  here,  and  has  his  curiofity  to  fatisfy  as  much 
as  we.  We  accompanied  him  in  a walk  to  fome 
of  the  adjacent  ruins.  We  palled  by  the  Venetian 
factory,  which  Hands  next  to  the  French,  This  is 
a very  handfome  building,  and  makes  a much 
greater  fhow  than  any  of  the  foreign  faftories.  Our 
road  lay  over  a fandy  plain,  where  feveral  granite 
pillars  of  a prodigious  length,  are  fcattered  up  and 
down.  They  feem  to  have  been  brought  here 
with  an  intention  of  being  ufed,  which  has  been  af- 
terwarck  given  up.  When  we  had  crolTed  this 
plain,  wk  went  under  an  arched  gateway^  which, 
perhaps,  marked  one  of  the  divifions  of  the  antient 
city.  To  the  fouth  of  it  lies  a lofty  tower  in  a ruin- 
ous condition.  It  is  furrounded  by  an  high  wall, 
and  within,  there  is  a grove  of  date-trees.  Here 
the  antiquities  commence. 

With  what  concern  mull  the  informed  fpedlator 
view  the  remains  of  fo  celebrated  a place  ! With 
what  regret  muft  he  look  back  on  its  former  beauty 
and  pride,  and  draw  a comparifon  with  its  preEnt 
poverty  and  decline  ! I hope  it  will  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  a piece  of  affedlation  in  any  one  to  de- 
clare, that  he  cannot  behold  fuch  lights  as  thefe 
with  an  even  mind.  The  dellruftion  of  renowned 
cities  is  a baneful  profpedl  to  the  eye  and  the  fuf- 
ceptible  breaft  is  filled  with  the  fame  fenfations  in 
contemplating  their  decay,  as  touch  it  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  a venerable  character  in  difhrefs,  whom 
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it  is  beyond  the  ability  of  man  to  relieve.  We 
foon  came  to  an  antient  temple,  a part  of  which  is 
ftill  habitable,  and  has  been  long  appropriated  to 
the  fervice  of  Mahomet.  On  this  account,  we  . 
found  fome  difficulty  to  obtain  admittance.  But 
the  key  was  at  length  procured  by  our  Janizary, 
and  we  were  (hewn  into  the  neglefted  quarter. 
This  is  a fquare  of  very  large  diameter,  which  is 
furroiinded  with  triple  rows  of  granite  pillars  of 
the  Corinthian  order.  Thefe  pillars  are  lofty,  and 
fupport  a roof  which  is  ftill  in  a good  ftate  of  pre- 
fervation. 

The  infide  of  the  walls  of  this  temple  is  inlaid 
with  tables  of  marble  of  various  colors,  which,  for 
their  richnefs  and  novelty,  cannot  but  engage  the 
admiration  of  a ftranger.  In  the  area  of  the  fquate 
is  a ftone  ciftern  of  very  antique  mould.  It  is  in- 
fcribed  on  all  fides  with  hieroglyphics,  and  from  a 
rail  which  enclofed  it,  appears  to  have  ferved  for 
fome  religious  purpofe. 

From  hence  we  walked  through  a field  of  anti- 
quities to  a convent,  which  maintains  four  Francif- 
can  friars.  The  building  is  fimple,  and  fuited  to 
the  charadter  of  its  founders.  Here  we  found  about 
an  acre  of  ground,  very  neatly  difpofed  of.  The 
foil  was  naturally  fterile,  but  by  the  induftry  of 
tliefe  holy  ^fathers,  produces  vegetables  in  great 
abundance.  They  have  a vineyard  in  fome  for- 
wardnefs  j and  with  no  fmall  labor  and  perfeve- 
rance,  have  funk  a refervoir  to  fupply  the  garden 
with  water,  which  is  conveyed  thither  from  a neigh- 
boring 


LETTER  II. 


107 

boring  aquediidl.  Thefe  innocent  creatures  were 
diverting  themfelves  at  nine-pins,  and  carried  a 
content  in  their  looks,  which  feemed  to  fet  the 
cares  and  the  vanities  of  the  world  equally  at  de- 
fiance. The  evening  was  advanced,  and  we  re- 
turned towards  the  city.  In  the  way  we  were 
overtaken  by  a Ihower  of  rain.  This  was  fuch  a 
novelty  to  us,  who  had  not  feen  rain  for  fix  months 
paft,  that  we  enjoyed  it  in  the  higheft  degree; 
and  were  the  only  perfons  In  company,  who  would 
not  have  dlfpenfed  with  getting  wet  to  the  Ikin. 

The  fhower  was  flight,  however,  and  we  arrived 
at  the  ^ench  fadory  without  any  damage.  The 
conful  now  introduced  us  to  his  lady,  who  is  a 
pretty  fprightly  woman.  We  readily  complied 
with  an  invitation  from  her  to  play  at  cards,  and 
fpend  the  evening  in  her  company.  It  was  many 
months  fince  we  had  feen  a 'female,  whofe  drefs 
and  manners  refembled  thofe  of  our  own  countiy- 
women.  She  appears  not  to  have  any  great  relifh 
for  her  fituation,  which,  to  one  of  her  vivacity, 
muft;  be  dull  enough.  Indeed,  the  difpofition  of 
the  people  fne  is  among,  may  have  occafioned  her 
difgufh  to  this  country.  The  French  conful  loft 
his  life  here  from  a barbarous  principle  of  revenge, 
about  eighteen  months  ago ; and  her  hufband  was 
appointed  to  fucceed  him.  This  would  be  a fuf- 
ficient  motive  for  a woman’s  fears.  The  particu- 
lars of  this  tragical  ftory  I will  relate  hereafter. 
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TUESDAY,  30th  September. 

We  breakfafted  diis  morning  on  board  the  French 
lliip,  which  Mr.  Baldwin  had  recommended  to  us 
for  a paffage  to  France.  She  is  called  the  Cleo- 
patra, and  is  a new,  pretty,  and  commodious  vef- 
fel.  We  have  agreed  with  the  Captain,  Monfieur 
Calvi,  to  give  him  133  crowns  each  for  our  paf- 
fage, which  is  indeed  a large  fum  in  thefe  feas. 
But  the  gentlemen  from  India  are  always  confi- 
dered  as  monied  men,  and  are  taxed  accordingly, 
whether  they  travel  this  way  for  pleafure,  or  are 
charged  with  bufmefs  of  a public  nature.  We 
find,  however,  that  we  fhall  be  accommodated  in 
the  moft  elegant  manner  ; and  we  muft  do^Captain 
Calvi  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he  ftated  his  inten- 
tions of  providing  us  with  a plentiful  table,  and 
fubmitted  the  price  to  our  generofity.  On  our 
return  from  the  Cleopatra,  we  pafled  under  the 
{terns  of  feveral  merchantmen  of  different  nations. 
There  were  but  two  Englifh  veffels  in  the  number, 
one  of  which  is  freighted  by  Mr.  Baldwin  for  Con- 
{tantinople. 

In  the  afternoon  a large  party  of  us  fallied  out 
to  take  a view  of  Pompey’s  pillar,  the  theme  of 
the  prefent  age,  and  the  admiration  of  paft  times  ! 
Befides  my  companions  and  myfelf,  we  were  joined 
by  the  two  Englifh  commanders  of  the  fhips  in  the 
harbor,  and  by  Monfieur  Meillon,  and  fomie  young 
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gentlemen  of  the  French  faftory.  We  mounted 
the  firft  afles  that  prefented  themfelves  for  hire, 
and,  attended  by  our  Janizary,  took  the  courfe  we 
purfued  yelterday.  We  left  the  convent  on  our 
right,  and  prefently  came  among  broken  arches 
and  long  pavements,  which  are  the  remains  of  an 
aquedu6l.  Several  towers  reared  up  their  difinan- 
tled  heads  on  each  fide  of  us,  whofe  appearance 
pronounces  them  to  have  been  polls  of  great  im- 
portance and  ferength.  A number  of  llately  pil- 
lars next  engaged  our  attention.  They  are  placed 
in  two  parallel  lines,  and  feem  to  have  formerly 
fupporteqj|^ine  m.agnificent  portico.  The  pillars 
are  of  granite,  or  Thebaic  marble,  and  about  thirty 
feet  high  of  a fmgle  Hone  ; and  we  counted  no 
lefs  than  thirty  of  them  Hill  Handing.  But  how- 
ever choice  the.H  columns  might  be  in  any  other 
place,  they  were  but  foils  to  the  pillar  which  now 
appeared  before  us.  We  had  been  buried  amid 
the  ruins,  and  the  hills  of  fand,  which  the  v/inds 
have  thrown  up  above  them,  when,  leaving  the 
city  by  die  gate  of  Rofetto,  we  came  unexpeftedly 
upon  the  pillar.  It  is  impolTible  to  tell  which  is 
mod  worthy  of  admiration,  the  height,  the  work- 
manlhip,  or  the  condition  of  this  pillar.  By  the 
bell  accounts  we  can  obtain,  it  is  an  hundred  and 
ten  feet  high.  The  lhaft,  which  is  of  a fmgle 
Hone  of  granite,  is  ninety  feet,  and  the  pedeftal  is 
twenty  more.  It  is  of  the  Corinthian  order,  which 
gives  a beautiful  dignity  to  its  fimplicity,  rarely  to 
be  met  with  in  modern  architedurc.  It  has  1 of- 
fered 
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fered  little  or  no  injury  from  time.  The  polifli 
upon  the  lhaft  has  wonderfully  withftood  the  buf- 
fetting  of  the  tempeft  j and  it  'promifes  to  hand 
down  a patriot  name  to  the  late  pofterity  of  the 
ignorant  native,  whq  has  no  other  trace  of  the 
fame  of  Pompey  ! the  pedeftal  has  been  fomewhat 
damaged  by  the  inftruments  of  travellers,  who  are 
curious  to  poflefs  a relic  of  this  antiquity  j and 
one  of  the  vQlpte§  of  the  column  was  immaturely 
brought  down  about  four  years  ago,  by  a prank 
of  fome  Engbib  captaifls^  which  is  too  ludicrous  to 
pafs  over, 

Thefe  jolly  fons  of  Neptune  had  been  pufliing 
about  the  can  on  boai-d  one  of  the  (hips  in  the  har- 
bor, until  a ftrarjge  freal^  entered  into  one  of  their 
brains.  The  eccentricity  of  the  thought  occafioned 
it  immediately  to  be  adopted;  and  its  apparent 
impoflibility  was  but  a fpur  for  the  putting  it  into 
execution.  The  boat  was  ordered,  and  with  pro- 
per implements  for  the  attempt,  thefe  enterprizing 
heroes  pulhed  alhore,  to  drink  a bowl  of  punch  on 
the  top  of  Pompey’s'pillar ! At  the  fpot  they  ar- 
rived; and  many  contrivances  were  propofed  to 
accomplifh  the  defired  point.  But  their  labor  was 
vain ; and  they  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs,  when 
the  genius  who  ftruck  out  the  frolic,  happily  fug- 
gefted  the  means  of  performing  it.  A man  was 
difpatched  to  the  city  for  a paper  kite.  The  inha- 
bitants were  by  this  time  apprized  of  what  was  go- 
ing forward,  and  flocked  in  crouds  to  be  witnelTes 
of  the  addrefs  and  boldnefs  of  the  Englifh.  The 
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governor  of  Alexandria  was  told  that  thefe  fcamea 
were  about  to  pull  down  Pompey’s  pillar.  *But 
whether  he  gave  them  credit  for  their  refpe6t  to 
die  Roman  warrior,  or  to  the  Turkifli  govern- 
menr,  he  left  them  to  themfelves,  and  politely  an- 
fwered,  that  the  Englifli  were  too  great  patriots  to 
injure  the  remains  of  Pompey.  He  knew  little, 
however,  of  the  difpontion 'of  the  people  who  were 
engaged  in  this  undertaking.  . Had  the  Turkifh 
empire  rofe  in  oppofition,  it  would  not,  perhaps, 
at  that  moment  have  deterred  them.  The  kite 
was  brought,  and  flown  fo  diredtly  over  the  pillar, 
that  whqi^t  fell  on  the  other  fide,  the  firing  lodged 
upon  the  capital.  The  chief  obftacle  was  now 
overcome.  A two-inch  rope  was  tied  to  one  end 
of  the  firing,  and  drawn  over  the  pillar,  by  the  end 
to  which  the  kite  was  affixed.  By  this  rope  one  of 
the  feam.en  afeended  to  the  top,  and  in  lefs  thari 
an  hour,  a kind  of  flaroud  was  conflrudled,  by 
which  the  whole  company  went  up,  and  drank 
their  punch  amid  the  fhouts  of  die  aftoniflied  mul- 
titude. To  the  eye  below,  the  capital  of  the  pillar 
does  not  appear  capable  of  holding  more  than  one 
man  upon  it ; but  our  feamen  found  it  could  con- 
tain no  lefs  than  eight  perfons  very  conveniently. 
It  is  aftoniffiing  that  no  accident  befel  thefe  mad- 
caps, in  a fituation  fo  elevated,  that  would  have 
turned  a landman  giddy  in  his  fober  fenfes.  The 
only  detriment  which  the  pillar  received,  was  the 
lofs  of  the  volute  before-mentioned  ; which  came 
down  with  a thundering  found,  and  was  carried  to 
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England  by  one  of  the  captains,  as  a prefent  tQ 
a lady  who  commiflioned  him  for  a piece  of  the 
pillar.  The  difcovery  which  they  made,  amply 
compenfatcd  for  this  mifchief ; as  without  their 
evidence,  the  world  would  not  have  known  at  this 
hour,  that  there  was  originally  a ftatue  on  this  pil- 
lar, one  foot  and  ancle  of  which  are  ftill  remain- 
ing. The  ftatue  was,  probably,  of  Pompey  him- 
felfj  and  muft  have  been  of  a gigantic  fize,  to 
have  appeared  of  a man’s  proportion  at  fo  great  an 
height. 

There  are  circumftances  in  this  ftory  which 
might  give  it  an  air  of  fiflion,  were  it  not  demon- 
ftrated  beyond  all  doubt.  Befides  the  teftimonies 
of  many  eye-witHefles,  the  adventurers  themfelves 
have  left  us  a token  of  the  fa6t,  by  the  initials  of 
their  names,  which  are  very  legible  in  black  paint 
juft  beneath  the  capital.  We  fpent  fo  much  time 
in  viewing  this  elegant  column,  that  the  evening 
was  too  far  advanced  for  us  to  go  further.  Af- 
ter providing  ourfelves  with  a relic  of  this  ftirine, 
we  returned  towards  the  port,  which  is  about  a 
mile  and  a quarter  diftant.  In  our  way  we  mounted 
an  eminence,  which  has  been  thrown  up  by  the 
Turks  in  digging  for  antiques,  which  are  fre- 
quently found  here.  From  hence  we  had  a fine 
, view  of  the  new  and  old  city  and  port  of  Alex- 
andria, 
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WEDNESDAY,  ill  Octomr. 

I had  a prefent  of  an  antique  this  morning  frorri 
Signior  Brandi.  It  is  a blue  done  which  bears  the 
head  of  a Jupiter  Capitolinus.  The  fmall  colledlion 
which  I have  made,  is  not  w'orth  prefenting  to  the 
reader,  though  the  place  from  which  I chiefly  drew 
them,  is  a proof  of  their  being  originals : as  neither 
the  dcill  nor  the  remotenefs  of  the  country  of  Up- 
per Egypt,  can  favor  deceit  in  fuch  matters.  But 
a ftranger  ihould  be  very  careful  how  he  makes 
thefe  pilrchafes  in  Alexandria.  Seals  have  been 
tendered  me  for  fale,  which  had  all  the  appearance 
of  antiquity  j but  on  the  infpedlion  of  a perfon 
converfant  in  virtu,  turned  out  to  be  copies.  They 
are,  however,  at  times,  in  great  plenty  in  this 
neighborhood.  The  people  who  follow  this  trade, 
hit  perchance  upon  a mine  of  curiofities,  when  a 
virtuofi  might  furnifn  a cabinet  with  originals  at  a 
fmall  expence.  This  we  faw  exemplified.  Signior 
Brandi  lives  with  the  Genoefe  conful,  Signior 
Agoftini.  At  his  houfe  we  met  with  feveral  anti- 
cjuities,  which  have  been  recovered  from  the  ruins 
of  this  city;  Among  the  mod  remarkable  is  a 
bud:  of  Alexander^  finely  executed  and  but  little 
damaged. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  fee  Cleopatra’s 
Needle,  which  lies  to- the  eadward  of  the  city.  We 
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again  mounted  our  afles,  and  without  any  other 
company  than  our  Janizary,  arrived  in  about  ten 
minutes  at  the  Needle.  It  is  almoft  clofe  to  the 
fea,  and  lifts  up  its  head  amid  an  heap  of  ruins, 
which  appear  to  have  been  a circle  of  magnificent 
buildings  that  furrounded  it.  It  is  faid,  there  were 
originally  three  obelilks  which  bore  this  name  j- 
and  that  one  of  them  has  been  buried  by  its  own 
weight,  and  the  rifing  of  the  fand  about  it.  It  is 
certain,  however,  that  two  of  them  once  ftood 
here  at  about  fifty  yards  afunder.  One  of  them 
was  torn  up  by  the  roots  in  a violent  ftorm  fome 
years  ago,  and  has  ftretched  its  length  along  the 
ground.  Thefe  obelifl^s  are  alfo  of  granite,  which 
is  the  marble  peculiar  to  this  place.  They  are  of 
a fingle  Hone,  fixty  feet  in  length,'  and  covered  on 
all  fides  with  hieroglyphics.  The  one  which  is 
Handing,  yields  only  in  beauty  to  Pompey’s  pillar, 
among  the  remains  of  this  auguft  city ; and  it  is  a 
wonder  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  tranfport 
the  fallen  needle  to  Europe ; a fimilar  enterprize 
to  which  was  eftedled,  I think,  In  the  removal  of 
the  obelilk  eredled  to  Augullus  and  Tiberius,  the 
greateft  boaft  of  modern  Rome.  What  a beautiful 
termination  would  it  make  to  one  of  the  viftos  at 
Chatfworth ! What  a noble  addition  would  it 
prove  to  the  colledion  at  Stowe  ! But  the  expencc. 
would  be  too  heavy  for  any,  but  a princely  purfc 
to  difcharge,  as  the  relic  would  be  too  valuable  for 
any,  but  a monarch  to  poffefs.  For  a drawing  of 
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this  obelifk,  as  well  aS  of  Pompey’s  * pillar,  I muft 
refer  the  reader  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Niebuhr,  and 
to  the  drawings  of  Mr.  Dalton.  The  few  plates 
which  I have  ventured  to  give,  contain  views  of 
fuch  things  only  as  are  not,  to  my  knowledge^  to 
be  met  with  in  other  travels. 

We  contemplated  this  obelifk  with  pleafure,  and 
left  it  with  regret.  While  we  looked  at  the  ruins 
around  us,  we  cotild  not  but  fancy  ourfelves  car- 
ried back  to  the  times  of  the  Ptolernies.  Here 
Anthony  revelled  ; here  Cleopatra  reigned  I Hefe 
beauty  fhed  her  rofy  fmiles  ; here  pleafure  danced 
an  eternal  round ; and  here,  alas  1 the  hero  fore- 
went empire  and  life  for  the  fafcinating  tharms  of 
love  ! Some  hundreds  of  yards  from  the  fpot  we 
had  left,  is  an  angle  of  the  antient  walls  of  the  city. 
Thefe  walls  are  ftill  above  the  level  of  the  ground^ 
and  the  ditch  is  ftill  to  be  diftinguifhed.  This  is 
the  eaftern  face,  and  at  certain  equidiftances,  there 
were  round  towers  for  the  better  proteflion  of  the 
walls.  We  entered  the  tower  at  the  angle,  which 
appeared  to  be  lefs  decayed  than  the  reft.  There 
is  a circular  room  in  the  middle,  which  at  pre- 
fent  goes  up  to  the  top  of  the  tower  : But  by  a 


* The  author  has  given  a view  of  this  pillar  In  the  frontif- 
plece  to  his  Eaftern  Eclogues  ; but  a more  competent  idea 
can  be  gathered  of  it  in  a colleftion  of  prints,  publilhed  by 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Dalton  in  the  year  1752,  comprizing, 
among  other  antiquities,  the  elevations  and  feflions  of  the 
pyramids  of  Egypt,  which  muft  have  been  a tafk  not  lefs  dif- 
ciiit  than  curious. 
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narrow  ftaircafe  on  one  fide  of  it,  there  is  a likelihood 
of  there  having  been  apartments  above.  We  made 
a tour  of  this  face,  and  on  our  return  home,  vifited 
the  church  of  St.  Catherine  belonging  to  the 
Greeks.  Here  one  of  the  friars  led  us  into  a re- 
cefs  illuminated  with  a lamp,  to  fee  the  ftohe  on 
which  St.  Catherine  was  beheaded.  This  ftone  is 
held  in  uncommon  veneration  ; and  the  fathers  are 
very  anxious  to  perfuade  ftrangers,  that  drops  of 
her  blood  are  ftill  vifible  thereon.  They  were  un- 
der no  danger  of  having  this  opinion  contradicted, 
through  the  abundance  of  our  zeal ; but  they  were, 
perhaps,  more  pleafed,  that  we  had  charity  enough 
to  leave  fome  filver  among  them,  towards  the  pro- 
pagation of  this  innocent  impofition. 


THURSDAY,  2d  October. 

Intelligence  came  this  morning  of  the  lofs  of  five 
boats  on  the  boghas^  or  bar  of  the  Nile,  which  were 
among  a fleet  that  failed  two  days  ago  for  Rofetto. 
The  young  Swifs  whom  I have  before  fpoken  of, 
was  unluckily  on  board  one  of  them  ; and  we  learn 
with  concern,  that  he  has  efcaped  only  with  his 
life.  If  the  reader,  however,  remembers  our  de^ 
feription  of  that  place,  it  may  feem  a greater  mercy 
to  him,  that  the  young  man  did  not  perifh  with  his  ' 
effects.  The  wind  blowing  in  the  teeth  of  a rapid 
current,  miifl  have  occafioned  a prodigious  fwell 
cn  the  bar,  which  generally  proves  as  fatal  to  the 
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mariner  as  to  his  bark.  The  French  merchants 
of  this  city  are  faid  to  be  confiderable  fufferers  by 
this  accident ; as  they  had  very  rich  bales  of  goods 
on  the  boats  which  were  wrecked.  But  the  mlf- 
fortune  of  the  young  Swifs  chiefly  engaged  our  at- 
tention. Our  minds  yet  fmarted  with  the  remem- 
brance of  our  own  diftreflfes ; and  we  were,  ’per- 
haps, never  in  a difpofition  to  have  contributed 
more  largely,  than  we  now  did,  towards  the  relief 
of  a fellow-creature.  So  true  It  is,  that  calamity  is 
the  beft  phyfician  to  mental  infirmities,  and  dif- 
pofes  the  pafTions  to  llften  more  ferioufly  to  the 
calls  of  humanity. 

It  is  laughable  enough,  to  obferve  the  materials, 
and  faibion  of  the  generality  of  the  buildings  of 
this  city.  Marble  ready  wrought  to  the  hand,  is 
in  fuch  profufion  here,  that  in  every  ftreet  you 
meet  with  the  noble  fragments  of  palaces  and  tem- 
ples, applied  to  the  meaneft  purpofes.  I have  feen 
a Arable  fupported  by  pillars  of  the  finefl:  granite, 
and  a cow-houfe  paved  with  the  mofl;  beautiful  ta- 
blets of  marble.  This  view,  indeed,  is  more  likely 
to  provoke  a figh  than  a fmile.  It  too  nearly  re- 
fembles  the  prophecy  denounced  agalnft  that  fplen- 
did  city,  whofe  regal  edifices  were  to  become  the 
habitations  of  the  beafts  of  the  field.  But  our  ri- 
dicule is  direfted  againfl:  another  objedt.  The 
court-yards  of  the  foreign  faftories  are  encompafled 
with  the  choicefl;  pillars  that  could  be  procured  ; 
but  the  confufion  of  orders,  in  which  the  Doric, 
Ionic,  and  Corinthian  jar  together,  joined  to  the 
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unequal  height  and  diameter  of  the  (hafts,  rather 
render  the  whole  a ludicrous  than  an  agreeable  afr 
femblage.  But  as  the  builders  have  had  conveni- 
ence more  than  elegance  in  view,  the  want  of  tafte 
in  the  difpohtion  is  the  more  excufable. 

We  took  a ride  in  the  evening  to  the  canal 
which  was  brought  from  the  Nile,  and  ftill  fup- 
plies  the  city  with  water.  Our  route  lay  through 
a road  which  leads  to  the  S.  E.  gate,  and  divides 
the  antient  city  into  two  equal  parts.  This  is  the 
high  road  to  Rofetto,  on  which  travellers  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  go  on  mules,  in  preference  to  the 
dangerous  palTage  by  fea.  The  journey  is  per- 
formed in  feven  or  eight  hours,  and  it  is  reported 
that  the  obftruftion  to  it  is  now  removed,  by  the 
gallantry  of  a Turk,  who  was  attacked  yefterday 
by  the  Bedouins,  or  wild  Arabs,  that  have  lately 
infefted  the  country.  The  captain  of  the  gang  was 
luckily  (hot  by  the  Turk;  and  his  adherents  have 
fled  to  other  parts.  We  arrived  in  about  half  an 
hour  at.  the  gate.  It  has  been  a very  fuperb  work, 
and  there  are  ftill  two  columns,  which  fupport  the 
pedeftal  above  it,  of  the  moft  beautiful  fymmetry 
and  defign.  The  canal  is  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  hence.  It  ftill  ferves  the  chief  purpofe 
for  which  it  was  intended  j and,  in  the  floods,  con- 
veys a fufflcient  quantity  of  water  to  the  city,  to 
fill  the  cifterns  for  the  ufe  of  the  enfuing  year.  This 
expenfive  labor  was  necelTary  to  redtify  the  defedl 
with  which  this  thirfty  foil  is  curft,  and  is  in  every 
relpedt  worthy  of  its  fuppofed  founder.  But  the 
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channel  a few  miles  above  is  fo  choaked  up,  as  to 
render  it  no  longer  navigable  for  the  fmalleft  boats, 
except  for  a week  or  two  in  the  year.  There  is  a 
large  arch  thrown  over  this  canal,  which  appears 
firm  enough  to  admit  of  repair.  Neither  the 
bridge  nor  canal,  however,  have  a chance  to  be  re- 
ftored  to  their  former  condition  by  the.  indolent 
and  illiberal  Turk  j although,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  an  inconfiderable  expence  would  be  the  means 
of  reviving,  in  their  full  extent,  thefe  elegant  and 
ferviceable  works  of  antiquity.  On  the  banks  of 
this  canal  are  raifed  the  vegetables,  with  which  the 
^ity  is  fupplied  ; and  beyond  them  the  defart 
ftretches  to  the  Nile. 

On  our  return  home  we  made  a tour  of  the  wef- 
tern  wall  of  the  antient  city,  which  we  had  not 
before  feen.  There  are  towers  upon  it  as  on  the 
other  fide,  and  the  wall  has  more  frequent  breaches 
in  it. 


FRIDAY,  3d  October. 

I employed  myfelf  this  morning  in  tranfcribing 
an  ode,  which  I had  written  in  detached  parts, 
during  our  voyage  down  the  Nile.  The  reader 
will  find  it  in  the  Appendix,  where  it  will  appear  as 
a companion  to  the  ode  to  the  defart.  He  may, 
perhaps,  fufped  me  of  another  reafon  than  what  I 
before  alledged,  for  not  mingling  poetry  and  profe, 
for  putting  it  in  that  place.  The  contrail  between 
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the  fubjefts  is  fo  ftriking,  as  to  fet  the  defcriptivC 
paflagcs  of  either  piece  in  the  beft  light. 

rJothing  retards  our  departure  but  the  veflel’s 
difpatches,  which  are  not  arrived  from  Cairo.  For 
fear  of  my  being  hereiifcer  prevented,  I will  here 
communicate  the  ftory  of  the  French  conful’s  mur- 
der, fome  circumftances  of  which  are  of  an  extra- 
ordinary nature,  and  will  ferve  to  juftify  the  unfa- 
vorable idea  which  is  entertained  of  the  Arabians, 
in  different  parts  of  this  work.  • 

Three  young  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  French 
factory  had  been  out  in  the  country  fliooting  pi- 
geons. They  were  met  on  their  return  by  fome 
Arabs,  who,  with  their  ufual  impudence  to  Chrif- 
tians  whom  they  fuppofe  to  be  in  their  power,  de- 
manded their  guns.  Thefe  the  Frenchmen  natu- 
rally refufed  to  deliver  up  ; and  a ftruggle  enfuing, 
in  which  they  were  likely  to  be  overcome  by  num- 
bers, one  of  them  levelled  his  piece,  and  fhot  an 
Arab  dead  on  the  fpot.  The  unexpedlednefs  of  this 
adlion  {truck  fuch  a terror  into  the  reft,  that  they 
immediately  dlfperfed,  and  left  the  young  men  to 
make  the  beft  of  their  way  off.  This  they  effedted, 
Eut  with  different  fortunes.  ’ The  guilty  perfon 
knew  there  was  no  fafety  for  him  in  Alexandria, 
although  the  life  had  been  taken  away  in  defence 
of  his  property,  againft  an  hoftile  affault.  He  bent 
his  way,' therefore,  to  a village  oh  the  fea-fide,  and, 
without' fufpicion,  hired  a mule  for  Rofetto.  Here 
he  arrived  with  great  expedition,  and  embarked  on 
a boat  which  was  that  moment  going  for  Damiat. 

Happily 
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Happily  for  him,  when  he  reached  that  city,  there 
was  a velfel  under  way  for  Conftantinople,  in  which 
he  efcaped  from  the  delliny  that  awaited  him, 
Gne  of  his  companions  concealed  himfeif  in  this 
city,  until  he  found  an  opportunity  to  quit  it,  which 
his  knowledge  or  the  language  enabled  him  to  do 
in  fafety.  The  other  took  refuge  in  the  French 
faftory  ; the  fuppofed  fanftity  of  which,  he  vainly 
imagined  would  protect  him  from  the  refentment 
of  the  Arabs.  Though  he  was  only  a fpedtator  of 
the  accident  which  had  happened,  he  was  doomed 
to  anfwer  for  it  in  the  moft  inhuman  manner. 
The  city  was  prefently  in  commotion  ; and  a mob, 
headed  by  the  comrades  of  the  deceafed,  forced 
open  the  gates  of  the  faftory,  after  having  been 
denied  admittance  by  the  conful,  took  out  the 
unfortunate  youth  who  remained,  and  hung  him 
upon  the  firft  tree  they  met  with.  Not  fatisfied 
with  this  facrihce,  they  afterwards  cut  him  in 
pieces,  and  expofed  his  limbs  in  different  quarters 
of  the  city. 

Here  one  might  think  the  vengeance  of  a bar- 
barian would  flop.  With  fuch  a retaliation,  that, 
confounding  as  it  did  the  innocent  with  the  guil- 
ty, is  fo  agreeable  to  their  notions  of  juftice,  the 
Arabs  might  be  fatisfied.  But  their  third:  for 
blood  was  not  yet  quenched.  As  the  murderer 
had  efcaped,  they  turned  their  rage  againft  the  in- 
nocent man,  who  had  prefumed  to  afford  his  ac- 
complice a fan6tuary.  Aware  of  the  unforgiving 
difpofitions  of  the  Arabs,  the  conful  had  confined 
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himfelf  to  his  houfe  for  the  fpace  of  two  months, 
and  upwards.  He  now  thought  the  matter  was 
forgotten  and  ventured  out  as  ufual  to  take  the 
air  on  an  afs,  along  with  the  Janizary  hf  his  nation. 
This  Janizary  is  efteemed  here  a fufficient  fafe- 
guard.  He  may  be  fo  on  common  occafions,  but 
his  authority  failed  him  on  this.  They  were  met 
by  a man  near  Pompey’s  Pillar,  who,  with  feeming 
indifference,  enquired  the  conful’s  name  of  the  Ja- 
nizary ; and  being  fatisfied  it  was  the  perfon  he 
fought,  he  flepped  fuddenly  behind  him,  and  dif- 
charged  a piftol  in  his  back.  The  ball  went 
titrough  the  conful’s  body,  and  he  immediately  ex- 
pired. Thus  lofing,  like  the  hero  near  whofe  co- 
lumn he  fell,  his  life  by  the  treacheiy  of  the  Egyp- 
tian race!  The  affafTin  efcaped  during  the  Jani- 
zary’s confufion,  and  no  notice  was  taken  by  the 
government  of  fuch  an  outrage.  The  French  con- 
lulted  their  own  dignity,  as  well  as  the  interefts  of 
other  nations,  when  they  fent  two  frigates  this 
fummer  to  demand  fatisfadlion.  But  whether  the 
force  was  inadequate,  or  they  have  been  tempted, 
by  fome  fecret  advantages,  to  give  up,  as  they  have 
done  on  many  occafions,  the  honor  and  even  fafety 
of  their  minifters  in  Turkey,  the  frigates  have  de- 
parted, without  fuccefs  in  their  negotiation. 
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SATURDAY,  4th  October. 

We  were  alarmed  this  morning  with  the  report 
of  a vefTel  being  about  to  founder  in  the  harbor. 
This  carried  us  to  the  quay,  where  we  faw  a Greek 
polacre  go  down  in  about  half  an  hour.  It  feems 
that  fhe  run  upon  the  anchor  of  another  velTel  as 
flie  came  into  the  road,  and  the  crew  were  glad  to 
quit  her  with  their  lives.  It  is  furprizing  that  thefe 
accidents  are  not  more  frequent  in  a port,  where 
yeffels  are  obliged  to  be  always  moored,  on  ac- 
count of  their  infecure  ftation.  The  water  is  fo 
Ihallow  when  the  tide  is  out,  that  there  would  be 
no  fteering  clear  of  the  anchors,  were  not  ftrangers 
apprized  where  they  lie.  What  is  done,  therefore, 
in  other  places  for  the  convenience  of  the  owners, 
is  here  enforced  for  the  good  of  the  public.  And 
every  veflel  is  obliged,  by  an  order  at  this  port,  to 
place  buoys  over  her  anchors.  A failure  in  this 
meafure  fubjefts  her  to  the  payment  of  any  lofs 
fhe  may  occafion.  And,  it  is  faid,  the  owners 
of  the  Greek  polacre  will  recover  damages  on  this 
ground. 

As  we  were  returning  from  the  q uay,  we  met  a 
porter  finking,  to  all  appearance,  under  a double 
bale  of  cotton.  He  wore  jack-boots,  in  order  to 
keep  his  knees  ftraight,  and  walked  doubled,  with 
his  hands  fupported  on  his  knees.  Were  not  the 
faft  well  known  to  thoufands  who  trade  to  the  Le- 
vant, 
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vant,  one  would  hefitate  to  mention  the  enormous 
loads  which  the  Turkifh  porters 'carry.  We  went 
to  the  fcales  where  the  bales  were  weighing,  and 
faw  one  of  them  take  a bale  of  7 cwt.  upon  his 
back,  and  ftagger  under  it  to  the  quay.  The  dif- 
tance,  indeed,  is  not  very  great,  and  there  appears 
to  be  as  much  art  as  ftrength  exercifed  in  thefe  fur- 
prizing  efforts  of  the  bodily  powers.  I have  heard 
more  than  once,  during  my  refidence  in  India,  of  the 
porters  in  Perfia  being  famous  for  carrying  a pipe 
of  wine  on  their  backs,  which  is  more  than  10  cwt. 
and,  with  the  afTiftance  of  a bamboo,  or  flick  acrofs 
his  fhoulders,  a Chinefe  at  Canton  is  faid  to  fup- 
port  an  equal  burden  with  more  eafe  to  himfelf. 
It  is  only  in  countries,  however,  where  laborers 
of  this  kind  are  fcarce,  that  fuch  vigor  is  defirable. 
In  Paris  or  London,  where  profefllons  are  not  he- 
reditary, and  where  every  idler  is  willing  to  turn 
his  hand  to  any  thing,  the  inconvenience  of  this 
monopoly  would  be  felt.  This  ufeful  branch  of 
labor  would  fink  in  its  value,  and  crouds  would 
languifli  for  want  of  employment. 

We  dined  on  board  one  of  the  Englifh  fhips  to- 
day, where  the  departure  of  the  French  frigates 
without  redrefs  of  their  complaint,  became  the  fub- 
je6l  of  converfation.  It  feems  that  the  French 
have  been  much  animadverted  upon  by  foreigners 
here  on  this  occafion  ; and  comparifons  been  drawn 
between  them  and  the  Englifh,  not  to  their  ad- 
vantage. Indeed,  hiflory  furnifhes  many  inftances 
of  the  oppofite  behavior  of  both  governments  in 
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fimihr  cafes.  Where  one  negotiates  for  a red  refs 
of  injuries,  the  other  difpatches  a fleet  to  command 
it.  And  while  one  is  wafting  time  in  unavailing 
threats,  the  other  employs  more  certain  arguments 
of  convidlion  with  the  Mahometan  powers.  But 
there  is  fomething  very  myflerious  in  this  proce- 
dure of  a people,  who,  in  other  refpedts,  are  jealous 
of  affronts,  and  enamored  of  glory.  The  particu- 
lar advantages  which  they  derive  from  the  Turkey 
trade,  feem  to  influence  their  operations  in  that 
quarter  ] and  they  aim  at  the  prefervation  of  thofe 
advantages,  at  the  expence  of  their  national  honor. 
All  Europe  is  indebted  to  France,  for  the  trouble 
file  took  in  fcouring  the  Archipelago  of  the  pirates 
which  infefted  it,  after  the  clofe  of  the  Ruflian  war. 
They  were  chiefly  Greeks,  and  abounded  in  fuch 
a degree,  that  not  a merchantman  efcaped  being  at- 
tacked by  them.  The  French  frigates  every  where 
purfued  them  with  unremitting  vigilance  j and  to 
eradicate  the  evil  effectually,  ran  their  barks  down 
in  general,  without  firing  a gun.  The  good  confe- 
quences  of  thefe  exertions  foon  appeared  ; and  it  is 
notorious,  that  there  never  was  a time,  in  which 
the  Mediterranean  was  fo  free  of  corfairs  of  all 
denominations,  as  the  prefent. 

Captain  Calvi  introduced  us  in  the  evening  to  a 
Greek  family,  which  confifted  of  a lady  and  her 
two  daughters.  The  latter  were  very  beautiful, 
but  overloaded  with  a profufion  of  zechins  upon 
their  heads  and  breafts,  which  were  ftrung  toge- 
ther like  pearl.  Among  thefe  I perceived  a inedal 

of 
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of  Alexander  the  Great,  in  fine  prefer vati on.- 
the  chara6ters  v/ere  Roman,  it  was  probably  ftruck 
by  one  of  the  Csefars  in  honor  of  that  hero*  I at- 
tempted, in  vain,  to  place  it  among  my  fmall  col- 
lefbion.  The  eldeft  of  the  daughters  is  married  to' 
a man  now  in  France.  She  prefled  our  captairi 
much  for  a paffage.  He  is  full  j but  with  the  gal- 
lantry of  a Frenchman,  placed  his  refufal  to  a de- 
fire  of  preferving  harmony  among  his  paflengersj 
which  the  influence  of  her  charms  could  not  fail 
to  invade.  The  franknefs  and  pleafantry  of  this 
Provencal  are  very  engaging,  and  afford  us  a prof- 
pedt  of  much  entertainment  during  our  voyage. 

SUNDAY,  5th  October. 

We  attended  the  fervice  this  morning  at  the 
chapel  of  the  Genoefe  fadtory,  where  we  afterwards 
dined,  on  the  invitation  of  Signior  Brandi.  The 
conful  is  a polite  chearful  old  gentleman  of  feventy 
and  upwards,  and  has  ferved  in  that  office  with 
great  credit,  for  above  thirty  years.  He  is,  how- 
ever, too  much  of  an  invalid  to  be  able  to  attend  to 
bufinefs,  which  is  managed  for  him  by  Signior 
Brandi,  who  is  alfo  agent  to  Mr.  Baldwin* 

We  accompanied  Signior  Brandi  in  the  evening 
to  the  Venetian  fadtory,  where  we  drank  Ooffee 
with  an  Italian  lady  who  is  lodged  there.  From 
hence  we  fallied  out  to  a garden,  which  is  about  » 
ten  minutes  walk  from  the  city.  This  garden  is 
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thickly  planted  with  fruit-trees  of  various  kinds,  in 
which  we  found  a very  agreeable  relief  from  tlie 
landy  views,  which  every  where  meet  the  eye  in 
the  environs  of  this  place.  Nothing  but  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  its  fituation  for  commerce,  could  have 
prompted  Alexander  to  have  founded  a city  on  this 
barren  fpot.  And  the  rank  it  keeps  among  com- 
mercial cities  at  this  hour,  in  fpite  of  the  revolu- 
tions it  has  feen  in  its  religion,  government,  and 
cuftoms,  demonftrates  the  acutenefs  of  that  mo- 
narch’s difcernment.  Tyre,  Athens,  and  Carthage, 
are  only  to  be  relpecled  in  the  page  of  hiftory  : 
while  the  port  of  Alexandria  is  ftill  crouded  with 
the  vellels  of  different  nations ; and  ftill  difpenfes, 
though  in  a lefs  degree,  her  bounty  through  the 
w'orld. 

As  we  returned  home  we  paffed  the  houfe  of  a 
fair  Jewefs,  whofe  reputation  is  fpread  about  this 
city.  It  is  her  cuftom  to  fhew  herfelf  daily  at  her 
window,  to  enfnare  thofe  who  venture  to  gaze  upon 
her.  It  is  affirmed  that  her  charms  made  a very 
fingular  impreffion  upon  an  Engliffi  nobleman,  who 
came  here  fome  years  ago.  He  bid  very  highly 
for  her  perfon,  but  was  difappointed  in  his  views. 
The  amour  fomehow  got  wind,  and  fhe  was  ho- 
nored by  a wag  with  his  title,  which  fhe  has  pre- 
fer ved  to  this  day. 

In  a converfation  with  our  Janizary  this  even- 
ing, we  difcovered  that  fear  was  one  caufe  of  th(? 
diftinflion,  with  which  the  Engliffi  are  treated  in 
this  country.  It  is  many  years  fince  the  Englifh 
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trade  has  declined  in  the  Levant.  Their  fhlps  of 
war  no  more  ride  triumphant  in  thefe  feas,  and 
their  thunders  have  long  ceafed  to  ftrike  terror 
through  the  coafts  of  Egypt.  But  the  fpell  is  re- 
vived. The  Englilh  have  found  their  way  into 
the  Red-fea,  and  have  it  at  their  option  to  deal 
with  Egypt  on  their  own  terms.  The  reader  may 
remember  the  afllftance  which  we  received  in  our 
greateft  diftrefs,  from  the  arrival  of  the  Swallow 
floop  of  war  at  Judda.  This  floop  mounted  about 
twenty  guns,  and  had  carried  difpatches  from  Ma- 
dras to  Suez.  Since  the  Portuguefe  were  expelled 
Arabia,  no  veflel  of  war  belonging  to  a foreign 
power,  had  vifited  that  port.  Pier  arrival  was  a 
phenomenon  which  alarmed  the  weaknefs  of  this 
government.  The  jealoufies  that  exift  among  the 
European  nations,  are  the  bafis  of  its  fecurity  on 
the  fide  of  the  Mediterranean.  But  on  the  fliores 
of  the  Red-fea,  it  muft  fubmit  to  the  power,  whofe 
empire  in  India  has  given  them  the  navigation 
and  commerce  of  the  Red-fea,  without  a competi- 
tor. And  this  power  is  the  Englifh.  A track, 
ftruck  out  by  private  adventurers,  may  hereafter 
benefit  the  public  j and,  under  proper  reftridtions, 
add  to  the  influence  and  power  of  the  Company^  in 
a meafure  which  might  exceed  expedtation  Ru- 
mor 

* The  inllabillty  of  the  Egyptian  government  weakens,  inf 
feme  degree,  the  force  of  this  reafoning.  It  has  been  fug- 
gelled  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  Ruffell,  whofe  long  refidence  in 
T urkey  inclines  the  author  to  pay  a deference  to  him  on  a fuhr- 
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mor  is  wdl  known  to  magnify  danger.  The  force 
of  the  Swallow  floop  was  eftimated  at  Cairo  at'  fixty 
guns.  Here  fhe  is  a fitft  rate ! It  is  no  wonder 
that  this  government  hioiild  be  on  its  good  beha- 
vior, when  it  has  not  even  a galley  on  the  Red- 
fea  to  protedl  the  trade.  For  though  this  trade  is 
almoft  wholly  carried  on  upon  Arabian  bottoms, 
were  an  embargo  to  be  laid  on  the  importation 
of  coffee  into  the  Egyptian  ports,  the  courfe  would 
be  turned  to  the  caravans,  through  which  channel 
the  coffee  is  delivered  at  more  than  double  the 
price,  to  what  it  is  by  water. 

jeft  on  which  he  is  fo  much  better  informed,  that  t]\e  difcou- 
ragement  which  the  Turks  give  to  the  trade  by  Suez,  arifes 
from  this  very  caufe.  The  revolutions  in  Cairo  are  often 
annual,  and  the  Porte,  confequently,  can  depend  but  little 
on  receiving  a fliare  of  their  profits  from  men,  whofe  footing 
in  power  is  fo  fUppery.  The  communication  with  India  by 
the  caravans  of  Aleppo,  turns  out  wholly  in  favor  of  the 
Turk.  The  inference,  therefore,  which  the  Doftor  draws,  is 
very  judicious.  The  commerce  by  Aleppo  would  fall  to  the 
ground,  were  that  by  Suez  to  be  eltablilhsd.  And  this  is 
the  fecret  objeftion  which  the  Porte  entertains  to  the  latter 
trade  ; and  was  hatched,  not  by  the  influence  of  French 
intrigues,  nor  the  complaints  of  the  religious  ef  Mecca  and 
Medina. 
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MONDAY,  6th  October. 


We  ai'e  detained  here  by  the  moft  vexations  of 
all  circumftances — the  neglefb  of  the  agents  of  the 
Cleopatra.  Captain  Calvi  has  been  ready  to  fail 
thefe  four  days,  and  his  dilpatehcs  are  not  yet  ar- 
rived from  Cairo.  To  whet  our  difappointment,, 
the  wind  has  been  eafterly  the  whole  time  j and  we 
might  have  performed  a fourth  part  of  our  pafTage 
to  Marfeilles.  Natural  delays  jfhouJd  be  borne 
with  patience  j but  thofe  which  arife  from  human 
perveri'enefs,  are  enough  to  ruffle  a Stoic’s  tem- 
per. 

We  encountered  fbme  objefts  to-day,  who  be- 
yond all  others  fhould  engage  our  commiferation. 
They  were  the  captain  and  officers  of  a French  vef- 
iel,  which  was  wrecked  four  years  ago  on  the  coafl: 
of  Barbary.  Along  with  the  crew  they  were  car- 
ried into  flavery  i and  have  now  been  releafed  by 
an  accident.  The  emperor  of  Morocco  has  fent  an 
embafly  to  the  court  of  France,  and  thefe  French- 
men were  feledted,  among  forty  others,  as  a prefen t 
worthy  for  a king  to  receive.  The  particulars  of 
thefe  unfortunate  people’s  ftory  are  very  interefting, 
but  very  flmilar  to  accounts  already  publiflied  of 
captives  in  the  fame  ficuation.  There  is  a youth 
among  them  of  about  fourteen  years  of  age.  His. 
lot  was  different  from  the  reft.  On  account  of  his 
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youth,  when  they  were  firft  brought  to  Morocco, 
the  emperor  ordered  him  to  be  an  attendant  in  the 
I'eraglio.  This  anecdote  we  had  from  the  boy’s 
own  mouth,  although  he  was  fometimes  at  a lofs  to 
cxprefs  himfelf  in  his  native  tongue*  His  employ* 
ment  was  to  make  coffee  for  the  emperor’s  wives, 
and  to  gather  bouquets  for  them  of  the  fweeteft 
flowers  in  the  gardens  of  tlie  palace.  It  may,  per* 
haps,  wound  the  pride  of  our  countrymen  to  know, 
that  the  Sultana  is  an  Englifhwoman,  who  has  been 
elevated  to  that  dignity  more  than  twenty  years. 
She  feems  to  be  about  forty,  and  having  borne  the 
emperor  two  fons,  is  perhaps,  on  that  account, 
treated  by  him  with  a diftinftion,  which  her  charms 
no  longer  command.  And  in  fadt,  while  he  pays 
her  only  court  in  public,  his  private  hours  are  de- 
dicated to  a French  concubine,  who  was  made  a 
captive  by  one  of  his  cruizers,  and  on  account  of 
her  exquifite  beauty,  preferred  to  the  feraglio. 
Thefe  barbarians,  it  feems,  are  grown  nice  in  their 
amours  ! Depopulated  Greece  cannot  afford  them 
a variety  of  beauty,  but  they  miifl  appropriate  the 
fpoils  of  France  and  England  to  pamper  their  bafe 
lulls  ! Where  fleeps  the  vengeance  of  thofe  war- 
like nations,  that  they  fuffer  thefe  crying  injuries 
to  pafs  unpunifhed  ? The  gallies  of  Barbary  groan 
with  their  men,  and  her  feraglios  teem  with  their 
females  ! When  the  Hates  of  Europe  learn  to  dif- 
tinguifh  their  true  intereftsj  when  they  eftablifli  a 
firm  bafis  of  union  among  themfelves ; then,  and 
then  only,  can  they  hope  to  fee  their  arms  diredted 
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againft  the  common  enemies  of  mankind  j to  fee 
their  commerce  uninterrupted,  their  people  unin- 
flaved  by  the  refufe  of  the  earth  ! 

The  Mahometan  Ramazan  is  commenced.  This 
inftitute  is  an  imitation  of  our  Lent,  except  that 
there  is  a difference  in  the  mode  of  abftinence  re- 
quired. The  rigid  Catholic  contents  himfelf  with 
a change  of  diet ; and  takes  his  ufual  meals  with- 
out fcruple,  lb  that  he  forbears  flefh  and  certain 
forbidden  things.  The  life  of  a Muflulman  un- 
dergoes a total  innovation  during  this  faft.  From 
the  time  the  fun  rifes  until  it  fets  again,  the  tafle 
of  any  fubftance,  even' water  itfelf,  is  prohibited  by 
the  law  of  Mahomet.  But  then  the  night  brings 
full  reparation  with  it.  Excefs  follows  abftinence, 
and  he  indulges  himfelf  in  a variety  of  food,  to  be 
revenged  upon  the  lav/.  The  bad  confequences  of 
this  prieftcraft  muft  be  fenfibly  felt  by  both  par- 
ties. Our  Janizary  has  been  quite  unhinged  fince 
the  Ramazan  began.  He  is  now  fitter  for  fleep 
than  action,  during  the  day  j and  were  we  to  re- 
main here,  we  fhould  reap  little  benefit  from  his 
fervices  while  the  faft  continued.  The  ftreets  are 
now  empty  of  people  in  the  day-time.  Towards 
the  evening  they  begin  to  affemble  in  the  coffee- 
houfes,  and  at  the  corners  of  the  ftreets ; where 
they  wait  for  the  prieft’s  proclamation  of  funfet. 
Their  faces  betray  the  height  of  impatience  j and 
at  the  appointed  fignal,  they  ftart  for  their  dinners 
with  no  very  temperate  intentions. 

TUESDAY^ 
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TUESDAY,  yth  October^ 

The  veflei’s  difpatches  are  at  length  arrived, 
but  the  wind  is  fo  confiderably  heightened  to- 
day, that  the  captain  holds  it  dangerous  to  at- 
tempt moving  out  of  his  ftation  with  it.  We 
muft  wait  for  what  the  morrow  may  effeft  in  our 
behalf. 

News  is  juft  come  from  Cairo,  that  the -troubles 
upon  the  Nile  are  recommenced,  and  that  war  is 
about  to  renew  its  horrors  in  this  unhappy  coun- 
try. The  fugitive  beys  have  found  means  to  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  at  length  of  Jlrje,  about  which  city 
they  have  long  hovered.  The  fituatlon  of  this 
poll  enables  them  to  ftop  effectually  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river.  A large  armament  is  preparing 
at  Cairo,  to  diflodge  the  rebels  from  their  ftrong 
hold.  Boats  of  all  kinds  arO  preffed  for  this  fer- 
vice,  and  the  communication  promifes  to  be  inter- 
rupted between  Alexandria  and  the  metropolis. 
The  iffue  of  this  commotion  may,  to  all  appear- 
ance, be  foretold.  It  is  the  laft  eftort  of  a defpe- 
rate  party,  which  cannot  avail  them  agalnft  luperior 
numbers  and  difcipline.  Ilmaul  Beg  has  now  fet 
a price  upon  the  heads  of  his  antagonifts.  This 
barbarous  praiftice  is  juftlfied  by  the  example  of 
the  moft  poliflied  nations,  againft  thofe  whom  the 
ftate  confiders  as  traitors.  And  in  all  probability, 
it  will  now  rid  the  bey  of  Egypt  of  his  fears.  But 
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the  accomplifhment  of  this  defign  is  uncertain  *• 
We  cannot  fufficiently  congratulate  ourfelves  on 
our  removal  from  thofe  fcenes  of  contention  j and 
count  all  our  toils  as  happily  endured,  fince  we 
have  efcaped  thereby,  the  new  delays  that  await- 
ed us.  ■ 

Ibrahim  has  juft  now  taken  leave  of  us,  to  em- 
bark on  a boat  which  is  bound  for  Rofetto.  He  is 
furnifhed  with  recommendations  for  the  Englifh 
captains  who  may  come  to  Suez ; and  there  is  no 
doubt  of  his  finding  a good  opportunity  to  get 
back  to  the  Adventure,  to  which  veflel  he  ftill  be- 
longs. The  behavior  of  this  poor  Indian  has  been 
uniformly  honeft  and  ingenuous.  Some  flight  er- 
rors'which  he  has  been  guilty  of,  were  fully  re- 
trieved by  the  importance  of  his  fervicesj  and 
could  we  command  power  or  riches  at  this  mo- 
ment, they  would  be  employed  in  beftowing  a 
more  fuitable  reward  on  his  merits.  Henceforth 
be  not  virtue  appropriated  by  any  particular  feft. 
L.'^t  pride  be  taugnt  to  believe,  there  is  no  diftinc- 
tion  among  manliind,  but  what  refults  from  the 
practice  of  good  and  evil  and  imbibe,  with  us,  a 
charitable  opinion  of  the  members  of  every  per- 
fuafion. 

That  we  might  be  ready  for  the  captain’s  fum- 
mons  in  the  morning,  we  difeharged  our  debts  at 

* So  uncertain,  that  it  appears  the  very  reverfe  has  fince 
happened,  and  the  depofed  beys  have  recovered  their  power, 
'though  at  this  hour,  perhaps,  it  has  again  eluded  their 
gralp  1 
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this  place,  and  prefented  our  Janizary  with  Tome 
pieces  of  gold,  for  the  trouble  that  we  have  given 
him.  The  alacrity  with  which  we  lhall  quit  thefe 
Ihores,  has  been  quickened  by  concurrent  circum- 
flances.  The  very  air  of  this  city  feems  to  be  im- 
pregnated with  the  breezes  of  the  North.  Her 
ftreets  dlfplay  the  habit  which  is  fo  familiar  to  our 
e)'es  i and  her  harbor  is  crowded  with  velTels,  which 
are  bound  to  the  lands  of  liberty  and  fcience. 
What  bofom  then  can  reprefs  its  emotions  at  fuch 
a fight  ? What  foot  would  linger  on  the  ftrand, 
when  the  fail  was  fet  for  the  ports  of  Europe? 
Curiofity  has  .been  fatisfied.  Like  hunters  who 
have  encountered  toil  and  danger  in  the  purfuit  of 
their  game,  we  anticipate  the  fweets  of  repofe  ; and 
find,  that  the  ardor  of  expedlation  conftituted  the 
principal  pleafure  of  the  chacc. 


WEDNESDAY,  8th  O CTOBER. 

The  wind  being  favorable  this  morning  for  our 
departure,  the  Captain  fired  a gun,  as  a fignal  for 
us  to  go  off.  At  feven  o’clock  Monfieur  Meillon 
accompanied  Major  Alexander,  Mr.  Hammond, 
and  myfelf  to  the  quay,  where  we  embarked  on 
the  Cleopatra  ; and  at  eleven,  weighed  our  anchor 
for  Marfeilles 

AND 

• It  may  bs  fatisfadory  to  the  reader  to  know  that  our  tra- 
vellers, whom  he  has  fo  long  accompanied,  arrived  fafely  in 
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AND  now.  Madam,  it  is  time  to  bid  you 
adieu.  To  purfue  the  fimile  of  the  hunters,  what- 
ever fatisfadlion  I may  have  found  in  the  recital  of 
our  adventures,  I doubt  whether  an  indifferent  per- 
fon  will  liften  as  complacently  to  the  tale.  In  the 
review  of  thefe  volumes,  I have  as  much  reafon  to 
pray  for  your  indulgence,  as  to  hope  for  your  fym- 
pathy.  While  ,the  tear  of  pity  dims  your  eye,  let 
It  prove  a vail  to  the  inaccuracies  which  are  almoft 
infeparable  from  a work  of  this  nature.  Nor  let 
this  be  deemed  an  unreafonable  or  arrogant  wifh. 
While  the  major  part  of  mankind  are  admin iftering 
to  the  caprices  of  the  female- fex,  while  they  are 
feeding  their  vanity  with  the  groffeft  flatteries,  and 
perverting  their  difpofitions  by  an  idle  compli- 
ance with  their  humors,  his  prefiimption  may  furely 
be  exGufed,  who,  actuated  by  a fpirit  of  philan- 
thropy, and  willing  to  communicate  the  refult  of 
dear-bought  experience,  endeavors  to  make  one 
woman  of  his  party,  who  has  refledtion  enough  to 
weigh  the  importance  of  human  misfortunes,  and 
zeal  enough  to  promote  their  publication  for  the 
inftruftion  of  the  world.  That  he  has  not  offered 
a trifling  fubjedt  to  her  confideration,  is  the  beft 
compliment  which 'he  could  pay  to  her  underftand- 

England  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  1777,  after  a journey  of  ele- 
ven months.  It  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  end  of  their  mifiipn 
\yas  defeated  by  the  delays  they  encountered  ; but  they  flatter 
themfelves,  that  the  merit  of  perfeverance  will  not  be  denied 
them,  either  by  the  refpeflable  body  in  whofe  fervice  it  was 
exerted,  or  by  the  generous  public. 

6 ingi 


9 


LETTER  II. 


137 

jng  j and  that  he  looks  for  her  fympathy  in  the 
hour  of  diftrefs,  is  not  the  worft  piflure  which  he 
could  give  of  her  feelings.  To  be  a ferious  mem- 
ber of  a thoughtlefs  tribe,  is  no  lefs  an  honor  to  a 
woman,  than  to  poffefs  a refined  heart  in  a deprived 
and  difiipated  age. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Madam, 

Tour’s,  &c, 

Alexandria,  Sth  Odtober,  1777, 
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JU  S T as  thefe  fheets  were  going  to  the  prefs, 
a letter  came  to  my  hands,  which,  on  every 
account,  I would  wilh  to  communicate  to  the  rea- 
der. The  ftorm  is  blown  over,  and  the  tale  that 
threatened  fuch  tragical  circumftances,  is  brought 
to  an  happy  conclufion.  But  if  any  charadler  in 
this  work  has  fecured  the  affedion  of  the  reader, 
he  will  not  refufe  a figh  to  its  unworthy  deftiny. 
If  the  work  itfelf  has  interefted  his  palTions,  he  will 
greedily  perufe  a fupplement,  that  promifes  further 
food  for  his  curiofity.  The  letter  is  from  Mr. 
Hammond,  one  of  the  number  of  the  unlucky 
fubjedts  of  thefe  adventures,  who  has  poflelTed  refo- 
iution  enough  to  hazard  the  dangers  of  an  inhof- 
pitable  fhore,  and  to  return  to  India  by  the  route 
of  Egypt.  I mean  not  to  anticipate  the  relation 
of  a friend,  but  I fhould  do  injuftice  to  my  own 
feelings,  were  I to  be  filent  on  this  melancholy 
' occafion. 

And  here  let  me  advife  the  fufceptible  reader 
to  clofe  the  volume.  The  ingratitude  of  mankind 
is  too  frequent,  to  difturb  the  Philofopher’s  peace  ; 
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but  the  impreflion  it  makes  on  the  unexperienced 
bread,  is  too  deep  to  be  eafily  erafed.  But  if  he 
dare  the  conflict,  and  prefer  to  mingle  his  generous 
concern  with  mine,  let  him  refle(51;  on  the  crown 
of  glory  which  awaits  the  virtuous  dead  ! Let 
him,  with  me,  weigh  the  unimportance  of  the 
track,  by  which  the  foul  is  led  to  the  regions  of 
immortality  j and  while  we  embalm  the  monarch’s 
memory  with  an  unfeigned  tear,  let  us  hope  that  our 
latter  prayers  may  be  as  acceptable  to  the  Deity, 
as  our  latter  moments  may  be  more  propitious 
than  thofe  of  the  great  Ifman  Abu  Ally  ! Un- 
broken be  the  reed  which  moans  thy  lofs,  rich 
pearl  of  Araby  ! Sweet  fmelling  like  the  gums 
of  Aden’s  vale,  to  heaven  afeend  thy  precious 
fpirit  ! 


“ Grand  Cairo,  20th  Augufl:  1779. 

I cannot  avoid  giving  you  a letter  from  a 
“ place  that  was  once  fo  defirable  an  objeft  to  us, 
however  reverfed  it  has  been  to  me  a fecond 
time.  I arrived  here  the  15th  July  lad,  after  a 
very  pleafant  paflage  from  Venice,  and  was 
preparing,  with  my  fellow-travellers,  to  fet  out 
‘‘  for  Suez  on  the  28th,  when,  on  that  morning, 
Mr.  Moore,  the  owner  of  our  vefiTel,  was  made 
“ a prifoner,  and  detained  till  four  days  ago,  in 
confequence  of  his  fliip,  with  another  at  Suez, 
having  been  treacheroufly  feized  by  the  orders  of 
“ this  government.  The  fliips  have  <fmce  been 
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“ releafed,  and  the  people  are  gone  to  Suez  to 
‘‘  take  poflelTion  of  them  again ; which  we  only 
want  to  hear  of,  to  enable  us  to  fct  forward. 
This  extraordinary  manoeuvre,  on  the  part  of 
“ this  government,  was  owing  to  an  Englifh  cara- 
van  having  been  plundered  in  crofTing  the  defart 
from  Suez  to  Cairo,  and  many  unfortunate  Eu- 
“ ropeans  having  perillied  in  the  defart.  The  go- 
vernment,  upon  this,  contrived  the  means  of 
feizing  the  veflels,  and  have  made  us  enter  into 
folemn  engagements  with  them,  that  no  hoftili- 
ties  fhall  be  committed  hereafter  by  the  Englifli, 
“ in  confequence  of  that  accident ! 

“ The  politics  of  this  country  have  been  a good 
deal  changed  fince  we  left  it.  It  feems  that 
foon  after  our  departure  from  Cairo,  Ibrahim 
“ Beg,  and  Morad  Beg,  were  brought  back  into 
“ Cairo,  accompanied  by  our  old  friend  Ifman 
Abu  Ally,  who  was  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  made 
many  enquiries  after  us.  For  this  elTential  fer- 
vice,  the  poor  old  man  had  his  head  taken  off 
by  Morad  Beg,  about  three  weeks  ago,  who 
was  at  Ghinnah  in  purfuit  of  Fluffein  Beg,  one 
of  Ifmaul  Beg’s  partizans ! — Monfieur  Cheva- 
“ lier,  the  late  governor  of  Chandernagore,  arrived 
here  a few  days  ago  from  Judda,  by  the  route  of 
“ Coftre.  He  met  with  Morad  Beg  at  Ghinnah, 
“ who  gave  him  his  paffport,  for  his  fafety  down 
“ the  river. 

I hope  to  leave  Cairo  in  about  five  days,  at- 

tended 
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tended  by  our  old  fervant  Ibrahim,  who  has 
been  wife  enough  to  marry  here,  and  is  as  com- 
**  pletely  fettled  as  he  well  can  be.  I have  ad- 
“ vifed  him  to  pufh  off  to  India  with  us.  As  if 
“ I had  not  been  fufficiently  punifhed  for  making 
“ a fecond  vifit  to  this  country,  I have  had  the 
“ addition  of  an  epidemical  ficknefs,  which  has 
“ raged  here  with  great  violence,  and,  I believe, 
has  extended  to  every  European  in  the  place.” 
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ODE  TO  THE  DESART. 

Written  on  a Journey  through  the  Defarts  of 
Thebais,  September  1777. 

Thou  wafle  \ from  human  fight  retir’d. 

By  nought  efleem’d,  invok’d,  defir’d  j 
Where  ftony  hill  and  flerile  plain. 

And  ever-fullen  filence  reign  * ; 

Where  nought  is  feen  to  cheer  the  eye. 

But  ruffet  earth  and  funny  fky  ; 

Nor  tree  nor  herbage  blefs  the  ground. 

Nor  aught  to  cherifh  life  is  found. 

Save,  where  the  deer,  whom  fears  affail. 

Shoots  fuddenly  athwart  the  vale  j 
If  chance  the  found  of  diftant  feet 
Approach  his  lonefome,  dark  retreat. 

* And  ever-mufjng  melancholy  reigns.”  Pope's  Elai/a 
U Abelard, 
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O ! while  thy  fecrets  I explore, 

And  traverfe  all  thy  regions  o’er. 

The  patient  camel  I beftride — 

May  no  ill  hap  his  fteps  betide  ! 

As  on  we  prefs  the  burning  foil. 

And  through  the  winding  valley  toil. 

Still  lend  fome  hill’s  projefting  height. 

To  fhield  me  from  Sol’s  piercing  fight. 

And  fhould  our  fcrips  of  water  fail. 

And  horrid  thirft  my  lips  affail. 

Then,  then,  thy  fcanty  drops  impart. 

To  renovate  my  fainting  heart. 

Nor  to  thy  toiling  fon  refufe 
The  trufle’s  leaf,  or  berry’s  juice  ; 

Thefe  ftinted  produdts  of  the  wafte. 

Luxurious  ! let  my  camel  tafle. 

At  noontide  heat,  and  midnight  cold. 

Thy  vengeful  ftores  of  wrath  with-hold  : 

Nor  bid  the  fudden  whirlwind  rife. 

To  blend  at  once,  hills,  vales,  and  flcies  ! 

Dread  caufe  ! too  fubtlle  to  define,^ 

Where  horror  ! danger  ! ruin  join  — 

Stop,  flop  its  peflilential  breath. 

That  ’whelms  a caravan  In  death  ! 


But 
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But  chief,  whence  lies  our  daily  track,; 
O ! turn  the  roving  * Arab  back  ; 
Who,  tyger-like,  infefts  the  way. 

And  makes  the  traveller  his  prey^ 

As  erfl:  the  fons  of  Ifrael  fled 
From  Pharaoh’s  reign  and  Nilus’  bed. 
Here  manna  fell  By  God’s  command. 
And  water  follow’d  Mofes’  wand  : 

So  may  pld  Nilus  pafling  nigh, 

A portion  of  his  floods  fupply  j 
Invite  the  neighb’ring  peafant’s  toil. 
To  cultivate  thine  alter’d  foil. 

So  be  thy  hills  with  verdure  fpread. 
And  trees  adorn  each  naked  head  ; 

So  in  the  thirfly  vales  below, 
Difcover’d  Iprings  be  taught  to  flow. 


* The  reader  will  have  found  that  this  wilh  was  not  grant- 
ed. We  fell  in  with  a party  of  wild  Arabs,  and,  what  was' 
more  extraordinary,  on  the  very  day  that  this  Ode  was  writ- 
ten. This  meeting,  fo  dreaded  by  us,  was,  in  all  probability, 
the  caufe  of  our  prefervation.  Thefe  foes  to  man,  by  an  un- 
expected turn,  became  our  friends.  They  were  our  guides 
when  our  people  were  at  a lofs  for  the  road  ; they  led  us  to 
the  fprings,  and  fupplied  us  with  food,  when  our  water  or 
provilion  failed  us.  What  an  inconteftible  evidence  is  this 
of  the  weaknefs  of  human  opinions  ! of  the  vanity  of  human 
wilhes  t 
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So,  teeming  with  neglefled  veins. 

Thy  marble  pay  the  fculptor’s  pains; 

Who,  emulous  of  Grecian  tafte. 

May  give  an  Athens  to  the  wafte  ! 

And  on  thy  furtheft  fandy  ihore. 

Which  hears  the  Red-fea’s  billows  roar. 

May  Commerce  fnile,  her  fails  unfold. 

And  change  thine  iron  age  to  gold  J 
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O'D  E fo  THE  NILE. 

Written  during  a Voyage  down  that  River. 
September,  1777. 


IM  M O RT  AL  ftream  ! whom  Afric  leads 
Through  barren  plains  and  verdant  meads  5 
Now  flaming  o’er  the  Nubian  fands. 

Now  laving  Egypt’s  cultur’d  lands  j 

To  mark  where  firfl:  thou  court’fl:  the  gale> 

The  poet’s  ftretch  of  thought  might  fail : 

Might  heroes  fliudder  to  behold 

The  wonders  which  thy  depths  unfold., 

O ! place  me  on  thy  gentle  tide. 

When  firfl;  it  leaves  its  fountain  wide  j 
’Till,  threat’ning  on  the  Cat’radt’s  brow. 

It  rufhes  to  the  world  below. 

Here,  as  the  joylefs  wild  we  trace. 

Where  Nature  fhrouds  her  beauteous  face. 
The  Oftrich — child  of  want  and  gloom  ! 

Dips  in  thy  wave  his  filver  plume. 
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Now,  lurking  on  thy  fedgy  fliorcs. 

The  Crocodile  his  prey  explores. 

Plark!  ’tis  a virgin’s  lliriek* — thy  flood 
She  fought — to  color  with  her  blood  [ 

No  arms  the  monfter  can  appal  — 
Bounds  from  his  fcales  th’  unerring  ball. 
Lo  ! to  avenge  a mother’s  tears. 

The  Hippopotamus  appears ! 

Now  Death  alTumes  his  grimmeft  form, 
Thy  troubled  furface  owns  the  ftorm  ; 
Like  warring  veflels,  on  they  move, 
Their  mortal  rage  and  force  to  prove  ! 

O ! hafte  we  from  this  conflifr  dire. 

And  to  thy  fairer  fcenes  retire ; 

Where,  fwelling  o’er  thy  native  ftrand, 
Thy  waters  fatten  all  the  land  j 

Where  on  the  wide  expanfe  are  feen 
The  tufted  grove  and  ifland  green ; 

The  minaret,  that  tow’rs  above. 

The  haram  — prifon  gay  of  love  ! 


* This  alludes  to  a circumftance  which  happened  juft  before 
tlic  author  came  to  the  Nile,  and  which  the  reader  will  find 
in  page  -^^^6  of  vol.  i. — The  frequent  combats  between  the 
River-horfe  and  Crocodile,  in  which  the  former  is  generally 
vidorious,  are  too  well  known  to  need  a comment. 
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As  Pleafure,  Commerce,  fpread  the  fail, 

. A thoufand  gallies  catch  the  gale  : 

Their  oars  a thoufand  gallies  ply, 

Whofe  pomp  refulgent  ftrikes  the  eye. 

But  lo  ! thofe  * grottos,  choak’d  with  thorn. 
Which  o’er  thy  ftream  depend,  forlorn, 

Or  lie  embofom’d  in  the  wafte  — 

A contraft  fhew  of  monkifh  tafte  ! 

’Mid  plenty,  of  denial  vain. 

Near  crouds,  a folitary  train  ! 

Full  many  a league  along  thy  tide 
Cold  anchorites  her  joys  defy’d. 

Far  different  was  the  Pagan’s  creed. 

Which,  in  the  bread;  of  yonder  mead, 

Their  courfe  where  Styx  and  Lethe  wound, 
Peopled,  with  diades,  th’  Elyfian -f  ground. 


* Thefe  grottos,  according  to  travellers,  ex'tend  /rom  Swadi 
to  Manfaliith — a fpace  of  twenty  leagues — on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile.  The  convents  of  Saints  Anthonv  and  Paul  lie  within  the 

t , 

defait,  and  exhibit  living  proofs  of  the  auilerity  and  fuperfli- 
tion,  which  marked  the  primitive  Chriftians. 

f In  the  province  of  Faiom,  in  Upper  Egypt,  travellers  have 
found  fuilicient  traces  of  the  fable  of  Charon  and  the  Eivuan 
fields.  Lake  Moeris  is  called  Birh  Charo7i  by  the  Arabs  ; and 
the  Styx  and  Lethe  have  been  difcovered  in  the  canals,  that 
furround  the  catacombs  of  Saccara,  or  buryin^-places  of  the 
andent  Egyptians. 
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'I'ho’  fcarce  we  trace  tli’  oblivions  rill, 
Charon,  in  flincy,  ferries  ftill ; 

O’eraw’d,  we  pafs  the  fabled  gate. 

Severe,  where  Rhadamanthus  fate. 

For,  wandering  near  old  Mcsris’  ftrand, 

His  work  innmortal,  Homer  plann’cl  j 
Thence  Iketching  his  * Cimmerian  vale. 
The  next  Papyrus  bore  the  tale. 

Now  waft  me  down  thy  weftern  arm. 

Where  Delta  looks  one  cultnr’d  farm  j 
By  ruin’d  cities,  nodding  towers. 

And  hide  me  in  Rofetto’s  bowers. 

Plail  (hades  ! who  give  fiich  charms  to  view. 
As  ne’er  Alcinous’  gardens  knew ; 

While  bloffoms  liere  their  fweets  unfold. 
Bow’d  is  the  tree  with  fruit  of  gold. 

And  thou  fam’d  ftream  ! what  tho’  no  more 
The  world’s  emporium  as  of  yore; 

Tho’  grac’d  not  with  the  Roman  name, 

Thy  realm  contending  factions  claim  : 

A Pharaoh’s  daughter  erft  was  thine. 

Whom  pity  touch’d  with  cares  divine. 

As  (he  the  prophet  chanc’d  to  note 
While  in  his  ozier-bark  aPioat. 

•*  Vide  Horn.  Od.  I.  xi. 

I-'  3 


I'liou 


APPENDIX. 


- ISO 

Thou  knew ’ft  a Cleopatra’s  reign. 

Who  number’d  vidlors  in  her  train ; 

A Julius,  led  by  glory’s  rayj 
An  Anthony — to  love  a prey  ! 

A Ptolemy  of  learn’d  renown. 

And  great  Sefoftris  wore  thy  crown ; 

Thine,  Memphis  ! crufli’d  by  adverfe  fates. 
And  Thebes — that  op’d  an  hundred  gates  1 

And  ftill  Ihalt  thou  our  homage  keep. 
While  fea-girt  Pharos  awes  the  deep; 
While  left  for  ages  to  admire. 

Thy  pyramids  to  heav’n  afpire  ! 

t 

' While  Plenty  on  thy  banks  is  found. 

To  feed  the  famifli’d  nations  round ; 

While  Poets  ftrive  to  fing  in  vain 
The  wonders  of  thy  vernal  reign  ! 
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LETTER  III. 


O U will  be  no  lefs  furprized,  my  dear 


1 H * * *,  by  the  commencement  of  this  nar- 
rative, than  affected  at  its  origin.  You  will  find, 
to  your  regret,  that  my  ideas  of  the  fmooth  road  I 
was  to  pafs  over,  have  already  been  detected  j and 
that  you  have  dearly  purchafed  the  perufal  of  my 
travels,  by  the  accomplifliment  of  your  fears.  How 
often  did  I endeavor  to  perfuade  you,  of  the  fafety 
of  the  route  I had  chofen  ; of  the  pleafant,  though 
uniform  occurrences  I fhould  encounter!  Ready 
to  doubt,  what  it  defires  moft,  and  to  apprehend, 
what  it  would  moft  ftiun,  thy  aftedlion  was  a better 
prophet  than  my  confidence.  An  accident  has  al- 
ready befallen  me,  as  fmgular  and  interefting,  as 
any  which  my  former  travels  gave  rife  to  ; of 
magnitude  fufficient,  to  make  me  depart  from  my 
intention,  of  running  a beaten  track  in  filence,  and 
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to  refume  a wifli,  long  blotted  from  my  mind,  of 
prefenting  the  world  with  a Supplement  to  that 
work. 

I muft  premife  two  things,  however,  which  pub- 
lic favor,  and  a deference  to  public  opinion  de- 
mand of  me.  I mean  to  treat  common  events 
with  concifenefs;  and  to  confine  my  deferiptions 
to  the  more  ftriking  parts  of  unufual  ones.  Thus 
the  public  eye,  which  was  fo  long  engaged  by  my  pall 
adventures,  lhall  not  be  intruded  on  by  praflice ; 
or  be  infiilted,  on  account  of  its  indulgence  to  the 
author.  This  Supplement,  therefore,  will  rather 
be  a fketch  than  a pidure  j an  abftracfi:,  than  a de- 
tail of  adventures. 

I will  go  back  to  our  arrival  at  Venice  on  the 
6th  of  November  1780.  Our  courfe  from  Oftend 
to  this  city,  was  rapid  and  arduous.  We  had  been 
unexpectedly  detained  in  London,  until  the  month 
of  October  was  far  advanced,  and  the  difpatches 
we  had  in  charge  from  the  Directors  of  the  India 
Company  to  the  governments  of  Bombay  and  Ma- 
dras, were  too  important  to  admit  of  delay.  The 
winter  was  like  wife  approaching ; and  as  we  de- 
figned  to^  embark  on  the  gulf  of  Venice  for  La- 
tichea  in  Syria,  the  ftorms  which  were  expeCted  at 
this  feafon,  might  foon  render  the  paflage  imprac- 
ticable. We  were  exaCtly  eleven  days  on  the 
road  j and  fpent  one  of  thofe  days  at  Bruflels  and 
Meminghen,  on  indifpenfable  bufinefs.  Not  a bed 
had  we  known,  fince  we  entered  our  chaife  at 
Oftend  j nor  a willing  delay,  except  to  change 

horfes. 


S U P P I.  E ME  N T.  155 

horfes,  and  to  fnatch  an  hafty  refrefliment.  No 
attempts,  therefore,  to  defcribe  the  cities  and  coun- 
tries we  have  pafled  through,  could  be  expebted  ; 
Avere  no  other  plea  to  be  made  for  us,  but  want  of 
time.  I know  little  more  of  Flanders,  than  the 
Hatnefs  of  her  region,  the  richnefs  of  her  foil,  and 
the  induftry  of  her  inhabitants.  Of  Germany — 
than  the  commerce  w'hich  is  carried  on  in  her  in- 
terior parts,  by  the  navigation  of  the  Rhine  and 
Danube  ; the  gothic  grandeur  which  her  antique 
cities  difplay ; the  modern  m.agnificence  of  her 
epifcopal  palaces  ; the  extent  of  her  forefts,  rich 
in  timber  and  game  ; and  the  military  afpedb  of 
the  gentry,  fo  ftrongly  contrafted  with  the  boorifli . 
behavior  of  the  lower  clafs.  Of  the  Tyrolefe  we 
can  fpeak  more  fully,  than  of  the  reft ; becaufe, 
from  the  mountainous  roads  which  we  travelled 
over,  we  were  longer  in  performing  this  part  of 
our  journey,  than  double  the  diftance  in  the  plains 
of  Germany.  Nor  did  we  fail  to  profit  by  this  de- 
lay. The  fimplicity  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the 
romantic  face  of  the  country,  whofe  fnowy  heights 
alone  are  not  lined  with  the  different  fhades  of  the 
verdant  fir,  and  whofe  winding  valleys  are  enli- 
vened by  defcending  torrents  and  pidlurefque  villas, 
at  once  delight  and  intcreft  the  traveller.  Often  in 
this  part  of  the  journey,  did  I change  places  with 
the  fcrvant,  and  rode  a ftage  on  an  indifferent  hacky 
for  the  purpofe  of  enjoying  the  richnefs  and  va- 
riety of  fuch  a profpefl. 


Our 


156  r'E  T T E R 111. 

Our  flay  in  Venice  was  infinitely  Ihorter,  than 
Our  inclinations  would  have  prefcribed,  had  they 
been  left  to  their  own  fcope.  We  made  the  befl 
ufe  of  our  time  to  gratify  the  curiofity,  which  fo 
fingular  a city  had  excited  in  our  minds  j and 
there  were  few  things  worthy  of  the  obfervation  of 
a ftranger,  which  we  left  ‘unvifited,  during  the 
week  we  remained  there.  We  faw  them,  indeed, 
with  a glance,  that  fcarcely  fatisfied  our  imagina- 
tions } but  the  repeated  accounts  which  have  been 
given  by  travellers  of  this  city,  left  me  little  to  re- 
gret in  my  own  incapacity,  to  add  to  the  informa- 
tion thev  have  afforded  the  world. 

On  Tuefday  the  14th  of  November,  I embarked 
on  the  * trabaculo  St.  John  Baptifte,  Captain  Jo- 
feph  Pauline,  then  lying  off  St.  Jofepho  at  Caf- 
tello,  in  the  harbor  of  Venice.  I was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Smyth  (my  co-partner  in  the  expedition) 
and  Major  Nicol,  who  joined  us  at  Venice,  and 
was  returning  to  the  army  in  Bengal,  and  Richard 
3egur  a fervant  of  mine.  The  Britifh  vice-conful, 
Mr.  Watfon,  faw  us  aboard.  The  veffel  imme- 
diately fell  down  to  the  caftle  of  Lido,  where  the 
captain  remonftrated  to  Mr.  Watfon  againft  our 
going  to  fea  during  the  prefent  appearance  of  die 

I 

* A trabaculo  Is  a veffel  with  two  malls,  but  not  fquare- 
rigged  like  a fnow.  Its  fails  are  fprit-falhion,  and  called 
latteen.  It  is  weak-timbered,  and  its  deck  round  and  uncom- 
fortable to  walk  on,  and  merely  calculated  for  fummer  voy- 
ages. 
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■weather.  As  our  departure  had  been  delayed  the 
preceding  night,  this  pretext  was  confidered  as  an 
evafion ; and  the  more  backwardnefs  the  captain 
fhewed  to  depart,  the  more  our  defire  to  be  gone 
encreafed.  Nor  will  this  be  wondered  at,  when 
the  urgency  of  our  commifTion,  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafon,  and  the  fair  wind  that  blew,  be  taken  into 
confideration.  The  arguments  of  Mr.  Watfon  pre- 
vailed, and  he  parted  with  us  at  four  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  we  were  about  two  leagues  from 
the  Ihore,  and,  apparently,  in  a fair  way  of  carrying 
the  good  weather  and  wind  with  us. 

This  profpedt  continued  until  midnight,  our 
courfe  being  from  E.  by  N.  to  N.  E.  It  then  fell 
nearly  calm,  and  the  velTel  made  little  or  no  way 
until  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  15th, 
when  the  wind  frefhened  from  the  N.  W.  At 
noon  it  fuddenly  changed  to  the  S.  W.  and  be- 
coming unfettled,  it  veered  at  once  to  the  eaft. 
This  com.pleted  the  alarm  of  the  captain  and  his 
crew,  who  feemed  to  have  been  fufficiently  difturbed 
by  the  threatening  variation  of  the  wind.  A buftle 
immediately  commenced  upon  deck,  where  Major 
Nicol  flood  to  obferve  their  manoeuvres.  Mr, 
Smyth  and  myfelf  were  abed  with  fea-ficknefs  be- 
low, when  the  captain  fuddenly  came  down,  and, 
with  a faltering  accent  declared,  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  for  him  to  keep  the  fea,  and  he  was  at  a lofs 
for  what  port  to  fteer ! We  were  not  a little 
flartled  at  this  fpeech  ; and  afked  him  tartly,  why, 
as  die  wind  was  fo  contrary,  he  could  not  make 

the 
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the  place  from  whence  we  came  ? He  had  not  timq^ 
to  reply  to  this  queftion,  when  the  noife  encrcafed 
above,  and  a failor  called  out  to  the  captain,  that 
the  wind  was  become  worfe  than  ever.  This  hur- 
ried him  from  us,  and  we  foon  found  by  the  report 
of  our  friend,  that  we  had  little  to  expert  from 
the  affiftance  or  experience  of  the  mariners.  In- 
deed, what  could  be  promifed  by  people,  who  had 
not  a chart  aboard,  and  could  be  thrown  into  dif- 
order  in  fo  extraordinary  a manner  ? 

The  feene  now  wore  an  alarming  appearancej 
The  captain  returned  to  the  cabin,  and  with  the 
moft  marked  expreffions  of  fear  and  defpondency, 
advifed  us  to  confult  our  fafety,  as  there  was  not  a 
hope  remaining  for  the  prefervation  of  the  veffel. 
Mr.  Smyth  and  I haftily  dreffed  ourfelves  on  this 
intimation,  without  bellowing  a thought  on  our  in- 
valid Hate,  and  began  to  fecure  what  valuables  were 
at  hand.  In  this  we  were  followed  by  our  com- 
panion and  Richard.  It  is  impolTible  to  depi(5t  the 
conduct  of  the  Sclavonians — for  of  that  nation  were 
our  crew  compofed — at  this  crifis.  The  danger 
which  they  faw  was,  indeed,  unknown  to  us,  and 
might  be  of  their  own  creation.  But  the  fa6t  was* 
we  were  become  helplefs  from  our  untoward  fitua- 
tion,  and  were  on  the  point  of  being  facrificed 
through  the  cowardice  and  imbecility  of  thofe 
about  us.  This  may  be  deduced  from  our  fudden 
lapfe  from  the  fecurity,  in  which  we  fuppofed  our- 
felves to  have  been.  Not  the  fmallelt  preparation 
Intervened  j and  it  will  be  fcarcely  imagined  by  a 
" ' ■ ' ' • Britilh 
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Britilh  failor,  that  deftrudlion  fhoiild  impend  over 
a tight  veffel  with  her  complement  of  men,  on  the 
commencement  of  a gale  ; or  that  a refignation  to 
their  fate  fhould  be  the  immediate  confequence  !— 
Our  experience  of  Sclavonians  will  folve  this  pro- 
blem. When  we  got  upon  deck,  I was  Ihocked  at 
the  pufillanimity  and  ignorance  of  our  crew.  Each 
was  employed  as  his  inclination  dire£ted  him,  but 
equally  in  a manner  difgraceful  to  manhood.  Some 
were  on  their  knees,  invoking  their  Saint  Antonio  ; 
others  running  about  the  deck,  half-befide  them- 
felves  with  the  idea  of  their  danger.  The  captain 
was  feen  fecretly  to  divide  money  among  them, 
but  in  no  otlier  lhape  evinced  his  fuperiority.  So 
far  from  preferving  a command  over  his  crew,  no 
appearance  of  fubordination  exifted  among  them. 
Every  one  differed  in  opinion,  gave  oppofite  orders, 
and  promoted  the  general  confufion.  One  let  fly 
the  fheet ; another  let  go  the  anchor  with  the  fails 
all  Handing ; and  a third  began  to  haul  the 
boat  alongfide — the  only  one,  and  not  yet  taken 
aboard  — in  which  he  was  alTifted  by  the  ma- 
jority. 

The  lafl;  meafure  indicated  the  defpair  which 
pofleJfled  them.  It  was  now  time  for  us  to  confult 
our  fafety.  The  boat  was  not  a fecond  alongfide, 
before  fhe  was  filled  with  people.  We  were  the 
lafl:  who  entered  her,  except  the  captain.  The  vi- 
olence of  the  waves  occafioned  a difficulty  in  get- 
ting into  the  boat,  which,  from  the  fame  caufe, 
was  half  full  of  water.  I mufl  own,  that  I was 

immediately 
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immediately  (truck  with  the  condition  of  the  boat; 
and  had  no  great  idea  of  fecurity  in  her.  This 
induced  me  to  liften  the  readier  to  the  call  of  the 
captain,  who  defired  us  to  return  to  the  velTel,  until 
the  boat  was  cleared.  In  this  attempt  the  anchor- 
dock  grazed  my  left  temple,  and  carried  away  my 
hat,  as  the  boat  mounted  above  the  vefTel’s  fide, 
and  it  was  with  no  little  effort  that  I recovered  the 
deck  in  fafety,  whither  I was  luckily  followed  by 
my  friends  and  domedic.  No  fooner  was  this  ef- 
fected, than  the  captain  jumped  into  the  boat,  and 
veered  away  ihe.  painter ^ or  rope,  adern.  Our  con- 
dernation  was  evident  at  this  fight.  We  loudly  in- 
voked the  captain  not  to  defert  us,  and  by  the^ 
friendly  figns  he  made,  began  to  believe  that  he 
dill  meant  to  take  us  aboard.  But  this  hope  was 
of  fnort  continuance.  While  the  red  were  bufily 
engaged  in  throwing  out  the  water  with  buckets,  i 
Sclavonian  dood  on  the  bow,  and  with  a hatchet 
cut  the  painter  in  our  view  ! — Let  the  feeling 
bread  conceive,  if  its  fenfibility  will  allow  of  re- 
flexion— the  agonies  we  underwent  at  this  inhuman 
aCI.  It  was  cutting  the  thread  of  our  exidence,  in 
all  human  probability,  and  hope  itfelf,  for  a mo-- 
ment,  feemed  to  fly  to  the  boat,  which  was  making 
from  us  with  all  the  expedition,  that  wind  and  oars 
would  permit,  in  an  heavy  fwell  and  ruffled  fea ! 
A blunderbufs  was  involuntarily  fnatched  up,  and 
pointed  into  the  boat,  but  immediately  laid  down 
on  the  reflexion  of  fpilling  fruitlefs  blood,  and 
taking  vengeance  on  a fet  of  ruffians,  who  could 

3 not 
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noC  poflibly  regain  the  veffel  as  the  wind  blev/, 
were  they  difpofed  to  repentance. 

Their  prefent  intentions  were  evident,  though 
their  former  deportment  was  perplexing  and  doubt- 
ful. Ignorance  of  their  profehion,  and  a timidity, 
almoft  unknown  to  the  female  charadler,  had  com- 
pleted, if  not  occafioned  the  diftrefs  of  the  veffel, 
and  they  now  fought  their  own  prefervation  v/ith- 
out  a thought  of  ours.  Nay,  their  excluding  us 
from  fharing  their  fortune,  cannot  be  reconciled  to 
the  common  principles  of  adtion  ; and  to  extraor- 
dinary motives — as  we  had  never  oTended  them— * 
it  would  be  equally  vain  to  recur.  They  were  but 
eight  in  all,  in  a ftout  boat,  and  the  addition  of  four 
perfons  could  not  have  brought  her  down  in  the 
water,  fo  as  to  encreafe  her  danger.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  trabaculo  had  been  freighted  by  us  oh 
the  Company's  account,  and  the  captain  and  his 
crew  were  aiflually  eating  our  bread  ! — This  adds 
the  charge  of  ingratitude  to  barbarity,  and  throws 
fuch  a coloring  upon  the  diabolical  tranfaftion,  as 
mull  pain  the  eye  of  the  humane  reader.  That  he 
may  avert  it,  as  foon  as  poffible,  from  fuch  a fight, 
I will  return  to  our  ftory,  and  leave  the  fequel  to 
excite  the  juft  indignation,  which  fuch  unparalleled 
treachery  deferves. 

It  was  now  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
the  night,  which  fets  in  fo  early  in  this  month,  had 
been  anticipated  by  the  haze  and  gloom,  which 
are  the  conftant  forerunners  of  a tempeft.  We  re- 
mained on  deck  for  fome  minutes  in  a fixed  afto- 
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nifhment,  and  caft  many  a wifliful  eye  after  tfic 
boat,  which  was  foon  loft  to  our  view.  In  endea- 
voring to  recover  this  objeft,  1 thought  I difcerned 
low  land  about  a league  aftern,  to  which  the  boat 
was  making,  and,  to  all  appearance,  would  foon  be 
driven  by  the  wind  and  current.  This  difcovery 
gave  us  a clearer  infight  into  our  perilous  fituation. 
We  had,  indeed,  learnt  confufedly  from  the  cap- 
tain, that  we  were  encompafled  by  rocks  and 
fands  j but  did  not  dream  of  our  vicinity  to  the 
land.  This  reflexion  infenfibly  added  a weight 
to  the  blow  we  had  received  j and  we  again  wifhed 
to  recal  the  opportunity  we  had  miTed,  of  revifit- 
ing  the  peaceful  haven  before  us.  Short,  however, 
was  the  time  we  wafted  in  fruitlefs  complaint ; and 
we  refolved  to  turn  the  few  moments,  which  feemed 
to  be  left  us,  to  the  beft  account.  We  fet  about 
the  duty  of  exerting  ourfelves  to  the  utmoft  of  our 
abilities,  to  furmount  our  misfortune  j and  when 
we  recollefted  that  four  Britifh  fubjedts  had  been 
perfidioufly  forfaken  by  their  own  fpccies,  and  de- 
voted as  viftims  to  the  fury  of  the  ftorm,  we  caught 
new  fpirit  from  the  cruel  novelty  of  the  circum- 
ftance,  and  began  to  fecure  every  thing  upon  deck> 
as  well  as  our  weaknefs  and  little  acquaintance 
with  fea-aft'airs  would  permit.  This  tafk  was  be- 
come ftill  more  difficult,  from  the  violence  of  the 
wind,  and  the  rolling  and  pitching  of  the  veffel,. 
which  rendered  it  painful  to  ftand  upon  deck.  It 
muft  here  be  repeated,  that  the  deck  of  a traba- 
culo  is  of  fo  round  a form  and  fo  unguarded,  that 
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the  leaft  inclination  on  either  fide,  makes  it  difa- 
greeable  to  walk  on  it  in  fair  weather.  How  then 
was  the  inconvenience  encreafed  at  this  period  ! 
With  much  trouble  we  made  a diift  to  lower  the 
main-yard,  fo  far  as  to  prevent  the  fail  having  a 
Itrefs  on  the  cable  j but  all  our  efforts  were  vain, 
towards  recovering  the  fore-yard  from  its  elevated 
fituation  ; and  though  the  fheet  was  gone,  the 
wind  had  fuch  hold  of  the  flapping  canvas,  as  to 
occafion  the  velfel  to  labor  prodigioufly.  The  jib 
was  likewife  fhivering  in  the  wind,  and  from  the 
conflrruction  of  the  prow,  which  buried  itfelf  incef- 
fantly  in  the  water,  we  could  not'  approach  the  fail 
to  haul  it  down.  While  we  were  employed  in  this 
unequal  confliifl  with  the  elements,  the  cable  began 
to  run  out  with  a thundering  found.  Mr.  Smyth 
was  luckily  near  the  halfe-hole,  and,  by  an  extra- 
ordinary effort,  clapped  a ftopper  on  the  unfecured 
cable  ; which  was  certainly  in  lefs  danger  of  ftrain- 
ing  from  an  accident,  that  threatened  far  different 
confequences. 

Night  was  now  fallen  over  the  creation,  and  it 
may,  perhaps,  not  be  contended,  whether  her  fhades 
involved  more  deftitute  or  forlorn  beings  than  our- 
felves  ! But  hope  yet  furvived  the  chances  of  fafe- 
ty  j and  when  hope  itfelf  appeared  to  falter,  its 
place  was  fupplied — by  what  alone  can  fuftain  the 
human  mind  in  moments  like  thefe — by  a calm 
refignation  to  the  decrees  of  the  Almighty.  We 
quitted  the  deck,  where  our  prefence  could  be  of 
no  immediate  ufe,  and  the  fervant  havinr^  brought 
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us  a light  from  the  galley — where  the  cook  had 
left  a fire  with  a joint  of  meat  before  it — we  laid 
ourfelves  once  more  upon  our  beds,  from  which 
nothing,  but  imminent  neceffity,  had  drawn  us.  A 
difh  of  coffee  was  all  I had  tafted  for  the  preceding 
twenty-four  hours,  and  that  had  not  ftaid  on  my 
ftomach,  much  lefs  would  it  have  borne  the  meat 
which  had  been  preparing  for  us.  My  compa- 
nions were  equally  ailing,  though  from  different 
caufes.  Mr.  Smyth  had  almoft  loft  the  ufe  of  one 
leg  from  a violent  inflammation ; and  Mr.  Nicol 
was  fubjeit  to  a numbnefs  in  his  feet,  which  the 
extreme  cold  now  made  him  particularly  fenfible 
of.  My  fervant  Richard  had  never  been  at  fea  be- 
fore— except  in  croffmg  the  German  channel — and 
little  could  be  expe6ted  from  fuch  a novice.  Afto- 
nifhment  had  rendered  him  as  ufelefs  as  ourfelves ; 
though  I muft  do  him  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  he 
betrayed  no  emotions  of  fear  during  this  trying 
fcene.  He  crept  forward  to  his  bed  to  take  what 
repofe  he  could,  and  left  us  to  ponder  on  the  event, 
and  to  afford  each  other  fuch  confolation,  as  me- 
mory or  imagination  could  fupply.  Many  in- 
ftances  were  produced,  of  people  outliving  fitua- 
tions  as  perilous  as  our  own  but  none  of  a fim.i- 
larity  of  circumftances.  Strange,  as  it  may  found, 
this  very  peculiarity  led  us  to  believe,  that  we  were 
referved  for  a happier  deftiny,  than  was  propofed  by 
our  betrayers.  Nay,  the  villainy  of  the  Sclavonians 
made  us  prefume  the  more  on  the  mercy  of  the 
Deity.  To  defeat  their  murderous  defigns,  we 

looked 


SUPPLEMENT. 


165 

looked  up  with  confidence,  to  the  eternal  Dlfpenfcr 
of  jiiftice ; and  even  congratulated  ourfelves  at 
times,  that  our  veflel  was  not  weighed  down  with 
their  complicated  guilt.  Happy  is  it  for  the  hu^ 
man  mind,  that  it  can  derive  confolation  from  re- 
mote and  unpromifing  fources,  in  cafes  of  extre- 
m.ity. 

Little  occurred  worthy  of  obfervation,  between 
this  time  and  midnight,  except,  that  on  finding  the 
cable  in  danger  of  running  out.  Major  Nicol  fixed 
another  Hopper  on  it,  at  the  expence  of  a deep  cut 
on  one  of  his  fingers.  Enough  cannot  be  faid  in 
commendation  of  this  gentleman,  to  whofe  atten- 
tion and  activity  we  greatly  owe  our  prefervation. 
He  crept  upon  deck  at  every  alarm,  which  the  en- 
creafe  of  the  gale,  or  the  devaflation  among  the 
rigging,  occafioned  j and,  by  his  report,  either 
buoyed  up  our  hopes,  or  taught  us  to  prepare  for 
the  worft.  I dw'ell  the  more  on  this  circumflance, 
as  the  fecret  operations  of  Providence  appear  on  the 
face  of  it.  From  political  reafons,  and  an  obferv- 
ance  of  the  injunctions  of  our  fuperiors,  we  had 
been  obliged  to  fhun  any  new  connexion  at  Ve- 
nice ; and  though  we  could  not,  without  a breach 
of  humanity,  bind  the  captain  to  refufe  a pafiage  to 
Major  Nicol,  we  were  fain  to  appear  ignorant  of 
his  being  aboard  the  trabaculo.  In  our  weakly 
condition  it  Is  impofiible  to  fay,  what  we  could  have 
done  without  him  ; and  we  confidered  his  afiiftance 
as  a fupernatural  gift.  He  had  alfo  more  ficill  in 
fca  affairs  j and  holding  It  advifable  to  veer  out  the 
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beft  bovver,  In  order  to  eafe  the  velTel,  and  prevent 
the  anchor  tripping,  he  fummoned  us  upon  deck  | 

, about  two  In  the  morning,  when  the  ftorm  was  rifen  * 
to  a fearful  pitch,  accompanied  by  hail  and  rain.  | 

Mr.  Smyth  was  in  fo  much  pain,  that  he  found  it  ' 

impofTible  to  flir  ■,  but  being  free  froni  ficknefs  by 
this  time,  I followed  our  leader  to  the  work  he  pro- 
1 pofed.  While  he  ftaid  above  to  coil  it  upon  deck, 

j I roufed  my  fervant,  and  creeping  into  the  cable- 

j tiers  with  a lanthorn,  made  a fhift  with  his  aflift- 

; ance,  to  fend  the  remainder  of  the  cable  above, 

; This  undertaking  employed  us  more  than  an  hour; 

I but  when  nearly  completed,  we  found  from  our  ex- 

I haufted  ftrength,  and  the  violent  motion  of  the  vef- 

j fel,  that  it  would  be  neither  pradlicable  nor  fafe 

for  us  to  veer  out  the  cable.  Much,  however,  had 
\ been  done,  towards  this  defirable  meafure  ; and  we 

rcfolved  to  defer  the  attempt  until  day-light,  and 
the  help  of  our  crippled  companion,  could  promife 
j fuccefs. 

; We  now  returned  to  the  cabin  with  the  tidings 

of  our  progrefs  ; and  wet  and  benumbed  with  cold, 
we  threw  ourfelves  on  our  beds,  to  recover  our  feel- 
ing and  vigor.  In  this  difaftrous  crifis,  when  the 
idea  of  the  cable’s  parting  would  involuntarily  run 
i acrofs  our  minds,  it  was  no  little  fatisfaftion  to  find, 

I that  it  had  not  yet  chafed  ; and  as  the  gale  had 

; now  continued  with  encreafing  fury  for  twelve 

; hours,  we  either  expe6ted,  that  its  quiver  would  be’ 

foon  emptied,  or  the  cable  might  refill:  it  for  a 
I term  of  equal  duration.  How  we  flattered  our- 
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Tclves  on  this  occafion,  no  feaman  need  be  told. 
Nothing  kept  us  from  a lee-Hiore,  but  this  unferved 
and  unfecured  cable  ; and  its  wonderful  refiftance 
and  freedom  from  injury,  muft,  to  the  lateft  mo- 
ment of  their  lives,  be  a matter  of  admiration  and 
thankfgiving  to  thofc  who  owe  their  deliverance 
to  it ! 

It  had  early  flruck  us  that  we  were  in  the  gulf  of 
Triefte,  from  the  fituation  of  the  land  aftern  of  us. 
On  no  part  of  the  coaft  of  Iftria — for  which  we  had 
been  Handing  fince  our  departure  from  Venice — 
could  we  have  land  aftern,  with  the  veird’s  head  to 
the  N.  E.  We  had  often  looked  at  the  compafs 
to  explain  this  point ; and  as  often  confulted  our 
chart  of  the  Adriatic  fea,  to  be  afcertained  of  the 
truth  of  our  fufpicion.  Amid  thefe  reafonings, 
deep  imperceptibly  ftole  upon  our  wearied  frames, 
and,  perhaps,  the  readier,  as  we  had  quenched  our 
thirft  with  fome  juicy  pears,  the  only  refrediment 
that  was  at  hand.  Nothing  can  be  a greater  proof  of 
the  dominion  of  that  healing  power,  who  now  bound 
up  the  faculties  of  minds  exercifed  with  hideous  re- 
flexions, and  of  bodies,  encumbered  with  wet  and 
uncomfortable  garments. 

The  repofe  we  obtained,  may  naturally  be  fup- 
pofed,  to  have  been  fliort  and  unquiet.  The  ob- 
jedls,  which  are  moftly  prevalent  in  our  waking 
thoughts,  are  ufually  found  to  recur  to  a difturbed 
imagination  under  the  influence  of  fleep.  How 
often  didft  thou,  Honoria  ! pride  of  my  choice,  and 
inmate  of  my  bofom  ! how  often  didft  thou  appear 
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to  me  in  this  momentous  period ! Sometimes, 
methought,  I beheld  thee,  young  and  attradlive  as 
thou  art,  advancing  towards  me  with  finiles  of 
hope,  and  holding  our  innocent  babes  on  either 
arm.  In  my  attempt  to  grafp  the  treafures  of  my 
foul  in  my  fond  embrace,  I fuddenly  awoke,  and 
for  the  felicity  I contemplated,  beheld  myfelf 

plunged  into  the  abyfs  of  vTetchednefs  1 The 

howling  of  the  ftorm,  the  crackling  of  the  mails, 
and  the  rocking  of  the  velTel,  were  the  fad  ex- 
change ! Far  different  was  the  dream,  which  ac- 
companied my  next  moments  of  forgetfulnefs  ! I 
again  faw  thee,  my  Honoria,  but  in  different  giiife. 
The  recent  alarm  I had  fuftained,  gave  a tindlure 
to  the  fcenc  of  its  own  dark  complexion.  Thou 
wert  not  what  thou  feemed  before,  and,  methought, 
tliou  fliunned  the  arms  of  thy  beloved  ! I would 
have  called  upon  thee  in  the  names  of  love  and 
tenderncfs  to  return,  but  a violent  encreafe  of  the 
gale  roiifed  us  all  from  our  flumber,  and  timely  re- 
lieved me  from  the  horrors  of  defpair.  I was  even 
thankful  for  being  convinced  of  the  fi£tlon,  in  fo 
tremendous  a manner;  and,  to  be  ridded  of  the 
doubts  of  thy  truth,  was  content  to  face  the  perils 
which  furrounded  me. 

It  was  now  about  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of 
Thurfday  i6th  of  November,  and  by  day-light  the 
weather  appeared  to  have  moderated  a little.  I 
Hole  to  the  deck,  with  an  anxiety  to  make  fome 
certain  difcovery  of  our  fituation ; and  3s  the  light 
broke  from  the  eaft,  1 dimly  beheld  a range  of 
, mountains^ 
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mountains,  forming  a femicircle  feveral  leagues 
diitanc,  from  our  larboard  bow  to  our  ftarboard 
fide.  The  low  land — of  which  we  had  caught  a 
momentary  glimpfe  the  preceding  evening — ap- 
peared aftern,  and  ftretched  forward  until  it  met 
the  mountains.  From  this  defcription  it  will  be 
found,  that  the  veflel  was  land-locked,  except  on 
her  ftarboard-quarter,  on  which  the  hurricane  ob- 
liquely exhaufted  its  force.  With  a glafs  I plainly 
difcovered  a large  town  with  fteeples  ahead,  which 
we  concluded  to  be  T riefte..  After  expreffing  our 
praifes  to  the  Almighty,  who  had  permitted  the 
light  of  day  to  revifit  our  eyes,  againft  every  moral 
probability,  we  bethought  ourfelves  of  refuming 
the  w'ork  we  had  left  unfinifiied.  I forgot  to  men- 
tion in  its  proper  place,  that  we  had  founded  our 
depth  of  water,  and-found  it  to  be  but  four  fathoms 
and  a half.  Allowing  it  to  be  then  high  water,  and 
that  the  tide  rofe  a fathom,  we  could  not  at  low  wa- 
ter have  more  than  three  fathoms  and  a half.  The 
trabaculo  being  of  a broad  conn;ru6lion,  could  not 
draw  above  eight  feet,  as  fiie  had  but  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  corn  aboard,  for  Corfu.  But  we  w'cre  not 
ignorant  of  the  danger,  which  veflels  run  of  ftrik- 
ing  the  bottom  in  fhallows,  when  the  fea  has  been 
agitated  by  a tempeft  ; and  we  began  to  refledt  on 
the  deftrudtion  which  would  enfue,  were  our  flight 
bark  to  fit  upon  the  anchor  we  were  about  to 
throw  our.  This  difficulty  was  much  reriioved  by 
our  founding  at  day-break,  and  finding,  to  our 
great  joy,  there  were  five  fathoms  and  a half  ahead. 
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We  had  now  lefs  to  apprehend  at  low  water  j but, 
to  add  to  our  fecurity,  we  came  to  the  arduous  re- 
folution  of  veering  away  the  beft  bower,  while  wc 
call  the  other  anchor.  Apparent  necelTity  diflated 
this  ftep ; but  I will  not  aflert  in  the  beft  health, 
that  four  perfons,  to  -whom  the  work  was  new, 
would  have  prefumed  on  the  undertaking  on  ano- 
ther occafion.  To  have  performed  it  in  our  en- 
feebled ftate,  I fliould  much  lefs  engage  for. 

The  devaftation  upon  deck  can  be  eafier  con- 
ceived, than  forcibly  deferibed.  By  a manoeuvre 
during  the  night,  the  fore-yard  had  been  brought 
fore  and  aft ; and  thougli  the  fail  could  not  be 
lowered,  our  aftive  companion  had  contrived,  by 
climbing  the  maft,  with  a knife  to  rip  it  in  many 
places,  fo  that  the  wind  had  no  other  effeft  on  it, 
but  to  rend  it  to  pieces.  In  'this  tattered  condi- 
tion we  found  it,  but  not  a veftige  of  the  jib  to  be 
feen.  The  bowfprit  was  carried  away  •,  and  no 
ftronger  inftance  need  be  given  of  the  force  of  the 
gale,  than  the  lofs  of  the  prow,  which  projedls  in 
a trabaculo,  like  the  head  of  a galley,  and  had 
been  beat  to  pieces  in  the  night.  Both  the  bow- 
fprit  and  prow  were  entangled  with  the  cable,  from 
which  alarming  fituation  they  were  removed  by 
our  exertions,  and  fell  to  leeward,  where  they  could 
do  no  injury,  though  ftill  fufpended  by  a Jlay. 
As  we  could  not  find  an  hatchet  to  rid  us  of  this 
incumbrance,  our  perplexity  would  have  been  great, 
had  either  of  the  mafts  gone  by  the  board — a cir- 
Cumftance  not  unexpefted,  from  the  ftacknefs  of 

the 


SUPPLEMENT.  171 

the  Jlays-,  and  the  rolling  of  the  veffel.  To  heighten 
our  diftrefs  we  now  difcovered,  that  the  punnp  was 
not  fitted  up  ; nor  could  we  after  a long  fearch, 
meet  with  the  plummet  to  found  the  well.  As  we 
could  not  have  obviated  the  danger  from  the  want 
of  the  pump,  and  even  of  buckets,  which  the  crew 
had  carried  away  in  the  boat,  it  was,  perhaps,  an 
inflance  of  good  fortune,  that  we  had  not  the 
means  to  inform  ourfelves  of  the  quantity  of  water 
in  the  hold.  We  could  not  but  fufpeil  that  the 
vefiel  from  her  inceflant  working,  had  made  wa- 
ter, but  while  it  was  only  a fulpicion,  our  difafiier 
wanted  an  horrible  aggravation  to  it.  We  had 
fcarcely  taken  a furvey  of  things,  fatisfied  ourfelves 
of  the  goodnefs  of  our  cable — whofe  appearance  of 
having  chafed  had  not  a little  difturbed  us — and 
made  out  fome  more  towns  with  the  glafs,  when 
the  gale  recommenced,  if  I may  ufe  the  expreflion 
in  fo  tempeftuous  a period,  and  raged  to  a degree, 
that  furpafied  what  we  had  before  experienced,  and 
feem.ed  to  preclude  every  chance  of  its  fudden  cef- 
fation.  The  generality  of  gales  feldom  continue 
beyond  twenty-four  hours,  and  we  fhould  have 
been  fanguine  enough,  to  have  counted  on  this  du- 
ration of  that  which  aflailed  us,  had  not  my  com- 
panions been  afcertained  by  experience,  that  a Le- 
vanter (or  eaft  wind)  may  laft  for  five  days  in  the 
Mediterranean  ! We  could  be  of  no  fervice  on 
deck  at  fuch  a moment,  and  retired  to  our  cabin, 
to  t)reak  our  faft  on  humble  fare,  and  to  confult  on 
what  further  could  be  done  for  our  prefervation. 
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Unconverfant  with  the  bufinefs  which  ens:a2:cd 
us,  we  became  mariners  from  neceflity.  Reafon 
prompted,  and  inclination  enabled  us,  to  purfue  fuch 
meafures  as  our  fituation  required.  It  will  by  this 
time  be  evident  to  the  reader,  that  little  rifk  would 
have  exifted,  had  we  been  feconded  by  the  Ikill  and 
force  of  our  fugitive  crew.  Their  cowardice  and 
barbarity  called  forth  the  latent  powers,  which  lurk 
in  every  informed  mind  j and,  if  our  exertions  ap- 
pear in  a better  light,  they  are  probably  fet  off,  by 
the  darknefs  and  depravity  of  the  Sclavonians. 

While  we  took  fome  refrefhrhent  below,  the  tem- 
peft  raged  with  uncommon  violence,  and  made 
every  thing  flrain  upon  deck  to  a fearful  degree. 
The  profpeft  of  being  relieved  by  a boat  from  the 
land,  was  now  overcaft  ; and  we  defpaired,  in  fuch 
weather,  of  being  approached  by  the  palTage-boats, 
that  ply  between  Venice  and  Triefte : for  at  inter- 
vals there  was  fo  thick  a haze,  that  the  land  was 
wholly  concealed  j and  a veffel  might  have  paffed, 
without  difcovering  our  diftrefs.  Not  to  be  want- 
ing in  the  lead  to  our  deliverance,  we  determined 
to  attrafl  the  notice  of  fuch,  as  might  be  the  acci- 
dental fpedtators  of  our  fituation.  The  remnants 
of  the  fore-fail  were  ftill  fhivering  in  the  wind,  and 
forcibly  indicated  all  we  wifhed  to  convey.  But 
an  enfign  of  St.  Mark,  placed  over  one  of  the  beds, 
luckily  exciting  obfervation,  we  rightly  concluded 
it  would  the  better  enforce  affiftance  from  the  Ve- 
netian fubjedts  : it  was  immediately  hoifted  hhlf- 
juaft  high,  and  flew  the  ufual  fignal  of  diftrefs. 
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As  our  expe(5latIons  from  this  meafure  were  but 
[lender  and  remote,  we  began  fcrioufly  to  think  of 
conftru(5ting  a raft,  as  our  laft  refource,  fliould  the 
velTel  part,  and  ftrike  upon  the  fands,  which  be- 
trayed themfelves,  by  the  difcolored  water,  not  a 
mile  to  leeward.  The  moft  provoking  fufpence  we 
endured,  was  at  this  period ; when  the  perpetual 
and  intolerable  motion  of  the  trabaculo  withheld 
us  from  executing  the  proje6ls  we  had  planned. 
But  an  heavy  fhower  of  rain  befriending  us,  about 
eleven  o’clock  the  wind  was  fo  much  lulled,  that 
we  once  more  afcended  the  deck  with  our  com- 
bined force,  to  finilh  the  urgent  talk  of  the  anchors. 
Two  of  us  crept  again  into  the  cable-tiers,  to  fend 
up  enough  of  the  new  cable,  to  equal  what  re- 
mained to  be  veered  of  the  bell  lower.  Sudden 
gulls  of  wind  frequently  interrupted  our  work,  and 
it  was  not  until  one  o’clock  that  we  were  pre- 
pared for  throwing  out  the  fecond  anchor,  and 
veering  away  both  cables  at  once.  The  difficulty 
and  danger  of  the  attempt,  joined  to  our  exhaulled 
Hate,  made  us  paufe  a little  ere  we  proceeded. 
Exercife  had  begat  an  appetite,  as  the  employment 
itfelf,  had  ferved  to  rekindle  the  fparks  of  hope, 
which  were  dormant  in  our  bofom  ; and  we  re- 
cruited our  fpirits  with  the  remains  of  a cold  fowl, 
which  was  difcovered  in  our  {lores.  On  this  deli- 
cious morfel  we  banqueted,  and  returned  with  ala- 
crity to  our  unfiniffied  labors. 

The  weather  was  now  clearer  than  ever,  and  we 
could  diflinguiffi  fevcral  velTels  lying  behind  the 
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low  land  on  our  larboard  fide.  We  even  fancied 
that  one  was  under  fail.  Wjhatever  this  might 
prove,  we  laid  hold  of  the  fair  occafion  that  offer- 
ed, and,  not  undexteroufly,  call  the  other  anchor, 
and  properly  fecured  the  cable,  when  the  befl  bower 
was  entirely  run  out.  When  it  is  confidered  how 
much  we  had  this  fcheme  at  heart,  it  will  not  be 
eafy  to  calculate  the  weight,  of  which  our  minds 
were  relieved.  The  veffel  rode  with  two  anchors 
ahead ; and,  if  with  one,  fbe  had  hitherto  refifted 
the  gale,  we  were  not  over  fanguine  when  we  con- 
cluded file  might  now  keep  her  ground,  fhould  we 
be  doomed  to  encounter  another  night  of  trial  like 
the  laft ! The  weather  ftill  looked  wild,  and  the 
day  was  drawing  to  a clofe.  Thefe  appearances 
induced  us  to  add  every  efficacy  in  our  power  to 
the  cables  j and,  gathering  up  the  fcattered  frag- 
ments of  the  fails,  with  the  help  of  oakum,  we  pre- 
fently  Jerved  the  befl  bower.  My  eyes  were  often 
turned  towards  the  low  land,  during  this  manoeuvre  ; 
and  being  flruck  with  the  appearance  of  a fail  in 
motion,  I haftily  caught  up  the  glafs,  and  found 
that  I was  not  deceived.  But  what  tongue  fhall 
exprefs  my  tranfport,  when  I difcovered,  on  a more 
attentive  view,  that  (lie  was  ftanding  diredlly  for 
us  ! — My  friends  were  foon  drawn  towards  me,  on 
my  announcing  the  blifsful  tidings.  The  golden 
trump  of  fame,  the  mufe’s  lyre ! never  greeted  the 
hero  or  thb  lover’s  ear  with  notes  like  thefe.  Yet 
no  extravagance  appeared  in  the  behavior  of  thofe, 
who  had  never  given  way  to  defpair.  A decent 
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joy,  and  a grateful  acknowledgment  to  that  Power, 
who  had  call  an  eye  of  pity  on  our  diftrefs,  were 
the  vifible  effedts  of  this  turn  of  fortune.  But  the 
feelings  of  my  fervant  Richard  broke  out  in  a 
manner,  that  1 {ball  long  remember  to  his  credit. 
Pie  had  neither  been  fo  well  afeertained  of  our 
danger,  nor  of  the  chances  of  our  efcape.  Pie 
feemed  to  awake,  therefore,  as  from  a dream,  and, 
after  being  allured  by  the  glafs  of  the  affiftance 
which  was  at  hand,  he  was  perfedtly  befide  himfelf 
for  a few  minutes,  and  fqueaked  out,  in  a voice 
hardly  audible  “ It  is,  it  is  coming  to  us  : Thank 
God  ! we  lhall  yet  be  faved.”  I would  not  have 
difturbed  his  ecliafy,  had  not  the  velTel  tacked,  and 
ftood  towards  Triefte.  I haftily  fent  him  for  a 
loaded  mufket,  to  recal  their  attention,  v/ere  it  a 
boat  bound  for  that  city.  On  the  firft  difeharge 
fhe  altered  her  courfe  ; and  when  two  more  rounds 
had  been  fired,  had  confiderably  neared  us.  We 
drew  various  conclufions  from  this  condubl.  Her 
courfe  fuggefled  the  idea  of  her  being  a palTage- 
boat  j though  fhe  might  have  been  obliged  to  tack, 
the  better  to  fetch  us,  who  were  fomewhat  to  wind- 
ward j and  her  coming  from  the  low  land,  to  which 
our  crew  had  made,  excited  a fufpicion  of  their  be- 
ing aboard.  So  hateful  did  their  defertion  appear 
to  our  cooler  reflexions,  that  we  fometimes  wifhed 
it  might  not  be  the  cafe.  We  placed  more  depen- 
dance  on  the  humanity ' of  ftrangers  ; and  would, 
readily,  have  foregone  the  fight  and  knowledge  of 
fuch  a race.  We  even  began  to  doubt  the  honefty 
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of  their  intentions,  in  retiirning‘to  the  trabaculo  ; 
and,  from  their  paft  mifeondudt,  gave  them  but 
little  credit  for  their  future  attempts.  No  one  will 
blame  us  for  entertaining  fuch  fentiments.  It  is 
the  curfe  of  villains  to  raife  diftruft,  even  in  the 
performance  of  the  good  aftions,  which  their  inte- 
reft  may  prompt  them  to  commit. 

We  had  but  juft  time  to  agree  on  the  reception 
we  ftiould  eventually  give  them,  when  the  boat  ran 
under  our  ftern,  and  proved  to  be  manned  with  our 
captain  and  crew  ! Our  mortification  was,  however, 
leflened  when  we  found,  there  were  two  filhermen 
aboard,  who  owned  the  boat.  Their  prefence  was 
a fecurity  for  the  good  demeanor  of  the  crew ; and 
we  threw  out  a rope,  by  which  they  drew  up  to  lee- 
ward. The  firft  mariner  who  afeended  the  veflel’s 
fide,  was  at  a lofs  how  to  behave ; but  the  hearty 
welcome  he  received,  encouraged  the  reft  to  de- 
monftrate  their  furprize,  at  finding  us  alive.  The 
captain  appeared  more  rejoiced  than  the  others,  at 
this  meeting ; but  his  embarrafiTment  was  at  the 
fame  time  greater,  as  the  frequent  change  of  his 
countenance,  at  the  recolledion,  perhaps,  of  what 
had  happened,  fufficiently  denoted.  He  related  in 
a few  words,  what  had  befallen  them  after  our  fepa- 
ration,  which  (as  he  declared)  the  breaking  of  the 
rope  had  occafioned  : that  the  boat  had  been  over- 
fet  in  the  furf,  on  the  low  land  to  leeward ; and 
that  they  had,  with  no  fmall  difficulty,  gqt  afhore ; 
that,  bewildered  and  fatigued,  they  had  luckily 
reached  a folitary  houfe,  where  they  had  paffed  the 
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nightj  and  hired  a boat  to  carry  us  and  our  bag- 
gage there  : that  they  had  made  two  fruitlefs  at- 
tempts to  come  out  to  us  in  the  morning,  and, 
through  his  own  perfeverance  alone,  the  boat  had 
Aow  fulfilled  his  intentions. 

It  was  not  for  us  to  difpute  the  truth  of  his  ftory 
or  declarations,  at  fuch  a moment  as  this.  We  af- 
fefled,  therefore,  to  give  him  full  credit  for  the 
paft,  and  we  were  fincere,  when  we  acknowledged 
the  merit  of  his  prefent  enterprize  in  our  behalf. 
While  we  were  bufy  in  diredting  the  removal  of 
our  baggage,  w'e  obferved  the  mariners  were  exa- 
mining with  aftonifliment,  the  meafures  which  had 
been  taken  in  their  abfence,  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  veflel.  Tliey  could  fcarcely  perfuade  them- 
felves,  that  the  other  anchor  was  down  j and  fur- 
veyed  with  attention,  the  management  of  the  bed 
bower-cable.  Had  they  been  endued  with  the 
common  feelings  of  men,  their  fliame  muft  have 
been  great,  at  this  filent  reproof  of  their  cowardice  j 
but  fo  deftitute  had  they  approved  themfclves  of 
this  fentiment,  it  would  be  inconfident  to  fuppofe, 
that  the  retrofpedl  afforded  them  any  pain.  The  ra- 
vage amongd  the  rigging  was  what  more  immedi- 
ately concerned  them,  and  what  they  lamented  in 
vociferous  terms.  In  lefs  than  an  hour,  what  with 
the  mariners  effecfls  and  ours,  the  boat  was  fo  much 
brought  down  in  the  water,  that  the  fifhermen  in- 
fifted  on  our  going.  Many  of  our  articles,  exclu- 
five  of  our  lea-flock,  were  flill  aboard  ^ but  our 
impatience  to  be  afliore,  and  the  lofs  of  day-light, 
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made  us  fecond  their  defire.  It  will  hardly  be  cre- 
dited— if  their  concern  for  her  fafety  can  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  real— that  not  -a  mariner  remained 
aboard  on  this  occafion ; fo  that  the  veffel,  with 
four  feet  water,  which  they  had  difcovered  by  found- 
ing her  fhallow  hold,  was  a fecond  time  abandoned 
by  her  commander  and  crew,  to  the  fury  of  the 
waves  ! 

Our  boat  flood  for  the  low  land,  from  whence  it 
came  but  what  with  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
and  the  want  of  fufficient  water,  when  we  entered 
the  canals  that  interfefl  the  fliore,  it  was  eight 
o'clock  at  night  before  we  landed.  The  houfe  v:e 
were  carried  to,  flood  on  an  ifland,  and  was  the 
haunt  of  the  mariners,  who  fubfift  by  fifliing  on 
this  coafl,  for  the  markets  of  Venice  and  Triefte. 
It  was  now  occupied  by  a gang  of  thofe  ill-look- 
ing Sclavonians,  whofe  barks  were  moored  in  view. 
We  fared,  neverthelefs,  much  better  at  this  inn, 
than  we  expedled ; and,  with  the  affiflance  of  a 
good  fire,  and  fupper,  prepared  ourfelves  for  a 
better  night’s  reft  than  the  laft.  The  woman  of 
the  houfe  was  remarkably  civil  and  humane,  for 
one  in  her  fituation  j and  from  her  we  learnt  the 
real  fentiments  of  the  crew  refpedling  us.  On 
their  arrival  at  the  houfe  the  preceding  night,  they 
declared  the  forlorn  condition  in  which  the  paf- 
fengers  had  been  left,  by  their  obftinate  refufal  to 
enter  the  boat ; and  the  captain,  in  particular,,  re- 
peated the  impoflibility  of  our  ever  vifiting  the  re- 
' turning  light.  In  this  opinion  they  all  concurred  ; 
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and  our  deftiny  had  been  confidered  as  inevitable, 
by  the  whole  company  at  the  inn.  The  joy  of  the 
good  hoftefs,  therefore,  was  excelTive,  at  our  provi- 
dential delivery  ; and,  with  the  fuperftition  natural 
to  her  age  and  education,  flie  refpedted  us  as  lucky 
men.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mailers  of  the  fifh- 
ing-boats,  and  particularly,  a man  who  had  been 
call  away  in  this  very  ftorm,  whifpered  among 
themfelves,  that  we  had  been  preferved  merely  by 
our  llcill  ■,  and  whatever  we  might  fay  to  the  con- 
trary, every  Englilhman  was  born  a failor.  Whe- 
ther our  infular  fituation,  or  the  reputation  of  our 
navy  has  given  birth  to  this  idea,  I mull  leave  to 
our  patriots  to  determine. 

From  our  hollefs  we  learnt  a fa6l,  more  material 
to  ourfelves.  We  had  little  reafon  to  expe6l  kind 
offices  from  our  late  crew ; but  ffie  went  further, 
and  fuggelled  her  fears,  that  they  did  not  mean  us 
well ! An  hint  from  fuch  a quarter,  and  the  com- 
pany which  was  in  the  houfe,  could  not  fail  of 
putting  us  on  our  guard.  We  fecured  the  doors  of 
our  apartment  accordingly,  and  let  the  woman 
know,  we  were  well  provided  with  powder  and 
ball,  in  cafe  of  foul  play.  At  another  feafon  our 
repofe  might  have  been  dillurbed  by  fuch  an  inti- 
mation ; but  we  were  fo  ripe  for  the  reception  of 
the  foothing  dews  of  deep,  that  we  quickly  loll  all 
remembrance  of  mortal  anxieties  ; and  were  fo  for- 
tunate, as  to  efcape  any  didurbance  from  the  con- 
fpiracy,  that  might  have  been  agitated  againll  us. 
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We  arofe  betimes  on  Friday  the  17  th  of  No- 
vember, and  while  we  breakfafted,  were  devifmg 
the  bell  means  for  our  return  to  Venice.  The 
ifland  we  were  upon,  is  lefs  than  a league  from  the 
town  of  Tiffano,  which  is  about  fixty  miles  weft 
from  that  city.  About  eight  miles  to  the  N.  E, 
lies  the  town  of  Marono,  in  the  province  of  Friuli, 
built  near  the  ruins  of  the  antient  Aquilea,  and  go- 
verned by  a Venetian  nobleman.  To  this  place 
the  fifliermen  who  brought  us  alliore,  advifed  us 
to  go ; as  w'e  Ihould  there  find  carriages  to  con- 
vey us  by  land.  After  our  late  adventure  at  fea, 
this  fcheme  was  very  agreeable  to  us  j and  we  were 
on  the  point  of  engaging  in  it,  though  contrary’ 
to  our  captain’s  advice,  when  we  luckily  underftood 
from  our  hoftefs,  that  there  was  only  a chance  of 
procuring  carriages.  The  captain  had  been  re- 
markably liberal  of  his  offers  of  affiftance ; but  al- 
ways made  fome  objedtion  to  the  mode  of  our  con- 
veyance. There  was  fome  defign  concealed  under 
tliis  contradidlion,  that  did  not  efcape  our  obferva- 
tion.  It  was  evident,  that  he  apprehended  a pro - 
fecution  on  our  arrival  at  Venice  ; and  it  required 
no  little  addrefs  on  our  fide,  to  lull  his  fufpicions, 
and  to  betray  an  ignorance  of  their  wicked  de- 
figns.  That  we  accomplifhed  this  end  will  be 
evinced,  from  his  approving  of  our  embarking  on 
a fiihing-boat,  bound  diredl  for  Venice,  after  fre- 
quent conferences  on  the  fubjedl  of  our  difafter, 
and  a variety  of  artful  attempts,  to  dive  into  our 
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Inmofl  fentiments  on  their  behavior,  during  the  tem- 
peft  we  had  encountered.  It  proved,  that  nothing 
could  have  been  more  critical,  than  our  lituation  in 
this  lonefome  place  ; the  people,  who  had  fo  pal- 
pably violated  the  laws  of  humanity  in  our  refpedf, 
had  only  to  pufh  their  villainy  further,  to  fupprefs 
any  evidence  that  they  had  to  fear  in  this  v/orld. 
Criminals  of  this  ftamp,  feldom  think  of  futurity ; 
and  every  thing  confpired  towards  their  execution 
of  any  fcheme  againft  our  lives,  had  they  been  af- 
certained  of  all  the  confequences  of  our  fafe  arrival 
at  Venice. 

Our  want  of  a bill  of  health  was  now  the  only 
obftacle  to  our  departure.  The  fiflhermen  were  de- 
firous  to  carry  us  out  of  our  v/ay  to  Marono,  for 
this  pafTport  ; and  the  captain  and  we,  for  different 
reafons,  to  avoid  it.  Gold,  as  it  generally  does,  at 
length  prevailed ; and  the  fellows  agreed,  to  con- 
vey us  ftrait  to  Venice  for  feven  zechins.  We 
haftened  away,  after  fatisfying  our  good  hoffefs  for 
her  trouble ; and  leaving  the  captain  to  return  to 
the  trabaculo,  if  fuch  was  his  intention,  after  his 
negledt  of  duty  in  regard  to  her.  It  was  about 
noon  when  we  embarked,  and  at  five  P,  M.  the 
crew  ran  the  boat  into  a fine  canal,  which,  we  are 
told,  extends  inland  to  the  lagunas  of  Venice. 
Here  we  got  a difli  of  excellent  fifh,  and  fared 
heartily  on  It.  The  breeze  was  ftill  frefli  from  the 
S.  E.  and  at  feven  o’clock  hoifted  fail,  and  ran 
by  a pleafant,  tl:iough  low  coaft,  until  the  night 
clofed  our  profpedt.  We  paffed  the  L.azaretto  and 
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Ciiftom-houfe,  without  interruption,  under  cover  of 
the  night ; and  between  two  and  three  in  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturday  the  i8th  of  November,  arrived  at 
the  Rialto.  Major  Nicol  immediately  proceeded  to 
the  vice-conful’s  houfe,  which  Hands  in  this  quar- 
ter, to  folicit  his  alTiftance,  in  the  debarkation  and 
conveyance  of  our  luggage  to  our  former  lodgings. 
The  furprize  of  Mr.  Watfon  is  not  to  be  defcribed, 
at  being  diHurbed  at  fuch  an  hour,  by  a perfon  he 
had  accompanied  fome  leagues  to  fea  but  a few 
days  before ; and  this  was  quickly  intermingled 
with  concern  for  my  fafety,  when  he  perceived  my 
boat-cloak  on^  the  Major,  which  he  had  wrapped 
round  him  to  protect  himfelf  from  the  cold.  An 
explanation  however  foon  took  place  ; and  he  was 
as  fenfible  as  ourfelves,  of  the  happy  and  unex- 
pefted  turn,  which  fo  formidable  an  adventure  had 
taken.  He  kindly  accompanied  our  friend,  and 
while  they  fliifted  our  effefts  into  a fmaller  boat, 
Mr.  Smyth  and  I went  on  before  them,  to  our  old 
quarters,  on  the  Ponte  Panada^  near  St.  Sophia, 
Our  hoftefs  was  a German  ; but  whether  her  coun- 
try, or  our  unlooked-for  appearance  at  fuch  a fea- 
fon,  was  the  caufe  of  her  fuperftition,  I will  not  pre- 
tend to  fay ; but  the  old  woman  was  ten  times  more 
difficult  of  belief  than  Mr.  Watfon,  in  refpedt  to 
our  identity.  She  croffed  herfelf  repeatedly,  and 
uttered  a dozen  Caro  ChriJloSi  as  foon  as  our  loud 
knocks  and  fummons  had  brought  her  to  the  win- 
dow : nor  could  fhe  be  perfuaded  to  let  us  in,  un- 
til Ihe  had  opened  tlie  faffi,  and  convinced  herfelf, 

by 


f 


S U P P L E M E N T.  iSj 

I 

by  a token  fhe  demanded,  that  we  were  not  the 
gholb  of  her  lodgers  1 We  began  not  to  relifh  the 
jell:,  which  had  at  firft  fo  entertained  us,  \vhen  our 
hoftefs  defcended,  and  relieved  us  from  a cold  fta- 
I tion  on  a bridge  before  her  door.  She  amply 
made  up,  however,  for  her  former  fufpicions,  by 

I the  cordial  reception  Ihe  gave  us  ; and  would  not 
permit  us  to  go  to  bed,  before  we  had  taken  fome 
refrefliment,  which  flie  alTifted  her  fervants  to  pre- 
pare for  US- 

I have  already  been  too  particular  in  this  narra- 
tive, to  extend  it  by  an  unneceffary  detail,  of  what 
lollowed  our  fingular  adventure  in  the  trabaculo. 
It  will  be  enough  to  fay,  that  the  affair  made  fuch 
a noife,  and  was  fo  rapidly  circulated  through  fuch 
a compadt  city  as  Venice,  that  our  danger  and  de- 
liverance became  the  common  topic  of  converfa- 
tion.  The  Venetians,  at  bottom,  are  a good-na- 
tured people  ; and  from  inclination  as  well  as  in- 
terefl,  well-affedled  to  the  Englifh.  It  is  not  fur- 
prizing,  therefore,  that  our  caufe  was  efpoufed  with 
fome  warmth,  by  the  leading  men,  wjio  encouraged 
us  to  expect  every  redrefs  at  the  hands  of  govern- 
ment. The  neceffity  of  a public  complaint  had 
been  already  fuggefted  by  our  conful,  as  the  fpee- 
dieft  method  of  recovering  our  freight-money,  &c, 
from  the  owners  of  the  trabaculo.  In  truth,  had 
no  other  confideration  been  in  queftion,  than  the 
rights  of  humanity  and  the  fafety  of  ftrangers  in 
thefe  feas,  it  would  have  been  lufHcient  ground  for 
fuch  a refolution.  A memorial  was  accordingly 
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drawn  up  by  us,  and  prefented  to  the  fenate  by 
the  Britifh  refident,  Mr.  Strange  ; ftating  the  plain 
fadls,  and  demanding  juftice  on  the  authors  of  our 
misfortune.  The  fenate  complied  fo  far  with  the 
prayer,  as  to  iffue  immediate  orders  for  apprehend- 
ing the  delinquents ; but  they  abfconded  on  the 
firll;  notice  of  their  danger  ; and  it  was  not  before 
our  arrival  in  Syria,  that  we  learnt  the  real  fecret  of 
the  motives,  that  produced  our  fhipwreck,  and 
the  punilhment  which  attended  our  perfecutors  *, 
In  juftification  of  Mr.  Strange  and  of  the  fenate, 
I muft  obferve,  that  a republican  fyftem  is  much 
Icfs  favorable,  than  that  of  a monarchy,  for  the  ex- 
ecution of  juftice.  The  delays,  incident  to  its 
complicated  form,  are  fufficient  to  wear  out  the  pa- 
tience of  the  injured  ; and,  as  in  our  cafe,  give  but 
little  room  to  expedl  redrefs  in  the  fequel. 

It  was  our  objedl  to  refume  our  route  with  all 
poftible  expedition  j but  the  conful  found  it  a dif- 
ficult matter,  to  provide  us  with  a veflel,  more 


^ To  prevent  his  fufpence,  and  to  trouble  the  reader  no 
further  on  this  fubjeft,  it  is  beft  to  relate  here,  that  in  th? 
courfe  of  our  journey,  we  received  advice  from  Mr.  Strange, 
of  the  arreft  of  the  captain  and  crew,  who  were  tried  and  con- 
demned to  the  gallies,  for  their  defertion  of  the  vefTel  ; fuffi- 
cient evidence  having  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  there  was  an 
intention  to  lofe  the  bottom,  which  was  over-infured.  The 
owner  is  faid  to  have  abfconded.  I muft  not  omit,  that  Mr, 
Strange  had  the  humanity  to  adopt  our  probable  fentiments  on 
this  occafton  ; and  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  the  delinquents,  as 
foon  as  the  example  of  fo  fevere  a punilhment  had  Efficiently 
operated,  ■ - 
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fuited  by  her  ftrength  and  conveniences,  tlian  the 
fmall  trabaculo  we  had  left,  for  the  feafon  we  were 
to  encounter.  At  length  he  agreed  with  the  owner 
of  a iiew  fliip,  which  would  be  ready  in  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  to  carry  us  diredt  to  Latichca 
on  the  coaft  of  Syria.  The  difafter  v/e  had  experi- 
enced, had  intimidated  the  proprietors  of  veflels 
from  indulging  our  impatience  5 or  from  tempting 
the  gulf,  uiuil  the  fufpicious  atmofphere  was  fome- 
what  fettled.  The  event  pronounced  their  diE 
cernment ; and  during  a feries  of  tempeftuous 
weather,  we  amufed  ourfelves,  in  becoming  mailers 
of  the  novel  and  inexhauftible  beauties  of  this  infu- 
lar  city.  It  would  be  fuperfluous  in  me  to  com- 
mence the  encomiaft  of  her  defert,  fince  fo  many- 
more  able  advocates  have  ranged  themfelves  be- 
neath her  banners.  Much  lefs  would  it  become 
me,  on  fo  fhorc  an  acquaintance,  to  fatirife  the  de- 
feats, which  feem  to  degrade  her  celebrated  condi- 
tution,  and  the  hilarity  of  her  inhabitants.  In  or- 
der to  fhew,  that  I was  not  an  idle  obferver  of  her 
peculiarities,  I fnall  content  myfelf  with  Hating  a 
few  circumftances,  which,  I conceive,  to  be  either 
not  repeated  by  others,  or  not  unworthy  of  repe- 
tition. 

The  firft  objefl  that  llrikes  a Hranger  in  his  fur- 
vey  of  Venice,  is  the  architeflure  and  furniture  of 
the  churches,  which  continually  prefent  themfelves 
to  his  eye.  During  our  refidcnce  here,  we  did  not 
leave  a fingle  church  unvifited  ; nor  was  there  one 
cf  them,  which  did  not,  in  fome  particular,  repay 
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our  curiofity.  In  London,  and  amongft  the  cities 
where  the  reformed  religion  prevails,  it  is  enough 
if'thefe  edifices  are  roomy  and  neat.  Some  excep- 
tions, indeed,  are  to  be  made  to  the  architedlure 
of  the  more  modern  churches.  But  in  Venice  they 
excel  all  other  palaces  j and  approach  nearer  to  the 
general  ideas  of  the  habitation  of  the  Almighty  1 
I muft  confefs  myfelf  one  of  thofe,  who  hold  the 
fimplicity  of  the  reformed  worfhip,  as  not  equally 
conducive  to  imprefs  proper  fentiments  of  religion 
on  the  lower  clafs.  If  human  fovereigns  are  to  be 
ferved  in  ftate,  why  fhould  we  prefume  to  ufe  lefs 
ceremony  with  the  King  of  Kings  ? I was  ftruck 
with  this  reflexion,  on  entering  the  church  of  the 
Jefuits,  where  every 'thing  confpired  to  remind  me 
I was  in  no  common  prefence.  The  grandeur  of 
the  ftrudlure,  the  beauty  and  elegance  of  the  many 
capital  pidlurcs,  ftatues,  and  marbles  that  line  the 
walls  ; the  fplendor  of  the  roof,  which  glitters  with 
gold  and  mofaic  work  ; and  the  folemnity  of  the 
mufic,  had  a mechanical  effedt  on  my  mind,  and 
evinced  the  facility  of  raifing  devotion,  by  this  ap- 
peal to  the  fenfes.  Why  we  fliould  admit  altar- 
pieces,  and  rejedt  the  inftrudlive  morals  of  the  pen- 
cil in  other  parts  of  the  building  ; why  the  Seajoiis 
and  JSoah's  Ark — which  are  the  chef -d' oeuvres  of  Ja- 
chimo  Baffano,  and  ferve  to  diftinguifh  the  church 
of  S.  Madona  Maggiori — fhould  be  held  as  a pro- 
fanation of  our  fandtuaries,  can  only  be  explained 
by  the  extremes,  which  reformation  is  apt  to  pro- 
duce in  church  or  ftate.  To  what  other  caufe  can 
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be  placed,  the  rejedtion  of  the  offers  of  the  firfl  ar- 
tifts  of  the  age,  to  adorn  the  firfl;  Chriftian  temple 
of  the  reformed  religion,  with  fpecimens  of  their 
genius ; which  might  have  handed  down  the  rival 
names  of  a Reynolds,  Well,  and  Romney,  with  that 
of  the  gi-eat  architedf.  Sir  Chrillopher  Wren! 
Whoever  has  had  it  in  his  power,  to  compare  the 
naked  walls  of  St.  Paul’s,  with  the  animated  fur- 
niture of  the  Italian  churches,  will  wifh,  with  me, 
that  this  anecdote  was  without  foundation. 

To  the  lovers  of  mufic  there  are  places  of  refort 
in  Venice,  v/here  their  ears  may  be  feafted  with  the 
fublinaefl:  compofitions,  without  trouble  or  expence. 
There  are  two  feminai'ies  for  the  education  of  fe- 
males in  the  mufical  line,  whofe  churches  are  re- 
markably crouded  on  feftivals,  between  the  hours 
of  four  and  fix  in  the  afternoon.  We  were  fre- 
quently entertained  very  agreeably  at  the  Mendi- 

I 

canti  and  SfedalettOj  where  thefe  female  performers 
are  flcreened  by  lattices  from  public  obfervation. 
The  name  of  an  Englifhman  is  a letter  ol  recom- 
mendation to  him  in  this  country,  while  he  de- 
means himlelf  with  propriety  ; and  through  the 
polltenefs  of  a nobleman,  one  of  the  governors,  we 
obtained  accefs  to  the  apartment  of  the  Sfedaletto. 
By  his  intervention,  not  only  a particular  piece  of 
mufic  was  performed  for  us  in  the  church,  but  a 
concert  was  prepared  in  a room  appropriated  to 
that  life,  for  our  entertainment.  We  failed  not  to 
attend  at  the  appointed  time ; and  were,  perhaps, 
not  lefs  pleafed  with  the  novelty,  than  with  the 
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merit  of  the  performance.  The  harpfichord  was 
played  by  the  mufic-mafter,  but  the  reft  of  the 
band,  not  excepting  the  bafe,  was  compofed  of  fe- 
males. A remarkable  fine  girl  played  the  violin- 
cello,  and  excelled,  as  did  the  reft,  in  a great  de- 
gree. Several  ferious  and  comic  airs  were  fung  by 
the  voices,  that  had  before  delighted  us  in  the 
church.  Thefe  ladies  were  the  fcholars  of  the  cele- 
brated Sachini ; who  levies  fuch  contributions  in 
foreign  countries  by  his  talents,  but  minifters,  gra- 
tis, to  the  amufement  of  his  own.  A deeper- 
toned  voice  than  any  man’s  I ever  heard,  was  pof- 
fefled  by  one  of  his  fcholars ; who  was  Ihortly  to 
be  married,  as  the  inftitution  allows,  to  the  mufic- 
mafter  before-mentioned.  We  were  at  firft  afto- 
nilhed  at  the  appearance,  which  thefe  children  of 
the  public  maintained ; but  could  reconcile  it  to 
Gurfelves  when  we  underftood,  that  moft  of  thefe 
females  had  a purfe-bearer,  under  the  gentle  ap- 
pellation of  a 'prote^eur.  As  they  are  feldom,  how- 
ever, allowed  to  go  out  of  their  convent,  and  their 
proteSieiirs  vifit  them  openly  at  certain  hours,  it 
does  not  appear  that  their  reputations  are  endan- 
gered by  this  connexion  j particularly,  as  it  is  not 
faid  to  prevent  their  obtaining  eftablifhments  in 
life,  as  the  lady  I fpoke  of  is  about  to  do. 

Of  the  public  edifices  the  moft  calculated  to 
ftrike  the  eye  of  tafte,  I conceive  the  library  to 
be  the  foremoft.  Its  airy  fituation  in  St.  Mark’s 
l^Iace,  affords  the  fpecftator  a full  view  of  the  exter- 
nal proportions  of  this  elegant  pile ; but  the  mag- 
nitude 
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! nicude  and  fymmetry  of  its  principal  apartment  is 
> overlooked  amid  the  profuhon  of  antiquities,  which 
j are  depofited  on  every  fide,  and  the  pidtures  of 
I Tintoret  and  the  firft  mailers,  which  hide  the  ceiling 
; and  pannels  of  the  walls.  As  one  adv^ances,  the 
imagination  is  carried  back  to  the  times,  which 
have  delighted  the  romantic  bofom  of  youth.  Elere, 
the  majellic  countenance  of  a Julius  awes  the  be- 
holder. There,  the  agonifed  features  of  a Cleopatra, 
ftill  beautiful  in  dillrefs,  at  once  move  compalTioa 
and  admiration  for  the  dignity  of  mind,  which 
feems  to  triumph  over  the  malice  of  her  fate.  On. 
this  fide,  the  venerable  Belifarius  difplays  the  ho- 
neft  front  of  a foldier  ■,  who,  in  fpite  of  his  wrongs,  is 
forward  to  draw  his  conquering  fword  in  his  country’s 
caufe.  On  that,  an  Adrian  and  Caligula,  an  Auguf- 
tus  and  Domitian,  excite  reflexions  of  a moral  call ; 
and  teach  us,  how  falutary  or  pernicious,  liow  ad- 
mired or  defpifed,  may  prove  the  power  and  repu- 
tation of  kings ! Two  antique  altars,  ciiarged  with 
^aj/b  relievo^  and  two  Sacrifices  in  the  fame  Ilile, 
are  well  worthy  of  obfervation.  But  what  pen 
fhall  attempt,  what,  perhaps,  no  pencil  could  copy, 
the  defcription  of  a fmall  group  on  the  pedellal  of 
one  of  the  Ilatues  ! The  fubjedl  is  the  chake  em- 
brace of  two  rural  lovers.  There  is  fuch  cafe  in 
the  attitudes,  fuch  grace  in  the  figures  of  this  pair, 
who  appear  to  fpeak  the  paflion  which  animates 
their  brealls,  that,  were  it  not  prophane,  what  Mil- 
ton  fays  of  the  yet  unrivalled  beauty  of  the  firfl: 

pair. 
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pair,  frefh  from  the  hand  of  the  Almighty,  might 
be  applied  to  die  efforts  of  the  unknown  fculptor, 

Adam  ! the  goodliejl  man  of  men  ftnce  horn 

His  fonsy  the  fair  eft  of  her  daughters  ^ Eve  /” 

A Jupiter  and  Leda  in  Parian  marble,  .and  a 
Ganymede  in  the  talons  of  the  bird  of  Jove,  are 
what  moft  merit  notice,  in  the  refidue  of  this  col- 
iedtion.  There  is  a valuable  affortment  of  Greek 
and  Latin  manufcripts,  and  fome  oriental  volumes 
of  great  beauty  and  value,  which  are  eafy  of  accefs 
to  the  curious  foreigner. 

We  were  prefent  one  night  at  the  reprefentation 
of  a new  opera,  and  could  not  but  acknowledge, 
that  we  had  never  received  fo  much  pleafure  at  a 
diverfion  of  this  kind.  The  Venetians,  who  poffefs 
as  little  true  liberty,  as  the  fubjedts  of  other  repub- 
lics, are  yet  mailers  of  their  amufements  j and  carry 
their  authority  in  the  theatres,  even  with  an  higher 
hand,  than  an  Englifh  audience.  Lovers  of  no- 
velty, as  v/ell  as  proficients  in  mufic,  an  opera  mull 
not  only  be  original,  but  not  an  air  of  it  have  been 
rehcarfed  in  public  before.  A failure  of  this  rule 
would  enfure  the  condemnation  of  the  piece ; and 
neither  pity  for  the  author,  nor  partiality  for  a 
finger,  would  operate,  as  it  does  fometimes  in  Lon- 
don, to  admit  of  its  being  played  throughout.  T he 
opera  lafled  from  feven  at  night  until  one  in  the 
morning  \ and,  in  fpite  of  the  fine  mufic  and  danc- 
ing. 
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ing,  became  tedious  ; an  inconvenience,  that  at- 
tends the  firfb  reprefentation  of  a piece,  where  the 
audience  infift  on  a repetition  of  every  air,  that  hits 
the  tafte  of  any  individual  fo  that  we  had  the  opera 
twice  over  for  our  money. 

We  were  at  Venice  at  the  feafon  previous  to  the 
Carnival,  when  the  fexes  appear  to  have  made  a 
formal  exchange  in  their  drefs.  With  fide  curls 
and  a cocked  hat  on  their  heads,  it  is  not  eafy  at 
firfi;  fight,  to  diftinguifh  the  females  ; efpecially,  as 
their  malks  and  cloaks  contribute  to  preferve  the 
deception.  Nor  are  the  men  content  to  paint  their 
faces  ; but  intrude  ftili  further  on  the  privilege  of 
female  ornaments,  by  annexing  pendants  to  their 
ears  ! The  Venetian  ladies,  are  faid,  to  have  better 
complexions  than  the  other  Italians ; but  the  prin- 
cipal beauty  they  pofiefs,  in  common  with  the 
Greeks  and  Afiatics,  confifts  of  a pair  of  black 
fparkling  eyes.  Another  freedom  which  the  ladies 
enjoy,  is  of  as  fingular  a kind.  They  frequent  the 
cofFee-houfes,  in  their  way  to  the  theatre  with  the 
men  j and  as  no  news  is  talked  of,  nor,  indeed, 
any  gazettes  are  to  be  found  in  places,  where  the 
republic  have  continual  fpies,  love  and  gallantry 
fupply  their  room,  and  thefe  meetings  often  give 
rife  to,  or  finifh  fomc  intrigue.  The  cuftoms  of 
Venice  have  given  the  women  a certain  knowledge 
and  afiurance,  that  are  unknown  in  other  coun- 
tries ; and  the  men  talk  as  freely  on  all  topics  be- 
fore married  women,  as  if  they  were  not  prefent; 
or  nightly  excufc  themfelves  by  obferving,  that  the 
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ladies  arc  married,  and  as  wife  as  tlremfelves  ! By 
this  total  want  of  decency  their  minds  become  de- 
praved ; arid  it  is  no  wonder,  that  they  fometimes 
have  recoLirfe  to  the  libertine  privileges,  which  are 
allowed  them,  and  which  but  ill  fupply  the  lofs  of  ' 
innocent  and  virtuous  pleafures. 

Not  that  the  coffee-houfes  do  not  afford  recrea- 
tions, more  harmlefs  and  rational,  than  gallantry 
or  politics.  Of  all  things  in  nature  I fhould  have 
the  Lift  fufpedled,  that  this  gay  people  had  a paf- 
fion  for  chefs.  And  yet,  there  is  a cofFee-houfe 
near  St.  Mark’s  Place,  which  is  dedicated  to  that 
game.  Here  all  the  chefs-players  are  feen  nightly 
to  refort ; and  here  was  I often  attracted,  by  the 
interefting  contefts  before  my  eyes,  to  outftay  an 
engagement  at  the  theatre  or  cafino. 

Among  the  fmgularities,  which  either  arife  from, 
or  are  rendered  fuch  by,  the  fituation  of  Venice, 
the  want  of  carriages  and  horfes,  and  the  abun- 
dance of  frefh  water,  cannot  but  prefs  forcibly  on 
the  curiofity  of  the  traveller.  The  narrownefs  of 
the  flreets,  or  rather  alleys,  which  preferve  the 
land  communication  of  the  city,  preclude  the  ufe 
of  the  former ; and  to  the  induftry  of  the  inhabi- 
tants it  is  owing,  that  no  inland  place  can  boaft  of 
better  water.  From  its  fituation  and  diftance  from 
the  continent,  I had  entertained  a notion,  that  there 
was  a fcarcity  of  this  article  in  Venice.  But  we 
were  foon  undeceived  in  this  particular  by  our 
landlady,  who  carried  us  to  a refervoir  on  her 
ground  door,  fuHicient  for  her  ufe.  This  was  a 
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well,  which  is  to  be  found  in  every  private  houfe, 
and  on  the  outfide  of  every  church.  I'hefe  wells 
are  funk  to  a good  depth,  and  lined  with  (lone 
and  mortar,  as  high  as  fea-water  mark.  A bed  ot 
fand  is  laid  at  bottom,  and  for  fome  feet  round  the 
top — where  apertures  are  made  for  the  admifTion 
of  rain-water — there  is  a layer  of  fand  rammed 
down.  To  this  receptacle  every  drop  of  rain  that 
falls,  is  contrived  to  be  conduced  by  leaden  pipes, 
that  communicate  v/lth  the  roof ; and  is  purified 
by  the  fand  iri  its  pafiage  to  the  well  ; fo  that  the 
daily  expenditure  is  quickly  repleniflaed  j and  in 
cafe  of  a drought,  the  public  refervoirs  are  opened 
by  the  fenate  for  the  public  ufe.  Not  to  fpeak 
of  the  extreme  ingenuity  of  this  contrivance,  I 
will  be  bold  to  fay,  that  this  water  is  as  well  tafted 
and  cold,  as  any  fprlng-water  can  be.  Indeed, 
the  general  fobriety  of  the  Venetians,  which  ren- 
ders good  water  fo  valuable  to  them,  may  be  in- 
ferred, from  the  peculiar  conftruflion  of  their 
quays  and  common  bridges,  which  have  no  bal- 
luftrades  for  the  feCurity  of  the  paiTenger.  \V ould 
a day  pafs  in  London  or  Dublin,  without  fome-  ca- 
fualty,  were  there  no  better  proteftion  for  drunk- 
ards ? Or,  would  not  whole  ihoals  good  fellows 
nightly  experience  a w'-atry  death  in  Venice,  in  paf- 
fing  the  unfenced  bridges,  that  every  where  conneft 
the  city,  were  the  inhabitants  equally  attached  to 
the  joys  of  the  bottle  ^ 

Her  infular  fituation  occafions  fome  phenomena 
to  be  obferved,  with  which  I jlhail  ciofc  my  re- 
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marks  on  this  city.  During  our  refidence  here,  the 
influence  of  the  moon  has  twice  appeared  in  dif-  ^ 

' ferent  modes.  At  the  new  moon  the  tide  rofe  fo  j 

high  in  the  canals,  as  to  be  feveral  feet  above  high- 
water  mark.  The  gondolas  could  pafs  over  St,  i 
Mark’s  Place,  and  through  the  alleys  before-men-  ■ 
tioned.  The  inhabitants  dread  nothing  cyn  thefe 
occafions,  from  the  element  with  which  they  are  fo 
familiar,  but  the  fpoiling  of  their  well-water,  which 
would  prove  nearly  an  irreparable  lols.  At  the  full 
moon  on  the  1 1 th  of  December,  the  water,  on  the 

■N,  . 

contrary,  was  lower  than  any  one  could  remember ; 
infomuch,  that  fome  canals  could  not  fvvim  a boat, 
while  others  were  abfolutely  dry.  Thefe  appear- 
'ances  afford  curious  fubjedt  of  fpeculation.  The 
feamen  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  high  water  forebodes 
bad  weather,  and  the  low  water,  good.  As  they 
'happened  to  be  right  in  the  firft  inftance,  we  fliould 
give  them  credit  for  the  latter  onnen  3 and  lucky 
may  it  prove  to  our  voyage. 

On  Tuefday  evening  the  i2th  of  December,  we 
embarked  on  board  the  fliip  Madona  del  Carmina 
Santa  Spiradoron,  Raphael  Vcckerjavick  comman- 
der, a fine  new  vefiel  of  300  tons  burthen,  and 
freighted  by  ns  for  Latichea.  Our  company  were 
the  fame,  that  made  the  unfuccefsfui  attempt  in 
the  trabaculo  j and  our  prefent  conveyance  and 
crew  promiled  a better  ilTue  to  our  refumed  enter- 
prize.  V/ith  a breeze  from  N.  we  ftood  imder  an 
eafy  fail  towards  E.  and  S.  by  E.  and  at  noon  on 
the  13th  faw  the  high  land  of  Iftria  ahead.  At 
7 ‘ funfet 
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Ainfet  we  made  Rovigno,  and  ran  down  the  coaft, 
the  wind  being  flill  favorable,  though  it  had  come 
round  to  N.  E.  The  ifland  of  Ofero,  which  was 
the  Apforus  of  Ptolomy^  and  the  Abfyrtium  of 
Pliny,  appeared  before  us  on  the  morning  of  the 
14th,  and  we  foon  opened  the  gulf  of  the  fam.e 
tiame.  They  lie  between  Iftria  and  Morlachia,  the 
antient  Liburnia,  a province  of  Illyricum.  The 
breeze  flackened,  to  our  great  concern  ; for  on  the 
1 5th  we  only  found  oiirfelves  abreaft  of  ^ola  Longo ; 
the  city  of  Zara  lying  on  the  continent,  behind  the 
ifland.  According  to  Pliny,  this  was  the  antient 
Jadera,  the  metropolis  of  Liburnia.  But  Zara  is 
now  the  capital  of  Dalmatia,  and  the  feat  of  an 
archbifhop.  It  (lands  in  the  latitude  of  44°  N. 
At  noon  we  made  the  ifland  of  Lefina  ; the  fmall 
ifles  of  LifTa  and  St.  Andrea  bearing  weft  of  us. 
The  coaft  of  Dalmatia  feems  to  be  well  wooded  j 
though  it  otherwife  exhibits  but  a barren  appear- 
ance. It  is,  in  fa6l,  the  place,  whence  the  V'ene- 
tians  fupply  themfelves  with  timber  for  fliip-build- 
ing : nor  are  they  in  want  of  the  beft  hemp  for 
cordage,  in  every  part  of  the  dominion,  which  they 
call  Terra-firma  ; a circumftance,  that  may  account 
for  the  magnitude  of  their  navy  in  paft  ages,  when 
they  contended  for,  and  often  poflefled,  the  fove- 
reignty  of  the  Mediterranean. 

We  paffed  the  city  of  Spalato  in  the  night, 
which  is  built  on  a pcninfula,  and  fprung  from  the 
ruins  of  a palace  belonging  to  the  emperor  Diocle- 
fian.  The  cathedral  church  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
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heathen  temple,  and  is  the  feat  of  an  archbifliop  i 
■who  formerly  reflded  at  Salone,  an  ancient  town  in 
ruins  a few  miles  to  the  north.  From  its  ftrong 
fituation  the  Turks  have  been  baffled,  in  rheir  fre- 
quent attempts  to  pofll'fs  thcmfelves  of  Spalato. 
The  morning  of  the  i6th  was  uffleied  in  with  a 
contrary  wind,  and  we  found  we  had  made  but  lit- 
tle way  from  Lefina.  The  captain,  therefore,  kept 
working  off  and  on  the  illand  of  Augufte  during 
the  day  ; in  order  to  get  fo  far  to  windward,  as  to 
enfure  his  paffage  to  the  gulf  of  Catarro,  where  his 
family  refide,  and  where  his  touching  for  a couple 
of  days,  is  agreed  on  in  our  charter-party.  We 
ran  by  the  ifiand  of  Corzola,  and  on  the  17th  the 
iflands  of  x\ugufte  and  Auguftine,  were  to  leeward 
of  us.  But  the  wind  being  ftill  N.  E.  our  com- 
mander fcemed  only  anxious  to  work  into  land,  to 
be  near  a port,  fliould  the  clouds,  which  threatened 
from  the  S.  W.  quarter,  difcharge  thcmfelves  in  a 
ftorm.  Againfl;  fuch  arguments  there  was  no  con- 
tending ; and  from  our  own  experience  of  the  Ve- 
netian mariners  (peace  be  to  the  manes  of  their 
former  renown  !)  we  fhould  have  been  as  loth  as 
themfelves,  to  part  with  the  fflore,  during  a prof- 
peft  of  bad  weather.  Our  whole  defign,  therefore;- 
was  to  work  between  Auguftine  and  Corzola  during 
the  night)  the  cables  were  bent,  and  every  prepa- 
ration made  to  come  to  an  anchor  ; which  was'  aq- 
complifhed  at  noon  on  the  i8th,  when  the  fliip  en* 
tered  a fmall  haven  in  Corzola,  called  Gai  bonne. 
There  are  eleven  fmall  iftands  at  the  entrance  of 
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this  haven  ; and  a miferable  village  on  the  eaft- 
ern  fhore,  v/hence  our  boat  brought  nothing  but 
fiih. 

Corzola,  the  Corcyra  niger  of  Strabo,  lies'  about 
two  leagues  from  the  coafl:  of  Dalmatia,  and  is 
about  twenty  miles  long.  I c has  a town  of  the  fame 
name,  fituated  on  the  north  (liore,  which,  though 
poor,  is  the  fee  of  a bifliop.  This  ifland  was  once 
fubjeft  to  the  little  republic  of  Ragufa,  whofe  terri- 
tories face  its  eaftern  fliore  j but  with  the  other 
illands  in  the  gulf,  is  now  the  property  of  the  Ve- 
rterians.  The  weather  becoming  fc^ually,  and  the 
wind  changing  to  S.  E.  and  E.  S,  K.  we  were  de- 
tained eight  days  in  this  place.  1 need  not  add 
how  much  to  our  mortification  ; confidering  the 
bufinefs  we  were  upon,  and  the  folitary  fituation  of 
our  veflel.  Luckily,  on  the  1 9th  a trabaculo  was 
driven  into  the  fime  nook,  which  had  been  twenty- 
nine  days  from  Cyprus.  She  was  bound  for  Venice, 
and  carried  letters  for  our  friends  when  Ihe  parted 
with  us  on  the  20th.  Though  our  veflel  remained 
wind-bound,  it  was  no  fmall  fitisfablion  to  us,  that 
we  had  taken  fuch  advantage  of  the  breeze,  that 
fped  her  to  the  defired  port. 

To  amufe  ourlelves  during  this  delay,  we  went 
^fliore,  and  afcended  the  high  hill,  which  overlooks 
the  bay  of  Garbonne.  But  Corzola  is  fo  moun- 
tainous, that  our  view  to  the  call  was  interrupted, 
on  our  reaching  the  fummit,  by  an  hill,  ftill  loftier 
than  that  we  had  overcome  ; and  we  were  difap- 
pointed  of  reaping  any  other  benefit,  than  what 
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the  air,  which  was  very  keen,  and  ^he.exercife  af^‘ 
forded  us.  We  encountered  a large  flock  of  fheep 
in  our  walk,  of  the  black  kind  fm^ll,  and  much 
refembling  the  Welch  mutton,  Indeed,  the  fra- 
grant fhrubs,  widi  which  the  hills  are  cloadied, 
render  them  excellent  pafture  for  the  mutton, which 
is  fat  and  well-flavored,  and  very  reafonable.  The 
primitive  lives  of  the  fliepherds  of  Greece,  feeni  to 
continue  here  without  deviation.  The  lad,  who 
looks  after  the  flock,  fits  on  a flone  or  beneath  a 
tree,  and  fings  or  wfliftles,  while  the  fheep  crop  the 
heath  or  Ihrubs  j the  only  verdure  that  the  moun- 
tain affords,  Should  a lamb  idly  ftray,  his  keeper 
fearches  every  creyice  of  the  rocks  to  reclaim  it  j 
and,  like  M^ro’s  Iwai.n,  chides  the  little  run-aw^ay 
for  the  trouble  it  has  given  him,  Op  the  23d  the 
gale  encreafed  from  the  E,  S.  E.  and  continued 
with  great  violence  until  the  25th,  when  it  died 
away,  and  a light  breeze  fprang  up  from  the  N,  W, 
Though  the  change  of  the  moon  iridicated  fome 
flabiiity  to  this  favorable  wind,  it  foop  veered  to  N, 
and  when  we  got  under  way  at  day-break  of  the 
26th,  it  had  come  round  to  E,  N,  E.  with  whick 
we  could  barely  lie  our  coprfe.  The  gale  grew 
brifli  at  noon,  and  the  wind  going  back  to,N.  the 
veffel  {toed  E.  and  E.  by  S.  until  night.  We  had, 
by  this  time,  the  city  of  Ragufa  ahead  \ and  difeo- 
vered  the  lights  in  the  harbor,  as  we  ran  by  it, 
Ragufa  is  the  capital  of  the  fmall  republic  of  that 
pame  ; and  is  built  near  the  fite  of  the  antienc 
fipidaurus.  It  is  a populous,  though  fmall  cky  5 
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ftrong  by  nature,  from  an  inacceflible  mountain  on 
the  land  fide  and  fortified  towards  the  fea,  by  a 
good  caftle.  It  is  the  fee  of  an  archbifliop,  and 
(lands  in  42°  30'  N.  latitude.  The  Ragufan  terri- 
tory is  about  fixty  miles  long,  and  twenty  broad. 
Her  weaknefs  and  infignificancy  induced  the  re- 
public, to  put  herfelf  early,  under  the  protedlion 
of  the  * Turks,  her  moft  powerful  neighbors  ; for 
whom,  as  well  as  for  other  nations,  Iier  veffeis  are 
the  mofl:  approved  carriers  of  commerce  in  the  Le- 
vant. The  republic  boafts  of  antiquity  beyond 
Venice  itfelf ; and,  like  her,  is  governed  by  a doge  j 
though  fo  jealous  are  the  Ragufans  of  their  liberty,  , 
that  he,  and  the  governor  of  the  caftle,  are  changed 
monthly. 

On  Wednefday  the  27th  of  December,  we  found 
ourfelves  at  the  mouth  of  the  gulf  of  Catarro.  A 
light  breeze  from  the  N.  ferved  us  to  tack  up  the 
canal,  which  is  here  about  a mile  broad.  At  nine 
o’clock  we  pafted  the  church  of  Madona  on  the 
fouth  fhore ; which  our  captain,  like  a good  ca- 
tholic, faluted.  We  proceeded,  at  a flow  rate,  un- 
til two  P.  M.  when  we  reached  anchoring  ground, 
and  brought  to,  about  a mfle  S.  E.  of  Caftel 
Nuova.  This  place  is  land-locked  and  fecure, 
except  at  times,  when  the  wind  rufhes  down  from 
the  mountains,  and  with  a momentary  guft,  drives 
veflcls  from  their  anchors.  There  were  many  ftiips 

* The  foreign  papers  of  the  year  17S6  mention,  that  the 
Ragufans  have  put  themfelves  under  the  wing  of  the  kingdom 
of  Naples  ; but  this  wants  confirmation. 
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and  trabaculos  in  the  road,  bound  for  different 
portg  in  the  Levant  who  had  been  brought  by 
the  fame  errand  as  our  captain,  to  vifit  the  family 
of  their  crews,  which  refide  on  the  fliorcs  of  thi^ 
gulf.  A colony  of  Sclavonians  have  fixed  th^m- 
felves  in  this  quarter  ; and,  at  prefent,  furnifh  the 
Venetians  with  the  principal  part  of  the  mariners, 
with  which  their  vefTels  are  fo  indifferently  worked, 
But  I will  not  anticipate  the  experience,  we  were 
ftill  to  have  of  their  ignorance  and  brutality. 

On  'I'hurfday  the  sSch  we  went  afliore,  to  vifit 
the  Lazaretto,  and  to  furvey  the  fortifications  of 
Caltel  Nuova,  which  make  a confpicuous  and 
hapdfome  appearance  from  die  fta.  1 here  was 
little  worthy  of  notice  at  a Lizarerto,  when  fo  few 
people  are  defirqus  to  pen'oi  m quarantine  ; but  we 
there  met  3 Venetian  gentleman  and  his  ladv, 
bound  for  Zant.,  on  a (hip,  that  had  been  three 
months  from  Venice,  and  as  many  weeks  in  this 
gulf  I We  could  not  ditfemble  our  chagrin,  on 
learning  this  fpecimen  of  their  navigation  ; and 
though  our  captain  had  bound  h.imfelf  to  remain 
in  port  but  two  days,  we  began  to  apprehend,  that 
accidertt  or  wilfulnefs,  would  confpire  ro  make  us 
j-epent  of  an  indulgence,  which  neither  the  confuf 
at  V’enice,  nor  a bribe  we  tendered  him  at  fea, 
could  prevail  on  our  Sclavonian  to  forego.  Little 
did  1 dream  when  we  left  London,  of  ylfiting  fq 
celebrated  a part  of  the  continent  of  Greece.  The 
wars  of  lilyricum  are  of  no  great  importance  in 
the  Rprnan  annals  -j  but  the  attention  that  w'as  paid 
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to  the  fuppreflion  of  its  force,  is  an  argument,  at 
leaft,  for  the  jealoufy  it  gave  birth  to.  But  the 
troops  of  Tcutaj  queen  of  Illyria,  were  doubtlefs  of 
other  mould,  than  the  prefent  natives  of  Albania  ; 
or  the  Romans  had  not  a very  formidable  enemy  to 
oppofe.  Thieves  and  cut-throats,  they  are  gene- 
rally allowed  to  be  ; fellows,  that  would  fVick  a knife 
in  their  enemy  by  furprize  5 but  not  of  adifpofition 
to  meet  him  in  the  open  field,  They  appear  to 
me — and  I have  had  fome  reafqn  to  know  them — ■ 
but  a fecond  edition  of  the  Arabians  ; differing, 
indeed,  from  new  editions  of  books  i as  thefe  AU 
banefe  degenerate,  and  are  far  more  revengeful 
and  blood- thirfty  than  the  Arabs.  They  go  armed 
in  like  manner  with  fword  and  piflol ; but  what  will 
be  faid  of  a country,  when  the  very  hufbandmen  fol- 
low jhe  plough,  and  cultivate  the  vineyard,  loaded 
with  infiruments  of  deftrudtion  ! Is  this  tf}e  train  of 
Ceres  ? Does  the  rofy  gqd  of  wine  fugged  fuch 
black  purpofes,  and  approve  of  this  trade  of  death  ? 
The  deceit  is  plain.  Ceres  and  Bacchus,  and  every 
rural  deity,  who  made  a garden  of  the  antient 
territory,  have  difclaimed  the  homage  of  the  pre- 
fent race,  and  denied  their  fmiles  to  the  labors  of 
the  peafant.  Hence,  as  our  f>veet  Parnell  fung  of 
a country,  which  difappointments,  perhaps,  made 
him  furvey  with  too  unfavorable  an  eye, 

‘ Here  half  an  acre's  corn  is  half  a ffoeafy 

and  the  vine  and  olive  bend  not  with  a full  loadintr. 
But,  in  fpite  of  poverty  and  difcord^  the  charms  of 

nature 
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nature  cannot  be  wholly  obliterated.  The  rofe- 
bufhes  even  at  this  feafon  blufli  with  unnumbered 
flowers  j and,  while  the  mountains  above  Caftel 
Nuova  are  white  with  Inow,  the  vallies  beneath, 
produce  the  orange  and  citron,  whofe  fruit  is  now 
of  a golden  tint.' 

Our  road  to  this  town  lay  through  vineyards  and 
olive  plantations ; and  though  hilly  and  craggy, 
was  romantic  and  pleafing.  But  Caftel  Nuova  did 
not  repay  us  for  'our  trouble.  It  is  fituatcd  on  the 
declivity  of  an  hill,  about  two  leagues  from  the 
mountains,  which  divide  the  Venetian  and  Turkifli 
dominions  on  this  coaft ; and  the  caftle  and  fortifi- 
cations are  in  the  fame  ftate,  as  when  the  Venetians 
became  mafters  of  them,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
15th  century  ; difrnantled  and  open  to  any  enemy, 
that  had  inclination  to  attempt  them.  They  owe 
this  acquifition  to  Don  John  of  Auftria,  who  after 
the  vidtory  of  Lepanto  over  the  Turks,  failed  to 
this  gulf,  and  left  a garrifon  at  Caftel  Nuova,  to 
bridle  the  enemy  on  this  fide.  There  is  ftill  a 
fmall  garrifon  here,  whofe  appearance  does  no  cre- 
dit to  the  ftate'  to  which  they  belong.  Without 
the  walls  there  is  a fuburb,  inhabited  by  Scla- 
vonians  j whofe  hotifes  are  built  with  ftone,  and 
look  very  neat  and  convenient. 

From  the  23d  of  December  to  the  19th  of  Ja- 
nuary 1781,  we  remained  in  the  vcffel  off  Caftel 
Nuova,  notwithftanding  the  captain’s  engagements, 
and  the  opportunity  which  once  offered,  for  our 
p.'-ofecuting  bur  voyage;*'  This  was  bn  the  ift  of 
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the  new  year,  when  the  wind  fhifced  fuddenly  to  the 
north,  and  moft  of  the  velTels  in  the  harbor  got  un- 
der way.  Our  captain  was  ftill  abfent ; fb  that  we 
had  the  mortification  to  remain  ina6live  fpeftator^ 
of  this  bufy  feene.  The  wind  fuddenly  changed, 
however,  before  any  of  the  vefiels  were  clear  of  the 
harbor ; which  furnifhed  our  captain  on  his  return, 
the  2d  of  January,  with  a laugh  againft  their  want 
of  fuccefs.  We  were  too  much  out  of  humor  at 
his  indifference  and  afTurance,  to  be  fatisfied  with 
the  turn,  he  gave  to  fo  laudable  an  exertion  of 
duty  ; and  he  was  fain  to  make  an  apology  for  his 
abfence,  and  to  place  it  to  the  account  of  an  acci- 
dent, which  had  befallen  one  of  his  family.  In  the 
afternoon  all  the  vefiels,  which  had  gone  out  the 
preceding  day,  returned  to  the  road  the  wand  hav- 
ing come  round  to  S.  E.  and  the  weather  looking 
very  dirty  and  blowing. 

Never  did  we  dream  of  celebrating  the  Chriftmas 
feftival  in  Greece.  We  left  Venice,  under  a con- 
vidion  of  pafiing  it  in  Aleppo  j but  on  the  12th  of 
January,  we  had  been  a month  on  our  voyage,  and 
had  not  got  more  than  three  degrees  to  the  fouth^ 
ward ! How  perplexing  was  our  fituation ! hov/ 
infufferable  would  it  have  proved  to  men,  who  had 
not  experienced,  and  learnt  to  bear  with  the  crofiTes 
of  life  ! Much  as  I defpifed  the  ignorance  of  the 
Arabs  in  maritime  affairs,  1 have  encountered  their 
rnatch  in  the  Sclavonians,  From  the  days  of 
Eneas  there  does  not  feem  to  have  been  any. ma- 
terial improvement  in  navigation  in  this  quarter ; 

and 
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and  by  their  method  of  proceeding,  it  would  ap- 
pear, that  our  failors  might  not  complete  their  voy- 
age, in  a fborter  time  than  the  Trojan  ! The 
quadrant  is  either  not  known  to,  or  dcfpired  by 
them ; and  having  loft  the  pradlice  of  fteeritig  by 
the  north-ftar,  they  only  enjoy,  in  common  with 
the  antients,  the  knowledge  of  the  promontories  and 
jlUnds,  to  condut]:  them  from  one  port  to  another, 
It  is  true,  that  die  winds  were  generally  concraiy, 
du'  ing  our  ftay  in  the  gulf  j but  the  indolence  and 
Ignorance  of  thofe  mariners  are  not  to  be  excufed, 

o' 

who,  jnftead  of  taking  advantage  of  light  bieezes 
to  look  for  a wind  at  fea,  loiter  in  port,  until  a 
favorable  gale  drives  them  from  their  lurking* 
places.  By  this  conduft,  they  confole  diemfclvcs 
in  efeaping  the  difagregahle  part  of  navigation ; 
but  it  expofes  them  to  the  contempt  of  a feaman. 
With  this  conviction  on  our  minds,  it  will  be  no 
matter  of  furprize,  that,  in  our  reprefentations  to 
the  chairman  pf  the  India  Company,  Mr.  Smyth 
and  I attributed  the  delays  we  hal  experienced, 
chiedy  to  the  perverfe  dirpofition  and  unikllfulnefs 
of  the  Sclavonians  ; and  earneftly  recommended  an 
eftablilliment  of  Englifti  packets  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. How  pundually  their  dilpatche.s  might  be 
conveyed  at  all  fealbns,  from  any  of  the  pprts  of 
Italy,  to  the  coaft  of  Syria  or  of  Egypt — mould 
the  latter  expeditious  route  to  India  be  opened 
again,  by  a favorable  revolution  in  the  government 
of  that  diftraflcd  country— I leave  to  the  direeftor^ 
tf  that  important  body  to  determine.^ 


Great 
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Great  quinrities  of  fnow  fell  on  the  mountains^ 
while  we  waited  for  a change  of  wind ; but  we  w'ere 
told  by  the  natives,  that  until  they  were  entirely  co- 
vered with  fnow  we  fliould  not  have  a borea  or 
north-wind.  We  had  the  uno-eneroiis  confolation, 
at  leaft,  to  have  companions  in  our  diftrefs ; nor 
v/ere  we  backward  to  make  the  beft  advantage  of 
it.  A Venetian  nobleman  and  his  lady,  and  a 
bifhop,  bound  for  Zante  ; an  officer  going  to  join 
his  regiment  at  Corfu,  and  a confiil,  to  affiume  his 
ftation  at  Alexandria,  were  the  moft  agreeable  of 
the  paffiengers,  belonging  to  the  veffels  at  anchor 
near  our  own.  In  their  fociety  we  frequently  min- 
gled, when  we  did  not  chufe  to  ramble  about  the 
Ihiore,  to  which  the  thieviffi  and  fanguinary  difpoli- 
tion  of  the  natives,  moftly  confined  us. 

On  Friday  the  19th  of  January,  through  the  po- 
litenefs  of  the  Venetian  admiral  of  the  galleys  on 
this  ftation,  or,  as  he  is  liere  called,  the  capo  dci 
mare,  wt  were  carried  up  to  Catarro,  and  enter- 
tained at  his  houfe  for  near  a week,  with  a franknefs 
and  hofpitality,  that  we  little  expedfed  from  an  ka- 
lian. It  muft  be  confefled,  however,  that,  preju- 
dice apart,  a change  of  this  nature  fhould  not  fur- 
prize  a traveller ; who  has  feen  how  much  the 
Ibcial  virtues  of  the  French,  and  even  the  Engliffi, 
are  improved  by  a refidence  in  foreign  parts. 

Catarro,  the  capital  of  a fmall  diftridl  of  Dal- 
matia, is  fituatcd  in  N.  latitude  42°  25',  on  a gulf, 
which  bears  its  name.  Dominicus  Niger  fuppofes 
it  to  be  the  antient  Aferovium  of  Pliny  and  Pto- 
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lomy  j but  we  may,  with  more  reafon,  fet  it  dowrt 
as  the  Rhizon  of  Teuta,  queen  of  the  Illyrians,  to 
which  Ihe  was  obliged  to  retire,  when  fhe  fent  to 
Rome  to  fue  for  peace^  in  the  year  52,7  of  that  re- 
public. The  ftrong  fituatioil  of  Catarro,  is  an  ar- 
' gument  in  favor  of  this  idea^  as,  however  difho- 
norable  and  difad  vantageous  to  the  queen,  was  the 
peace  flie  obtained,  there  is  little  doubt,  that  the 
,fecurity  of  her  retreat,  was  the  means  of  preferving, 
what  yet  of  her  dominions  remained  from  the  am- 
bition of  the  Romans.  The  gulf — alfo  called 
Rhizonicus  Jiniis  of  old — is  about  eighteen  miles  in 
length,  but  in  no  part  more  than  four  miles  in 
breadth.  It  forms,  in  its  courfe,  three  Tides  of  a 
fquare,  the  fea-coafl  being  the  fourth,  which  is  but 
fifteen  miles  diftant  from  its  head.  FroiTi  its  depth 
of  water,  fecure  navigation,  and  fteep  boundaries, 
this  canal  is  at  once,  the  moft  pleafing,  romantic 
and  favage,  which  the  world  can  afford.  To  de- 
fine it  juftly,  the  canal  is  no  more  than  a valley, 
which  an  irruption  of  the  fea  appears  to  have  filled 
with  water : a valley,  loft  amidft  the  lofty  moun- 
^ tains  which  overlook  it  j and  furnifhing  a retreat 
for  the  more  civilized  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
who  have  built  themleives  habitations  at  the  foot  of 
thefe  tremendous  declivities  ; to  be  out  of  reach  of 
the  attacks  of  the  banditti,  who  inhabit  the  accef- 
fible  parts  of  the  mountains.  There  are  feventeen 
villages  and  towns  dependant  on  Catarro  j moftly 
fcattered  up  and  down  on  the  fhores  of  the  gulf  j 
befides  a city  called  Perafto,  which  ftands  about 
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twelve  miles  from  its  mouth.  The  latter  Is  placed 
at  the  bottom  of  an  high  mountain,  nearly  per- 
pendicular, and  wholly  dcfart  j but  the  public 
buildings  and  houfes,  which  rife  above  one  ano- 
ther, like  the  feats  of  an  amphitheatre,  give  it  a pe- 
culiar, and  not  uncomely  appearance.  From  Pe- 
rafto  to  Catarro,  the  oppofite  coaft  is  fertile  enough, 
and  well  cultivated.  The  mulberry  and  olive  tree 
clothe  the  hills,  and  the  vine  is  nurtured  on  the 
Hopes  with  great  fuccefs.  But  the  mountains  in 
the  back  ground,  are  yet  more  horrid  than  thofe, 
which  have  before  ftruck  the  eye.  Nor  tree,  nor 
Hirub,  nor  track  of  human  feet.  Is  any  where  to  be 
difcovered.  If,  perchance,  the  clouds,  which  gene- 
rally furround  their  brows,  Ihould  diflipate  for  a 
while,  black,  Hiaggy  rocks,  or  pinnacles  tipt  with 
fnow,  are  all  that  repay  the  aching  fight.  On  the 
northern  fide  of  this  barrier  the  fun  never  fhines ; 
and  there  is  a village  called  Stolivo,  pidturefquely 
fituated  there,  whofe  roofs  were  never  gilded  with 
his  enlivening  rays.  What  a pidture  does  this 
prefent  to  the  native  of  a northern  climate  1 The 
blood  recoils  at  it,  and  nature  fhrinks  at  the  idea 
of  an  habitation,  fo  bleak  and  dreary.  To  fpeak 
the  truth,  the  cold  there  in  the  middle  of  January, 
was  fufficient  to  make  one  Ihiver,  at  the  view  of  this 
folitary  village ; though  it  may  readily  be  conceived, 
from  the  operation  of  a fummer’s  fun  in  fuch  a 
valley,  that  the  inhabitants  may  have  reafon  to  re- 
joice in  their  fituation,  more  tlian  half  the  year. 

At 
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At  the  head  of  the  canal  Montagna  M egro  reairs 
his  hoary  head  to  the  fkies.  Far  below  at  his  bafe, 
rifes  another  mountain,  of  about  half  a mile  per- 
pendicular height,  on  which  the  city  and  fortifica- 
tions of  Catarro  are  built.  A wall  encircles  the 
face  of  this  rock  tow'ards  the  water ; and  on  its  top 
is  a caftle,  which  overlooks  the  valley  below,  and 
ferves  as  a prifon  for  criminals  of  ftate.  The  city 
itfelf  ftands,  as  nearly  as  the  ground  will  allow  of, 
on  the  banks  of  the  canal.  But  it  may  eafily  be 
fuppofed,  that  its  ftreets  are  moftly  fbeep  and  un- 
even > and  though  running  upon  a rock,  always 
dirty  and  uncomfortable  in  the  winter  feafon; 
when,  it  may  be  faid,  to  drizzle  incefiantly,  from 
the  clouds  which  are  produced  by  the  mountain. 
The  city  may  be  about  a mile  in  circumference  j 
but  the  walls  of  the  place,  not  lefs  than  two 
leagues  j which,  though  ftrong  by  fituation,  would 
require  a confiderable  force  to  defend  againft  a 
warlike  enemy. 

Catarro  is  the  feat  of  a governor,  and  the  fee  of 
a bifhop, .and  the  ftation  of  the  gallies,  which 
cruize  during  the  fummer  months  in  the  gulf  of 
Venice.  The  polls  of  governor  and  capo  dei  mars 
are  bellowed  only  on  noble  Venetians,  and  both 
lead  to  offices  of  the  firll  diftinflion  in  the  ftate, 
whofe  policy  decrees  honorable  employments  to 
the  rich,  and  lucrative  ones  to  the  needy  noble. 
Signior  Barbaro  occupies  the  former  } and  Signior 
Renier,  of  the  family  of  the  prefent  doge,  the  latter. 

We 
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We  have  experienced  many  civilities  from  both 
thefe  noblemen  3 but  are  more  particularly  in- 
debted to  Signior  Renier,  who,  without  letters  of 
introduction — which  we  never  thought  of  at  Ve- 
nice— or  any  notice,  but  that  there  were  Englifh 
gentlemen  at  Cartel  Nuova,  fenthis  fecond  in  com- 
mand to  invite  us  to  his  houfe,  with  the  bifhop  of 
Zante,  the  provideteur  of  Cartel  Nuova,  and  other 
company.  We  embarked  accordingly,  on  an  hand- 
fome  felucca,  which  came  down  for  us  3 and  after 
being  fplendidly  entertained  by  Signior  Renier, 
returned  the  aoth  of  January,  with  the  fam.e  com- 
pany, to  our  veflel.  Our  return  w^as  hartened 
by  the  profpeCl  of  a good  wind,  but  we  could  nor 
get  away,  without  a promife  to  our  hort,  that  we 
would  revifit  Catarro,  rtiould  the  weather  undergo 
no  change.  A boat  was  exprefsly  fent  to  wait  our 
determination  3 with  a major  of  infantry,  to  efcort 
us  back.  The  fequel  turned  out  more  favorably 
to  the  wifhes  of  this  hofpi table  nobleman,  than  to 
our  own.  The  wind  fet  in  with  frelb  violence  from 
the  fouthward  3 and  we  were  painfully  conftrained, 
to  wait  the  operations  of  the  new  moon.  A few 
hours  once  more  brought  us  back  to  this  profound 
retreat  3 where  the  whld  afpeCl  of  nature  is  varied, 
by  the  curiofities  fhe  difplays  3 and  the  inclemency 
of  the  feafon,  amply  meliorated  by  the  gaiety  and 
civility  of  the  inhabitants.  Our  mornings  are  fpent 
in  walking,  in  Iketching  views  of  the  piClurefque 
feenes  around  us — of  v/hich  the  annexed  chart  of 
the  gulf  is  Ibme  teftimony — and  in  virtting  the 
Voj-.  n.  P ladies  i 
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ladies ; our  , afternoons  at  chefs,  or  in  writing,  as 
inclination  prompts  thofe,  who  are  under  no  re- 
ftraint.  In  the  -evening,  the  genteel  part  of  the 
place,  ufually  aflemble  at  the  governor’s  houfe,  to 
play  at  cards,  more  for  amufement,  than  from  any 
ideas  of  gain.  We  have  now  pafled  a week  in 
this  agreeable  fociety  j and  as  we  are  to  return  to 
our  veflel  to-morrow,  to  fee  what  wind  the  new 
moon  may  produce,  I fliall  clofe  this  letter  with 
fuch  remarks,  as  my  own  obfervation,  and  the  in- 
formation of  intelligent  perfons  have  furnifhed  of  a 
place,  fo  little  vifited  or  known,  and  yet  fo  worthy 
of  the  invefcigation  of  the  curious. 

Among  the  moft  remarkable  things  in  this  city, 
is  a well  of  no  great  depth,  but  whofe  waters  dur- 
ing heavy  rains,  boil  up  with  fuch  uncommon  fury, 
as  to  difcharge  with  violence,  ftones,  balls,  or  what- 
ever may  be  thrown  into  them.  The  ftory  may 
appear  incredible,  but  I favv  feveral  ftones,  which 
could  not  be  lefs  than  a hundred  weight  each,  ly- 
ing near  the  mouth  of  the  well,  and  which,  by  the 
teftimony  of  Signior  Renier,  and  people  of  credit, 
had  been  emitted  by  the  waters,  in  an  attempt  to 
fink  them.  The  force  of  water  is  well  known  j 
and  when  the  prodigious  height,  from  which  the 
torrents  defeend,  be  confidered,  the  effeft  may  be 
reconciled  to  mechanical  principles.  There  is  ano- 
ther curiofity  here,  which  cannot  be  fo  readily  ac- 
counted for,  but  which  we  have  the  evidence  of 
our  fenfes,  to  deferibe  as  a faff.  Among  the  petri- 
fied fubftances  which  this  gulf  produces,  there  are 
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ftones  of  various  forms  and  fizes,  which  are  the  re- 
fidence  of  a fhell-fifli,  not  unlike  the  cockle,  in 
appearance  and  tafte.  Signior  Renier  direfted  fome 
of  thefe  ftones  to  be  broken  in  our  prefence.  They 
feemed  of  a porous  nature,  though  of  the  color  and 
confiftence  of  alabafter,  and  did  not  yield  to  the 
firft  ftrokes  of  a mallet.  When  the  ftone  was  di- 
vided, it  bore  fome  refemblance  to  an  honey-comb, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  fifli  were  fown  in  lefs 
quantities,  than  the  bees  in  a comb.  How  thefe 
fhell-fifh  were  generated,  and  how  they  can  exift 
in  this  dark  retreat,  is  a matter  well  worthy  of  the 
enquiry  of  a naturalift  *.  It  may  be  fuggefted, 
that  the  fpawn  entered  through  the  pores  of  the 
ftone ; and  it  is  confidently  afferted  here,  that  a 
certain  worm  is  frequently  feen  to  infinuate  itfelf 
into  the  fame  pores,  on  which  the  immured  ftfh 
are  fuppofed  to  fubftft.  The  Venetians  call  this 
fifh  datiday  from  its  perfeft  likenefs  of  the  date 
fruit.  Though  faid  to  be  found  on  fome  parts  of 

• Dr.  Goldfmitli  has  given  a very  labored  account  of  this 
fhcll-fifn,  under  the  name  of  the  pholas.  According  to  him,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  naturalifts,  that  the  pholas  penetrated  into 
foft  fubftances,  that  were  afterwards  petrified  by  the  water, 
until  Do(flor  Bohads  obferved  a pillar  of  the  temple  of  Sera- 
phis— that  was  buried  in  the  fea  when  the  city  of  Puteofi  was 
deftroyed  by  an  earthquake — filled  with  this  filhi  !.  Hence  he 
concludes,  that  they  pierced  the  marble,  after  it  was  fhaped 
into  a pillar  ; and  that  they  eftedl  this  entry,  by  means  of  a 
broad  flelhy  fubftance,  refembling  a tongue,  and  enlarge  their 
apartments,  as  they  encreafe  in  bulk,— -Vide  Goldfmith  on 
Teftaceous  Fifhes. 
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the  coaft  of  Italy,  it  is  fcarce  on  thcfe  fhores  ; 
and,. from  lying  in  deep  water,  and  the  ftones  be- 
ing of  great  weight,  this  delicacy,  as  it  is  efleemed, 
is  not  to  be  procured,  without  confiderable  trouble 
and  expence. 

It  is  not  ufual  for  ftrangers  to  leave  Catarro, 
without  vifiting  the  caftle  on  the  rock.  This  alone 
would  have  urged  me  to  afcend  this  eminence,  were 
not  my  third:  for  uncommon  fights  too  powerful,  to 
admit  of  my  being  reftrained,  by  the  apprehenfions 
of  labor  and  fatigue.  Accompanied  by  fome  of 
the  principal  officers  ot  the  garrifon,  we  climbed 
the  rock  on  one  of  the  bed:  days  that  prefented  it- 
felf.  The  afeent  is  by  flairs,  cut  out  of,  or  built 
up,  the  rock  j and  before  it  was  torn  up  by  the  car- 
riage of  fome  heavy  artillery,  for  the  command  of 
the  valley,  the  road,  we  are  told,  was  tolerably 
good.  At  prefent,  it  would  be  more  accedfible, 
were  the  broken  fleps  wholly  removed  ■,  for  were  it 
not  for  the  zig-zag  courfe  of  the  road,  it  would  be 
infurmountable.  As  it  was,  it  took  us  up  near  an 
hour  to  reach  the  caftle.  By  the  traverfes  we  made, 
we  went  over  more  than  a mile  of  ground,  though 
its  diredl  height  is  not  half  as  much.  The  fun 
fhone  when  we  left  the  city  j but  we  had  not  climb- 
ed a third  of  the  hill,  before  his  rays  were  ob- 
feured  j a thick  cloud  enveloped  us,  and  we  were 
well  foaked  with  a fhower  of  rain.  The  flcy  cleared 
up  at  intervals  during  our  journey,  and  we  had  a 
diftin6l  view  of  the  mountains  in  front,  and  the 
beautiful  lake  below.  But  our  pleafure  and  fur- 
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prize  were  referved  for  our  profpedl  from  the  caf- 
de.  We  found  ourfelves  on  the  point  of  a rock, 
rent,  as  it  were,  from  the  magnific  mountain  be- 
hind it.  We  had  left  the  city  and  canal  fome 
hundreds  of  fathoms  below;  we  feemed  to  breathe 
another  air,  and  were  arrived  at  the  middle  regions, 
where  the  thunder  is  heard  to  roll,  and  the  light- 
ning plays.  We  thought  ourfelves  cut  off  from 
the  fociety  of  mankind,  and  yet  we  looked  up,  and 
lo  ! Montagna  Negro,  the  refidence  of  a multitude 
of  human  beings,  fhot  up  his  afpiring  head,  and 
made  us  fancy  ourfelves  in  the  bottom  again  ! In 
the  dreadful  abyfs,  that  yav/ns  between  thefe  moun- 
tains, we  threw  feveral  Hones,  in  order  to  afcertain 
the  height  we  were  upon.  By  our  watches  the 
Hones  were  a quarter  of  a minute  from  our  hands, 
before  the  report  they  made,  announced  that  they 
had  Hruck  the  bottom.  As  the  furface  is  unequal 
below,  it  is  probable,  that  a Hone  would  take  full 
twenty  feconds,  in  reporting  its  fall  on  the  level 
of  the  canal,  whence  the  height  Hiould  be  taken. 

I have  not  leifure  to  recapitulate  the  feveral  ob- 
jedls,  which  met  our  view  from  this  precipice;  but 
the  extravagance  of  nature  could  not  afford  a coup- 
d'ceil^  more  fantaHic,  terrible  and  fublime.  If  the 
imagination  was  Hruck  with  the  grandeur  of  the 
fcene  abroad,  there  was  enough  within  the  caHle, 
to  touch  the  heart,  and  recal  the  wandering  thoughts 
to  earth  again.  A prifoncr  of  diHinftion,  who  had 
been  fent  here  for  his  eloquence  in  the  fenate,  and 
liis  attempts  at  innovations  in  the  Hate,  was  recently 
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deaxl.  The  windows  of  his  apartment  were  clofed 
up ; and  he  had  happily  regained  that  liberty, 
■which  he  had  forfeited  in  this  world  by  a dangerous 
talent.  Ill-fated  fpirit ! permit  a fon  of  freedom 
to  infcribe  the  flone,  which  tyranny  denies  thee. 
‘Like  rare  exotics,  tranfplanted  to  an  ungen ial 
clime,  that  eloquence,  which  might  have  perfuaded 
a Britifh  fenate,  and  that  virtue,  which  might  have 
won  the  hearts  of  fteemen,  have  pcriflied  by  the 
bitter  breath  of  defpotic  power ! And  yet,  Italy 
was  the  land  of  freedom.  Alas  ! though  her  Tully 
thundered  the  bolts  of  eloquence  againft  the  de- 
voted head  of  a Cataline ; though  the  honeft  hand 
of  her  Brutus  ftruck  the  enflaver  of  her  liberties, 
in  the  face  of  a fervile  multitude  ; yet,  imperial 
Rome  ! where  are  the  fruits  of  thy  vidtories  ? Did 
virtue  or  eloquence  confpire,  to  prevent  thy  un- 
toward deftiny  ? This  refledlion  is  enough  to  rouze 
a Briton  from  the  fecurity,  in  which  diffipation  and 
habit  have  involved  him.  What  then  would  the 
patriot  feel,  from  an  ocular  demonftration  of  the 
abjedl  condition  of  the  pofterity  of  Romans  ? 
Would  he  not  tremble  for  the  pofTelTion  of  the 
bleffing,  which  dignifies  humanity  ; and  wifh  to 
fleep  in  peace  with  the  unfortunate  Venetian,  when 
the  birthright  of  liberty  was  torn  from  his  dwell- 
ing ? 

In  another  room  of  the  caftle  we  faw  a nobleman 
of  Zante,  who  had  found  his  way  here,  for  a po- 
pular deportment  in  his  native  ifle,  of  which  the 
Venetians  are  very  jealous  in  their  conquered  ac- 
3 quifitions. 
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qurfitlons.  His  elder  brother  had  been  here  before 
him  j and  the  Comte  himfelf,  had  accompli flied 
the  fecond  year  of  his  imprifonment.  His  looks 
and  converfation  were  cheerful  ; and,  while  he 
affifted  his  fervant  to  give  us  coffee,  he  obferved 
with  a fmile,  that  the  bleffings  of  a good  air  and 
profped  were  ftill  left  him  ! — I remarked  feveral 
birds  hanging  up  in  his  chamber,  and  amongft 
them  a blackbird,  which  entertained  us  with  his 
fweet  pipe  during  our  fliort  ftay.  This  mufic  has, 
undoubtedly,  a good  effedt  on  his  fpirits  ; and  has 
helped  him  to  attain  the  happy  temperature  of 
mind,  in  which  we  beheld  him.  I muft  own,  that 
I defeended  the  rock  with  an  heavier  heart,  than  I 
carried  up  with  me,  and  it  was  not,  until  I learnt 
from  an  officer,  that  the  term  of  his  confinement 
would  probably  expire  in  a year  or  fix  months — 
his  punifhment  being  rather  a prevention,  than  a 
retribution  of  guilt — that  I could  put  the  poor 
Zantiot  and  his  blackbird  out  of  my  head. 

I mentioned  the  natives  of  Montagna  Negro,  as 
a parcel  of  banditti.  They  are,  in  all  probability, 
the  aborigines  of  the  country  ; and  when  Greece 
declined  from  her  former  greatnefs,  mouldered  by 
degrees  from  the  Roman  hands,  and  bdeame  a prey 
to  the  barbarous  nations,  thefc  wretched  remains  of 
a celebrated  people,  forfook  their  fertile  plains  and 
vallies,  and  took  refuge  amidft  barren  and  almofb 
inacceffible  mountains.  They  preferved,  indeed, 
their  liberty  by  this  defperate  ftep  j but  loh,  what 
is,  perhaps,  of  more  confequence  to  the  happinefs 
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of  mankind — the  manners,  the  morals,  the  laws, 
which  form  and  prcferve,  unbroken,  the  bonds  of 
fociety.  The  Montagnegrincs  have  returned  to 
the  ftate  of  nature  j and  in  a few  ages  have  undone 
a fyftem,  which  their  forefathers  could  not  accom- 
plifh,  during  the  revolution  of  a thoufand  years  ! 
There  is  a wide  difference  between  them  and  the 
lavages  of  the  new  world  ; but  the  balance  is  in 
favor  of  the  favage.  He  has  virtues  mixed  with 
the  vices  of  an  unlettered  mind ; and  virtues  of  a 
quality,  that  often  ferve  as  a vail  for  his  crimes. 
But  the  Montagnegrincs,  after  having  gradually 
forfeited  the  principles  of  honor,  and  tlie  fentiments 
of  humanity,  retained  and  niirfed  every  dark  and 
unbridled  pafTion,  that  reduces  men  to  the  level  of 
brutes.  This  ferocious  tribe  acknowledge  no  maf- 
ter  ; and  being  equally  out  of  reach  of  the  Vene- 
tians and  Turks,  ferve  as  an  impenetrable  barrier 
to  thofe  nations  in  this  quarter.  By  the  moft  ac- 
curate accounts  I could  obtain,  they  can  bring 
14,000  fighting  men  into  the  field  ; which  is  the 
only  mode,  by  which  their  adtual  numbers  can  be 
gueflfed.  Suppofing  that  every  male,  capable  of 
bearing  arms,  is  ranked  as  a foldier — and  this  is  no 
unreafonable  conclufion  among  a barbarous  race — 
we  may  reckon  the  women  and  children  at  triple 
the  number.  This  calculation  will  bring  the  Mon- 
tagnegrines  to  50,000  fouls  and  upwards ; who 
fubfift  on  the  footing  of  primeval  independance, 
and  ov/n  no  law,  but  the  fword.  Like  the  Ame- 
ricans and  Arabs,  they  eled  a chief,  to  whom  they 
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pay  obedience  in  public  matters  j but  referve  to 
themfelves  the  right  of  execution  in  private  con- 
cerns. The  murderer’s  life  is  not  only  anfwerable 
' for  that  he  has  taken  away,  but  fhould  he  efcape, 
the  life  of  one  of  his  family  is  the  forfeit ; a piece 
of  juflice,  that  nearly  correfponds  with  the  account, 
which  I have  had  occafion  to  give  of  the  Arabs. 
With  the  MontagnegrineSj  however,  the  thirft  of 
revenge  feeins  to  be  far  more  bloody  and  un- 
quenchable. Should  the  deceafed  leave  a fon  at 
his  mother’s  breaft,  the  fatisfadtion  required,  is  but 
deferred  for  awhile.  The  difconfolate  widow  pre- 
ferves  the  bloody  Ihirt,  in  v/hich  her  hufband  was 
alTalTinated,  as  a memorial  of  the  dead.  With  the 
fight  of  this  (he  kindles,  and  keeps  alive,  the  im- 
placable flame  in  her  offspring’s  breaft,  which 
breaks  out  when  he  arrives  at  early  manhood, 
into  an  adl  of  favage  retribution.  She  exhorts  him, 
in  the  language  of  the  Spartan  matrons,  when 
they  more  nobly  font  their  fons  againft  the  public 
enemy 

“ Return  victorious — or  return  no  more  I ” 

Like  a famifhed  pard,  the  young  enthufiaft  iffues 
from  his  den  ; and  the  blood  of  a devoted  and  un- 
fufpedling  victim  gluts  his  revenge.  What  a dread- 
ful atonement ! How  contrary  to  the  didtates  of 
reafon  and  humanity  ! and  yet,  according  to  the 
records  of  nations,  and  our  own  experience,  not  re- 
pugnant 
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pugnant  to  the  principles  of  human  nature.  I feel 
myfelf  mortified  in  being  furprized  out  of  a re- 
flexion, that  does  no  honor  to  our  difpofitions  j and 
(hews,  in  the  cleareft  light,  the  virtue  of  education, 
and  the  beauty  of  philolbphy  ! 

Though  the  Venetian  republic  hold  not  thefc 
people  in  fubjeftion,  fhe  derives  every  advantage 
from  their  vicinity,  which  the  cultivation  of  arts 
affords  a political  ftate.  She  rebuilt  the  fortrefs  of 
Catarro,  on  a fteep  and  barren  rock,  as  a bridle 
on  their  fierce  and  ungovernable  tempers.  Be- 
hind this  rock  is  the  only  paffage  up  to  the  moun- 
tain ; and,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  Mon- 
tagnegrines  prefume  to  make  incurfions  into  the 
Venetian  territories,  when  their  retreat  would  be 
infallibly  cut  off,  by  the  commanding  fituation  of 
the  caftle-battery.  Hence,  the  inhabitants  of  the 
valley  live  fecure  ; and  thofe  of  the  mountain  are 
conftrained  to  bring  down  the  produce  of  their 
region,  to  barter,  for  what  neceflaries  they  may 
Hand  in  need  of.  Beef,  mutton,  poultry,  game, 
eggs,  and  garden  fluff,  are  exchanged  by  them  for 
linen,  woollens,  beads,  gunpowder,  &c.  All  their 
meat  is  excellent  in  its  kind,  and  very  cheap. 
Sunday  is  their  market-day,  when  the  road  is  feen 
crouded  with  men  and  women,  who  are  laden  with 
eatables,  or  drive  down  their  cattle  for  fale.  The 
women  only  are  allowed  to  enter  the  gate,  which 
opens  to  the  pafs.  While  thefe  are  bartering  their 
wares  in  the  city,  the  men  affemble  without  the 
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walls,  to  divert  themfelves  in  drinking  or  fmoak- 
ing  ; courfing  round  the  plain,  wreftling,  or  hurl- 
ing the  quoit,  as  inclination  leads  them.  There 
were  two  field-pieces,  loaded  with  grape,  on  the 
draw-bridge,  that  were  pointed  on  this  tumultuous 
afiembly  5 which,  as  I contemplated  from  the  wail, 
recalled  to  my  memory,  the  idea  of  the  infernal 
groupe  of  fallen  fpirits,  whom  Milton  fo  dreadfully 
deferibes  in  their  paftimes, 

‘‘  J^art  on  the  plain^  or  in  the  air  fublime, 

Upon  the  wing^  or  in fwift  race  contend — 
Others-,  with  vafi  ‘Typhaan  rage  more  fell, 

P^end  tip  both  rocks  and  hills — 

hell fcarce  holds  the  wild  uproar P 

Amid  one  of  thefe  aflem.blies  my  fellow  travellers 
and  1 were  tempted  to  venture  ourfelves,  accom- 
panied by  a Venetian  officer,  Comte  le  Zarawich, 
who  is  a native  of  Catarro,  and  has  an  eftate  bor- 
dering" on  the  mountain.  We  were  under  the  can- 
non  of  the  fort ; but,  without  fuch  a condudlor,  it 
would  have  been  held  imprudent  here,  even  for 
ftrangers  to  have  trufted  themftlves  in  fuch  hands  ; 
as  no  Venetian,  in  a public  charadler,  chufes  to 
deep  out  of  the  fort,  or  to  expofe  himfelf  to  the 
enmity  of  thefe  mountaineers.  On  our  pafiing  the 
draw-bridge,  v/e  were  prefently  furrounded  by  a 
croud,  who  obferved,  by  our  muftaches  and  habits, 
that  we  were  foreigners.  When  they  underftood 
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wc  were  Englifli,  their  fatisfaiStion  encreafed ; and 
one  or  two  who  Ipoke  Italian,  told  ns,  they  had 
gone  to  England  during  the  laft  war  in  a Venetian 
frigate,  where  they  ferved  as  marines.  When  I 
looked  around  me,  I fancied'  myfelf  once  more 
among  my  Arabian  acquaintance.  Their  mien, 
their  drefs,  their  arms,  their  manners,  were  nearly 
the  fame  ; and  I could  not  condemn  the  caution  of 
the  Hate,  which  fullers  not  men  with  fuch  arms, 
and  fuch  inclinations,  to  enter  their  wails.  And 
yet,  we  had  fo  little  apprehenfion  of  danger  from 
them,  that  we  fhould  have  eagerly  followed  the 
fuggeftions  of  curiofity,  and  doled  with  their  pro- 
pofal,  of  vi firing  their  country  for  a few  days,  had 
our  fituation  admitted  of  it.  But  the  difference 
■was  wide  between  the  Venetians  and  us.  We  had 
never  olfended  them  j nor  were  we  the  objeds  of 
their  jealoufies  or  apprehenfions ; and  had  we  tra- 
velled in  their  domain,  divelled  of  finery  or  money 
to  tempt  injuflice,  there  would  have  been  no  chance 
of  meeting  it,  unprovoked,  either  in  the  defarts  of 
Arabia,  or  the  mountains  of  Greece  ! On  our  re- 
turn to  the  fort,  we  met  the  females  of  this  tribe, 
who,  either  from  hard  labor — which  from  their 
fubferviency  to  their  hufbands  falls  all  to  their 
lhare — or  from  other  caufes,  are  uncommonly  hi- 
deous and  difagreeable.  Their  lot,  indeed,  ap- 
pears an  hard  one.  Even  gallantry,  which  re- 
fpecls  the  fex  in  other  places,  is  reverfed  here  ; and 
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the  wife  falutes  her  hufband  by  kifling  his  hand ; 
of  which  I was  an  cye-witnefs. 

We  heard  feveral  anecdotes,  that  mark  the  ge- 
nius of  this  extraordinary  people  ; but  the  account 
of  one,  which  was  related  at  the  governor’s  ta- 
ble, will  ferve  as  a fpecimen  of  the  reft.  The 
prefent  chief  of  the  Montagnegrines  having  lately 
learnt,  that  his  fifter  was  engaged  in  an  intrigue 
during  her  hufband’s  abfence,  hefitated  not  a mo- 
ment on  the  part  he  was  to  take.  He  went  diredt 
to  the  houfe  of  the  unfortunate  culprit ; and,  with- 
out betraying  the  leaft  figns  of  remorfe,  after  af- 
iliring  himfelf  of  the  faft,  fevered  her  head  from 
her  body  w'ith  one  ftroke  of  his  fword.  The  fen- 
tence,  it  is  true,  for  fuch  a trefpafs,  was  only  anti- 
cipated ; as  the  unrelenting  huiband  would  have 
exacted  her  head  at  his  return  : but  the  cool, 
though  cruel  behavior  of  this  chief,  who,  unftimu- 
lated  by  jealoufy,  and  actuated  by  no  other  mo- 
tives, than  the  honor  of  his  family,  and  the  rights 
of  fociety,  could  perpetrate  fuch  a deed,  fills  the 
mind  with  a mixture  of  horror  and  admiration  1 
We  were  fhewn  more  than  one  of  this  tribe,  who 
was  known  to  have  killed  a dozen  men  with  his 
own  hand  ; but  as  their  lives  were  fuppofed  to 
have  been  forfeited  by  offences,  or  taken  in  fair 
fight,  it  did  not  derogate  from  the  chara6ler  of  the 
warrior. 

On  a rifing  ground,  which  extends  caftward, 
from  the  head  of  the  canal  to  the  mountains  that 
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border  the  Adriatic,  dwell  another  people,  who  arc 
in  alliance  with  the  Montagnegrines,  but  far  more 
docile  and  civilized.  Nothing  can  prove  this 
more,  than  the  liberty  which  they  have  to  enter 
the  fort  of  Catarro,  on  condition  that  they  leave 
their  arms  at  the  gate  ; though  by  their  habit  and 
looks,  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  diftinguilh  them 
from  their  neighbors  in  the  mountain.  The  Comte 
le  Zarawich  has  a confiderable  eftate  in  this  quar- 
ter ; and,  in  his  company,  we  went  among  a num- 
ber of  his  tenants,  who  had  brought  provifions  to 
the  town  for  fale.  This  territory  is  called  Ziippa^ 
and  behind  it,  about  twenty-five  miles  difiant,  lies 
Budoa,  a fea-port  in  the  gulf  of  Venice.  Budoa 
is  the  Butua  or  Bulua  of  Pliny  and  Ptolomy.  It 
was  nearly  ruined  by  an  earthquake,  about  the 
middle  of  the  laft  ceritury  ; but  is  ftill  confiderable 
enough,  to  be  the  fee  of  a bifhop. 

I fhali  conclude  this  letter  under  the  idea,  that 
there  will  be  no  opportunity  given  me  to  add  to  it, 
on  our  return  to  the  veffel.  My  undertakings 
have  been  fo  chequered  with  difappointments,  that 
I aiTi  become  habituated  to  them  ; experience 
them  v/ithout  pafiion,  and  refiedl  on  them  without 
repining.  Nay,  to  fuch  a temper  have  I brought 
myfelf,  that  I can  reafon  on  the  juftice  of  bad  fuc- 
cefs ; and  confole  myfelf  with  the  expedlation  of 
. beitig  repaid  for  it.  Our  departure  from  London 
was  vexatioufly  poftponed  beyond  the  feafon,  that, 
. expedition 
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expedition  was  to  be  enfured.  But  hence,  our 
pafTage  over  the  delarc  will  be  in  the  pleafantefl: 
time,  which  is  no  fmall  alleviation  of  our  delays.) 
A fair  wind,  when  it  comes,  is  likely  to  laft  ; and  a 
week  or  ten  days  will  fuffice  to  carry  us  to  La- 
tichea.  Adieu  ! and  believe  me, 

&c.  &c. 

Catarro,  251!!  Jajiuary,  1781, 
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JH  A VE  loft  no  time,  my  dear  H * * * *,  in 
fulfilling  my  engagements  to  you,  and  putting 
an  end  to  thofe  anxieties,  which  my  letter  from 
Catairo,  was  but  too  well  calculated  to  excite  in 
your  mind.  The  opening  of  our  journey  promifed 
but  a very  unfavorable  fequcl ; and  the  obftacles 
we  continued  to  experience,  did  not  ferve  to  cheer 
the  profpedl.  That  it  has  terminated  happily,  will 
be  confequently  more  agreeable,  as  lefs  furmifed 
by  you ; and  if  there  be  a difappointment  to  any 
party,  it  is  a comfort  to  me  to  think,  that  it  will  fall 
only  on  the  indifferent  reader  or  myfelf,  whofc 
views  of  amufing  or  being  amufed,  have  come 
fliort  of  expedfation. 

Not  that  1 would  willingly  leffen  the  curiofity  of 
the  public,  or  the  trivial  value  of  my  own  labors. 
I mean  only  to  adapt  one  to  the  nature  of  the 
other ; fo  that  my  error  may  not  confift  in  being 
worfe  than  my  word.  In  a voyage  through  the 
’ ' • Mediterranean, 


SUPPLEMENT. 


Mevliterranean,  and  a journey  over  the  defarts  of 
Arabia,  fomerhing  will  doubtlefs  occur,  to  refrefli 
the  mind  of  the  fcholar,  or  to  inform  tlie  traveller. 
If  adventure  be  wanting,  anecdote  may  be  found 
to  fupply  its  place  : Nor  will  the  author  think  his 
time  or  endeavor  thrown  away,  if  his  only  merit 
fliould  be  confined,  to  clearing  the  track  of  former 
travellers,  and  warning  thofe  tliat  fucceed  him,  of 
the  obftacles  and  dangers,  that  have  rendered  this 
fliort  and  amufmg  road  to  India,  fo  formidable  to 
the  credulous  and  indolent  part  of  mankind. 

On  the  aoth  of  January  ly'Si,  we  left  the  gulf 
of  Catarro,  with  a northerly  wind.  Fortune  fecm- 
ed  now  in  a temper  to  repay  us  for  her  former 
frowns.  When  the  day  broke,  we  found  ourfelves 
oppofite  Paftor  Vecchio,  on  the  coaft  of  Albany; 
run  by  Antivari  and  Dolcigno,  and  opened  the 
gulf  of  Drino  before  funfet.  The  Turkilh  terri- 
tories on  the  Adriatic  commence  from  Catarro  ; 
and  both  Antivari  and  Dolcigno  are  fcrong  towns, 
and  the  fees  of  Greek  bifhops.  Durazzo,  the  Epi- 
damnus  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  Dyrrhachium  of  the 
Romans,  bore  eafl  of  us  fix  leagues,  which  was  our 
general  diftance  from  fnore.  This  port  ftands  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Argentaro,  and  is  noted  in 
hiftory,  for  having  been  the  caufe  of  the  Pelopon- 
nefian  w'ar  ; but,  perhaps,  for  nothing  fo  memora- 
ble, as  affording  refuge  to  Cicero,  duiing  his  exile 
from  Rome.  The  gale  increafed  during  the  night, 
and  the  vcffel  flood  S.  and  S.  by  E.  at  the  rate  of 
eight  knots  an  hour.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th, 
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we  were  abreaft  of  the  northern  extrennity  of  the 
ifland  of  Corfu,  and  continued  the  whole  day  to 
(land  abreaft  of  the  ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues. 

Corfu,  olim  Phaecia,  and  afterwards  Coreyra,  lies 
on  the  coafl  of  Epirus  in  the  Ionian  fea,  and  is 
about  feventy  miles  in  length,  but  fcarccly  more 
than  twelve  miles  in  breadth.  It  belonged  in  mo- 
dern times  to  the  king  of  Naples,  but  in  the  year 
1382  fubmitted  to  the  Venetians,  who  have  main- 
tained it  ever  fince,  againft  the  frequent  attacks  of 
the  Turks.  Is  is,  indeed,  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  the  republic  ; as  it  is  the  key  of  the  Adriatic 
fea,  and  contains  a fine  harbor,  where  a fleet  of 
men  of  war  are  ftationed,  for  the  protection  of  her 
commerce  and  dominion.  In  the  afternoon  we 
■came  up  with  the  iflands  of  Pachfu  and  St.  Maura ; 
and  before  funfet,  faw  diftinftly  Cephalonia  ahead, 
at  a confiderable  diftance.  Thefe  iflands  alfo  be- 
long to  the  Venetians.  At  day-break  of  the  31ft 
of  January,  we  found  ourfelves  near  Cephalonia, 
and  run  by  its  weftern  fhore,  at  the  fmall  diftance 
of  a league.  This  ifland  lies  acrofs  the  gulf  of 
Lepanto,  antiently  Corinth  ^ and  from  the  excel- 
lent wines  and  oil  it  produces,  ftill  maintains  the 
charafler  for  fertility,  which  the  antients  beftowed 
on  it.  At  noon  the  ifland  of  Zante  appeared 
ahead ; and  foon  after,  the  high  land  of  the  Morea 
rofe  behind  the  channel  between  Cephalonia  and 
Zante.  Our  courfe  was  S.  E.  during  'the  day. 
We  kept  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  ifland,  which  ex- 
hibits 
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]iibits  nothing  on  this  face,  but  dreary  mountains, 
and  a fliore,  bluff  and  perpendicular.  But  the  foil 
or  productions  of  Zante  are  not  to  be  judged  from 
this  appearance.  Her  vallies  are  remarkably  fer- 
tile and  pleafant  j but  her  principal  wealth  confifts 
in  currants,  with  which  fhe  is  able  to  fupply  the 
demands  of  every  nation,  that  trades  with  the  Le- 
vant. The  chief  town  lies  on  the  eaftern  fhore,  in 
the  latitude  of  37°  57' N.  It  may  be  fuppofed, 
that  the  fight  of  this  place  reminded  us  of  the  def- 
potifm  of  the  Venetian  flate,  and  the  hard  lot  of 
our  Zantiot  at  Catarro. 

We  run  by  the  fmall  ifland  of  Stanfarro  in  the 
night,  and  changed  our  courfe  to  E.  by  S.  When 
the  morning  of  the  ift  of  February  broke.  Point 
Prodone  bore  on  our  larboard  bow,  and  Cape 
Modon  on  the  Morea,  ahead.  We  were  now 
about  to  round  the  peninfula  of  Peloponnefus, 
which  made  fo  confpicuous  a figure  during  the 
ages  of  Greece ; and  if  the  charaCler  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, the  magnificence  of  its  cities,  or  the  various 
produce  of  its  foil  be  confidered,  flood,  perhaps, 
without  a rival  in  the  andent  world.  And  yet, 
nothing  can  be  more  defart  or  bleak,  than  the  coafl 
we  were  then  approaching  j which  the  tyranny  of 
the  Turks,  and  the  indolence  of  the  oppreffed  na- 
tives, may  have  in  fome  meafure  occafioned.  In 
the  afternoon  we  came  abreafl  of  the  tov/n  of 
Modon,  under  the  cape;  the  caftle  of  Navarino 
being  at  the  fame  time  on  our  quarter.  Modon 
was  the  antient  Mcthone,  and  one  of  the  feven  ci- 

0^2  ties, 


22S  LETTER  IV. 

ties,  which  Agamemnon  promifed  to  Achilles.  It 
fuffered  miich  in  the  civil  wars  of  Rome,  and  by 
the  incurfions  of  the  Illyrians  ; but  thefe  Ioffes  were 
repaid  by  the  privileges  which  the  emperor  Trajan 
granted  the  city,  and  which  Conftantine  confirmed. 
In  the  year  1 124  it  was  a fource  of  contention  be- 
tween the  Venetians  and  the  Greek  emperor,  and 
fince  that  period,  it  more  than  once  changed  fides 
with  the  Venetians  and  Turks;  though,  with  the 
reft  of  the  continent  of  Greece,  it  now  groahs  under 
the  Ottoman  dominion.  We  continued  in  the 
fame  diredtion  all  day,  and  before  funfet,  pafied  the 
illand  of  Sapienza,  or  the  antient  Sphadferia.  It  is 
a fmall,  barren  rock,  and  gives  refuge  to  the  pi- 
rates, who  have  from  time  immemorial  been  the 
peft  of  thefe  feas ; though,  perhaps,  never  more 
formidable  than  at  prefent,  being  licenfed,  in  a 
manner,  by  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  in  their 
fliameful  connexion  with  the  ftates  of  Barbary. 
The  veffel  now  ftood  S.  E.  by  E.  Cape  Coron  on 
our  beam,  and  Cape  Matapan,  the  moft  fouthern 
promontory  of  the  Morea,  being  ahead  of  us . at 
night-fall.  The  town  of  Coron  is  faid  by  the 
poets,  to  have  been  a colony  of  the  Thebans, 
called  Pedafus  ; though  Strabo  and  Pliny  give  it 
the  prefent  name,  which  is  recorded  to  have  arifen 
from  a brafs  coronet  being  difeovered  in  digging 
for  the  foundation.  This  place,  like  the  reft  of  the 
Morea,  underwent  feveral  revolutions  of  govern- 
ment, in  the  wars  between  the  Chriftians  and  Turks. 

Though 
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Though  undoubtedly  a ftrong  place,  it  made  but 
little  oppofition  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
century,  when  their  fliort-lived  conquefl:  of  the 
Morea,  was  fuddenly  torn  from  the  Venetians, 
whofe  power  and  reputation  fcemed  to  be  totally 
eclipfed  by  the  fortune  of  the  Turks  *. 

The  weather  had  been  very  mild  and  pleafant 
fince  we  pafTed  Corfu  j but  on  the  morning  of  the 
2d  of  February,  it  underwent  a confiderable  change. 
It  rained  violently,  and  the  wind  Ihifted  to  S.  E. 
This  was  fufficient  to  alarm  our  captain,  who 
tacked,  and  flood  back  for  Navarino,  which  we 
paired  the  day  before.  But  the  wind  critically 
Ihifting  to  the  weftward,  we  were  laved  from  a 
meafure,  which,  however  it  might  have  gratified 
our  curiofity,  by  bringing  us  acquainted  with  the 
realm  of  Neflor,  and  one  of  the  oldeft  and  befb  ports 
of  the  Morea,  would,  at  the  fame  time,  have  en- 
tangled us  with  delays  and  difficulties.  There  is 
little  or  no  trade  carried  on  with  this  part  of  the 
Morea  j and  the  natives  are  efteemed  the  rudefl, 

* Appearances  augur  a renewal  of  hoftilities  between  tliefe 
antient  inimical  Hates.  And  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  vi- 
gorous exertions  of  the  Venetians  in  1786  againll  the  Tuni- 
fians,  it  may  be  cxpeded,  that  the  fan  of  Venice  will  flioot 
forth  a ray  of  fplendor,  to  dax7de  the  eyes  of  Europe  ere  it 
fet  for  ever.  Her  ileet,  perhaps,  v.'ould  be  found  equal  to  the 
contcll;  but  the  afliftance  of  the  emperor  would  be  indifpen- 
fable,  to  enable  the  republic  to  withlland  the  force  of  the 
Turfs  on  terra  firma. 
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and  worft  difpofed  of  all  die  modern  Greeks. 
Alas  ! changed  are  the  times  when 

“ Nejlor  early  roje^  walk'd  forth,  and  fat 
On  folifh'd  Jlone  before  his  palace  gate. 

With  unguents  fmooth  the  lucid  marble  fhone. 
Where  antient  Neleus fat,  a rujlic  throne." 

Pope’s  Odyssey. 

The  wind  was  ftill  variable,  but  we  continued  to 
keep  our  courfe.  In  the  afternoon  we  faw  the  ifland 
of  Cerigo  (olim  Cytliera)  bearing  E.  by  N.  Cape 
St.  Angelo,  or  Malea  of  old,  on  the  Morea,  being 
at  the  fame  time  N.  E.  by  E.  Cerigo  belongs  to 
the  Venetians,  and  is  the  furtheft  ftation  at  prefent, 
of  their  gallies.  Its  foil  is  arid,  and  the  face  of  the 
country,  hilly  and  difagreeable  ; and  of  no  value  to 
the  ftate,  but  as  a barrier  to  the  Turks  on  the  fide 
of  the  Archipelago,  the  communication  of  which 
with  the  Adriatic,  it  ferves  to  command. 

The  wind  had  frefiiened  from  the  weftward,  but 
the  weather  was  cloudy  and  wet.  On  the  3d  of 
February  a new  fcene  opened  to  our  view.  The 
iflands  of  the  Archipelago  began  to  appear  at  a 
great  diftance  j while  the  coaft  of  Candia,  from 
Cape  Bufa  to  Cape  Spado,  extended  along  our 
beam.  As  I contemplated  the  outlines  of  this  ce- 
lebrated land,  my  memory  was  not  wanting  to  fill 
up  the  fketch,  with  the  remarkable  circumftances, 
which  the  hiftory  of  Crete  has  afforded  to  the  ad- 
miration 
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miration  of  mankind.  Ida^  which  then  burfl;  on 
our  fight,  teemed  with  the  idea  of  the  youthful 
Jovej  while  the  citv  of  Minos,  and  the  labyrinth 
of  Dedalus,  were  ftill  vifible  in  the  ruins,  which  are 
fcattered  along  the  fhore  I But,  at  no  period,  did 
fhe  give  birth  to  fuch  fplendid  aftions,  as  occurred 
in  the  invafion  of  the  Turks,  while  the  Venetians 
were  her  mafters.  The  blockade  and  fiege  of  the 
city  of  Candia,  which  iafted  without  intermiflion 
for  twenty-four  years,  and  coft  the  Turks  near 
200,000  men,  whll  fuffice  to  carry  her  name  down 
\yith  honor  to  the  lateft  pofterity.  The  ifland  of 
Milo  appeared,  at  the  fame  time,  ahead  ^ and 
Anti-Milo  and  Falconera,  on  our  larboard  bow. 
The  firft,  was  the  Melos  of  Strabo,  and  pofieffes 
one  of  the  fafeft  and  largeft  harbors  in  the  Levant. 
It  is  ftill  referred  to  for  its  flavorous  wines  ■,  and 
produces  large  quantities  of  iron,  fulphur,  alum 
and  fait.  The  Venetians  were  long  mailers  of  this 
ifland,  and  fince  the  Turks  took  it,  the  Greek  in- 
habitants have  been  under  little  reftraint.  The 
females,  are  faid,  at  this  day  to  equal  their  mo- 
thei'S,  in  their  liberality  towards  mariners,  who  arc 
driven  by  ftorms  to  take  refuge  in  their  port ; a 
mode  of  condu6l,  which,  perhaps,  might  have  af- 
forded Homer  the  idea  of  his  Calypfo.  But  Ar- 
gentiera,  called  fo  from  its  fiver  mines  (antiently 
Cimolus)  is  ftill  more  notorious  for  the  licentiouf- 
nefs  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  entirely  females,  ex- 
cept a prieft  or  two,  who  give  them  abfolution 
from  their  fns.  This  ifland  is  near  Milo,  and 
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feems  to  be  a general  feraglio,  if  travellers  arc  to 
be  credited,  for  the  mariners  of  the  Levant ; who 
are-  bound  to  leave  their  offspring  for  the  benefit  of 
the  mothers.  The  boys  at  an  early  age  are  fent  to 
fea  i and  the  girls,  in  due  time,  fupply  the  places  of 
their  virtuous  parents  ! — About  noon  it  grew  hazy, 
and  the  wind  lEifted  to  the  S.  W.  This  obliged  us 
to  haul  up  to  the  N.  E.  and  E.  N.  E.  In  the  af- 
ternoon we  plainly  faw  the  iflands  of  Policandro 
and  Nio  (antiently  Jos)  ahead;  and  on  our  lar- 
board beam,  Argentiera  and  Moligo  began  to 
make  their  appearance.  We  were  now  in  the  lati- 
tude of  36°  40'  N.  lat.  and  the  weather  begin- 
ning to  thicken,  and  the  wind  to  encreafe,  the  cap- 
tain took  in  fail  at  funfet ; and  about  eight  o’clock 
hove  the  veffel  to,  that  he  might  keep  his  ground, 
or  run  into  the  neareft  port,  in  cafe  of  the  wind 
remaining  perverfe.  The  veffel  pitched  fo  violently 
during  the  night,  that  it  was  impoHible  for  the 
paffengers  to  fleep.  Pier  head  was  to  the  eaft 
v.'hile  file  lay  to,  and  at  day-break  of  the  4th  of 
February,  we  fet  fail  again  with  the  wind  from 
N.  N.W. 

The  veffel  ftood  N.  E.  by  E.  At  nine  o’clock 
came  up  with  the  iflands  of  Strongile,  Spolico,  An- 
tiparos  and  Paros.  Paros,  which  yet  retains  its 
antient  name,  though  very  fmall,  was  one  of  the 
moft  celebrated-of  the  Cyclades.  Notfo  much  for 
its  natural  produdlions,  if  its  marble  be  excepted, 
as  for  its  having  given  birth  to  thofe  fathers  of 
fculpture,  Phidias  and  Praxiteles ! Monuments  of 
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their  genius  have  been  difcovered  by  the  moderns, 
and  brought  away  to  adorn  diftant  cities.  The 
Englifh  have  themfelves  profited  by  the  facrilege 
offered  to  the  Pagan  temples  of  Paros ; whence 
the  chronicles  of  the  ifland  were  brought,  and  pre- 
fented  to  the  Univerficy  of  Oxford  by  Lord  Arun- 
del in  1667.  Hence  it  was  called  the  Arundelian 
marble.  It  contains  the  moft  noted  epochas  during 
a courfe  of  300  years,  and  was  cut  at  Paros  163 
years  before  Chrifl.  About  two  P.  M.  Naxia 
bore  about  a league  W.  N.  W.  of  us.  This  was 
the  antient  Naxos,  and  maintains  its  rank  at  this 
hour  in  the  Cyclades,  for  the  fertility  of  the  foil, 
and  the  reputation  of  its  anceftor,  the  God  of  Wine. 
Though  without  an  harbor,  the  natives  are  faid  to 
carry  on  a great  trade  in  grain,  oil,  cotton,  filk,  and 
wine.  Though  under  the  fovereignty  of  the  Turks, 
there  are  many  Greek  bifhopricks  in  this  and  the 
other  i (lands.  There  was  incelfant  rain  durins;  the 
day,  attended  with  fudden  gufts  of  wind.  Before 
funfet  we  ran  by  the  little,  and  rocky  ifland  of 
Raconn,  or  Raclia.  In  truth,  moft  of  the  ifles  we 
have  paired,  exhibit  but  a fteril  appearance,  except 
Paros,  to  which  we  were  near  enough  to  difeover 
villages  and  cultivated  lands,  and  the  caftle  of  the 
town,  on  the  top  of  an  hill  near  the  fhore.  Their 
cliffs  are  wlute,  and  evince  the  propriety  of  Ho- 
race’s exprcffion  fulgentes  Cycladas.  Stood  S.  E. 
by  E.  and  before  midnight,  paffed  the  ifland  of 
Moryopillo.  Nanfio,  by  our  reckoning,  being  two 
leagues  off  our  lee-bow.  This  ifland  is  barren  and 
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fcarce  of  water,  but  ftill  affords  wax  and  honey. 
The  ruins  of  a temple  of  Apollo  are  yet  to  be  lecn 
on  it,  according  to  late  accounts. 

We  had  heavy  rain  and  a continuance  of  the 
■wind  during  the  night  of  the  4th  of  February. 
The  day  of  the  5th  broke  very  dark  and  hazy. 
Stampalia  (olim  Aftypalsea)  a fmall,  deferted  ifle, 
bore  on  our  weather-beam,  and  feveral  iflands 
ahead,  and  on  our  lee-bow.  The  obfcurenefs  of 
the  weather  preventing  our  being  otherwife  certain 
of  our  fituation,  than  as  our  own  chart  diredled,  an 
high  difpnte  arofe  between  our  captain  and  pilot 
on  this  head : the  former  infifting,  that  we  were 
much  more  to  the  fouth,  viz.  amid  the  ifles  of 
Placa,  and  the  latter,  that  we  were  off  Stampalia. 
As  thefe  ignorant  people  neither  take  obfervations, 
nor  heave  the  log,  by  which  a reckoning  may  be 
kept,  the  veirel’s  courfe  was  the  only  guide  for  the 
navigator  in  fuch  weather  j and,  according  to  our 
judgment  of  this  matter,  the  pilot  was  right.  We 
Tided  therefore  with  him,  and  were  juftified  by  the 
event.  But  this  did  not  leflen  the  danger  we  had 
incurred  by  fuch  unfkilfulnefs  ; or  excufe  the  ftate, 
that  fuffers  even  their  trading  craft  to  be  com- 
manded by  Sclavonians,  who  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
deftitute  of  the  rudiments  of  navigation  ! It  is  true, 
that  the  Venetian  veffels  ufually  make  fummer 
.voyages  j which  render  Ihipwrecks  lefs  common, 
than  they  would  otherwife  inevitably  prove,  and 
are  the  means  of  their  ignorance  efcaping  the  lafli 
of  the  law.  If  phyficians  are  forbidden  to  pradtife 
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in  civilized  nations,  without  certificates  of  their 
ability,  how  much  more  necefTary  is  it  to  provide 
for  the  fkill  of  mafters  of  vefTels,  on  whofe  condudt 
the  lives  of  multitudes  immeediately  depend  ? About 
noon,  however,  the  day  clearing  up,  we  found  our- 
felves  clofe  on  the  little  ifland  of  St.  John  ; and 
difeovered  the  ifle  of  Stanchio  on  our  weather- 
bow.  This  is  the'Longo  of  the  Italians,  and  the 
Cos  of  the  antients.  It  is  of  fome  extent,  and 
yields  rich  wines  under  the  Turks;  though  its 
chief  recommendation  of  old,  was  its  temple,  dedi- 
cated to  Efculapius,  and  its  being  the  birth-place 
of  Hippocrates  and  Apelles  ! In  the  afternoon  we 
faw  Pifeope  (olim  Telus)  ahead,  and  Scarpanto 
and  other  iflands  on  our  lee.  Scarpanto  was  the 
antient  Carpathus,  and  one  of  the  Sporades,  or 
fcattered  ifles,  that  contributed  to  the  revenues  of 
the  temple  of  Delos.  It  lies  out  in  the  fea,  raid- 
way  between  Candia  and  Rhodes  ; and,  being  pro- 
vided with  good  harbors,  affords  refuge  to  veffcls, 
that  are  overtaken  with  ftorms  in  that  quarter.  It 
is  thefe  harbors  alone,  for  which  the  Archipelago  is 
fo  famous,  that  render  the  fea  navigable  for  veffels 
commanded  like  our  own.  The  knowledge  of  them, 
and  the  apprehenfion  of  the  long  coaft  of  Candia 
proving  a lee-fliore,  induced  our  captain  to  run 
amongft  the  Cyclades  ; and  while  it  gratified  us  with 
the  fight  of  many  iflands  familiar  to  our  reading,  (hew- 
ed the  only  inftance  of  experience  or  prudence,  which 
our  captain  betrayed  during  the  voyage.  The  gale 
encreafed  from  the  north,  and  the  day  clearing  (till 
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more,  we  faw  Rhodes  ahead.  The  vefTel’s  head 
was  then  put  S.  E.  by  E.  and  the  wind  coming 
round  to  N.  W.  we  ftood  on  Cinder  an  cafy  fail,  at 
the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour. 

While  we  ran  by  the  famous  ifland  of  Rhodes,  I 
recalled,  with  pleafure,  the  various  events  of  antient 
and  modern  date,  which  have  rendered  it  fo  often 
the  fubjedl  of  the  poet  and  hiftorian.  The  Coloffus 
of  the  Sun,  though  efteemed  one  of  the  wonders  of 
the  world,  did  not,  however,  diftinguifh  this  ifland 
fo  much,  as  the  valor  and  zeal  of  the  knights  of 
Jerufalem,  who  having  taken  it  from  the  Saracens 
in  1309,  maintained  it  againfl:  the  force  of  the  Ot- 
toman empire,  until  it  was  betrayed  to  Solyman  II. 
in  1523,  after  he  had  been  repulfed  from  the  fiege 
of  the  capital.  The  Turks  are  thought  to  know 
the  value  of  this  ifland,  and  ufe  it  as  a ftation  for 
their  fleet.  The  city  of  Rhodes  is  yet  flrong,  and 
capable  of  making  a good  defence,  as  late  travel- 
lers obferve  ; which,  if  true,  is  more  than  any  city 
in  Turkey  vvhich  I have  had  the  fortune  to  fee,  is 
in  a condition  to  achieve.  Faded  is  the  reputation 
of  thefe  once  enchanted  lands.  Could  our  Pope  in 
this  age,  have  faid,  with  his  Horace, 

“ J.audahiint  alii  claram  Rhodon  aut  Mityleneriy 
Aut  E-pheJiim^  bimarijve  Corinthi 
Mmiay  vel  Baccho  ThebaSy  vel  Apolline  DelphoSy 
InfigneSy  aut  ^hejjala  TtempeJ' 

T I.  Od.  vli. 
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On  the  6th  of  February  at  day- break  we  faw 
the  mountains  of  Caramania,  bearing  N.  N.  E.  of 
us.  The  vehel,  by  our  account,  ran  fixty  miles 
during  the  preceding  night ; and  we  continued  to 
{land  S.  E.  for  Cyprus  at  a conliderable  rate.  This 
was  the  longeft  ftretch  we  had  made,  from  one  land 
to  another  ; and,  fituated  as  we  were,  our  fatisfac- 
tion  was  not  unnatural  to  find,  that  the  morning  of 
the  yth  of  February  had  brought  us  in  view  of  the 
N.  W.  extremity  of  Cyprus,  which  1 take  to  be  the 
promontory  of  Acamas.  Cape  Baffb,  at  the  fame 
time,  bore  off  our  lee-bow,  at  the  diftance  of  eight 
or  nine  leagues.  I'his  is  the  fpot  where  the  temple 
of  Venus  in  the  antient  Paphos,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  flood.  There  is  a large  town  here,  and  tra- 
vellers have  difcovered  fome  ruins  that  counte- 
nance the  opinion.  Tov/ards  noon  we  faw  Cape 
Blanco,  and  at  funfet.  Cape  De  Gatte,  the  moft 
fouthern  end  of  the  ifland,  which  we  paffed  about 
eleven  o’clock  at  night. 

The  wind  died  away  before  day-light  of  the  8th 
of  February.  Cape  De  Gatte  was  a few  leagues 
aftern,  and  the  town  of  Lernica  at  a confiderable 
diftance  ahead.  The  wind  frefhening  from  the 
land,  we  ran  along  the  coaft  until  noon,  when  we 
came  abreaft  of  Lernica,  Cape  Grego  bearing  about 
ten  leagues  E.  The  wind  veering  to  N.  E.  the 
captain  began  . to  tack  the  veffcl ; and  we  then 
found  his  intention  was  to  get  into  the  road.  As 
this  was  contrary  to  our  intereft  and  his  engage- 
ments, 
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ments,  we  remonftrated  (Irongly,  againft  the  mea- 
fure.  We  even  threatened  to  complain  to  the  Ve- 
netian conful  at  Lernica,  of  his  mifcondud ; but 
he  continued  to  infift  on  the  necelTity  of  procuring 
a frefli  pilot,  to  carry  us  to  Latichea ; and  our  en- 
deavors to  prevent  this  delay,  were  refilled  by  un- 
feeling infolence  and  brutality.  At  four  P.  M.  the 
velTel  call  anchor  about  a mile  from  the  Marino  ; 
and  my  companions  and  I went  alhore  in  the  even- 
ing, and  arrived  before  dark  at  Mr.  Devizen,  the 
Englifh  conful’s  houfe,  which  ftands  in  Lernica. 
Here,  to  our  great  furprize,  we  found  Mr.  William 
Burke,  a gentleman,  who  had  left  London  for 
Aleppo  about  five  weeks  before  us,  by  the  way  of 
Marfeilles  and  Naples.  He  was  furnifhed  with  a 
palTport  from  the  French  minifter,  to  protedl  him 
from  the  enemy’s  cruizers ; but,  alas  ! he  had  not 
fecured  himfelf  from  all  the  dangers  of  the  fea  ; for 
a pilot,  which  his  velTel  took  in  at  Lernica,  run 
her  on  a rock  off  Famagulla,  on  the  S.  E.  fhore, 
fix  weeks  before  our  arrival ! He  was  Hill  lucky 
enough  to  fave  his  baggage  from  the  wreck  ; though 
the  detention  for  a conveyance  to  Syria,  had  been 
not  very  agreeable  to  him. 

The  iHand  of  Cyprus,  fo  renowned  of  old  for  its 
beautiful  afpefl  and  fertile  foil,  exhibits  at  prefent, 
little  but  dreary  and  uncultivated  trails  of  land. 
This  extraordinary  change  appears  to  be,  as  much 
owing  to  the  want  of  inhabitants,  as  to  the  oppref- 
fion  of  the  Turks.  The  35“  of  N.  latitude  runs 

through 
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through  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  which  is  no  lefs 
than  150  miles  long,  and  30  broad,  on  a me- 
dium. At  the  lowed:  computation,  this  extent  of 
territory  would  require  a million  of  fouls  to  do  it 
jultice.  What  then  was  my  aftonifhment  to  learn, 
that  the  aftual  number  did  not  exceed  forty  thou- 
fand  ! Of  thefe  about  ten  thoufand  are  Tiirki fn 
officers  and  foldiers  j fo  that  the  remaining  thirty 
thoufand  muft  fuffice  for  all  the  purpofes  of  tillage 
and  manufa6lure.  Hence,  her  produfts  are  pro- 
portionably  decreafed,  and  her  trade  in  a manner 
deftroyed.  Her  raw  filk,  cotton,  wine,  and  fait, 
wffiich  are  ftill  of  a fuperior  kind,  are  all  that  is  now 
exported  from  a mart,  v/hich  fo  late  as  the  Venetian 
times,  annually  loaded  four  hundred  veflels  with 
fait  alone  ! And  debilitated  as  ffie  is,  her  ruin 
would  be  foon  completed,  did  not  the  efforts  of  the 
European  ftates,  continue  to  afford  her  a languid 
exifbence.  The  Englifh,  fmee  the  commencement 
of  the  prefent  war,  have  withdrawn  their  aid.  The 
Dutch  are  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation  ; and  the 
French  by  intervals  only,  carry  a necefftry,  though 
precarious  relief.  On  the  Venetian  flipping  the 
ifland  more  particularly  depends.  Thefe  maintain 
their  ufual  correfpondence  with  her  ; and,  freighted, 
either  on  their  own  or  on  foreign  account,  ferve  to 
defer  the  extinftion  of  a commerce,  which,  with  the 
ifland  itfelf,  was  wrefted  from  the  hands  of  the  re- 
public, by  the  prefent  poffeffors. 

The  only  commercial  port  in  Cyprus  is  thatofLer- 
nica.  Here  the  different  confuls  refide  ; which,  from 


Its 


LETTER  IV. 


240 

its  unhealthy  fituation  between  two  fait  lakes,  cannot 
be  otherwife  accounted  for.  This  territory  takes 
its  name  from  that  produftion,  and  is  called  Salines, 
Between  the  Marino  and  the  town,  is  an  unequal 
fpace  of  ground,  of  about  a mile  fquare  j where 
the  foundations  of  an  antient  city  are  every  where 
to  be  traced.  Hiftorians  are  much  divided  about 
its  name  ; and  though  fome  travellers  fuppofe  it  to 
have  been  the  Salamis,  built  by  Teucer,  of  which 
Horace  fays 

“ Ambiguam  tellure  nova  Salamina  futuram^' 

we  fhould  remark,  that  the  towns  of  Salina  and 
Famagufta  on  the  fame  coaft,  difpute  the  honor  of 
this  origin.  Thefe  ruins  continue  at  this  day,  to 
fupply  the  natives  with  marble  and  ftone ; which 
indicate  no  fmall  magnificence  and  note  in  the  city, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  title.  I vifited  the 
place  myfelf,  and  defcended  into  feveral  fubterra- 
neous  apartments,  where  they  had  been  raifing 
ftones.  The  walls  of  the  town  are  ftill  vifible  on 
the  land-fide ; and  are  well  worthy  the  infpedion 
of  the  antiquary. 

But  thefe  are  not  the  only  remains,  from  which 
the  antient  ftrength  and  riches  of  Cyprus  are  to  be 
deduced.  From  its  firft  conqueft  by  Cyrus,  when 
governed  by  nine  fovereigns,  to  its  fubjedtion  by 
the  Ptolomies  of  Egypt,  it  cut  a very  confiderable 
figure  in  the  old  world  j and  was  vifited  with  avi- 
dity, by  the  votaries  of  commerce  as  well  as  plea- 
5 fure. 
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Eire.  Nor  do  the  Romans  appear  to  have  ne- 
glefted  fo  valuable  an  acquifition,  when  they  dif- 
patched  fuch  a charafler  as  Cato,  to  take  pofl'elTion 
of  the  treafures  of  the  ifland.  There  is  little  doubt 
of  its  decline  during  the  latter  ages  of  the  weftern 
empire ; and  it  was,  perhaps,  owing  to  the  fudden 
conqueft,  which  our  Richard  the  Firftmade  of  it,  to 
revenge  an  injury  he  received  there  on  his  way  to 
Paleftine,  that  the  Cypriots  are  indebted  for  the 
gleam  of  profperity,  which  attended  them  during 
the  reign  of  the  houfe  of  Luyfignan.  To  thefe  the 
Venetians  fucceeded  •,  and  though  their  reign  was 
fliort,  the  cities  and  ports  of  the  ifland  yet  difplay 
the  liberal  fpirit,  and  magnificent  tafte  of  that  na- 
tion. Nicofia,  or  Leucofia,  the  capital — which  is 
fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  and  in  a line 
with  Lernica  — was  embellifhed  by  them,  with 
{lately  palaces  and  churches  ; and  Famagufla,  or 
Hamacoftos,  was  rendered  fo  flrong  a fortification, 
that  their  gallant  general,  Antonio  Bragadino, 
made  a furprizing  defence  againft  a very  fuperior 
enemy.  The  place  furrendered,  however,  from 
want  of  relief ; and  the  ifland  was  reduced  to  the 
power  of  the  Turkifli  fultan,  Solyman  II.  in  ann. 
Dom.  1571.  The  revolution  occafioned  by  this 
change  of  mailers,  can  only  be  conceived  by  thofe, 
who  have  travelled  into  the  Turkifh  dominions. 
The  capital,  from  ncgle6l  of  commerce,  and  being 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Turks,  is  become  poor  and 
wretched  j and  the  once  impregnable  Famagufla, 
Is  now  difmantled,  and  untenanted,  except  by  about 
••  VoL.  II.  R feven 
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feven  families,  who  have  built  themfelves  huts 
among  the  ruins  ! The  whole  Turkifh  force  is 
kept  at  Nicofia,  and  is  infufRcient  to  preferve  the 
iiland  againft  a fpirited  attack.  Three  hundred 
horfe,  and  two  thoufand  Janifaries,  are  known  to 
be  the  whole  of  an  army,  that  is  reckoned  to  amount 
to  ten  thoufand  men  and  little  reliance  could  be 
placed  on  the  afliftance  of  an  opprelTed,  and  dif- 
afFedted  people,  o|i  fuch  an  occafion. 

I had  an  opportunity  of  converfing  with  a very 
fenfible  and  intelligent  young  man,  on  the  fubjedt 
before  me.  He  is  the  fan  of  a Signior  Caparari, 
who  was  thirty  years  Venetian  conful  at  Alexandria 
and  Cyprus,  and  left  confidcrable  pofieffions  on 
this  ifland,  to  his  family.  The  fons  of  this  gentle- 
man are  the  Cancellieri  of  their  nation,  and  their 
fituation  and  good  cha rafters  give  undoubted  cre- 
dit to  their  intelligence.  The  young  man  in  quef- 
tion  affured  me,  that  he  knew  of  mines  of  gold  and 
filver,  and  precious  flones,  which  the  Turks  had 
fliut  up,  fince  their  conqueft  of  the  ifland ; and 
that,  from  the  records  of  his  own  family,  he  was 
acquainted  with  different  hoards  of  treafure,  that 
had  been  buried  by  the  Venetians  during  the  inva- 
fion  of  the  Turks,  The  reafon  that  he  could  not 
benefit  by  this  information,  was  no  myflery  to  one, 
familiar  with  the  genius  of  the  Turkifh  govern- 
ment. Confidence  mull  be  fomewhere  repofed  on 
fuch  an  occafion  ; and,  efpecially,  if  the  fearch,  as 
in  this  cafe,  was  to  be  made  in  a fortified  city.  On 
the  leaft  intimation,  that  a man  has  turned  up^the 
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ground  in  fearch  of  treafure,  the  government  lay? 
hold  of  the  offender  j and,  whether  he  has  fucceed- 
cd  or  not  in  his  views,  calls  on  him  for  fiich  a fum, 
by  way  of  reftitution,  as  his  priv^^te  fortune  is  com- 
puted to  be  able  to  difcharge.  Thus  the  attempt 
is  attended  with  imminent  ruin  j and  the  profpedt 
of  reward,  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  danger 
that  is  incurred.  A Ihort  anecdote  in  point  will 
elucidate  the  fadl. 

The  cpnful  above-mentioned,  among  other  fa? 
mily  records  pofTefled  one,  which  pointed  out  the 
particular  fpot,  where  was  depofired  a pheft,  con- 
taining 100,000  zechins  *.  Lie  revolved  the  mat- 
ter for  fome  years  in  his  mind  ; and  having  at 
length  fome  intimacy  with  the  governor  of  Ni- 
cofia,  he  refolved  to  entruft  him  v/ith  the  fecret,  on 
condition  of  dividing  a treafure,  of  which  he  could 
no  otherwife  partake  himfelf.  The  Turk,  as  he 
expected,  embraced  the  propofition  ; and,  binding 
himfelf  to  give  Signior  Caparari  a moiety  of  the 
contents,  privately  fepc  his  domeftics  to  fearch  for 
the  chert.  It  was  found,  as  the  notice  cjiredted ;; 
and  its  contepts  exadlly  correfponded  therewith. 
The  Turk  was  hpneft  enough  to  adyife  the  con- 
ful  of  his  fuccefs  3 and  would,  to  all  appearance, 
have  pe^-formed  his  engagement — when,  lo  ! the 
next  day  brought  an  account,  of  his  having  been 
liiddenly  difparched  by  poifon  3 and  his  family  an4 
treafures  embarked  for  Conflantihople ! The  cir- 

* About  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fteiling. 
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cumflances  of  this  adventure  have  never  been  ex- 
plained j though  the  fufpicion  of  treachery  has. 
been  fixed  on  the  domeftics,  and  fuccefibr  of  the 
deceafed  governor ; who  doubtlefs,  rendered  his 
fervices  agreeable  to  the  Porte,  by  the  peace-olfer- 
ing  of  fo  confiderable  a treafure.  Its  untoward 
fequel,  however,  which  feemingly  occafioned  the 
death  of  the  Turk,  and  might  have  involved  the 
conlul  in  equal  danger,  prevented  him  from  enter- 
ing into  others  of  the  fame  nature  j and  has  pre- 
ferved,  undifturbed,  the  remaining  hoards  of  trea- 
fure, of  which  his  family  are  afeertained. 

Struck  with  the  reputed  richnefs  of  the  foil,  the 
romantic  face  of  the  country,  and  the  falubrity  of 
the  air  in  mofi:  parts  of  the  ifiand,  except  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  Salines,  I revolved  in  my  thoughts,  the 
pofiibility  of  a man  laying  out  a rhoderate  fortune 
to  advantage  there.  Nor,  did  the  fmall  number  of 
Turks,  and  the  comparative  mildnefs  of  their  go- 
vernment to  what  is  experienced  on  the  continent, 
fail  to  ftrengthen  this  opinion.  I fuggefted  the 
idea  to  the  young  Venetian  I fpoke  of,  with  the 
warmth  of  a perfon,  who  felt  happy  in  having 
darted  a new  projedt.  But  my  enthufiafm  was 
foon  cooled.  I underftood,  that  his  father  had, 
early  in  life  adopted  this  notion.  That,  polfeffing 
by  inheritance  and  purchafe,  a landed  property  of 
confiderable  extent,  he  had  endeavored  to  remedjr 
the  want  of  hands  on  his  eftate,  by  encouraging 
Greeks  from  the  Archipelago  to  fettle  thereon. 
Thar,  at  one  time,  and  at  a great  expence,  he  had 
5 tranfported 
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•tranfported  thither,  feven  families  from  the  other 
iflands.  The  effort,  however,  had  failed  of  the  de- 
fired  effedl:.  From  the  example  of  the  indolent 
natives,  and  the  impofitions  of  the  government, 
thefe  emigrants  foon  loft,  what  little  induftry  they 
had  brought  with  them ; and  by  degrees,  forfook 
him,  or  became  a burthen  on  the  eftate.  The  land, 
unable  to  bear  the  growing  tax  on  its  fertility,  is 
again  reduced  to  an  impoverifhed  ftate,  and  yields 
little  or  no  income  to  the  pofleiTor.  With  all  de- 
ference to  the  fpirited  undertaking  I have  quoted, 
it  might  be,  that  the  failure  arofe  from  other 
caufes,  than  have  been  affigned.  Emigrants  of  all 
countries  carry  with  them  a reftlefs  difpofition  ; 
although,  like  the  convidts  which  continually  re- 
cruited America,  they  are  not  forced  to  a diftanc 
lliore  againft  their  inclinations.  If  difcipline  and 
proper  treatment  have  rendered  outcafts  ufeful,  and 
moral  members  of  fociety,  might  not  the  difap- 
pointment  and  lofs  of  the  enterprizing  conful,  be 
partly  imputed,  to  his  being  unconverfant  with  the 
fcheme  he  had  formed,  or  too  lenient  to  thofe, 
whofe  indolence  and  defedlion  deferved  other  treat- 
ment ? I knew,  that  in  this  refpedt,  the  T urks  rarely 
interfered.  That  every  man  was  abfolute  over  his 
Chriftian  dependants ; and,  exclufive  of  a capita- 
tion tax,  was  free  from  all  other  tribute  whatever. 
From  this,  it  is  true,  the  merchant  muft  be  except- 
ed, who  often  experiences  difagreeable  occurrences, 
from  the  tribe  of  informers,  and  the  corrupt  admi- 
iliftration  of  the  Turks  ; which  the  interpofition  of 
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his  conful,  and  a fmall  bribe,  however,  generallj^ 
adjuft. 

If  fuch  were  my  fentiments  of  the  matter,  I had 
foon  caufe  to  fniile  at  my  own  prefumption,  and  to 
fubfcribe  fully  to  the  experience  of  the  Venetian 
confuh  I learnt^  that  an  Englilh  merchant,  who 
had  fpertt  moft  of  his  life  in  the  Greek  iflands,  re- 
folved  to  make  a purchafe  in  Cyprus,  and  to  end  his 
days  in  fo  fine  a climate.  It  was  about  the  middle 
of  the  prefent  century,  that  he  came  to  Cyprus, 
with  a fum,  reckoned  at  twenty  thoufand  pounds, 
to  put  his  fcheme  into  execution.  Land  was  not 
difficult  to  be  procured,  nor  houfes  to  be  built, 
with  fuch  means  in  his  hands i A town  and  coun- 
try refidence  were  foOn  prepared  for  his  reception  ; 
'and  the  land  tilled  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  to  afford  a 
larger  return  to  the  owner,  than  had  been  remem- 
bered by  the  oldeft  inhabitant*  This  aufpicious 
beginning  led  him  to  further  improvement,  and  to 
a more  expenfive  mode  of  life.  His  doors  were 
thrown  open  to  ftrangersj  and  his  roofs  daily  re- 
founded with  feftivity.  The  Turkiffi  government, 
which  had  been  either  inattentive  to  his  progrefs, 
or,  perhaps,  admitted  of  it  for  their  own  advantage, 
now  thought  fit  to  difturb  his  golden  dream,  by 
demanding  a moiety  of  his  profits,  fince  he  fettled 
on  the  ifiand,  and  that  at  a fiiborned  eftimate  of  the 
produce  ! The  extravagance  and  fuddennefs  of  the 

claim  threatened  the  merchant  with  certain  ruinl 

; 

He  well  knew  how  inexorable  were  the  harpies, 
who  held  him  in  their  talons  j and  he  was  content 

to 
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to  refign  his  fleece  for  the  prefervation  of  his  fkin. 
The  payment,  however,  was  far  beyond  what  his 
coffers  could  fupply ; and,  with  great  privacy,  he 
mortgaged  the  principal  part  of  his  lands,  to  fatisfy 
the  avarice  of  power.  To  prevent  fufpicion,  he 
plunged  into  more  luxurious  pleafures,  and  invited, 
on  a certain  day,  the  merchants  of  every  nation,  to 
a magnificent  entertainment  at  his  country  feat, 
near  the  fea-coaft.  His  creditors  were  among  the 
number  of  his  guefts  ; and  were,  no  doubt,  ftruck 
With  the  politenefs  and  fplendor  of  their  hoft.  The 
delicious  wines  of  Greece  circulated  freely ; and 
‘ foft  Lydian  meafures  ’ infpired  the  youthful  to 
keep  the  dance  alive,  until  the  ‘ garifh  day  ’ broke 
upon  their  mirth  3 when  lo  ! to  the  aftonifliment  of 
all — the  mafter  of  the  revels  was  miffing,  and  could 
not  be  found  throughout  his  fpacious  domain.  His 
aftonifhed  creditors  were  the  firft  to  fufpeft  the 
device,  and  it  appeared,  on  a further  enquiry,  that  a 
fmall  veflel  was  feen  hovering  about  the  fhore  on 
the  evening  of  the  feaft,  on  which  the  ill-fated  mer- 
chant was  fuppofed  to  have  embarked,  while  his 
guefts  were  in  the  height  of  the  pleafures  he  had 
provided.  Ill-fated  ! let  me  call  him  3 as  he  was 
never  heard  of  from  that  hour  3 and  whether  capti- 
vity by  pirates,  or  a watery  death  was  his  lot,  his 
deceit  may  be  not  wholly  without  an  apology  3 if 
we  confider  the  unjuft  rapacity  of  the  Turks,  that 
drove  him  to  fuch  an  extremity : and  though  the 
circumftances  of  his  efcape  have  fomething  ludi- 
crous at  firft  fight,  it  may  be  queflioned  by  moft  of 
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my  readers,  I hope,  whether  they  ever  experienced 
a pang  more  fevere  than  this  bankrupt,  when  he 
put  his  foot  into  the  boat,  that  was  to  bear  him 
•from  the  feftivity  of  his  own  manfion  ! 

Not  that  the  property  of  Britifli  fubjedts  is  to  be, 
at  all  times,  invaded  with  impunity,  under  the  moft 
defpotic  government.  The  prefent  war — when  the 
king’s  cruifers  are  not  even  feen  in  the  Levant,  and 
all  commerce  has  been  Ihut  up  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Turkey — has  afforded  a brilliant  inftance 
of  the  fuccefsful  fpirit  of  an  individual  of  our  na- 
tion, afferting  his  own  and  the  public  rights  againft 
Turkifh  opprefTion.  A privateer  from  the  port  of 
Dublin,  who  had  made  many  rich  captures  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  was  become  the  terror  of  the 
French  commerce,  from  the  gallantry  and  perfe- 
verance  of  the  captain  and  crew,  brought  a French 
prize  into  Lernica,  a fhort  time  preceding  our  ar- 
rival. Several  chefts  of  treafure  were  landed,  and 
lodged  for  fecurity,  in  the  Britifli  conful’s  houfe, 
with  the  view,  probably,  of  remitting  the  amount 
by  bills  of  exchange.  The  landing  of  the  treafure 
got  wind,  and,  awakening  the  avarice  of  the  gover- 
nor, a claim  was  foon  trumpt  up  for  the  chefts,  as 
being  freighted  by  the  Turks  on  a French  bottom. 
No  diredt  proof  was  attempted  to  be  given  of  the 
fadt  j but  the  conful  knowing  the  difpofition  and 
•power  of  the  claimants,  fent  in  hafte  for  the  cap- 
tain, to  remove  the  money  from  the  fadtory.  The 
fummons  was  quickly  obeyed,  but  not  previous  to 
the  governor’s  vifit  to  the  confurs  houfe,  where  the 
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parties  unexpectedly  met.  The  conference  and 
ilTue  of  the  bufmefs  were  however  fpeedily  deter- 
mined : as  foon  as  the  Ton  of  Neptune  underftood 
the  nature  of  the  demand  on  his  hard-earned  har- 
veft,  he  gave  a loofe  to  the  ftorm  that  agitated  his 
bofom.  Numerous  and  rude  were  the  epithets, 
which  he  beftowed  on  the  pacha  furrounded  by 
his  guards.  A thoufand  defiances  did  he  make  to 
the  power  and  refolution  of  the  Turk  ; and  as  many 
menaces  of  blowing  the  caftle  of  Lernica  about  his 
ears  1 It  was,  perhaps,  fortunate  for  the  tar,  that 
this  was  delivered  in  a language  unknown  to  his 
antagonift ; and  the  interpreter  was  afraid  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  abufe  poured  on  him ; which 
might  have  made  him  recolleft,  that  the  author  of 
it  commanded  a frigate  only  of  twenty-four  guns  ! 
Though  the  truth  was  difguifed,  the  Turk  gathered 
fufRcient  from  the  geftures  and  voice  of  tire  en- 
raged Hibernian,  to  perceive  the  firmnefs  and  deci- 
fion  of  a charadler,  fo  new  to  him.  He  fullenly 
refigned  the  claim ; but  advifed  the  conful,  in 
friendfhip,  to  get  rid,  as  foon  as  pofTible,  of  fuch  a 
vifitor.  The  conful  (from  whom  I had  the  flory) 
appears  to  have  been  equally  rejoiced  at  the  de- 
parture of  the  triumphant  captain  j for  whofe  te- 
merity he  apprehended  fome  refentment  at  lead:, 
from  the  populace,  which  is  often  directed  againfl 
the  fadory  of  the  perfon  who  has  offended  them. 

The  poverty  of  a people  commonly  produces 
abundant  markets,  and  reafonable  prices  for  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life.  No  where  are  provifions  better  or 
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iriore  plentiful,  than  at  Cyprus.  Her  coafts,  per- 
haps, from  unfkilful  fifhers,  do  not  at  prefent  afford 
large  fupplies  of  filh  ; but  her  woods  are  flocked 
with  quantities  of  game.  The  idea  of  woods  might 
not  be  fuggefled  by  the  face  of  the  country  towards 
the  fea  j but  the  fame  authority,  from  which  I have 
derived  my  general  information,  enables  me  to  fay, 
that  in  the  interior  parts,  there  are  flill  plantations 
of  oak  and  cedar,  which,  with  a little  attention, 
might  fupply  timber  for  the  repairs  of  a fleet.  The 
antients,  it  feems,  did  not  exaggerate,  in  their  de- 
fcriptions  of  this  ifland.  Horace’s  ‘ dileftam  Cy- 
pron  ’ yet  exifls  in  Cytherea,  a delicious  retreat  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Famagufla,  and  not  unworthy 
of  the  temple,  which  was  there  dedicated  to  the 
Goddefs  of  Love. 

It  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  to  quit  Cyprus, 
without  faying  a word  on  the  fubjeft,  for  which  that 
ifland  was  celebrated  of  old.  The  fuppofed  refl- 
dence  of  Venus,  and  the  land  on  which  numerous 
temples  were  raifed  to  her  honor,  could  not  but 
have  produced  obje6ts,  the  mofl  worthy  of  human 
idolatry.  Beauty  and  Love  went  hand  in  hand  in 
this  rendezvous  of  pleafure  ; and  the  votaries  of 
the  goddefs  paid  her  clofer  adoration,  in  the  perfons 
of  her  unrivalled  daughters.  Though  beauty  be 
but  an  annual  flower,  its  fpecies,  like  thofe  of  Na- 
ture’s humbler  growth,  is  fuccefllve  and  unperilha- 
ble.  The  cities  of  Greece  exhibit  nothing  at  pre- 
fent, but  heaps  of  ruins.  Her  glory  is  eclipfed ; 
her  very  language  has  failed!  But  the  beauty  of 
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her  women  ftill  affords  a gleam  of  fplendor,  like  the 
fofeened  light  of  the  fetting  fun.  An  Italian  gen- 
tlemen carried  our  company  to  vifit  a Greek  dam- 
fel,  whofe  beauty  was  much  fpoken  of.  I muff 
confefs,  that  I fhould  have  regretted  to  have  miffed 
a fight,  fo  worthy  of  obfervatlon.  We  look  at  fine 
pictures  and  ftatues,  with  an  enthufiafm,  that  is  en- 
creafed,  in  proportion  to  their  merit.  Here  the  fineff 
model  of  art — the  boaft  of  Phidias’  or  of  Titian’s 
hand — was  outdone.  The  figure  breathed  : the 
niceft  proportions  received  new  grace  from  mo- 
tion ; and  the  moft  regular  and  finifhed  fet  of  fea- 
tures imaginable,  were  animated  with  fpirit  and 
fenfibility.  The  firft  view  of  this  fair  Greek  re- 
called to  my  memory,  thofe  fpirited  lines  of  Wal- 
ler : 

“ Such  Helen  was — and  who  can  blame  the  hoy. 
Who  in  Jo  bright  a jlame  conjunid  his  'troy ! ” 

The  name  of  this  lady  is  Terefa  Vaneffa.  She  has 
a married  fifter,  who  might  be  efteemed  handfomc 
in  another  place.  They  refide  with  their  mother, 
who  is  fo  ordinary,  that  we  could  fcarce  give  credit 
to  her  having  produced  fuch  a pair.  More  than 
one  Engfifli  traveller,  have  been  captivated  by  diis 
uncelebrated  Vaneffa;  and,  though  he  had  not  the 
talent  to  write  verfes  to  her,  in  the  ftyle  of  the  poe- 
tical Cadenus,  an  officer,  who  fome  time  before  had 
left  Lernica,  with  a deeper  impreffion  of  her  charms 
than  he  was  aware  of,  rccolledted  himfelf  when  he 
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was  off  Baffo  j and  landing,  to  return  to  her,  made 
an  unexpcdled  and  laborious  journey  through  the  ^ 
ifland,  to  declare  the  paffion  with  which  he  was  in- 
fpired  ! Though  few  will  difpute  the  fuperior  proof, 
•which  our  fon  of  Mars  gave  of  his  fmcerity,  he 
defied  the  dangers  of  an  imtravelled  road,  and  the 
laugh  of  the  public,  in  vain  ! Vaneffa  frowned  on 
her  lover  ; and  he  returned — to  defpair ! I muff 
obferve,  that  her  ftature  is  above  the  middle  fize : 
•fo,  that  I would  advife  my  friend  Romney,  when  he 
wants  a new  model  for  a Venus,  to  vifit  Cyprus,  in 
order  to  improve  on  the  Venus  of  Medicis.  ^ 

As  our  ftay  at  Lernica  did  not  exceed  twenty- 
-four  hours,  we  had  no  opportunity  to  extend  our  \ 
vifits  beyond  the  town  itfelf,  which  contains  fome  ] 
good  houfes,  belonging  to  foreign  merchants.  .But  i 
what  more  particularly  attracted  my  notice,  was  a ' 
convent  of  friars,  whofe  buildings  and  gardens  were  ' 
extremely  regular  and  neat.  The  brothers  have 
been  bred  in  different  mechanical  profeffions ; fo 
that  in  the  improvement  of  their  houfe  or  land, 
they  hand  in  need  of  no  external  afllftance.  This 
knowledge,  with  their  poverty  and  humble  deport- 
ment, render  this  order  of  Chriftians  lefs  expofed 
than  others,  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  T urks ; though 
they  are  not  exempted  from  rapacity,  when  they 
have  the  means  to  awaken  it  in  their  tyrannical 
rulers. 

Though  our  remonftrances  had  not  prevented 
our  touching  at  Cyprus,  they  feemed  to  have  had 
'the  effed  with  our  Sclavonian,  of  fhortening  our 
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[lay.  He  came  to  us  on  the  evening  of  the  9th  to 
inform  us  of  his  readinefs  to  depart ; and  we  ac- 
cordingly followed  him  to  the  Marino,  accom- 
panied by  the  conful  and  Meffrs.  Burke  and 
Churchill,  who  had  politely  declined  our  offer,  to 
accommodate  them  in  our  velfel  to  Latichea,  on 
account  of  their  having  previoufly  accepted  of  a 
paflage  from  the  French  conful,  in  a merchantman 
of  his  own  nation.  As  there  was  a point  of  deli- 
cacy in  this  matter,  which  we  did  not  Vifhi  to  con- 
teft,  we  took  leave  of  our  friends,  after  agreeing  to 
pafs  the  defart  together,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
fpeedy  junCtion  at  Latichea.  We  accordingly 
thanked  the  conful  for  his  civil  reception,  and 
embarked  in  different  boats  for  our  veffels.  At 
nine  o’clock  the  anchor  was  weighed,  and  we  ftood 
along  the  coaft  under  an  eafy  fail.  Our  aftonifh- 
ment  was  great  when  we  found,  that  no  exchange 
had  been  made  of  pilots,  and  that  we  were  to  be 
carried  to  our  port  by  the  man,  whom  the  captain 
had  pronounced  to  be  entirely  ignorant  of  the  coaft 
of  Syria.  Excufes  were  made  us  for  the  difap- 
pointment  which  he  had  experienced  at  Lernica ; 
but  little  credit  was  now  given  to  his  intentions  or 
explanations  on  any  occafion.  We  needed  no  fur- 
ther proof' of  a Sclavonian’s  integrity;  and  we 
looked  forv/ard  with  anxiety  for  the  hour,  that  was 
to  divide  us  for  ever  from  fuch  fociety. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  loth  of  February,  we 
found  ourfelves  about  feven  leagues  from  Cyprus. 
Cape  Grego  on  our  ftarboard  quarter,  and  Cape 
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St.  Andre,  the  N.  E.  point  of  the  ifland,  on  our 
larboard.  The  ruins  of  Famagufta  being  direftly 
aftern.  The  wind  fall  blowing  from  the  north,  and 
the  weather  continuing  clear,  we  flood  for  the  coaft 
of  Syria,  as  high  as  we  could  lay  our  head,  and  ex^ 
pefled  to  make  Mount  Lebanon  the  next  morn- 
ing. There  were  light  airs  during  the  night,  and 
the  Frenchman,  to  our  furprize,  kept  aftern.  Nor 
were  we  difappointed.  The  coaft  of  Syria  bounded 
the  eaftern  horizon  at  day-break  of  the  i ith  of  Fe- 
bruary.' The  mountains  of  Baruti  were  to  the 
fouth,  Lebanon  ahead,  and  Tripoly  to  the  north. 
Baruti,  is  the  antient  Berytus,  which  the  Romans 
rebuilt  j and  it  was  greatly  favored  and  embelliftied 
by  Auguftus  and  Herod,  its  native  monarch.  It 
would  have  long  ago,  funk  into  obfcurity,  had  not 
the  liberality  and  tafte  of  its  laft  Emir — whom  the 
Turks,  with  great  difficulty,  expelled  in  the  laft 
century — left  elegant  buildings  and  gardens,  which 
have  commanded  the  admiration  of  every  travel- 
ler. Indeed,  the  natural  beauty  and  fertility  of  the 
country,  with  the  command  of  water  on  the  high 
ground,  feemed  only  to  require  induftry  and  inge- 
nuity, to  render  it,  what  it  is  faid  to  be.  Lebanon, 
or  Libanus,  is  too  well  known  to  require  notice 
here.  Tripoly,  with  the  reft,  ftands  in  the  antient 
Phoenicia,  a narrow  maritime  kingdom,  to  wffiofc 
inhabitants  are  attributed  tho  inyention  pf  letters, 
and  the  arts  of  navigation  and  aftronomy.  Tripoly 
is  lituated  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Lebanon,  and  is 
much  admired  by  Europeans — who  have,  for  the 
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inoft  part,  confuls  here — for  the  beauty  of  its  fub- 
iirbs,  and  the  lalubrity  of  the  air.  A calm  now 
enfued,  and  the  vehel  made  little  or  no  progrefs 
during  the  day  and  night,  except  what  the  current, 
which  fets  generally  into  the  gulf  of  Alexandretta, 
called  by  the  Turks  Scanderoon  (olim  Sinus  Illlcus) 
might  occafion.  The  Frenchman,  who  had  fallen 
many  leagues  to  leeward,  was  totally  out  of  fight  at 
dufk, 

A breeze  fprung  up,  tv/o  hours  before  day-break 
of  the  12th  of  February,  from  the  weftward,  and 
frefhened  fo  much,  that  by  nine  o’clock,  we  reck- 
oned we  had  ran  thirty  miles  to  the  northward. 
We  faw  a large  town  on  the  coaft,  which  our  pilot 
called  Tortofa.  By  his  account  we  were  then  about 
ten  leagues  from  Latichea,  when  the  captain  came 
upon  deck,  and  infilled  that  the  town  in  view  was 
Latichea.  This  appeared  unaccountable,  as.  he  had 
never  been  there,  according  to  his  own  confelfion, 
and  was  not  feaman  enough  to  advance  fuch  an 
opinion  from  obfervation.  But  he  for  once  proved 
right  j and  we  owed  the  unexpedled  termination  of 
our  voyage  to  the  force  of  the  current.  The  pilot 
knew  nothing  of  the  place  ; but  Mr.  Smyth,  who 
had  come  from  India  by  this  route  before,  confirm- 
ing the  captain’s  opinion  from  his  obfervations 
through  a gkfs,  we  made  for  the  port,  and  be- 
fore noon,  came  near  enough  to  fire  a gun  for  a 
boat.  Tiiis  was  a meafure,  which  the  captain  al- 
moft  infilled  on.  He  was  articled,  indeed,  to  carry 
us  to  Latichea,  and  we  might  have  protelled  agaiifil 
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the  breach  of  his  contrail : but  as  he  remonftrated 
againft  the  danger  of  entering  a fmall  and  fhallow 
haven,  and  we  had  an  obftinate,  ill-bred  fellow  to 
deal  with,  to  avoid  altercation,  and  to  be  rid  of  him 
as  foon  as  polTible,  we  fettled  accounts  j and  Mr. 
Smyth  and  I went  afhore  with  the  packet  in  a 
French  boat,  which  came  off  to  us,  under  the  idea 
of  our  being  the  veffel,  that  failed  in  our  company 
from  Cyprus.  Major  Nicol  and  the  fervant  re- 
mained aboard,  to  convey  the  baggage  afhore,  in 
the  country  boats  which  were  coming  to  the  veffel. 
On  our  landing  af  the  port,  we  went  immediately 
to  Mr.  Shaw’s  houfe  ; who  is  agent  for  the  conful 
at  Aleppo,  and  had  expeffed  us  for  fome  time  paft. 
We  were  welcomed  with  great  cordiality  by  that 
gentleman,  who  was  perfonally  known  to  Mr. 
Smyth.  We  were  fliordy  followed  by  the  Ma- 
jor, with  the  baggage.  In  reckoning  the  parcels, 
we  found  many  articles  miffing.  This  was  foon 
explained  by  our  friend,  who  complained  heavily  of 
the  brutality  of  the  captain,  and  the  villainy  of  the 
mariners  after  our  departure.  They  hurried  him 
indecently  into  the  firft  boat  that  approached,  and 
tumbled  our  things  after  him,  without  feeming 
care  or  attention.  But  our  Ioffes  may  be  attri- 
buted to  their  having  been  too  affiduous  in  with- 
holding our  property ; feveral  articles  of  which 
they  had  made  free  with  during  the  voyage.  As 
the  veffel  had  been  purpofely  put  about,  to  alarm 
our  friend,  and  the  Sclavonians  always  wear  a long 
knife,  which  is  drawn  in  every  quarrel,  it  would 
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have  been  madnefs  for  an  unarmed  man,  to  have 
contended  the  point  with  fuch  ruffians.  But  as  the 
lofs  arofe  from  the  captain’s  failure  in  his  engage- 
ment, we  held  it  our  duty,  after  fuch  repeated  pro- 
vocations, to  enter  a protefl;  againfl:  his  conduft ; 
and  to  tfanfmit  it  to  our  conful  at  Venice,  to  make 
the  owners  of  the  veffiel  refponfible  for  the  damage. 
It  might  have  the  only  effeft  which  we  expefted 
from  it — that,  of  expofing'  the  diflionefty  of  the 
Sclavonian,  and  warning  the  owners  of  fhipping, 
againft  employing  officers,  at  leaft,  of  that  nation  ; 
if  they  looked  for  the  cuftom  of  Britiffi  fubjefts,  fo 
many  of  whom  pafs  between  England  and  India, 
by  this  route. 

Mr.  Shaw,  at  our  defire,  loft  no  time  in  fending 
for  the  proper  people,  who  were  to  furnifli  us  with 
horfes  and  baggage-mules  for  our  journey  to  Alep- 
po ; and  as  our  friends  in  the  Frenchman  were 
hourly  expedted,  we  befpoke  fimilar  conveyances 
for  them,  and  purpofed  to  wait  a day  or  two  ex- 
traordinary for  their  arrival,  according  to  agree- 
ment. e difpatched  a meftenger  to  Aleppo, 
with  advices  to  the  conful  of  our  approach  ; and 
paffed  the  evening  in  vifiting  the  Englifh  vice- 
conful,  and  fome  French  and  Venetian  families  in 
the  town. 

The  13th  of  February  fet  in  with  a change  of 
weather.  The  tempeft  was  accompanied  by  heavy 
rains,  which  rendered  it  hazy,  and  dangerous  for 
Ihipping  on  the  coaft.  Two  fail  were  feen,  endea- 
voring to  ftand  in  for  the  port  ] which  w?  concluded 
VoL.  II.  S to 
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to  be  the  Frenchman,  and  our  veffel,  forced  back 
on  the  coaft  by  contrary  winds  and  currents.  To- 
wards noon  the  ftorm  encreafed,  with  thunder  and 
lightning.  The  wind  changed  fuddenly  to  the 
north  ; which,  we  apprehended,  would  drive  bur 
friends  to  Cyprus  again.  We  could  not  but  con- 
gratulate ourfelves,  on  our  timely  paffage  from 
Lernica,  confidering  the  difappointment  which  had 
befallen  a better  navigated  veffel. 

We  were  alarmed  at  this  time,  by  fome  difa- 
greeable  accounts  of  the  road  we  were  to  travel. 
It  feems,  that  the  pacha  of  Aleppo  had  been  lately 
removed  to  another  government ; and,  as  iifual, 
had  been  fleecing  the  country  around  him,  before 
his  departure.  His  cruel  and  oppreffive  conduft 
had  occafioned  unfpeakable  terror  and  confufion. 
Nothing,  but  executions  had  marked  his  courfe ; 
and  he  was  not  to  be  diverted  from  his  defigns,  by 
the  miferies  of  the  injured.  His  laid  ftroke  was 
faid  to  have  been  referved  for  the  town  of  Shogle, 
fituated  about  mid- way  between  Latichea  and  Alep- 
po. The  ftory  goes,  that  he  had  fold  to  the  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  a large  quantity  of  cotton,  which 
was  to  be  paid  for  at  a ftipulated  time.  His  re- 
moval from  Aleppo  taking  place  in  the  interim, 
when  the  fervants  of  the  pacha  came  for  the  money, 
the  merchants  prefumed  on  his  difgrace,  and  re- 
fufed  payment  of  the  debt.  This  was  certainly  a 
fair  pretext  for  the  pacha’s  refentment  j and  though 
the  offence  probably  arofe  from  his  former  tyranny, 
the  revenge  he  may  exadt  for  it,  is  painful  to  ima- 
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ginadon.  It  was  even  added,  that  he  had  furround- 
ed  the  place.  Whatever  the  ifTiie  might  be,  the  cir- 
cumftance  could  not  have  been  agreeable  to  us,  who 
were  to  take  tltat  route.  The  fame  evening  brought 
various  accounts  from  Shogle  j but  all  of  fo  op- 
pofite  a tenor,  that  we  began  to  fufpedl  the  truth 
of  the  whole  j but  would  not  determine  rafhly, 
until  more  certain  intelligence  could  be  obtained. 

On  the  14th  of  February  we  were  ftill  amufed 
with  the  contradictory  accounts  of  the  preceding 
day.  As  there  were  fuch  doubts  on  a fubjed',  fo 
important  to  us,  Mr.  Shaw  would  not  fufFer  our 
baggage  to  precede  us,  as  was  his  intention,  to  en- 
able us  to  travel  with  more  expedition.  We  now 
defpaired  of  feeing  Mr.  Burke  on  this  fide  of  In- 
dia j as  we  had  no  profped  of  being  overtaken  by 
him,  after  we  had  once  turned  our  backs  on  the 
fea.  Our  leifure  time  had  been  employed  in  vifit- 
ing  the  antiquities  at  Latichea  j on  which  I fhall 
here  fubjoin  fuch  remarks,  as  our  fhort  ftay  per- 
mitted me  to  make. 

Latichea  was  rebuilt  on  the  fite  of  the  antient 
Laodicea,  in  the  latitude  of  35°  31'  north.  The 
prefent  town  occupies  but  a fmall  part  of  that  city, 
whofe  remains  denote  it  to  have  been  not  unworthy 
of  the  refidence  of  Alexander’s  captains.  There  is 
an-extenfive  plain  parallel  with  the  coaft,  and  an 
hill  of  eafy  afcent,  cloathed  with  the  fig  and  olive, 
which  rifes  behind  the  town,  and  adds  no  lefs  to 
the  beauty,  than  the  falubrity  of  the  fituation. 
The  plain  is  well  cultivated  in  fome  parts,  and  gar- 
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dens  and  orangeries  intervening,  hide  the  poverty' 
of  the  foil  from  the  fpeftator’s  obfervation.  The 
port  of  Latichea  is  finall,  though  capable  of  hold- 
ing veflels  of  no  inconfiderable  burthen.  From  the 
earlieft  times  there  appears  to  have  been  no  im- 
provements in  a haven,  which,  at  a little  expence, 
might  be  rendered  very  commodious.  The  indo- 
lence of  the  Turks  permits  the  fands  to  render  it 
more  fliallow,  without  oppohtion  j and  the  caftle, 
which  is  rent  from  top  to  bottom,  threatens  to  fall 
daily,  and  clofe  up  the  entrance  ! A French  cap- 
tain, feeing  this  inconvenience,  was  willing  to  re- 
medy it ; which  his  numerous  fhipping  and  exten- 
five  concerns  in  the  Levant  trade,  enabled  him,  as 
he  thought,  to  undertake.  Some  years  ago  he  pro- 
pofed  to  the  Turkifh  government,  to  clean  and  re- 
pair the  haven  at  his  own  expence ; provided  he 
was  to  be  allowed,  whatever  valuables  or  effedts  he 
might  fweep  from  the  bottom.  The  Turkifli  jea- 
loufy  was  excited  by  the  idea ; and  this  noble  en- 
terprize  fell  to  the  ground,  in  the  fame  manner,  as 
the  propofal  of  the  Jews  of  Rome  to  one  of  the 
Popes,  to  clean  the  Tybur,  and  obviate  the  danger 
and  inconvenience  of  its  periodical  floods,  on  the 
fame  terms,  as  related  by  Addifon.  The  Jews,  it 
may  be  faid,  went  on  better  authority  for  a recom- 
pence  of  their  labors  ; but,  without  any  records  of 
the  treafures  buried  in  the  port  of  Latichea,  the 
Frenchman  lliewed  fome  knowledge  of  the  nume- 
rous revolutions  of  Syria  j which,  in  the  Greek  and 
Roman  ages,  and  in  the  modern  days  of  the  Cru- 

faders 


SUPPLEMENT. 


a6r 

Eders  and  Turks,  produced  bloody  contefts  by  Tea 
and  land,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  configned  fufii- 
cient  fpoils  to  the  deep,  to  have  fatisfied  his  ex- 
pectations. Latichea  itfelf,  has  long  been  a cele- 
brated mart  for  cotton  and  tobacco  ; and  to  this 
day,  the  merchants  of  the  Levant,  give  it  the  pre- 
ference to  all  other  places,  in  thefe  articles. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  ftands  an  antient  tem- 
ple, of  a fquare  figure,  fupported  by  marble  pillars 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  and  the  front  crowned 
with  a pediment.  The  fides  have  been  filled  up 
with  brick,  and  the  temple  converted  to  a mofque. 
What,  therefore,  with  the  difguife  it  has  undergone, 
and  the  prohibition  to  go  near  it,  the  beauty  of  the 
defign,  and  the  richnefs  of  the  materials,  might  efcape 
the  notice  of  the  traveller,  were  he  not  apprized  of 
its  exiftence.  As  this  has  been  a place  of  confider- 
able  trade  in  latter  times,  it  is  no  wo.nder,  that  few 
antiquities  are  to  be  difcovered,  where  temples  and 
palaces  have  been  wholly  demolifned,  to  provide 
materials  for  the  fabrication  of  fubftantial  ware- 
houfes.  Little,  therefore,  flrikes  the  eye  in  the  in- 
habited parts,  that  recals  Laodicea  to  the  mind. 
We  mufi:  except,  however,  a range  of  columns,  the 
interfaces  of  which  have  been  filled  up  with  hewn 
ftone,  for  a private  building.  Thefe  are  fuppofed 
to  be  a compofition  by  fome,  from  the  fraCtures 
they  have  received  j but  from  their  color  and  fub- 
ftance,  I had  no  doubt  of  their  being  the  granite, 
of  which  the  pillar  of  Pompey  at  Alexandria  is  cut. 
Time  and  the  frequent  fieges,  which  the  ports  of 

S 3 Syria 


LETTER  IV. 


262 

Syria  have  fuftained,  will  readily  account  for  the 
damage.  After  leaving  the  town,  whofe  remains 
are  daily  turned  up  into  gardens,  which  are  no 
fmall  ornament  to  the  remaining  buildings,  we 
proceeded  to^  the  north  ftrand,  to  vifit  the  Cata- 
combs. Our  road  was  through  a lane,  bordered  by 
orchards  on  either  hand,  which  produced  great 
quantities  of  apricots,  grapes,  cherries,  and  figs, 
that  were  juft  putting  forth  their  leaves.  The  al- 
mond was  in  full  bloftbm  j and  the  orange  every 
where  loaded  with  fruit.  The  plain  before  us  was 
pretty  green,  and  the  hill  of  Antioch  tipt  with 
fnow,  appeared  to  bound  it.  Behind  Antioch  rofe 
the  lofty  mountains  of  Scanderoon,  olim  Amances. 
About  half  a mile  from  the  town  we  came  upon 
the  Catacombs,  which,  though  extenfive,  and  in 
good  condition,  are  not  to  be  mentioned,  in  my 
opinion,  after  thofe  of  Egypt.  This  fpot  is  re- 
markable for  the  total  defeat  of  Lewis  tlie  Young 
by  the  Turks,  during  the  Cru fades. 

We  returned  home  by  the  fea-fhore,  not  a little 
pleafed  with  our  walk,  and,  to  encreafe  our  fatif- 
facftion,  were  faluted  with  the  agreeable  news,  that 
the  report  of  the  pacha’s  march  was  premature : 
that  he  was  ftill  at  Aleppo,  and  that  the  town  of 
■Shogle  only  expefted  a vifit  from  him.  This  put 
a new  face  on  affairs,  and  we  refolved  to  depart 
on  the  morrow.  A captain  of  a Turkifh  man  of 
war  on  the  coaft,  was  at  Mr.  Shaw’s  houfe,  and  gave 
fuch  a report  of  the  humanity  and  generofity  of 
Captain  Moon,  who  met  with  the  adventure  re- 
corded 
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corded  at  Cyprus,  that  it  makes  me  happy  to  con- 
vey to  the  world  a teftimony  from  fo  imfufpefted 
a quarter,  that  his  conduct  was  of  a piece  with  his 
courage.  As  we  were  now  to  commence  our  jour- 
ney over  the  continent  of  Afia-minor,  I mean  to 
change  the  mode  of  my  narrative,  by  copying  the 
diary  of  our  proceedings,  as  well  for  the  fatisfaftion. 
of  the  traveller  who  may  purfue  our  fteps,  as  the 
advantage  of  occurrences,  which  require  fimplicity  * 
of  ftile.  To  further  this  purpofe,  I have  annexed 
a map  of  the  country,  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  Perfian  gulf  j which,  drawn  from  the  beft 
authorities,  and  corre61:ed  and  improved  from  the 
obfervations  of  the  author,  exhibits  three  different 
routes  from  Aleppo  to  Bufrah.  If  the  more  fafe 
and  agreeable  track,  that  the  author  and  his  com- 
panions took,  by  the  little  defart  and  the  T ygris,  be 
preferred  by  the  reader,  he  will  efteem  his  time  and 
labor  in  facilitating  the  communication,  to  have 
been  advantageoufly  employed. 


THURSDAY,  15th  February. 

The  baggage  was  fent  off  when  the  moon  rofe, 
and  every  thing  being  prepared  for  our  departure, 
we  mounted  our  horfes  at  nine  o’clock  this  morn- 
ing, and  were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Shaw  to  his 
country  feat  at  Befnada,  about  an  hour’s  diftance 
from  Latichea,  The  houfe  is  pleafantly  fituated 
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on  a rlfing  ground,  which  commands  a fine  view 
of  the  Tea,  and  of.the  harbor  and  town  of  Latichea. 
Here  we  were  joined  by  Mr.  Shaw’s  janizary,  who 
attends  us  to  Aleppo,  to  prevent  the  impofitions  fo 
frequent  in  thefe  parts.  With  my  companions,  the 
fervant  and  janizary,  we  formed  a body  of  five 
perfons,  well-armed,  befides  the  mugrees  or  mu- 
leteers, who  preceded  us  with  the  baggage.  We 
were  fufficient  to  repel  any  attempt,  that  might  be 
made  on  this  road,  which  is  held  fafer  than  that 
from  Scanderoon  ; there  being  a banditti  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Antioch,  who  very  lately  fet  upon  Mr. 
Baldwin,  the  late  agent  of  the  company  at  Cairo, 
and  after  killing  his  janizary,  and,  wounding  him 
very  badly,  plundered  him  of  his  baggage.  We 
now  took  leave  of  our  agreeable  and  hofpitable 
hort,  and  fet  forward,  with  an  intention  of  travel- 
ling nine  hours  before  we  put  up  for  the  night. 
We  foon  overtook  the  lighter  part  of  our  baggage, 
which  had  departed  fome  hours  after  the  reft.  Af- 
ter an  hour’s  ride  we  quitted  the  plain,  and  entered 
among  hollow  ways,  prettily  difpofed,  though  but 
badly  cultivated  and  inhabited.  The  fmall  villages 
which  are  fcattered  about  the  hills,  and  lie  remote 
from  the  road,  form  a ftriking  contraft  to  the  feene 
below.  Several  heavy  fliowers  wet  us  to  the  fkin 
in  the  courfe  of  the  dayj  but  the  fun  and  wind 
foon  dried  our  cloaths  again.  After  travelling  un- 
til five  in  the  evening,  our  janizary  found,  that  we 
were  not  fo  far  advanced  as  he  expeefted ; and 
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liftened  to  the  muleteerSj  who  advifed  our  not  going 
to  the  ulual  llage.  The  weather  was  doubtful,  and 
we  had  a fteep  hill  to  defcend.  This  induced  us, 
to  confent  to  the  motion,  of  turning  off  to  a foli- 
tary  village  on  our  left ; where  we  foon  arrived, 
and  entered  a miferable  cottage.  Our  beafts  were 
difpofed  of  in  one  room  of  this  building  ; and  the 
family  and  our  company,  amounting  to  twenty  per- 
fons,  took  up  their  lodging  in  the  other.  Here  we 
dined  on  fome  cold  meat  we  had  brought ; and 
liiould  not  have  complained  of  our  lodging,  which 
fatigue  would  have  rendered  as  eligible  as  a palace, 
had  not  the  rain  poured  in  through  the  roof  on  our 
beds,  which  were  fpread  on  the  floor  before  a good 
fire,  and  difturbed  our  repofe.  But  the  night  was 
fo  tempefluous,  that  we  could  not  but  hug  our- 
felves  in  the  fhelter  of  our  hovel,  which  flood  be- 
tween us  and  the  fury  of  the  elements.  The  poor 
mailer  of  the  place  feemed  as  little  tinctured  with 
pride  as  jealoufy,  fo  prevalent  in  the  Ottoman  do- 
minions. His  women  not  only  appeared  before 
us  unveiled,  but  flept  in  the  fame  apartment  with- 
out ceremony  ; but  it  is  neceflfary  to  add,  that  the 
tillage  and  manufadlures  of  Syria,  as  well  as  of 
Afia-minor  in  general,  are  wholly  carried  on  by 
Chriftians  of  the  Greek  church,  among  whom  we 
had  taken  up  our  abode.  To  encreafe  our  num- 
bers during  the  night,  the  cattle  belonging  to  the 
houfe,  took  refuge  in  our  apartment  j where  they 
were  more  at  eafe,  than  among  the  baggage  mules 
in  their  own  fhed  3 fo  that  when  I arofe  in  the 

night. 


^66 


LETTER  IV. 


night,  to  fiiift  my  quarters  to  a drier  fpot,  I could 
not  forbear  laughing  at  the  mingled  groupe  of  ani- 
mals before  me ; which  exhibited,  to  my  idea,  no 
bad  pitflure  of  the  patriarchal  ages,  which  have 
rendered  this  very  country  fo  'well  known  ; and  the 
manners  and  cuftoms  of  which  prevail  flill  in  an 
higher  degree,  among  the  wandering  tribes  of  the 
defart. 


FRIDAY,  1 6th  February. 

We  were  ftirring  by  day-light,  and  found  that 
onr  heavy  baggage  had  halted  here,  as  well  as  our- 
felves.  We  were  not  a little  mortified  at  a cir- 
cumftance,  fo  pregnant  with  delay  j but  the  bad- 
nefs  of  the  roads  and  weather,  was  what  we  were 
obliged  to  accept  as  the  caufe.  We  fatisfied  our 
hoft  with  a piece  of  filver,  and,  mounting  our 
horfes,  began  to  defeend  the  hill,  on  whole  top  v/e 
had  paired  the  night.  The  road  was  naturally 
fteep,  and  had  been  rendered  more  dangerous  by 
the  heavy  rains  of  yefterday.  We  took  a full  hour 
to  reach  the  valley,  when  we  came  on  the  banks  of 
a rapid  river.  Travelling  on  its  banks,  where  the 
road  admitted,  we  kept  the  river  to  our  left  for 
fome  hours  j and  the  day  having  cleared  up,  we 
went  on,  though  howly,  on  account  of  the  deep 
roads.  No  country  can  be  naturally  more  beauti- 
ful than  Syria ; but  opprellion  and  poverty  have 
nearly  reduced  it  to  a wildernefs.  At  eleven 
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o’clock  we  reached  a caphar,  or  toll-houfe,  where 
money  is  exafled  from  Chriftians.  It  is  faid,  that 
we  owe  this  tax  to  the  Chriflians  themfelves  ; who, 
when  mafters  of  Paleftine,  levied  a toll  on  travel- 
lers, to  clear  the  country  of  robbers  and  to  repair 
the  roads.  The  Turks  have  adopted  the  pro- 
fitable part  of  the  fcheme ; but  leave  the  unfortu- 
nate traveller  to  confult  his  own  fafety  and  conve- 
nience ; an  evil,  however,  from  which  more  civilized 
ftates  have  not  been  exempted.  This  caphar  is  fo 
placed  in  a narrow  pafs,  that  there  is  no  avoiding 
it,  without  making  a tedious  circuit  round  the  hills 
that  defend  it  to  the  right.  To  its  left,  is  the  river 
I fpoke  of,  at  a confiderable  diftance  below.  We 
paid  fix  piaftres  for  ourfelves  and  baggage.  Dur- 
ing this  day’s  journey  we  continually  mounted  hills, 
defcended  valleys,  crofled  winding  .ftreams,  and 
were  amufed  with  cafcades  ; which  altogether,  re- 
minded me  of  travelling  through  the  mold  romantic 
parts  of  Wales.  The  want  of  forefl-trees  only 
render  thefe  profpecls  inferior ; if  inferior  they  can 
be  called,  where  myrtles,  poplars  and  pines,  and 
innumerable  flowering-lhrubs,  fupply  their  place. 
Our  way  was  often  by  the  brink  of  precipices,  for 
mihes  together  ; beneath  which  roaring  torrents  in- 
creafed  the  fublimity  of  the  fcene.  At  one  place 
we  crcffTed  a ftream  by  a bridge,  not  five  yards 
over ; but  which  ran  not  lefs  than  thirty  yards  be- 
low ! This  ftream  pafles  through  a rock,  which,  by 
fome  convulfion  of  nature,  perhaps,  was  fplit  in 
this  wonderful  manner.  It  is  not  eafy  to  Imagine 
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any  thing  more  pifturefque  and  fingular,  than  this  || 
chink ; and  though  we  had  been  prepared  for  it  |j 

by  Mr.  Smyth,  I could  not  refrain  returning  to  the  ^ j 

bridge  to  obtain  another  view  of  fo  curious  an 
object.  In  the  afternoon  the  rain  began  to  fail  f|! 
again,  and  fo  heavy  and  inceflant,  that  in  about 
two  hours,  we  were  wet  through  our  cloaks,  i 

About  five  o’clock  we  luckily  came  up  with  the  | 

town  of  Badami,  where  it  was  determined  v/e 
Ihould  pafs  the  night.  The  bad  weather  and  heavy 
baggage  have  prevented  our  intended  expedition ; 
and,  we  fear,  we  fiiall  not  reach  Aleppo  until  the  ^ 
fifth  day.  Badami  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  the 
fide  of  an  hill,  with  an  extenfive  and  well-culti- 

t 

vated  plain  below.  The  town  is  ftraggling,  but 
has  fome  good  buildings  in  it.  We  here  entered 
a caravanfera  or  khane,  arched  over,  and  roomy  | 
enough  for  ourfelves  and  cattle.  Our  courfe  has 
been  N.E.  from  Laticheaj  and  though  we  have 
travelled  fixteen  hours  in  the  two  days,  it  appears, 
what  with  the  weather  and  road,  that  we  have  not 
advanced  above  forty  miles  in  our  journey  ! 


SATURDAY,  17th  February. 

The  violent  rain  which  fell  during  the  ni^it,  and 
the  ftrong  fymptoms  of  its  continuance,  prevented 
our  moving  to-day.  Our  muleteers,  however, 
fuppofing  that  we  ihould  not  reliih  the  delay,  fea- 
foned  it  with  fome  rumors  of  the  pacha’s  being  at 
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JefTere  Shogle.  They  were  brought  by  a man, 
who  pretended  that  he  left  the  town  the  day  be- 
fore, and  it  was  abfolutely  deferted.  Our  jani- 
zary talks  of  avoiding  the  place ; and,  by  a forced 
march,  to  reach  Rhea  to-morrow  night,  and  Aleppo 
the  next.  But  this  appears  to  be  all  a deception, 
to  make  us  contented  with  our  quarters.  The  de- 
tention gave  us  an  opportunity  of  examining  the 
fituation  of  Badami ; and  to  me,  I muft  confefs, 
proved  a lingular  relief  5 as  I had  time  to  apply 
fome  remedies  to  a fwelled  jaw,  contrafted  by  the 
damps  we  have  experienced,  and  very  painful  to 
me  during  the  latter  part  of  yefterday’s  journey. 

Badami  lies  about  forty  miles  from  Latichea, 
and  twelve  from  Shogle.  It  is  the  only  town  of 
any  fize,  between  the  fea  and  die  Orontes ; and, 
from  its  fite  and  fertile  territory,  has  doubtlefs  been 
a place  of  importance.  I defeended  into  the  plain, 
to  have  a better  view  of  the  town  ; and  walked  over 
nine  terraces,  where  corn  grew,  in  the  defeent. 
From  the  appearance  of  the  oppofite  hill,  I con- 
ceive thefe  terraces  to  have  been  rocks,  gradually 
covered  with  mould,  by  the  induftry  of  the  pea- 
fants.  As  there  is  a plentiful  fupply  of  water  on 
the-hill  above,  nothing  can  be  more  fruitful  than 
thefe  hanging  fields.  The  valley  feems  to  be 
about  a league  long,  and  not  a mile  broad,  encir- 
cled with  mountains,  which,  in  fome  places,  are 
cultivated  to  the  top.  To  the  N.  E.  ftands  the 
town  of  Badami,  which  has  a pretty  appearance 
from  the  vale.  The  mulberry  and  fig  are  fcattered 

up 
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up  and  down  ; and,  we  are  told,  the  land  produces 
great  quantities  of  cotton.  The  mulberry  is  culti- 
vated in  Syria,  as  in  Italy,  merely  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  filk- worms,  whofe  labors  are  a principal  article 
of  export.  The  day  cleared  a little  about  two 
o'clock,  but  being  loon  overcaft  again,  we  kept 
clofe  to  our  khane,  and  with  fowls  and  eggs,  made 
a comfortable  dinner. 


SUNDAY,  i8th  February. 

The  night  was  ftormy  like  the  laft.  Much  wind 
and  rain,  attended  by  thunder  and  lightning.  The 
weather  cleared  up  about  fix  in  the  morning,  and 
while  our  people  were  preparing  to  depart,  we 
found  time  to  breakfaft.  At  half  paft  feven  we 
quitted  Badami,  and,  defcending  into  the  valley  by 
a fteep  and  fiippery  road,  foon  came  upon  a rivu- 
let, that  winds  through  it,  and  had  been  hitherto 
concealed  from  our  view.  We  crolTed  the  fiream 
by  a bridge,  and  pafiing  fome  caverns  on  the 
banks,  and  feveral  romantic  retreats  in  the  hollow 
grounds,  we  began  to  climb  the  mountains  again 
by  terrible  roads,  where  the  clay-foil  was  moiftened 
by  the  heavy  rains.  Thefe  heights  are  crowned 
with  cedars,  poplars,  myrtles,  &c.‘but  the  foil  is 
llony  and  unfit  for  tillage.  At  ten  o’clock  we 
paired  the  Greek  village  of  Ingefeek  on  our  right  j 
and,  travelling  ftill  up  hill,  at  eleven  we  reached  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  which  overlooks  the  plain, 

where 
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where  the  river  Orontes  purfues  his  courfe.  Elencc 
. was  a noble  profpeft.  The  fineft  valley  imagina- 
ble, diverfified  with  cukure  of  various  kinds,  and  a 
rapid  river  winding  through  it,  whofe  banks  were 
in  fome  places  adorned  with  plantations  of  olive 
and  mulberry : the  town  of  Shogle,  built  on  an 
acclivity  by  the  Orontes,  and  ruins  of  other  towns 
on  the  oppofite  mountains  1 The  defcent  to  Shogle 
is  fo  fteep  and  difficult,  that  though  the  horfes  of 
this  country  contrive,  by  pra6tice,  to  find  footing 
for  themfelves,  the  rider’s  neck  is  frequently  en- 
dangered ; and  though  men  may  brave  or  efcape 
the  rilk,  it  aftoniflied  me  to  think,  how  European 
ladies  can  venture  over  thefe  precipices  in  covered 
. litters  carried  by  mules,  when  their  confined  fitua- 
tion  would,  in  cafe  of  accident,  preclude  the  chance 
of  efcape  ! The  road,  however,  bad  as  it  is,  wind- 
ing down  the  hill,  lofes  a portion  of  the  difficulty 
which  the  traveller  expefts  in  the  defcent ; and  we 
entered  Shogle  at  noon,  without  encountering  any 
further  dam.age,  than  we  fuftained  from  a briflc 
fhower  of  hail  and  rain.  This,  and  the  threatening 
afpedof  the  ficies,  were  motives  fufficient  to  induce 
our  muleteers  to  halt.  In  fpite  of  our  remon- 
ftrances  they  entered  a khane,  and  declared  their 
inability  to  go  further  to-day.  The  baggage 
mules,  in  truth,  appeared  jaded  enough,  to  counte- 
nance the  idea.  Our  courfe  has  been  almoft  due 
eafl  from  Badami ; and  our  diftance  from  Latichea, 
is  fifty-two  miles  by  our  reckoning. 

jeffere  Shogle,  as  the  Turks  call  it,  is  a con- 
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fiderable  town  under  the  government  of  Aleppo. 
It  drives  a profitable  trade  with  the  fea-coaft  in 
cotton,  which  is  efteemed  of  a finer  quality  here, 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Syria.  But  the  recent 
threats  of  the  pacha  have  alarmed  the  place  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  its  principal  inhabitants  have  fought 
refuge  in  the  neighboring  mountains;  and  none 
but  a few  fhopkeepers  are  to  be  feen.  This, 
however,  has  not  occafioned  a fcarcity,  for  variety 
of  provifions  has  been  obtained.  Among  the  reft, 
the  largeft  and  fatteft  eels  I remember  to  have  feen 
were  ferved  up  to  our  table.  But  againft  the  ufe 
of  this  unwholefome  food,  every  traveller  fhould 
be  forewarned.  For  though  we  efdaped  without 
injury  from  the  meal — from  the  fmall  quantity  we 
eat,  or  fome  other  caufe — the  Europeans  of  Aleppo 
congratulated  us  on  our  good  luck  ; and  we  recol- 
le<5b,  that  the  Turks  in  the  khane,  obferved  our 
eating  the  eels  with  curiofity ; which  they  call  the 
Nazarine,  or  Chriftian  fifli,  by  way  of  reproach,  as 
we  were  afterwards  informed.  There  were  num- 
bers of  travellers  in  the  khane,  which  is  the  largeft 
and  handfomeft  I have  feen ; it  being  of  a quadran- 
gular form,  with  a large  area  and  a well.  But  this 
company  were  all  bound  for  Latichea.  We  could 
not  but  feel  for  the  untoward  deftiny  of  a place, 
which,  deriving  every  advantage  from  its  fituatiqn, 
was  configned  to  mifery  and  defolation,  by  the  ava- 
rice of  a pacha,  and  the  general  weaknefs  and  im- 
policy of  the  Ottoman  government. 


MONDAY, 
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MONDAY,  19th  February, 

The  morning  was  fine,  and  we  roiifed  our  peo- 
ple betimes.  We  left  Shogle  before  feven  o’clock, 
and  immediately  crofiTed  the  Orontes  (the  Aufi  of 
the  Turks)  by  a ftone  bridge,  which  makes  no  in- 
confiderable  figure  in  this  quarter.  It  is  built  in 
the  form  of  a bow,  the  convex  oppofed  to  the 
ftream,  the  better  to  refift  the  force  of  the  torrents, 
with  which  the  Orontes  is  continually  fwelled  : a 
form,  that  I never  faw  adopted,  but  which  feems 
admirably  calculated  for  the  purpofe  defigned  in  a 
bridge.  Between  the  town  and  the  river,  there  is 
the  moft  perfedt  Roman  camp,  perhaps,  extant.  It 
ftands  high,  and  commands  both  the  river  and 
bridge — a fituation,  that  would  have  induced  any 
power,  but  the  Turkifh,  to  have  built  a caftle  on 
it.  On  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  river  we  obferved 
the  rem.ains  of  water-works,  which  ferved  formerly 
for  the  fupply  of  the  town,  or  the  culture  of  the 
lands  ; and  ftill  feem  to  be  worked.  We  had  an 
open  plain  before  us.  The  verdure  was  frefli  for 
the  feafon,  and  the  foil  apparently  of  a rich  fort. 
But  the  v/ant  of  tillage  robbed  it  of  the  riches, 
which  we  did  not  mifs  at  a diftancej  and  we  ftood 
in  need  of  no  further  proof  of  the  difturbances 
which  prevailed  in  the  neighborhood.  In  about 
two  hours  we  gained  the  hills  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  plain.  The  rains  had  retarded  our  pace,  by 
VoL.  II,  T rendering 
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rendering  the  bottom  a quagmire.  It  was  with 
fome  fatisfadlion,  therefore,  that  we  once  more 
climbed  the  heights,  where  the  firm  furface  made 
amends  for  the  danger  and  toil  of  pafling  over 
them.  Hence,  we  had  another  view  of  Shogle 
and  the  Orontes,  and  difcovered  fome  fcattered  en- 
trenchments, which  were  either  the  works  of  the 
Romans,  or  thrown  up  during  the  Crufades.  We 
continued  our  courfe  direft  from  one  hill  to  ano- 
ther ; and  about  eleven  o’clock,  reached  the  fecond 
and  laft:  caphar.  The  Turks  were  more  infolent 
here  than  at  the  firft ; extorting  no  lefs  than  nine 
piaftres  from  us.  I believe  we  owe  this  impofition 
to  our  janizary,  who  is  a quiet  body,  and  but  ill- 
calculated  to  refill  the  chicanery  of  thefe  toll-ga- 
therers. At  this  place  we  met  fome  horfemen,  be- 
longing to  the  pacha  fo  often  mentioned ; who  de- 
manded hackjhijhy  or  prefents,  of  us  j but  we  luckily 
defeated  their  aim,  by  pretending  not  to  underftand 
them.  They  were  well  armed,  and  go  under  the 
denomination  of  delabojhees.  We  quickened  our 
pace,  to  be  rid  of  fuch  company  j and  among  the 
precipices,  on  whofe  winding  ridges ' we  travelled 
until  two  o’clock,  we  paffed  large  flocks  of  fheep, 
whofe  walks  cannot,  perhaps,  be  exceeded  in  the 
world.  About  three  we  came  fuddenly  on  the  vil- 
lage of  Urim  ; our  approach  to  which  had,  indeed, 
been  fignified  by  orchards,  and  fmall  plantations  of 
olives.  On  the  hill  to  our  right,  we  faw  another 
village,  but  not  feemingly  in  a better  condition 
than  Urim,  which  was  deferted.  Villages  now  ap- 
peared 
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peared  on  every  fidej  and  olive  and  fruit-trees 
were  in  abundance.  At  three  we  came  to  the  town 
of  Rhea,  which  had  been  concealed  from  us  by 
plantations,  and  a rifing  ground,  that  lies  N.  W.  of 
the  town. 

Rhea  is  a neat,  pidlurefque  town,  fituated  at  the 
foot  of  a mountain,  which  is  not  a little  remarka- 
ble, from  a number  of  caverns  cut  in  the  rock, 
whofe  apertures  are  vifible  from  the  road.  Thefe 
are  faid  to  have  been  the  retreats  of  religious  re- 
clufes  during  the  holy  war ; but  their  origin  might, 
in  all  probability,  be  traced  from  the  earlieft  perfe- 
cution  of  Chriftianity,  when  its  profelytes  retired  to 
the  defarts  of  Thebais  and  Arabia,  to  avoid  the 
potent  foe  of  their  new  faith.  The  town  itfelf, 
feems  to  be  half  a league  in  circumference  ; but 
the  gardens  take  up  a great  proportion  of  this^ 
Ipace,  and  add  much  to  the  beauty  of  its  appear- 
ance. Our  muleteers  wanted  to  halt  here ; but, 
we  infilling  they  fhould  proceed  to  Sermin,  the 
ufual  llage,  the  profpedl  of  a prefent  induced  them 
to  fubmit ; and  they  contented  themfelves  with 
fending  the  heavy  baggage  into  the  town.  We 
experienced  the  good  effedls  of  this  meafure,  by 
the  fight  of  a melTenger,  who  overtook  us  about  a 
mile  beyond  Rhea,  with  letters  from  Conful  Ab- 
bott j advifing  us  to  take  the  route  by  Sermin,  as 
fafer  than  that  generally  travelled.  This  letter 
ferved  to  fpur  us  forward;  and  feeing  the  mofque 
of  Sermin  on  an  extcnfive  plain  in  front,  we  pulhed 
on  with  the  janizary,  before  our  baggage.  On  the 
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road  we  ftarted  fome  antelopes,  which  fled  precipi- 
tately. At  five  o’clock  we  palled  through  a vil- 
lage, which  was  fo  completely  ruined,  that  neither 
man  nor  beaft  were  to  be  found  in  it ! Sermin  was 
fiill  at  a deceitful  diftance.  The  loftinefs  of  its 
minaret  had  milled  us  in  our  calculation ; and  it 
was  not  until  feven  o’clock,  after  a tedious  ride 
through  a flat,  walled  country,  that  we  entered  the 
town.  We  marched  no  lefs  than  twelve  hours,  or 
thirty  miles,  on  a medium,  this  day  j our  courfe 
E.  N.  E.  and  N.  E.  Sermin  is,  therefore,  eighty- 
two  miles  from  Latichea. 

Sermin  feems  to  be  nearly  as  large  as  Rhea ; but 
defolation  had  llrided  through  it,  and  mifcry  and 
filence  were  its  portion.  We  traverfed  many  lonely 
ilreets,  by  half-burnt  houfes,  and  unpeopled  mar- 
ket-places, and  at  length  halted  at  the  gate  of  a 
decayed  khane.  The  few  inhabitants  of  the  town 
feemed  to  be  alTembled  here ; and  there  was  no 
room  for  llrangers.  A Turk,  however,  befriended 
us  ; and,  finding  us  at  a lofs,  led  us  to  a miferable 
liable,  where  he  propofed  that  we  and  our  cattle 
Ihould.  pafs  the  night ! Our  janizary  was  by  no 
means  a confiderate  providore  j and,  to  fave  our 
money,  would  have  lodged  us  in  this  Hied,  if  I had 
not  made  fnifc  to  inform  the  Turk,  that  we  would 
pay  handfomely  for  good  accommodations.  This 
changed  the  fcene.  The  honell  mulTulman  led  us 
to  his  own  houfe  ^ and,  ulhering  us  to  a fpacious 
apartment  covered  with  carpets  and  culhions,  di- 
re£lcd  our  baggage  to  be  lodged  in  an  antichamber, 

and 
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and  fent  our  cattle  to  the  khane.  The  diftrefs  of 
the  town  was  ftill  fuch,  that  no  corn  could  be  pro- 
cured for  our  horfes,  until  half  the  night  was  fpent, 
when  they  obtained  an  infufficient  portion.  It  is 
not  wonderful,  therefore,  that  we  were  ftill  at  a 
greater  lofs  ourfelves  ; and  were  obliged  to  put 
up  with  tea,  and  the  ftale  bread  we  had  brought 
from  Latichea.  We  were  compenfated  for  this,  by 
fteeping  better  and  more  commodioufty  than  ufual. 
For  my  own  part,  I found  the  benefit  of  a clofe 
room,  on  account  of  my  cold,  which  had  increafed 
during  the  journey,  and  fo  violently  affedted  my 
left  jaw,  as  to  rob  me,  for  two  nights  together,  of 
that  repofe,  which  travellers  particularly  require. 
The  behavior  of  our  hoft  conveyed  to  us  a ftriking 
piflure  of  Turkifh  defpotifm.  He  was  afraid  to 
fpeak  out  j but  we  could  gather  from  broad  hints 
and  fignificant  looks,  that  the  pacha’s  troops  had 
occafioned  the  mifery  to  which  we  were  witnefs : 
that  his  own  family  had  been  removed,  with  the 
other  females  of  the  town,  to  a place  of  fafety  i as 
thefe  plunderers  refpefted  neither  rank  nor  fex  ; 
robbing  every  one  without  remorfe  ; and  breaking 
down  the  very  doors  and  windows  for  firing,  which 
the  upper  ftory  of  the  Turk’s  habitation  fufliciently 
teftified. 
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TUESDAY,  20th  February. 

We  were  ready  to  depart  before  feven  this  morn- 
ing, and  having  rewarded  our  hoft  for  his  trouble 
and  politenefs,  fet  off,  with  the  conful’s  mefienger 
for  our  guide.  The  janizary  came  up  leifurely  in 
the  rear,  with  the  baggage  under  his  charge.  We 
reckoned  ourfelves  to  be  but  fix  hours  from  Khan- 
toman,  a village  but  a fhort  diftance  from  Aleppo ; 
where  we  had  notice,  the  conful’s  brother  and  fome 
gentlemen  of  Aleppo,  were  attending  our  arrival. 
We  had  left  the  mountains  of  Syria  behind  us,  and 
were  prefentcd  with  a reverfe  of  ground.  But  this 
extenfive  plain  was  ftill  agreeably  diverfified  with 
rifing  grounds.  In  our  front  arofe  an  hill  j and  on 
our  left,  extended  a chain  of  mountains,  whofe  ridges 
were  whitened  with  fnow.  This  chain  is  continued 
from  Scanderoon  hither  j and  fupremely  eminent 
above  the  reft  ! Mount  Cafiiis,  under  which  An- 
tioch ftands,  is  feen  at  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles. 
The  reports  which  reached  Latichea  of  this  quarter, 
are  true  enough.  Save  here  and  there,  where  a little 
cultivation  appears,  thefe  fpacious  plains  lie  un- 
fown  j and  it  may  be  foretold,  that  a famine  muft 
be  the  confequence  of  the  prefent  opprefTions.  Nor 
did  we  mifs  encountering  the  fervile  inftruments  of 
tyranny.  Though  we  puflied  on  at  a rate,  that 
left  our  guide  behind  us  in  the  early  part  of  the 
morning,  we  were  not  at  a lofs  for  the  road,  which 
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is  well  beaten,  and  abounded  with  travellers  enough 
to  inform  us  of  our  way.  We  overtook  diverfe 
parties  of  mules,  bound  for  Aleppo  ; .and,  enter- 
taining no  apprehenhons,  where,  indeed,  we  faw  no 
objedls  of  alarm,  we  purfued  a briflc  pace  towards 
Khantoman.  At  eleven  o’clock  we  came  on  the 
brink  of  a declivitv,  whence  we  faw  the  village 
about  fix  miles  beyond  us.  The  road  now  grew 
worfe,  and  very  ftony.  Here  we  were  furprized 
by  the  fight  of  four  horfemen  coming  towards  us, 
though  on  another  track.  We  pafifed  them,  there- 
fore, on  a diftant  line  ] but  fhortly  after,  came  on 
three  more  of  their  company  well  armed,  who  went 
clofe  by  us,  without  offering  the  leaft  moleftation. 
We  were  more  numerous,  and  provided  with  bet- 
ter weapons  of  offence ; but,  at  the  fame  time,  did 
not  relifii  thefe  encounters : and,  obferving  them 
to  halt,  and  look  earneftly  after  us,  we  mended  our 
pace,  to  get  beyond  their  reach.  Within  a mile  of 
the  village  we  beheld  a large  body  of  horfe,  which 
had  been  concealed  by  a khane,  that  Hands  with- 
out the  town.  We  were  obliged  to  go  near  them  j 
and,  putting  an  unconcerned  face  on  the  matter,  we 
trotted  brifkly  by,  and  were  luckily  permitted  to 
pafs  unqueflioned.  They  were  thirty-fix  in  num- 
ber, with  a man  of  rank  at  their  head ; and  feemed 
to  be  moving  into  the  country,  with  no  good  inten- 
tions, which  their  advanced  fcouts  but  too  plainly 
indicated.  What  a pidture  does  this  prefent  to  the 
free  native  of  the  Britifh  ifles  ? Liberty  and  con- 
tent take  off  the  edge  of  the  inclement  feafon ; 
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and  his  cottage  can  boafl  of  bleffings,  which  are 
unknown  to  the  luxurious  flaves  of  the  mildeft 
climate,  and  mod  fertile  foil  in  the  univerfe  ! 

At  one  o’clock  we  happily  reached  Khanto- 
man,  where,  in  the  only  habitable  houfe,  we  found 
Meffrs.  Robert  and  Henry  Abbott  (the  conful’s 
brother  and  nephew)  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hufley, 
chaplain  to  the  faftory,  who  had  been  kind  enough 
to  wait  for  us  fince  Saturday  night.  We  only 
took  a flight  repaid,  which  they  had  prepared  for 
us,  and  remounting  our  horfes  at  three  o’clock, 
proceeded,  in  company  with  them,  to  Aleppo,  by  a 
very  ftony  and  bad  road  j and  about  five  were 
fafely  houfed  in  the  khane  of  the  Britifli  conful. 
Our  journey  from  Sermin  has  been  eight  hours,  or 
twenty-four  miles  at  lead: ; fo  that  the  diftance 
from  Latichea  to  Aleppo  by  this  route,  is  one  hun- 
dred and  fix  miles,  though,  I am  told,  it  is  not 
reckoned  more  than  ninety. 


From  WEDNESDAY,  sift  February,  to 
MONDAY,  19th  March. 

As  our  flay  at  Aleppo  was  extended  to  an  iinrea- 
fonable  length,  by  one  of  thofe  difappointments, 
which  had  already  retarded  our  expedition,  and  to 
which,  indeed,  all  travellers  are  fubjedled  by  the 
nature  of  their  undertakings,  I fliall  quit  the  detail 
of  a diary  during  this  period  ; and  endeavor  to  be 
concife,  in  explaining  our  difficulties,  and  recount- 


ing 


f 


SUPPLEMENT.  281 

Jng  the  occurrences^  connefled  with  the  profecution 
of  our  journey. 

Our  firll  care  was  to  provide  for  the  means  to 
crofs  the  vaft  defart  before  us  j and  we  had  the 
mortification  to  find,  that  thofe  means  were  remote, 
notwithftanding  the  conful  had  been  long  apprized 
of  our  approach,  from  the  detention  we  experienced 
in  the  gulf  of  Venice.  The  Bufrah  caravan  had 
fet  out  later  than  ufual,  and  no  tidings  had  yet  been 
received  of  its  motions.  Not  a camel,  therefore, 
was  to  be  procured  in  Aleppo  j which  depends  en- 
tirely for  thefe  necefiary  animals  on  Bufrah,  in 
whofe  vicinage  they  are  chiefly  bred.  Jt  was  re- 
folved  in  this  emergency,  to  employ  a man  to  go 
to  Damafcus  for  fufHcient  camels  and  guards,  to 
make  up  a caravan  to  tranfport  us  to  Bagdad ; at 
which  city  v/e  propofed  to  embark  in  a boat  for 
Bufrah  j as  well  to  diverfify  our  mode  of  travelling, 
as  to  fave  us  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the  great 
defart.  To  the  experience  and  friendlliip  of  Mr. 
Smith,  a confiderable  merchant  of  Aleppo,  we  were 
indebted  for  a perfon  adequate  to  fuch  a commif- 
fion.  The  conful  being  at  a lofs  himfelf,  was  not 
too  proud  to  apply  to  Mr.  Smith,  who  prevailed 
on  Abdul  Azah — the  fhaik  who  conducted  the  late 
Sir  Eyre  Coote  over  the  defart,  in  the  year  1771, 
and  who  had  on  all  occafions  maintained  the  cha- 
rafter  of  an  honeft  and  able  Arab — to  accept  the 
trull.  He  fet  out  for  Damafcus  on  the  22d  of 
February,  and  promifed  to  return  in  fourteen  or 
fifteen  days.  But  as  Damafcus  was  a journey  of  a 

week 
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week  at  leaft,  we  did  not  build  on  feeing  him  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  three  weeks,  if  he  accom- 
plifhed  the  end  in  view.  This  was  an  unexpeded 
delay  ■,  but  we  had  only  to  rejoice,  that  it  could 
be  fo  pleafantly  difpofed  of,  in  the  amiable  fa- 
mily we  were  among,  and  the  hofpitable  fociety  of 
Aleppo. 

While  the  diverfions  of  the  carnival  save  new 
life  to  the  habitations  of  the  Catholic  fadtories,  and 
the  mutual  invitations  of  the  Dutch  and  Britifh  mer- 
chants, reconciled  us  daily  to  the  lofs  of  time  wc ' 
were  fuftaining,  we  met  with  a circumftance,  which, 
as  far  as  it  concerned  our  individual  intereft,  amply 
repaid  the  fufpence  we  fuffered  in  this  interval. 
This  was  nothing  lefs,  than  the  fortunate  jundtion 
of  MefTrs,  Burke  and  Churchill,  who  had  not  been 
heard  of  fince  we  left  Cyprus  together,  as  has  been 
already  related.  They  reached  Aleppo  about  the 
beginning  of  March,  via  Scanderoon  whither,  wc 
learnt,  their  veffel  had  been  driven,  after  encoun- 
tering a difagreeable  gale  of  wind  on  the  coaft  of 
Syria.  Neither  were  their  difficulties  likely  to  ter- 
minate, when  they  came  to  anchor.  It  feems,  that 
a French  frigate,  the  convoy  of  their  Levant  trade, 
was  then  in  the  harbor  of  Scanderoon ; and,  npt- 
withftanding  his  paflport  from  the  French  minifter, 
and  the  conful  at  Cyprus,  Mr.  Burke  was  entirely 
indebted  to  his  own  fpirited  condudl,  that  he  was 
not  detained,  and  carried  back  to  France  by  the 
captain  of  the  frigate.  We  congratulated  thefe 
gentlemen  on  their  narrow  efcape  from  fuch  a mif- 
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chance ; in  which  we  could  not  but  join,  on  our 
own  account ; as  our  public  difpatches  would  have 
been  a temptation,  more  powerful  than  the  French 
have  had  to  plead,  on  fome  occafions,  when  they 
found  it  convenient  to  pay  no  refpedt  to  neutral 
flags.  On  the  nth  of  the  fame  month,  we  were 
further  furprized  by  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Mat- 
cham,  witli  Meflrs.  Beet  and  Scot  in  his  fuite, 
whom  we  had  left  at  Venice,  looking  out  for  a paf- 
fage  to  Scanderoon.  This  accumulation  of  com- 
pany was  no  lefs  agreeable  to  us,  than  eligible  to 
the  other  parties  : the  efcort  being  originally  hired 
by  us,  the  company  who  joined  it,  had  only  to 
make  the  Arabian  fhaik  fome  confideration  on  their 
part.  It  was  with  no  fmall  difficulty,  however, 
that  thefe  gentlemen  hired  camels,  to  accommo- 
date themfelves  for  fuch  a journey  j and  in  this  they 
were  affifted  by  the  prudence  of  the  fliaik,  who  re- 
turned to  Aleppo  on  the  17th  of  March,  with  fome 
fpare  camels,  over  and  above  the  number  con- 
tracled  for. 

Sketches  of  Aleppo  have  not  only  been  given 
by  many  travellers,  who  have  vifited  it  through 
curiofity,  but  its  political  and  natural  hiftory  has 
been  publiflied  by  refidents,  whofe  information  and 
ability  have  left  little  to  be  gleaned  by  after  ob- 
lervers.  As  it  will  be  expedted  neverthelefs,  that 
1 fay  fomething  on  fo  copious  a fubjedl,  I fliall 
confine  myfelf  to  the  outlines  of  a piece,  to  which, 
it  would  not  be  eafy,  to  give  an  air  of  novelty. 
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Aleppo  (or  Haleb,  as  the  Turks  call  it)  is  the 
capital  of  Syria,  and  is  confidered  as  the  third  city 
of  the  Turkifh  empire.  It  Hands  in  the  latitude  of 
36®  1 1 ^ north,  and,  nearly,  equidiftant  from  the 
Mediterranean  and  Euphrates.  This  happy  fitiia- 
tion  has  long  made  it  an  emporium,  for  the  com- 
merce between  Afia  and  Europe ; which,  neither 
the  more  expeditious  route  by  the  Red-fea,  nor  the 
difcovery  of  the  paflage  round  the  continent  of 
Africa,  have  had  power  wholly  to  overturn.  On 
' this  account,  the  majority  of  the  Hates  of  Europe 
have  confuls  here  j who  live  in  friendHiip  with  the 
government,  whofe  intereH  it  is,  to  be  on  terms 
with  them  j and  it  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that, 
though  the  prefent  pacha  is  a tyrant,  and  ‘in  open 
contumacy  to  the  orders  of  the  Porte,  there  never 
was  a period,  when  Europeans  were  better  proteft- 
ed,  and,  confequently,  more  refpe<5ted  by  the  peo- 
ple. The  city  is  built  on  four  hills,  in  a chalky 
plain;  and,  is  faid,  to  be  three  miles  in  circum- 
ference. The  caHle  Hands  on  the  higheH  hill,  and 
makes  a good  figure  at  a diHance.  Aleppo  is  fur- 
rounded  by  walls  of  free-Hone  ; and  beyond  them, 
are  large  fuburbs,  inhabited  by  Greeks,  Armenians, 
and  others  of  the  ChriHian  perfuafion.  Including 
Turks  and  ChriHians,  the  city  and  environs  are 
reckoned  to  contain  200,000  inhabitants  at  this 
time,  of  which  one-fixth  may  be  ChriHians  ; but, 
like  the  other  cities  of  Turkey,  it  has  greatly « de- 
clined from  its  original  population,  wealth  and  im- 
portance. 
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portance.  A fluggifli,  deep  rivulet,  called  the 
Coich,  winds  round  one  face  of  the  town  j and  is 
of  little  other  ufe,  than  watering  the  gardens  be- 
longing to  the  inhabitants,  and  giving  a paftoral 
appearance  to  the  confines  of  the  defart,  which 
ftretches  almofi:  to  the  very  walls  of  Aleppo.  The 
banks  are  crowned  with  poplar;  and  little  whiten- 
ed villas  peep  from  among  the  vineyards  on  either 
hand.  But  the  place  is  fupplied  v/ith  excellent 
water  by  an  aquedudl:,  which  brings  it  from  Hey- 
lan,  an  hour’s  diftance,  by  the  fide  of  an  high  road. 
The  buildings  of  Aleppo,  public  and  private,  be- 
ing of  ftone,  give  a very  elegant  appearance  to  the 
ftreets ; which  are,  however,  narrow,  and  arched 
over  in  the  Gothic  tafte,  in  thofe  quarters,  where 
the  merchants  and  mechanics  have  their  lliops.  I 
here  obferved  fome  of  the  handfomeft  miOfques  I 
have  feen  ; and  the  minaret  of  one  in  particular, 
which  was  ere6led  under  the  eye  of  the  late  conful  . 
Drummond,  and  does  credit  to  his  tafte.  Add  to 
this,  the  encomium  of  Thevenot,  who  fays,  the  air 
is  thin  and  wholefome,  though  very  hot  in  the  fum- 
mer  months ; during  which  there  is  neither  rain, 
nor  fufficient  dews,  to  prevent  people  deeping  on 
the  open  terraces  of  their  houfes ; that  provifions 
are  plenty,  and  the  fituation  pieafant,  and  my  rea- 
ders have  as  perfeft  an  idea,  as  the  generality  may 
defire,  of  this  celebrated  place. 

Aleppo  is  one  of  the  three  heglerheglics^  into  which 
Syria  is  divided  ; Tripoli  and  Damafeus  being  the 
others;  and  by  the  Turks,  Damafeus,  or  Sham,  is 
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confidered  as  die  firft.  Aleppo  has  undergone  va- 
rious revolutions,  fliifting,  for  fome  ages,  from  the 
Saracens  to  the  Chriftans,  and  'vice  verja,  until  its 
final  conqueft  ann.  Dorn.  1 188  by  the  Turks,  who 
have  maintained  poflefiion  ever  fince.  It  does  not 
appear^,  to  be  in  any  immediate  danger  from  fo- 
reign enemies ; and  the  traveller  might,  at  firfi: 
fight,  fuppofe,  that  it  would  fliare  the  common  de- 
cline of  this  once  powerful  empire,  did  not  a nearer 
infpeftion  of  the  inteftine  commotions  of  its  go- 
vernment, prefent  a ftriking  pifture  of  impending 
ruin  ! Abdy  Pacha  was  the  chief  of  the  province  at 
this  time,  of  whofe  rapacity  and  difaffedtion  feveral 
inftances  have  been  fuggefted  in  this  narrative. 
The  charadters  of  thefe  defpots  are,  in  general, 
fimilar  and  difgufting ; but  there  is  fomething  fo 
contradidtory  in  the  principles  and  condudl  of  Abdy 
Pacha,  that,  1 flatter  myfelf,  I fliall  be  forgiven, 
for  bringing  to  light  two  inftances  of  his  impar- 
tiality and  firmnefs,  that  almoft  excufe  the  ferocity 
and  rebellion,  with  which  they  are  connedled. 

The  cuftom  of  traverfing  the  ftreets  in  difguife, 
to  be  unobferved  fpedlators  of  the  condudl  of  the 
different  claflfes  of  their  fubjedts,  has  been  adopted, 
as  well  by  the  governors  of  provinces,  as  by  the 
caliphs  of  Bagdad,  and  the  fultans  of  Turkey, 
The  Pacha  Abdy  frequently  employed  himfclf  in 
this  manner  j and,  fometimes,  evinced  a regard  for 
juftice,  that  was  worthy  of  a better  man.  During 
a time  of  fcarcity  the  miferies  of  the  poor  were  fo 
urgent,  as  to  excite  his  attention  for  their  relief. 

In 
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In  a country,  wliere  the  laws  are  either  perverted, 
or  exercifed  by  the  pleallire  of  the  magiftrates, 
they  are,  in  general,  fanguinary ; to  make  up,  per- 
haps, for  their  frequent  difufe.  Frauds,  therefore, 
in  the  weights  and  meafures  of  the  neceffaries  of 
life,  are  puniiliable  with  death.  Suipeding,  at  this 
feafon,  a combination  among  the  bakers  to  impofe 
on  the  poor,  he  went,  in  a wretched  difguife,  to  the 
quarter  where  they  refide.  A loaf  was  delivered  to 
his  demand,  and,  when  weighed,  correfponded  ex- 
adtly  with  the  fcales  of  the  baker.  But  the  pacha 
had  providedhimfelf  with  legal  weights  j and  found, 
on  trial,  that  the  loaf  was  deficient  one-third  of  the 
ftandard.  Without  waiting  further  forms,  he  gave 
a fignal  to  fome  attendants,  who  were  near  him, 
and  ordered  the  unfortunate  baker — whofe  guilt, 
he  faid,  was  aggravated  by  defrauding  the  apparent 
poor  and  helplefs — to  be  executed  on  the  fpot ; to 
the  great  terror  of  the  fraternity,  and  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  many  lives,  during  the  dearths  fo  common 
to  this  country. 

If  the  whole  adminiftration  of  Abdy  had  been 
guided  by  motives,  fo  equitable  and  humane,  no 
one  v/ould,  in  all  likelihood,  regret  the  fuccefs  he 
experienced,  in  a very  ingenious  oppofition  to  a re- 
cent mandate  of  the  Porte.  The  general  mifeon- 
du£t  of  the  pacha  had  been  reprefented  in  fuch  co- 
lors to  the  Divan,  that  his  death  or  removal  was 
determined  on,  as  could  be  beft  accomplilhed  ; and 
a proper  officer  difpatched  to  Aleppo,  to  put  the 
decree  in  force.  This  officer  is  diftinguiflied  by 
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an  high  cap  ; and  is  the  terror  of  all  perfons  in  the 
enapire,  poflefled  of  power  or  wealth,  to  incite  the 
refentment  or  avarice  of  the  feraglio ; and  the  man 
employed  on  the  prefent  errand,  had,  on  feveral 
occafions,  difplayed  his  courage  and  adroitnefs.  He 
had  depofed  and  banifhed  to  Damafciis,  a prede- 
celTor  of  the  pacha’s  ; and  he  returned  to  Aleppo 
fome  time  ago,  confident  of  his  fuccefs  againft  this 
delinquent.  But  he  found  himfelf  miftaken  in  the 
genius  of  the  man ; who,  learning  from  his  emilfa- 
ries  in  the  feraglio  (whofe  proteftion  and  revenge 
are  daily  fold  to  the  beft  bidders)  the  defign  in  agi- 
tation, quitted  the  city,  where  the  governor  of  the 
caftle  and  the  aga  might  be  powerful  enough  to  ac- 
celerate his  ruin.  He  formed  his  camp  on  a ri- 
fing  ground,  fome  miles  fouth  of  Aleppo  ; and 
took  up  his  head-quarters  in  a ruined  college  in 
the  vicinage.  Hence  he  fent  out  the  parties,  that 
fpread  fuch'defolation  through  the  country;  and 
hither  he  invited  the  fultan’s  meffenger,  to  com- 
municate the  will  of  his  mafter.  It  was  impofiible 
for  the  latter  to  recede  with  fafety  ; and  he  accord- 
ingly went  to  the  camp,  with  an  hundred  atten- 
dants in  his  train,  and  provided  with  two  orders,  of 
an  oppofite  nature.  This  camp  confifted  of  three 
thoufand  chofen  men,  who  were  drawn  up  in  two 
lines,  to  do  honor  to  the  occafion.  But  as  the 
emiflary  pafled  between  them,  he  obferved  feveral 
criminals  bound,  on  their  knees,  whofe  heads  were 
timely  ftruck  off  as  he  advanced,  and  fell  at  his 
feet.  A repetition  of  this  ceremony  filled  the  con- 
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fcioiis  officer  with  confufion  ; nor,  when  he  was 
told  that  they  were  robbers,  who  were  executed  for 
confpiring  againft  the  lives  and  property  of  the 
fultan’s  fubjefts,  were  his  apprehenfions  in  the  leaft 
relieved.  His  fortitude  had  wholly  forfaken  him, 
when  he  entered  into  the  prefence  of  the  pacha  ; 
to  whom  he  prefented  a very  favorable  letter  from 
the  fultan,  accompanied  with  prefents,  and  ap- 
pointing him  to  the  government  of  Orfa  ! Though 
thefe  removals  to  lefs  important  ftations,  are  con- 
fidered  as  preludes  to  difgrace,  the  pacha,  finding 
his  ftratagem  had  fucceeded,  feigned  obedience  to 
the  pleafure  of  the  fultan,  and  kiffed  the  letter  with 
great  appearance  of  refpefl,  while  he,  perhaps, 
was  revolving  in  his  mind  how  to  evade  it ! And 
not  approving  of  the  prefence  of  a fpy  of  this  kind, 
to  infpedt  or  counteraft  his  defigns,  the  pacha  gave 
him  to  underftand,  when  he  took  leave,  that  he 
would  confult  his  own  fecurity,  by  quitting  Aleppo 
with  all  fpeed  ! — There  fcarcely  wanted  this  hint, 
to  haften  the  departure  of  this  emifiary  ; who  was 
completely  foiled,  and  his  reputation  loft  on  a fer- 
vice,  that  was  not  held  fo  arduous  or  dangerous,  as 
feveral  in  which  he  had  fucceeded.  It  may  not  be 
unfatisfa6lory  to  the  reader  to  know,  that  Abdy 
did  attempt  to  enter  his  new  government  of  Orfa, 
fome  time  after  we  left  Aleppo  but  from  his  ty- 
rannical charafter,  was  refufed  admittance  by  the 
inhabitants.  Orfa  is  a city  of  Diarbekir  on  the 
river  Euphrates,  and  lies  about  eighty  miles  N.  E. 
VoL,  II.  U of 
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of  Aleppo.  Near  this  place  the  well,  where  Jacob 
firft  met  Rachael,  is  yet  fliewn  to  flrangers. 


MONDAY,  i9ch  March. 

Every  thing  being  ready  for  our  departure,  it 
was  with  no  little  concern,  that  we  took  leave  of 
our  amiable  hoftefs,  the  conful’s  lady,  to  whofe 
chearful  and  polite  behavior  we  had  been  indebted, 
for  many  pleafant  hours  we  had  experienced  in 
Aleppo.  Our  company,  befides  the  original  party, 
Mr.  Smyth,  Major  Nicol,  and  myfelf,  now  con- 
filled  of  Meflrs.  Burke,  Churchill,  Matcham,  Beet, 
and  Scot  j and  it  was  Hill  enlarged  by  the  prefence 
of  Dr.  Freer,  the  phyfician  of  the  fa6lory,  who  had 
the  company’s  permiflion  to  proceed  to  India;  and 
both  from  his  profeflional  fkill,  and  his  knowledge 
of  the  Turkilli  and  Arabic  languages,  was  elleem- 
ed  a confiderable  acquifition  to  our  fociety  : fo, 
that  with  my  fervant  Richard,  and  a French  cook 
of  Mr.  Burke’s,  we  formed  a body  of  no  lefs  than 
eleven  Europeans.  Towards  the  evening  we  left 
the  city,  and  went  to  our  encampment  without  the 
gate  of  Damafeus,  attended  by  the  conful,  his  bro- 
ther, and  the  reft  of  our  friends.  Here  we  found 
three  tents,  pitched  for  our  party,  and  two  for  the 
fliaik  and  his  Arabs.  Had  a citizen  of  London 
been  fuddenly  tranfported  to  this  place — had  he 
feen  our  preparations,  our  horfes  to  ride,  and  our 
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mahfas,  carried  by  camels,  to  travel  in  during  the 
heats — the  provifions  made  for  our  journey,  and  a 
gentleman  above  feventy  years  of  age,  among  us — 
he  would  have  laughed  at  the  notion  of  fatigue  or 
fcarcity  attending  us.  Nor  was  the  article  of  our 
fecurity  lefs  confuited  by  our  excellent  providore 
the  conful.  Fifty  Arabs,  well  armed,  and  feledted 
from  the  various  tribes  we  were  likely  to  encounter 
on  the  road,  compofed  our  guard.  Thefe  guards 
are  to  aft  in  a double  capacity  j and  to  fight  or  ne- 
gotiate our  way,  as  may  be  molt  eligible,  The 
price  of  this  convoy  was  not  inconfiderable ; and, 
indeed,  only  fuited  to  the  finances  of  a public  body, 
or  a large  party  of  travellers.  But  as  both  this, 
and  the  expence  of  baggage-camels,  are  regulated 
and  managed  by  the  Co?npany's  agents  at  Aleppo 
and  Bufrah,  it  is  unneceflary  to  enter  into  the  de- 
tail here. 

The  conful  returned  home  towards  night-fall, 
v/ith  a promife  of  feeing  us  again,  before  we  moved 
from  our  ground.  The  Arabs  now  began  to  fire 
guns  as  ufual,  which  alarmed  the  city  guard  by 
their  vicinity,  and  different  bodies  came  out  to 
enquire  into  the  caufe.  We  were  obliged  to  treat 
them  with  coffee,  and  to  difmifs  them  with  a civil 
meffage  to  the  governor. 


U 2 


TUESDAY, 


7g2  LETTER  IV. 

TUESDAY,  20th  March. 

We  learnt  this  morning,  that  the  pacha  had  laid 
an  embargo  on  our  caravan,  on  account  of  the  dif- 
turbance  of  the  preceding  night.  This  obliged  us 
to  difpatch  an  Arab  to  the  conful,  to  obtain  an  or- 
der for  our  departure.  This  order  did  not  arrive 
before  ten  o’clock,  and  the  conful  foon  following  it, 
at  eleven  we  decamped,  forming  a caravan  of 
eighty  camels,  and  nearly  as  many  perfons.  Our 
ftages  to  Bagdad  are  adjufted,  and  we  are  to  per- 
form the  journey  in  fixteen  days,  if  no  obftacle  pre- 
vent it.  Our  obliging  friends  foon  took  leave  of 
us,  and  it  would  be  a glaring  inftance  of  ingrati- 
tude in  me,  were  I to  conceal  the  obligations  our 
original  party  were  under  to  the  conful,  for  his 
attention  to  our  accommodations  on  the  road,  and 
the  unaffefted  welcome  we  experienced  under  his 
roof,  for  the  fpace  of  a month.  In  the  focial  tem- 
per and  friendly  behavior  of  his  brother,  Mr.  Ro- 
bert Abbott,  we  found  much  gratification  during 
our  flay  3 nor  fhould  Mr.  Huffey,  nor  Mr.  Hays 
■ and  his  agreeable  lady  be  forgotten,  when  we  refledl 
on  the  fociety  we  had  been  fo  much  pleafed  with 

Striking 

* As  Mr.  John  Abbott  is  fince  dead,  to  the  deep  regret  of 
his  friends  and  the  lofs  of  the  nation,  I may  be  allowed  a 
greater  latitude  in  faying,  that  the  manners  of  a polilhed  gen- 
tleman, and  the  talents  of  a public  officer  were  never  more 
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Striking  to  the  S.  E.  we  travelled  for  an  hour  over 
a level  country,  wafted  by  opprcftion.  Before 
noon  we  met  with  a horfeman,  who  advifed  us, 
that  the  town  of  Sphery,  near  the  Salt-lake — which 
fupplles  Aleppo  with  that  article,  and  where  we 
meant  to  water — was  occupied  by  a tribe  of  Rufli- 
wans.  This  obliged  us  to  ftrike  to  the  fouth,  and 
will  lengthen  our  way,  as  we  are  to  avoid  Hagla. 
At  three  o’clock  we  came  to  a fmall  pool  of  water, 
where  we  halted.  This  place  is  called  Ain  Shalk 
Nafliek,  and  is  five  hours  or  thirteen  miles,  from 
Aleppo,  as  the  camels  have  gone  better  than  two 
miles  and  a half  an  hour.  Meflfs.  Smyth,  Mat- 
cham  and  myfelf,  having  provided  ourfelves  with 
horfes,  rode  the  whole  ftage,  the  fun  not  being  hot 
enough  to  Induce  us  to  difplace  our  fervants,  who 
are  to  occupy  our  feats  in  the  mahfas  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions.  Towards  night  we  difcovered  a well  of 
better  water,  which  in  rainy  weather  has  a com- 
munication with  the  pool.  A watch  was  fet  by 
Abdul  Azah  on  all  fides  of  the  encampment, 
which,  he  fays,  is  to  confift  of  twelve  Arabs  during 
our  journey. 

happily  blended  than  in  the  late  conful  of  Aleppo.  The  pub- 
lic bodies,  who  employed  him,  have  done  juftice  to  the  latter 
part  of  his  charafter  : and  to  the  former,  I may  appeal  to 
the  teftimony  of  every  gentleman,  who  has  gone  to  and  from 
India,  by  this  route. 
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WEDNESDAY,  21ft  March. 

We  were  not  ftirring -before  fix  this  morningj 
nor  were  the  camels  loaded  and  in  motion  before 
eight  o’clock.  The  fhaik  told  us  this  late  rifing 
would  not  do  ; to  which  we  readily  fubfcribed,  as 
we  only  waited  his  fummons,  and  were  anxious 
enough  to  haften  our  progrefs.  We  went  S.  by 
W.  a difagreeablc  truth  which  the  compafs  told 
me  i and  on  enquiring  the  caufe  from  the  fhaik, 
we  found  that  the  fear  of  the  Rufhwans  on  the 
ufual  road,  will  oblige  him  to  make  a circuit,  that 
will  Confiderably  lengthen  the  route  as  far  as  Teibe. 
The  road  was  ftony  for  the  firft  hour,  when  we 
came  on  ploughed  land,  and  faw  Hocks  of  fheep 
feeding  on  the  hills*  Thefe  belonged  to  a tribe  of 
Arabs,  whofe  tents  appeared  about  half  a mile  to 
the  left.  About  eleven  we  turned  fouth,  and  tra- 
velled over  rifing  and  gravelly  ground  until  noon, 
when  we  fuddenly  came  on  fome  pools  of  water. 
Here  we  found  fome  Bedouins  watering  their  cat- 
tle, and  drank  a difh  of  coffee  ourfelves,  which  the 
fhaik^s  fervants  prepared  for  us,  while  the  caravan 
went  on.  Hence  we  took  our  way  by  a fmall 
fream,  and  leaving  an  hill  to  our  right,  bent  our 
courfe  nearly  eaft,  and  foon  overtook  our  company. 
We  now  difmounted  our  horfes,  and  getting  into 
our  mahfas,  found  them  lefs  difagreeable  and  in- 
convenient, than  was  reprefented  to  us*  A mahfa 
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refembles  half  a chaife,  two  of  which  being  op- 
pofed  on  the  back  of  a ftronger  kind  of  camel,  are 
cov^ered  above  with  a tent ; and  being  juft  diftant 
enough  for  the  party  to  get  in  between,  do  not  pre- 
vent converfation  on  the  road.  They  are,  in  ge- 
neral, fmall  and  rickety  ; but  ours  having  been 
made  for  the  purpofe,  it  is  no  wonder,  that  their 
common  inconveniencies  were  avoided.  It  muft 
be  confefted,  however,  that  this  carriage  cannot 
bear  a comparifon  with  the  taukaravan  ; a kind  of 
roomy  litter,  carried  like  a fed  an,  between  two  ca- 
mels, and  adapted,  on  occafion,  for  every  purpofe 
of  a tent.  But  as  two  camels  are  here  appropriated 
to  one  traveller,  inftead  of  two  travellers  to  one 
camel,  as  in  the  mahfa,  the  expence  is,  confe- 
quently,  as  four  to  one  to  an  individual  ; befides, 
that  fufHcient  are  feldom  to  be  met  with  for  a nu- 
merous party.  Mr.  Burke  was  furniftied  with  one 
of  thefe  litters  ^ and  travelled  more  at  his  eafe, 
than  if  he  had  been  in  a wheel- carriage.  This  is 
fo  unknown  in  Turkey,  that  a merchant  of  Aleppo, 
having  got  a capriole  from  London,  drove  it  one 
day  on  the  road  ; but,  unluckily  meeting  with  the 
pacha  and  his  fuite,  their  horfes  took  fright  at  the 
noife  of  the  wheels,  and  galloped  to  the  city,  when 
an  order  was  immediately  ifliied  for  the  fiipprelTion 
of  fuch  a nuifance  ! We  continued  our  courfe  until 
three,  when  we  halted  among  fome  broken  ground, 
reputed  to  have  good  water.  This  ftage  is  called 
Erjill;  and  as  we  have  gone  fix  hours,  or  eighteen 
miles,  we  are  by  our  reckoning  thirty-three  miles 
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from  Aleppo.  The  weather  has  been  hot  and  un- 
pleafant  to-day.  We  filled  up  our  empty  (kins 
here,  as  we  ^re  not  to  meet  with  good  water  for 
three  days. 

THURSDAY,  22d  March. 

We  were  up  and  had  our  baggage  packed  be- 
fore fix  this  morning,  but  did  not  quit  our  ground 
till  feven.  This  delay  allows  of  our  taking  a difh 
of  chocolate  or  an  egg,  by  way  of  breakfaft.  There 
was  an  extenfive  plain  before  us,  which  we  had  not 
crofied  before  eleven  o’clock.  The  foil  was  clay, 
with  a parched  fod.  A fmall  fhower  fcrved  to  re- 
'frelh  us  on  the  way,  and  at  noon  we  entered  a 
defile,  where  the  ground  was  ftony  and  broken. 
When  we  had  pafled  this,  another  plain  appeared 
in  view,  bounded  on  our  left,  by  a range  of  hills, 
called  Shebate.  This  plain  was  undermined  with 
the  earths  of  different  animals.  We  faw  a hare, 
and  herds  of  deer  at  a diftance.  One  of  the  Arabs 
killed  a fat  buftard,  for  which  we  gave  him  hand- 
fome  encouragement,  as  we  are  to  depend  on  the 
gun  for  frefh  provifion.  At  five  in  the  evening 
we  reached  Hamam,  where  we  halted  to  fleep. 
Here  is  a running  ftream,  whofe  waters  continually 
fmoke,  and  have  a fulphureous  tafte  ; whence,  per- 
haps, the  name  of  the  place,  which  fignifies  a warm 
bath.  We  have  gone  ten  hours,  or  twenty-feven 
miles  on  a medium  3 ib  that,  by  our  reckoning, 
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we  are  fixty  miles  diftant  from  Aleppo.  Our 
courfe  to-day  has  been  S.  E.  There  is  a fpacious 
burying- ground  at  Hamam,  which  fpeaks  the  exi- 
iftence  of  a town,  that  might  have  been  vifited  by 
the  Romans  and  Greeks  in  former  times,  for  the 
efficacy  of  its  mineral  waters. 


FRIDAY,  23d  March, 

A fmart  froft  fet  in  this  morning,  with  a ffiarp  , 
wind  from  the  N.  E.  This  rendering  our  fituation 
difagreeable  between  the  time  of  ftriking  the  tents 
and  loading  the  camels,  the  greateft  part  of  our 
company  walked  on  before.  Though  we  are  well 
prepared  with  furs,  againft  the  chill  air  of  the 
morning,  we  find  this  exercife  very  falutary,  and 
mean  to  continue  it  daily.  Our  courfe  was  over  a 
plain,  which  we  traverfed  without  much  variety,  the 
whole  day.  The  caravan  overtook  us  before  nine, 
when  we  had  been  a full  hour  afoot.  The  bed 
of  the  warm  ftream  crofled  our  road,  but  was  here 
dry.  Plenty  of  buftards  were  fprung  by  our  cara- 
van, but  were  too  ffiy,  to  admit  of  a ffiot  being 
.fired  at  them.  In  the  afternoon  we  crolTed  a rug- 
ged hill,  called  II  Plas.  On  our  right  a chain  of 
mountains,  in  Arabic  Uffierun,  bounded  the  ho- 
rizon. At  five  we  halted  for  the  night,  on  the 
open  plain.  Our  courfe  to-day  has  been  S.  E. 
fornetimes  inclining  to  eaft.  We  have  travelled 
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upwards  of  nine  hours,  or  twenty-fix  miles  ; fo 
that,  by  our  reckoning,  we  are  eighty-fix  miles  from 
Aleppo. 


SATURDAY,  24th  March. 

We  decamped  before  feven  this  morning.  The 
Ufherun  hills  ftill  continued  on  our  right,  at  the 
, diftance  of  feven  or  eight  leagues.  The  foil  be- 
came gravelly,  and  (vas  fcattered  up  and  down 
with  liverwort,  of  which  the  camel  is  very  greedy. 
Nothing  worthy  of  remark  occurred  this  day.  Be- 
fore noon  the  horfemen  halted  to  drink  coffee,  and 
were  told  by  the  fliaik  thatTeibe  lies  about  ten 
leagues  S.  E.  of  us,  and  Palmyra  about  double  the 
diftance  S.  S.  E.  Our  curiofity  might,  poffibly, 
have  induced  us  to  have  lengthened  our  journey  a 
few  days,  had  there  been  a chance  of  our  paying  a 
fafe  vifit  to  thofe  celebrated  ruins,  without  an  Arab 
conduftor  of  the  tribe  that  inhabit  them.  We  were 
unfurnilhed  with  one,  and  the  undertaking  would 
have  involved  us  in  hoflilities  ! We  regularly  ap- 
proached the  hills  until  funfet,  on  one  of  which  we 
obferved  the  tomb  of  a Turkoman,  when  we  pitched 
our  tents  about  a fhort  mile  from  them.  This 
fpot  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  Teneh  il  Tyre. 
Our  journey  to-'day  has  been  near  eleven  hours,  or 
thirty  miles,  which  makes  our  diftance  from  Aleppo 
one  hundred  and  fixteen  miles.  Walking  in  front 
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of  our  encampment  after  dark,  I obferved  our  ad- 
vanced guards  warming  themfelves  by  a fire  they 
had  funk  in  the  ground  to  prevent  difcovery  ; a 
precaution  I did  not  expe6l  from  their  unmilitary 
appearance,  and  ignorance  of  the  difcipline  of 
war. 


SUNDAY,  25th  Marcft. 

We  moved  a little  after  fix  this  morning,  near 
an  hour  earlier  than’ufual.  Our  courfe  was  E.  by 
S.  until  we  gained  fome  hills  ahead.  Defcending 
thence  we  crofTed  the  channel  of  a torrent,  which 
during  the  rains  is  flooded  from  the  heights,  and 
runs  into  the  Euphrates.  The  foil  we  travelled 
over  to-day,  has  chiefly  confifted  of  gravel.  The 
hills  of  Bufhear  were  eafl;  of  us  during  our  march. 
About  five  in  the  evening  we  encamped  under  thofe 
hills,  where  we  found  good  water.  This  place  is 
called  II  Coom,  and  lies  about  four  miles  north  of 
Teibe,  whofe  ruins  and  minaret  we  faw  diftindly. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  one  of  the  wells  here  affords 
a warm  fpring,  which  may  be  of  a mineral  nature, 
though  it  is  quite  taflelefs.  Our  journey  to-day  has 
been  eleven  hours,  or  twenty-eight  miles ; fo  that 
by  our  reckoning  we  are  one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  miles  from  Aleppo. 
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MONDAY,  26th  March. 

We  quitted  our  ground  about  feven  this  morn- 
ing, and  leaving  Teibe  to  our  right,  kept  an 
E.  S.  E.  courfe.  We  .prefently  came  up  with  a 
ftagnate  water,  covered  thickly  with  reeds,  to  the 
foiith  of  which  we  pafied.  The  foil  about  it  was 
very  fandy.  At  nine  o’clock  the  advanced  party 
on  horfeback  hit,  by  accident,  on  a broken  aque- 
du£l.  This  raifing  our  curiofity,  we  alighted,  and 
defcended  into  the  broken  place,  where  we  found 
the  building  to  be  of  hewn  ftone  and  neat  work- 
manfliip.  Our  Arabs  tell  us,  that  this  aquedudl: 
runs  from  the  wells  of  II  Coom,  to  Kafer  11  Auk- 
hein,  a ruined  ftru6ture,  which  we  are  to  vifit  this 
forenoon.  One  of  our  company  difcharged  a muf- 
ket  into  the  aquedu6t,  in  order  to  ftart  any  game 
that  might  be  concealed  in  it.  This  efFe6t  was 
not  produced  ; but  the  report  of  the  mufket  ferved 
to  difclofe  the  direction,  in  which  the  channel  run. 
As  we  advanced  we  traced  the  aquedufl  on  the 
road,  by  the  wells  which  opened  into  it  at  different 
places,  for  the  conveniency  of  drawing  water.  A 
v«y  little  expence  might  reftore  this  antient  work 
to  its  original  ufe.  But  where  is  the  population, 
which  once  benefitted  by  this  work,  and  reared  ha- 
bitations and  culture  on  this  barren  wafte  ? At 
noon  the  party,  which  had  ftruck  off  the  direfb 
courfe,  came  to  Kafer  II  Aukhein,  which  is  fitu- 
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ated  to  the  north  of  an  hill,  with  an  extenfive  plain 
to  the  eaftward.  There  are  various  reports  of  the 
rife  of  this  building  in  a defart,  where  it  could  little 
be  expefted  to  exift.  The  Arabic  name,  however, 
fignifies  The  Two  Brothers^  who  are  faid  to  have  re- 
fided  here  many  ages  ago,  and  whofe  union  and 
difcord  gave  birth  to  extraordinary  adventures. 
On  taking  a view  of  it,  however,  the  building 
feems  to  o-o  hie-her  than  Saracen  origin.  The  ar- 
chite6lure  is  of  mixed  orders,  with  a tindure  of  the 
Grecian,  when  Greece  was  in  its  decline.  I am 
here  tempted  to  offer  a conje6lure,  which  the  reader 
may  reje61:  or  fubferibe  to,  as  he  thinks  fit.  Its 
neighbourhood  to  Palmyra  renders  it  not  impro- 
bable, that  it  was  a fummer  palace  of  Zenobia,  or 
of  fome  of  the  Palmyrine  monarchs.  Its  equi- 
diftant  fituation  from  the  Euphrates  and  Palmyra — 
being  a day’s  journey  in  the  high  road  from  each — 
certainly  favors  this  opinion  : though,  after  all,  it 
may  be  of  the  age  of  the  Caliphs  of  Damafeus  and 
Bagdad,  and  no  more  than  a patched  edifice,  reared 
from  the  ruins  of  Palmyra.  This  building  con- 
fifts  of  two  fquares,  one  of  which  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  diameter,  and  the  other  of  one  hun- 
dred. There  are  the  remains  of  a fine  palace  in 
one  fquare,  into  which  the  aqueducSl  is  alfo  brought. 
In  the  other  there  are  arched  apartments  around. 
Four  marble  pillars  yet  remain  at  the  entrance. 
Between  the  fquares  there  is  an  high  tower,  with  a 
ftair-cafe  perfe(fi:  enough  to  afeend  by.  Hence  is 
a view  of  the  environs,  which  fliew  evident  traces 
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of  the  gardens  and  pleafure-groiinds  which  once 
furrounded  Kafer  II  Aukhein. 

We  left  this  place  at  one  o’clock,  and  overtook 
the  caravan  at  two.  The  foil  became  fandy,  and 
continued  fo,  until  we  halted  at  half  paft  four  in  a 
hollow  way.  We  travelled  near  ten  hours,  or 
twenty-fix  miles  to-day,  and  are  one  hundred  and 
feventy  miles  from  Aleppo,  Our  courfe  from  II 
Coom  has  been  S.  E. 

V 

TUESDAY,  27th  March, 

We  decamped  between  fix  and  feven  this  morn- 
ing. Our  courfe  was  nearly  eaft,  which  we  held 
the  whole  day.  The  foil  generally  fandy,  except 
on  rifing  grounds,  which  were  covered  with  flints. 
As  we  went  along,  the  caravan  flatted  feveral  hares, 
which  being  entangled  and  confufed,  amid  fuch  a 
body,  were  knocked  down  by  the  Arabs  on  foot, 
who  are  dexterous  at,  what  the  vulgar  call,  fhying 
a flick.  At  eleven  our  advanced  party  drank  cof- 
fee oppofite  Jebul  Serhim.  Jufl  beyond  this  place 
an  ugly  accident  had  like  to  have  befallen  one  of 
our  fcouts,  whofe  powder-horn,  taking  fire  as  he 
levelled  his  piece  at  a deer,  blew  up  with  a loud 
report.  The  noife  and  fmake  direfled  our  fleps  to 
the  place,  where  we  were  glad  to  find  he  was  not 
much  hurt.  As  we  were  approaching  our  ground, 
the  advanced  guard  made  a fignal  of  alarm,  and  two 
of  the  befl-mounted  immediately  gave  chafe  to  a 
4 Angle 
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fingle  camel,  which  they  overtook  after  a fevere 
purfuit.  The  (Iranger  was  fuppofed  to  be  a fpy; 
but  what  was  our  furprize  when  we  came  up  to 
find,  that  he  was  a melTcngcr  from  our  confiderate 
friend,  the  conful  of  Aleppo.  He  had  been  fent 
in  queft  of  us  the  day  after  our  departure  ; but 
miffing  his  end,  becaufe  we  had  changed  our  courfe, 
he  was  difpatched  again,  and  very  fortunately 
ftumbled  on  us.  He  had  miftaken  us  for  enemies, 
and  had  endeavored  to  avoid  us,  which  enlivened 
the  fenfc  of  our  good  fortune.  French  and  Englifli 
news-papers  to  the  end  of  January,  made  up  the 
bulk  of  the  packet ; but  a long  expedted  letter 
from  the  objedl  of  my  fondeft  wiffies  and  affec- 
tions,  redoubled  my  fatisfadlion  on  this  occafion. 
How  truly  do  we  live,  my  H * * *,  to  encreafe  our 
gratitude  and  veneration  towards  the  all-wife  dif- 
pofer  of  events  ! The  difappointment  of  our  defires 
is  no  more,  than  the  excels  of  his  concern  for  a 
fhort-fighted  race  while  the  circumftances  which 
accompany  his  benefits,  generally  fupply  them  with 
unforefeen  delights.  The  favor  which  I have  met 
with,  when  all  hope  of  fuch  favor  was  at  an  end, 
awakens  this  reflexion,  and  enforces  this  poor  ac- 
knowledgment. Yes,  my  H the  news  of 
your  welfare  was  referved  for  a feafon,  when  I was 
in  need  of  its  influence.  What  would  have  charm- 
ed me  amid  the  habitations  of  men,  was  more  than 
my  folace  in  the  lonely  wafle.  That  letter  was 
the  ray,  which  diredted  my  footfteps  through  the 
wildernefsj  it  was  the  manna,  that  fuftained  my 
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fainting  foul ! If  miracles  are  held  from  thefe  dcge-» 
nerate  times,  their  effects  are  communicated  with^ 

‘ out  their  fplendor  ; and,  liowever  undignified  by 
the  vifible  interpofition  of  the  Deity,  his  benevo- 
lence is  yet  extended  to  the  moft  unworthy  of  his 
creatures. 

We  pafled  the  evening  in  a different  manner 
from  any  of  the  former.  Our  tent  appeared  like  a 
coffee-houfe ; and,  I fancy,  we  are  the  firft,  who 
encountered  frefli  news-papers  on  the  defarts  of 
Arabia.  The  place  of  our  encampment  is  called 
Khuder.  Our  march  to-day  has  been  near  eleven 
hours,  or  twenty-eight  miles ; which  makes  our 
diftance  from  Aleppo  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
miles. 


WEDNESDAY,  28th  March. 

We  moved  at  half  paft  fix  this  morning,  and 
(truck  to  E.  by  S.  in  order  to  gain  our  watering- 
place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Euphrates.  The  foil 
was  a gravel  during  this  day’s  march,  and  fome^ 
times  (trewed  with  large  (tones.  We  left  the  hills 
in  our  rear,  with  a remarkable  white  one,  called 
Rhahat.  ■ An  immenfe  plain  prefented  itfelf  to  us, 
interfperfed  with  hollow  and  broken  ground.  As 
we  went  along,  one  of  our  fervants  (tumbled  on  an 
oftrich’s  neft.  The  bird,  as  ufual,  had  forfaken  it ; 
leaving  to  the  fun  to  hatch  her  eggs.  There  were 
no  lefs  than  fifteen  eggs  in  this  neft,  which  afforded 
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a good  repaft  to  the  Arabs.  I rode  back  above  a 
mile,  to  examine  the  ftru6ture  of  the  nefl:,  which 
can  be  compared  to  nothing  elfe  than  the  bed 
which  the  bricklayer  makes,  in  mixing  np  his  mor- 
tar. It  was  raifed  fome  inches  above  the  furface  of 
the  earth,  and  formed  of  fine  fand  ; about  three 
feet  diameter,  with  a trench  round,  to  preferve  the 
eggs  from  being  laid  under  water.  Our  journey 
continued  longer  than  ufual  to-day.  We  travelled 
until  fix  in  the  evening,  when  we  halted  in  a hollow 
way,  at  lead  five  miles  fiaort  of  the  wells  of  Jub  U1 
Rhanam.  The  fhaik  talks  of  fending  the  camels 
to  water  there.  Our  march  has  been  twelve  hours, 
or  thirty  miles  from  Khuder,  and,  by  our  reckon- 
ing, this  place  is  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
miles  from  Aleppo. 

''r- 

THURSDAY,  29th  March.  !.  1 

We  were  jn  motion  between  fix  and  feven  this 
morning.  No  water  was  brought  from  the  wells 
laft  night,  which  would  have  faved  us  both  time 
and  ground  to-day.  Bending  our  courfe,  therefore, 
due  eaft,  to  gain  them,  exaftly  at  eight  o’clock  we 
came  to  the  fpot,  where  we  found  eiglit  or  ten 
wells  of  frefli  water. 

Jub  U1  Rhanam,  or  the  flieep- wells,  is  reforted 
to  by  all  the  caravans,  that  pafs  between  Eufrah, 
Bagdad,  Dam.afcus  and  Aleppo.  The  origin  of 
the  word  is  no  unpleafing  proof,  of  the  fertility  and 
VoL.  II,  X population 
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population  of  this  country,  before  the  ravages  of 
ivar,  and  the  changes  of  time  converted  it  to  a dc- 
fart.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  water  having  been 
more  palatable  and  clear,  when  the  wells  were  con- 
ftantly  drawn  ; though  the  numerous  path-ways, 
that  lead  to  Jub  U1  Rhanam,  evince,  that  it  is  not 
a little  frequented  in  thefe  days.  In  fa6t,  the  ele- 
ment, which  thefe  wells  contain,  has  not  only  ex- 
cited as  much  avidity,  but  coft  as  much  blood  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  defart,  as  the  fpoils  of  fplen- 
did  cities  have  ck>ne  in  civilized  regions.  Frequent 
and  fanguinary  are  the  contefts  of  the  different 
tribes  of  Arabs,  who  meet  by  accident,  at  one  of 
thefe  watering-places  5 and  caravans  themfelves, 
have  fuffered  great  hardflaip  and  danger  from  fuch 
encounters.  The  fliaik  gave  \>s  an  account  of  a 
caravan,  which  found  the  wells  it  was  in  queft  of, 
in  poffelTion  of  a tribe  of  Arabs.  Though  the  ca- 
ravan was  llrong  enough  to  aiSl  on  tire  defenfive,  it 
was  not  in  a fituation  to  have  recourfe  to  forcey 
while  there  was  a profpedl:  of  fucceeding.  by  nego- 
tiation. But  every  effort  to  procure  a fupply  of 
water,  was  in  vain.  The  Arabs  declared,  there 
w^as  not  enough  for  the  ufe  of  the  tribe,  which  had 
fixed  its  quarters  there  for  fome  time.  This  arifwer 
precluded  all  hope  from  the  leaders  of  the  cara- 
van ; and  it  was  determined  to  attack  the  encamp- 
ment of  their  foes.  The  reception  they  met  with, 
was  as  warm  as  could  be  expefted  from  people, 
who  were  fighting  for  their  wives  and  children  ; 
nor  could  the  charge  be  fuppoied  to  be  faint,  which 
7 . was 
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^as  made  by  travellers,  driven  to  defpalr  for  a 
mouthful  of  water  ! The  aflailants  were,  however, 
repulfed  in  three  feparate  attacks ; and  fatigue  and 
drought  deftroyed  many,  who  had  efcaped  the 
fword.  Their  fate  was  fuppofed  to  be  decided, 
when  it  occurred  to  an  Arab  of  the  caravan,  to 
propofe  a manoeuvre,  that  is  prailifed  among  the 
tribes  in  their  civil  warfare.  At  midnight  all  the 
cattle  in  the  caravan  were  colle6ied,  and  driven  on, 
by  loud  fhouts  and  fires,  againft  the  tents  of  the 
enemy.  As  this  fhock  was  unexpe6ted,  it  fortu- 
nately fucceeded,  in  breaking  the  lines,  which  were 
immediately  feized  by  the  guards  of  the  caravan, 
and  the  wells  not  only  gained,  but  the  provifions 
and  effedts  of  the  tribe,  who  were  routed  with  great- 
flaughter.  Should  the  philofopher  in  his  retreat 
fufpedl,  that  no  motives  of  difcord  or  avarice  could 
fubfifl:  in  a defart,  experience  of  mankind  would 
teach  him,  that  their  appetites  and  humors  univer- 
fally  ftimulate  to  adlion  and  may  banifh  peace 
and  confidence  from  thefe  folitudes,  as  well  as  from 
the  haunts  of  men. — It  was  eleven  o’clock  before 
our  camels  had  drank,  and  our  Ikins  were  filled 
with  water.  We  took  a refrefhment  in  this  inter- 
val. Our  courfe  was  S.  E.  The  country  is  be- 
come quite  level,  which  1 impute  to  our  vicinity  to 
the  Euphrates,  but  fix  hours  diflance  from  us. 
About  two  in  the  afternoon  a volume  of  fmoke  was 
difeovered  in  the  eaflern  quarter ; which  indicated 
the  neighborhood  of  an  Arab  tribe.  The  circum- 
ftance  is  unpleafant,  as  we  had  hoped  not  to  meet 
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any  human  beings  on  this  fide  the  river.  The  foil 
to-day  has  been  of  gravel,  fometimes  mixed  with 
fand.  It  afforded  the  mofl" beautiful  thiftle,  which 
gees  by  the  name  of  '^ournefort  Gondeba^  as  that 
ingenious  traveller  tranfported  it  from  the  defart,  to 
the  phyfic-gardcns  at  Paris.  At  half  paid  four  we 
came  to  an  hollow  way,  that  refembled  the  bed  of  a 
pool.  The  foil  gravel,  with  quantities  of  grafs  and 
wild  herbs  fpread  over  it.  Here  we  pitched  our 
tents,  and  faw  flights  of  wild  geefe  going  towards 
the  river.  This  place  is  called  Battan  Swahib,  or 
the  bed  of  waters,  which  confirms  the  juflnefs  of 
our  ideas  of  it ; and  as  the  river  lies  but  five  hours 
north,  thefe  waters,  probably,  difeharge  themfelves 
therein  during  the  rains.  We  have  gone  but  feven 
hours,  or  eighteen  miles  to-day,  and  are  two  hun- 
dred and  forty- fix  miles  from  Aleppo. 


FRIDAY,  30th  March. 

We  flruck  our  tents  between  fix  and  feven  this 
morning,  and  bending  our  courfe  ftill  to  the  S.  E. 
we  continued  travelling  on  a plain,  here  and  there 
interfperfed  with  broken  ground.  The  loil  became 
better,  and  the  fhrubs  were  in  full  leaf}  which 
the  atmofphere  near  the  river  occafions.  As  we 
were  defeending  a precipice  about  two  o’clock,  a 
tranfporting  view  opened  to  us,  of  the  Euphrates, 
running  from  weft  to  eaft.  At  the  fame  time  an 
alarm  was  given,  of  Arabs  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
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This  checked  our  pleafure ; but  it  foon  revived, 
when  we  difcovered  the  alarm  to  have  been  with- 
out foundation.  < But  thefe  banks  did  not  delight 
us,  from  the  beauties  they  offered  to  the  eye.  They 
were  not  even  in  a fiate  of  cultivation,  neither  af- 
fording verdure  nor  wood  ; and  I could  not,  with- 
out indignation  at  the  poffefTors  of  this  country, 
behold  the  celebrated  Euphrates  rolling  his  waters 
through  a defolate  tract.  As  we  advanced  we  dif- 
covered  wild  barley  mixed  with  the  grafs,  on  which 
our  cattle  feafbed.  The  feed  is  fcattered  by  the 
caravans  at  their  halting-places,  and  takes  root 
when  it  falls  on  good  foil.  We  croffed  feveral 
dry  torrents,  which  run  towards  the  river.  The 
afbeftos  and  talk  were  fcattered  in  one  of  the  beds, 
and  another  was  ftill  moift  with  water.  After  a 
tedious  march  we  halted  at  fix  o’clock,  at  a place 
called  Jebul  Erzi,  near  which,  the  fliaik  tells  us, 
are  the  ruins  of  a large  city.  From  its  fituation, 
I apprehend  it  to  have  been  the  antient  Circefium. 
Our  march  to-day  has  been  near  twelve  hours,  or 
thirty  miles,  fo  that  we  are  two  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-fix  miles  from  Aleppo. 


SATURDAY,  jifl  March. 

We  decamped  at  half  paft  fix  this  morning,  and 
bent  our  courfc  E.  S.  E.  In  about  an  hour  we  faw 
a grove  of  willows  to  our  left,  which  announced 
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the  river.  There  is  a village  there  which  is  called 
Sejour  Rhnrab,  or  the  trees  amid  the  ruins.  The 
novelty  of  the  fcene  was  infinitely  agreeable  ; to 
which  the  furface  of  the  earth,  painted  with  various 
flowers,  the  iris,  the  wall-flower,  and  others  of  a 
wild  kind,  not  a little  contributed.  At  nine 
o’clock  we  came  oppofite  fome  hills  on  the  northern 
bank  of  the  river  j on  which  we  law  the  ruins  men- 
tioned by  our  fliaik.  We  followed  the  line  of  the 
river,  and  about  ten  arrived  at  Manea^  a very  ro- 

A 

piantic  place,  covered  with  willows  and  mulberries. 
Here  we  afeended  an  artificial  mount,  which  has 
ferved  for  an  antient  burial-place.  Hence  w^e  had 
^n  extenfive  view  of  the  Euphrates,  winding  his 
majeftic  courfe  through  the  bottom.  The  ftream 
is  here  about  half  a mile  wide,  and  runs  a,t  the  rate 
of  three  miles  an  hqur.  On  the  other  fide  we  ob- 
ferved  cattle  feeding,  and  a Angle  herdfman,  as  we 
took  him  to  be.  At  a diftance  appeared  feyeral 
encampments  of  Arabs  j but  we  did  not  imagine 
that  we  could  be  diftinguiflied  by  any  one.  We 
went  to  the  river,  to  take  a draught  of  water,  and 
faw  a raft,  falling  down  with  the  ftream  under  the 
oppofite  bank.  We  did  not  like  this  circum- 
ftance  j and  the  fliaik  feemed  to  fear,  that  notice 
would  precede  us  of  our  approach.  Renewing  our 
march,  we  paflTed  over  ploughed  lands,  and  fields 
* pf  barley.  At  two  in  the  afternoon,  we  went  un- 
der an  old  tower,  built  on  an  height  to  our  rights 
which  is  called  Guiarn.  The  Arabs,  whofe  en- 
campments 
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campinents  v/e  faw,  are  not  fuppofed  to  be  ene- 
■mies  ; the  river  being  a barrier,  in  general,  between 
the  peaceable  and  predatory  tribes ; the  latter  of 
Avliich,  inhabit  the  defart  on  the  fouth  of  the  Eu- 
phrates. \Ye  travelled  for  a mile  by  a morafs,  be- 
tween us  and  the  river,  covered  with  underwood, 
where  one  of  our  fervants  fliot  at  a wild  boar.  It 
is  called  Shaik  Jaba.  We  made  a forced  march 
to-dav,  in  order  to  fore-run  the  intelligence  of  our 
motions,  or  to  prevent,  at  leaf!:,  any  plan  being  ex- 
ecuted againft  us.  Vfe  halted  not  before  half  paft 
fix  in  the  evening.  This  place  is  called  Shena- 
nah,  and  is  on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Our  jour- 
ney has  been  twelve  hours,  or  thirty-two  iniles,  fo 
that  we  are  three  hundred  and  eight  males  frora 
Aleppo. 


SUNDAY,  ift  April. 

We  wTre  in  motion  at  fix  this  morning,  and 
coming  on  the  river,  bent  our  courfe  E.  S.  E.  on 
•its  banks,  over  a broad  and  beaten  road.  The 
higli  ground  on  the  other  fide,  is  called  Jebul 
Sherian.  About  eight  o’clock  we  came  on  a ru- 
ined aqueduft.  Here  we  entered  a defile,  and  were 
alarmed  with  the  appearance  ol  horfemen,  polled 
on  the  heights,  and  cattle  pafRng  over  them.  This 
produced  an  halt  on  our  fide,  and  the  flaaik  dif- 
patched  an  Arab,  to  enquire  into  their  tribe,  and 
xlefigns.  Abdul  Azali,  not  doubting  of  their  being 
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foes,  like  a good  muffulman,  with  great  folemnity 
recommended  himfelf  to  Mahomet,  while  our  Arabs 
lighted  their  matches,  and  the  Europeans  formed 
themfelves  in  a body  for  their  defence.  Three  of 
us  were  on  horfeback  in  front,  and  our  eicht  in- 
fantry,  joined  by  a negro  fervant  and  a Greek  cook, 
made  a formidable  figure.  Thefe  were  commanded 
by  the  major;  and  notwithftanding  their  Turkifli 
habit,  by  their  arms  and  appearance,  were  at  once 
knowm  to  be  foreigners.  In  this  order  we  joined 
the  horfemen  in  view,  who,  after  fome  conference 
with  the  thaik,  defired  us  to  proceed  in  peace. 
The  whole  body  now  pafTcd  by  us,  and  confifted  of 
women  and  children,  riding  on  loaded  bullocks  and 
afles.  It  was  numerous,  and  conducted  by  fome 
armed  footmen,  and  a few  cavalry.  They  proved 
to  belong  to  Soliman  Beg,  an  Arab  chief,  well 
known  in  the  neighborhood  of  Anna,  for  the  con- 
tributions he  impofes  on  caravans  of  all  defcriptions, 
which  fall  in  his  way.  This  is  the  feafon,  when  the 
expefted  rifingof  the  Euphrates  and  Tygris,  drives 
the  Arabs  into  the  defart,  to  feek  for  pafture  for 
their  flocks.  It  is  fo  defigned  by  Providence,  that 
the  wafte  we  have  travelled  over,  fliall  become  ver- 
dant in  many  places  in  another  month.  When  the 
fummer  heats  have  burnt  up  the  grafs,  the  tribes 
return  to  the  river,  which  has  by  this  time  flirunk 
to  his  former  bounds.  This  is  the  only  variation 
in  their  paftoral  lives.  War  and  bloodflied  give  a 
difFerent  color  to  their  political  ones. 

Some  ol  the  horfemen  continued  to  accompany 
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ns  on  the  road,  in  expeflation  of  a prefent  for  their 
forbearance.  They,  in  Eft,  made  no  fcruple  to 
confefs,  that  nothing  but  our  force,  and  the  abfence 
of  their  own  troops,  prevented  our  being  attacked 
and  plundered.  The  lhaik  was  not  provided  with 
an  Arab  of  their  tribe,  which  expofed  us  to  this 
danger.  He  is  bound,  by  his  contraft,  to  pay  all 
impofitions  on  the  road  j the  lofs  is,  therefore,  his  ; 
and  we  fhall  have  little  to  complain  of,  if  he  fettles 
the  bufmefs  in  an  amicable  manner.  The  road 
was  hilly  and  broken  up  j and  the  banks,  dreary 
and  uncultivated.  We  fell  in  with  feveral  en- 
camped parties,  as  we  pi’oceeded ; who  alfo  be- 
longed to  Soiiman  Beg,  and  were  difperfing,  -for  the 
convenience  of  pafturage.  Several  horfemen  join- 
ed us  on  the  road,  and  efcorted  us  to  the  place  of 
our  encampment,  which  we  reached  at  two  o’clock. 
This  is  called  Shaik  Tothea,  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  which  is  here  about  fix  hundred  yards  over. 
Our  march  to-day  has  been  but  fix  hours  (allowing 
for  halts)  or  fifteen  miles  ; fo  that,  by  our  reckon- 
ing, we  are  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  miles 
from  Aleppo. 

There  was  much  confultation  in  the  fliaik’s  tent 
in  the  afternoon,  who  was  obliged  to  prefent  the 
chiefs  of  the  horfe  with  fundry  articles,  to  purchafe 
the  friendfliip  of  their  tribe,  which  is  called  Delaim, 
and  is  very  numerous  in  thefe  parts.  They  were 
at  length  difmiiTed,  not  very  dilTatisfied  with  the 
ilTue  of  this  encounter.  The  S.  W.  wind  blew  very 
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firid  during  the  night,  and  the  weather  is  become? 
inuch  hotter. 


MONDAY,  ed  April. 

We  decamped  at  fix  this  morning,  and,  with 
great  pleafure,  directed  our  courfe  for  Anna.  In 
many  places  we  obferved  aqiiedufts  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  j which  appear,  by  their  architedlure, 
-to  have  been  of  the  age  of  the  Caliphs  ; but  now- 
ruined  and  ufelefs,  and  remaining,  the  melancholy 
monuments  of  departed  induftry  and  wealth  ! We 
continued  on  the  banks  of  the  river  more  tlian  an 
hour  ; went  through  the  ruined  town  of  Mufchiat, 
and  paifed  feveral  hulbandmen  and  fliepherds,  fol- 
lowing their  rural  occupations.  We  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  obferving  the  pauioral  lives  of  the 
Arabs  in  great  perfeftion  j as  we  have  fallen  in 
with  their  tribes,  both  in  a wandering  and  fettled 
Hate.  At  ten  o’clock  we  ftruck  due  call  j and, 
croffing  fome  chalk-hills,  where  the  fun  had  great 
efredt,  came  again  on  the  river,  whofe  banlts  on 
both  tides,  were  covered  with  ruins,  rifing  amid 
gardens  and  orchards,  ' The  Euphrates  here  takes 
a confiderable  curve,  and  its  banks  have  an  ap- 
pearance of  beauty  and  culture.  We  coafted  the 
ftream,  and  croffing  channels  of  water,  raifed  very 
fimply  with  wheels,  and  lined  with  the  fig  and  wil- 
Iqw,  we  entered  Anna  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  re- 
mained 
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malned  a fhort  time  in  a houfe  to  which  we  were 
invited,  until  the  caravan  came  up.  Our  fhaik 
then  conduifled  us  through  the  town,  which  confifts 
of  a long  flreet,  with  gardens,  ftretching  towards 
the  river.  We  w'ere  no  lefs  than  an  hour  and  an 
half  getting  through  it ; which  may  be  eftimated  a 
fpace  of  foyr  miles,  and  will  afford  no  fmall  idea  of 
this  place,  when  in  its  glory.  Forfaken  mofques 
and  towers,  and  no  contemptible  remains  of  plea- 
fure-houfes  on  iflands  oppofite  the  town ; a broken 
bridge  and  furrounding  ruins,  are  all  that  are  to  be 
feen  of  Anna  •,  and  even  the  fatlsfaction,  which  the 
wearied  traveller  derives  Eom  it,  owes  its  poig- 
nancy to  its  contrail  with  the  defart,  he  has  left 
behind  him  ! We  fared  very  fumptuoufly  to-day, 
on  good  mutton  and  fifli,  which  were  carp  from 
the  Euphrates,  of  a fize,  that,  perhaps,  no  table  in 
Europe  could  boafl,  The  milk  was  excellent,  and 
fruit  was  brought  us  In  abundance.  Our  journey 
to-day  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen  miles  ; fo  that,  by 
our  reckoning,  Anna  is  exaclly  three  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  miles  from  Aleppo, 


TUESDAY,  jd  April, 

Anna  is  the  antient  Anatho,  fituated  on  the 
Euphrates,  In  the  latitude  of  34°  20'  north.  It  is 
the  capital  of  Arabia  Dcferta,  and  was  formerly  a 
mart  of  great  importance.  It  is  mentioned  by  the 
Emperor  Julian,  in  his  celebrated,  though  unfortu- 
nate 
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nate  expedition  into  Perfia ; and  the  outlines  given 
at  that  diftance  of  time,  of  its  appearance  and  go- 
vernment, ftfike  the  traveller  of  the  prefent  day 
with  furprize.  The  town  yet  contains  between  five 
and  fix  thoufand  inhabitants,  who  are  dependent, 
with  the  governor,  on  the  pacha  of  Bagdad.  Their 
fituation  is  far  from  being  difagreeable  ; being  on 
a river,  whole  ftream  fupplies  them  with  excellent 
fifii ; and  whofe  banks — fruit,  grain,  and  pafliirage, 
fufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  unfavorable  difpofition 
of  the  people — which  has  already  manifefted  it- 
felf — prevents  us  from  examining  the  ruins  on  this 
fide  the  water  ; and  the  want  of  a boat,  deprives  us 
of  the  pleafure  of  vifiting  the  ifiands',  whofe  ap- 
pearances promife  fomething,  yet  more  antique, 
and  worthy  of  enquiry.^ 

Our  lhaik  gave  us  hopes  of  finding  feveral  boats 
here,  to  pafs  ourfelves  and  baggage  over  the  river. 
We  could  only  procure  one  ; and  that  was  Hopped, 
after  tranfporting  thirty  camels  acrofs,  on  account 
of  a difpute  between  the  fliaik  and  the  governor, 
for  duties  demanded  from  our  caravan.  Abdul 
Azah  wifely  brought  the  matter  before  us,  to  abide 
by  our  opinion,  as  indifferent  perfons.  No  duties, 
he  avers,  are  levied  here  on  travellers  ; and  as  we 
are  not  merchants,  and  have  no  goods  for  fale  in 
the  caravan,  he  logically  concludes,  that  the  go- 
vernment has  no  right  to  demand,  nor  flaould  he 
pay  any  thing.  As  this  matter  concerns  himfelf, 
we  defired  him  to  do  the  governor  juftice  j but  by 
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no  means  to  fubmit  to  impofitions,  as  we  were  de- 
termined to  fupport  him,  to  the  bell  of  our  power, 
both  here,  and  with  the  pacha  of  Bagdad,  to  whom 
we  are  ftrongly  recommended  from  Aleppo.  The 
fhaik  declared  that  he  had  made  the  governor  pre- 
fents  of  fundry  things,  even  to  the  fcarlet  banifli, 
or  cloak,  from  his  own  back.  A great  part  of  the 
morning  palled  in  altercation  on  this  fubje6l.  The 
governor  came  more  than  once  to  our  tent,  when 
we  were  obliged  to  tell  him  plainly,  that  no  money 
was  due  to  him  on  our  account  however  the 
roving  Arabs  might  prefume  to  fix  a tax  on  the 
heads  of  Europeans,  when  they  were  flrong  enough 
to  colle61:  it : that,  for  the  Injuftice  of  the  demand 
itfelf,  we  fliould  complain  to  the  pacha,  his  mailer, 
on  our  arrival  at  Bagdad,  of  whofe  intimate  con- 
nexion with  the  Britidi  fadbories  at  the  Porte, 
Aleppo  and  Bufrah,  he  could  not  but  be  apprifed. 
Even  this  language  did  not  avail.  The  difpute 
rofe  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  our  Arabs  feized  their 
arms,  vowing  vengeance  on  the  town  j and  our 
fnaik  threatened  the  ruin  of  the  governor,  on  his 
arrival  at  Bagdad.  What  perfuafion  could  not  do, 
the  menaces  and  adlions  of  our  people,  happily  ef- 
fecled.  The  boat  was  permitted  to  proceed,  in 
the  necelTary  bufmefs  of  ferrying  the  camels  ; and 
the  governor,  in  the  midll  of  die  abufe,  which 
Abdul  Azah  heaped  on  him,  condefcended  m apo- 
logize for  his  condudl  ■,  which  he  meanly  attributed 
to  the  advice  of  a poor  Jew,  whofe  fervice  and 
civility  to  us,  in  procuring  neceflaries  for  our  jour- 
ney, 
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hey,  g‘^ve  the  lie  to  the  imputation.  The  firm  an<3 
refolute  behavior  of  our  fliaik  on  this  occafion,  and 
the  imprefiion  it  had  on  the  Arab  governor,  has 
greatly  confirmed  the  report,  which  Mr.  Smith  of 
Aleppo  made  iis,  of  the  good  charafler  he  holds 
among  the  Arabs  of  the  defart,  for  his  courage  and 
integrity.  The  melTenger,  who  brought  us  the 
packet  from  Aleppo,  fet  off  this  day  for  Bagdadj 
to  give  advice  to  the  conful's  agent  of  our  ap- 
proach. 


WEDNESDAY,  4th  April. 

The  detention  of  the  boat  yfcfterday,  pre\>'enting 
the  tranfportation  of  all  oui*  camels,  the  remainder,' 
with  our  horfes  arid  baggage,  were  lent  acrofs 
this  morning.  Our  horfes  were  fwam  over  by 
Arabs,  who  went  ahead,  and  guided  them  to  the: 
landing-place  lower  down  the  ffream  ; whofe  ra- 
pidity here  may  be  gueffed,  by  our  croffing  to  the 
caftern  fide  in  a boat,  in  fix  minutc.s.  We  were 
not  long  in  replacing  our  baggage  on  the  camels. 
At  half  paft  eleven  we  mounted,  and  proceeded 
E.  by  Si  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  were 
fkirted  by  chalk-hills  for  the  firfi;  hour,  with  fmall 
fields  of  grain  in  the  intervals.  A ruined  towiV 
and  two  mofques  appeared  on  our  left ; and  every 
where  remains  of  aqueduefts  were  to  be  feen,  whofe 
ufe  is  now  unknown  to  the  fimple  native.  I ob- 
ferved  a fmall  ifland  on  the  river,  where  the  walls 
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of  a tov.’cr  were  very  vifible.  The  country  we  have 
how  entered  on,  is  the  antienr  Mefopotamia,  but 
called  Diarbekir  by  the  Turks.  It  is  a level  coun- 
try in  general,  and  the  noble  rivers,  which,  in  a 
manner,  embrace  it,  are  the  nuiTes  of  thofe  frn^' 
paftures,  for  which  it  has  long  been  celebrated'. 
We  had,  however,  no  fpecimen  of  the  change  we 
look  for,  in  the  face  and  quality  of  the  foil,  during 
this  day,  as  the  neighborhood  of  the  river  is  chalkg 
and  ftony.  A little  before  four  o’clock  we  halted 
for  the  night,  at  a place  called  Buchcriah,  where 
there  is  a pleafant  view  of  the  river.  Our  march 
to-day  has  been  but  four  hours  and  an  half,  or 
eleven  miles  ; fo  that  by  our  reckoning  we  are 
three  hundred  and  forty-nine  miles  from  Aleppo. 
I mull  obferve,  that  a porpegranate,  which  has  no 
feed,  is  produced  at  Anna.  The  fruit  is  the  mcft 
delicious  that  can  be  imagined,  and  gives  no  trou- 
ble in  eating  it,  like  all  other  pomegranates  1 have 
feen.  We  found  them  very  refrcfliing  on  the 
road. 


T^IURSDA^^  5th  April. 

We  decamped  exadlly  at  fix  this  morning,  and 
leaving  the  delightful  banks  of  the  river,  travelled 
for  fome  hours  over  chalky  and  rugged  Jieights. 
Our  courfe  bent  again  to  S.  E.  and  as  wc  regained 
the  river,  v/e  paHed  an  (dd  dome,  which  probably 
b a tomb,  v/ith  the  ruins  of  an  adjacent  building 

on 
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on  the  hill.  An  herd  of  antelopes  appeared  before 
us,  but  as  ufual,  eluded  by  flight,  the  fkill  of  our 
markfmen.  At  ten  the  horfemen  drank  coffee  at 
the  river  fide.  Hence  we  purfued  its  courfe  until 
eleven,  when  we  halted  to  fill  our  Ikins,  as  we 
were  here  to  take  leave  of  the  Euphrates,  and  all 
good  water,  until  our  arrival  at  Bagdad.  This 
place  is  called  Sheriat  U1  Jumah.  The  river  here 
is  broader  than  at  Anna ; has  a verdant  ifland  in 
the  middle,  and  the  ruins  of  a village  on  the  oppo- 
lite  fliore.  Between  Anna  and  Heit — a town 
where  the  Bagdad  caravan  is  often  ferried  over  the 
Euphrates — the  villages  of  Haditha  and  Eluce  lie 
on  the  eafliern  fide  of  the  river,  and  that  of  Juba  on 
an  ifland  twelve  hours  to  the  northward  of  Heit. 
The  mountains  here  overhang  the  ftream. 

At  noon  we  moved  l)n,  and  quitting  die  Eu- 
phrates, which  now  takes  a S.  S.  E.  courfe,  we 
croffed  a hill,  called  Sheriat  U1  Dehr,  and  entered 
on  an  extenfive  plain,  here  and  there  broken,  and 
fwelled  into  declivities.  The  furface  in  many 
places,  w’as  thickly  covered  with  the  afbeftos  foflil, 
and  in  others,  the  grafs  more  verdant,  and  the  foil 
more  fertile,  than  we  had  feen  of  late.  About  five 
o’clock  we  halted  for  the  night,  and  encamped  on 
the  plain,  near  fome  rifing  grounds,  which  the 
Arabs  call  Aboutkeir.  Our  courfe,  fince  we  left 
the  river,  has  been  E.  S.  E.  Our  march  to-day 
has  been  ten  hours,  or  twenty-five  miles ; fo  that 
our  diftance  from  Aleppo  is  three  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-four  miles. 

FRIDAY, 
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FRIDAY,  6th  April, 

We  were  in  motion  at  fix  this  morning,  and  con- 
tinued our  courfe  S.  E.  by  E.  over  the  fpacious 
plains  we  have  entered  into.  The  ground  at  our 
outfet,  was  broken ; and  as  I walked,  leading  my 
horfe  before  the  caravan,  I came  on  a beautiful, 
fpeckled  fnake,  of  a venomous  kind,  which  I de- 
ftroyed.  The  foil  is  become  very  produdlive  of 
grafs  and  flirubs  for  our  horfes  and  camels,  which 
is  a pleafing  variety  to  the  barley  and  flour-balls, 
which  is  their  chief  food  on  thefe  journeys.  An 
Arab  horfe,  I fpeak  from  experience,  will  keep  his 
flefli  on  a meafure  of  barley  per  diem^  and  the 
camel  travel  with  vigor,  on  a few  bails  of  flour, 
mixed  with  cotton,  to  damp  his  appetite,  and  be 
afoot  10  or  12  hours  everyday.  At  10  o’clock 
we  halted  as  ufual,  to  take  coffee  near  an  eminence, 
called  Jebul  Trachier.  In  half  an  hour  after,  we 
came  on  a well  of  bad  water,  cut  out  of  the  rock. 
There  is  a trough  from  it,  for  the  conveniency  of 
watering  cattle ; of  which  we  took  advantage.  At 
1 1 we  proceeded,  and  continued  the  whole  day 
traverfing  the  plain.  A fliowcr  of  rain,  and  a frefli 
wind  from  the  S.  W.  overtook  us  about  four  in  the 
afternoon.  This  was  very  refrefhing  and  accepta- 
ble, as  it  barely  moiftened  the  ground.  A large 
encampment  of  Arabs  appeared  on  our  left ; but 
this  is  no  matter  of  apprehenfion  on  this  fide  the 
VoL.  II.  Y Euphrates 
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Euphrates,  where  the  tribes  are  not  confidered  as 
connedled  with  thofe  of  the  Defart,  whom  we  have 
left  behind  us.  Thefe,  we  found,  were  of  the  tribe 
of  Albuthiazar,  and  live  by  the  produce  of  their 
flocks  alone.  At  five  we  came  to  our  ground,  near 
a range  of  hills  to  the  E.  called  Arbut  Amab. 
Here  the  friendly  Arabs  of  the  tents  in  fight, 
brought  us  lambs,  chuns  and  milk,  which  we 
gladly  purchafed.  This  place  is  called  Jub  Abu- 
thu,  and  affords  a well  of  excellent  water.  We 
have  travelled  near  ii  hours,  or  29  miles,  to-day, 
and  are,  by  computation,  401  miles  from  Aleppo. 


SATURDAY,  7th  April. 

There  was  fo  heavy  a florm  of  wind  and  rain 
during  the  night,  which  continued  when  the  morn- 
ing dawned,  that  we  were  obliged  to  defer  moving 
as  ufual.  The  rain  fell  with  fuch  perfeverance, 
that  at  noon,  when  the  day  began  to  clear,  the 
lhaik  pronounced  the  difagreeable  tidings,  that  it 
would  be  imprafticable  for  us  to  move  at  prefent. 
It  feems,  we  have  a falt-lake  to  coafl  for  fome 
miles ; and  the  road  will  be  too  deep  for  the  camels 
to  travel  over,  before  the  wind  dries  it.  This  delay 
is  mortifying  enough  j but  from  the  good  condudt 
of  Abdul  Azah,  we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt  the 
folidity  of  his  objedlion,  and  muft  bear  it  with  pa- 
tience. 

In  order  to  fatisfy  our  curiofity,  and  to  pafs  away 
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the  timej  we  took  a walk  after  dinner,  to  the  Arab 
encampment,  which  was  about  two  miles  from  Jub 
Abuthu.  Thefe  poor  creatures  received  us  with 
great  cordiality  and  good-humor.  We  entered  the 
tent  of  their  chief — which  is  conftru6ted  like  the 
tents  of  our  private  foldiers,  and  covered  with  hair- 
cloth— and  were  feated  on  fuch  fldns  as  it  afforded. 
Here  the  lick  were  brought,  and  prefcribed  to  by 
our  dodtor ; whofe  phyfical  ikill  and  knowledge  of 
the  language,  would  carry  him  in  fafety  throughout 
Turkey,  and  have  been  of  great  fervice  to  us. 
The  children  very  familiarly  furrounded  us,  and 
were  much  gratified  by  a parars  we  diftributed 
among  them.  The  roving  Arabs  do  not  feem  to 
poffcfs  the  jealous  temper  of  thofe,  who  refide  in 
towns ; nor  do  they  keep  their  females  from  view, 
provided  a ffranger  does  not  regard  them  with  too 
much  attention.  Several  of  their  young  women 
appeared  before  us  unveiled  j and  contended  for 
a fhare  of  our  diftributions.  TJiey  were  far  from 
being  ill-featured,  tho’  of  a dufky  complexion  j and 
poffeffed  all  the  curiofity  and  forwardnefs  that  per- 
fedt  ignorance  of  civilization  may  be  fuppofed  to 
infpire.  Such  a vifit  as  we  paid,  is  nor,  however, 
to  be  attempted,  without  the  advice  of  the  conduc- 
tor of  the  caravan.  It  is  dangerous  for  the  travel- 
ler to  put  himfelf  in  the  power  of  any  of  the  tribes, 
who  are  addidted  to  war.  Our  fliaik  told  us  an 
anecdote  of  an  European,  he  once  condudled  over 
the  defart,  who,  in  oppofition  to  his  remonftrances, 
took  a walk  into  a camp  near  their  halting-place, 
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where  he  was  detained  by  the  chief,  until  the  lhaik 
fent  a confiderable  fum  for  his  ranfom. 


SUNDAY,  8th  April. 

We  left  Jub  Abiithu  at  6 this  morning.  A 
flight  fhower  accompanied  us  j but  it  foon  ceafed, 
and  the  day  became  very  delightful.  Our  courfc 
was  E.  by  S.  in  order  to  round  the  head  of  the  falt- 
lake  in  our  road.  We  were  foon  convinced  we 
fhould  make  but  little  expedition  to-day.  We 
prefently  came  on  flimy  clay,  where  our  camels 
could  hardly  keep  their  feet,  which  are  not  adapted 
for  fuch  a road.  This,  with  little  variation  of  foil, 
with  frequent  change  of  the  country,  from  level  to 
rugged  ground,  and  from  a verdant  fod  to  red  fand, 
was  the  tra6t  we  travelled.  At  noon  we  came  in 
viev/  of  the  lake,  which  was  to  the  right,  and  its 
courfe  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  At  two  o’clock  we 
ftruck  S.  E.  and  eroded  a ftream,  which  rifes  from 
the  lake,  and,  as  we  are  told,  difeharges  itfelf  into 
the  Tygris  above  Bagdad.  It  has  a large  bed, 
which  renders  the  account  probable.  We  con- 
tinued our  courfe,  generally  coafting  the  lake, 
which  bore  S.  until  5 o’clock,  when  we  halted, 
within  a mile  of  it,  for  the  night,  at  a place  called 
Labata.  Our  march  to-day  has  been  1 1 hours, 
and  very  fatiguing  and  difagreeable;  for,  on  ac- 
count of  the  roads,  we  have  not  advanced  more 
than  22  miles.  Labata,  therefore,  is  423  miles 
from  Aleppo. 


MONDAY, 
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M O N D A Yj  9th  April. 

We  moved  at  fix  this  morning,  and  went  firft 
E.  S.  E.  to  avoid  the  lake,  notwithftanding  which, 
we  fell  In  with  the  eaft  corner  of  it,  which,  being- 
juft  flooded,  gave  our  camels  fome  trouble  in  crolT- 
ing.  This  lake  has  taken  us  feven  hours  to  pafs, 
which  makes  it,  by  our  calculation,  1 5 miles  long. 
It  fupplies  Bagdad  and  Mouful — a city  of  Diarbekir 
on  the  Tygris,  200  miles  north  of  Bagdad — with  fait, 
whither  it  is  carried  on  camels.  At  to  o’clock  we 
came  up  with  an  hill,  called  Jebul  Mudura,  which 
feemed  to  have  a ruined  building  on  the  top.  Cu- 
riofity  induced  fome  of  our  party  to  pufli  forward, 
and  mount  the  eminence.  Our  furprize  was  great, 
to  find  the  ruin,  nothing  but  a compofition  of 
talk  and  gravel,  mixed  with  fhells,  which  nature 
had  moulded,  and  the  rains  reduced  to  the  form  in 
which  we  faw  it.  In  fearching  about  the  fummit, 
which  is  about  70  feet  high,  we  found  a neft, 
that,  from  its  fize,  probably  belonged  to  an  eagle. 
As  we  followed  the  caravan,  which  had  got  a-head 
of  us,  we  were  alarmed  at  the  frefn  track  of  a horfe, 
of  which  there  were  none  in  our  party,  but  what 
we  rode.  We  galloped  immediately  to  the  fliaik, 
who  was  a-head,  and  found  him  in  converfation 
with  five  horfem.en  of  the  tribe  of  I flam,  one  of 
whom  had  been  watching  our  motions.  We  did 
not  require  to  be  told,  of  the  imprudence  we  h*ad 
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been  guilty  of,  in  quitting  the  caravan  for  a mo- 
ment, in  a place  fo  fitted  for  an  ambufcade ; and 
were  we  not  fo  near  Bagdad,  perhaps,  the  fhaik 
would  not  have  been  filent  on  the  fubje6t.  Thefe 
Arabs  accompanied  us  to  our  ftage,  and  behaved 
with  the  civility  which  our  force  probably  com- 
manded. We  pafled  near  feveral  pools  of  rain- 
water, and  continued  to  advance  on  the  plain, 
which  abounded  with  droves  of  the  larged  and 
prettied  feathered  partridge,  I remember  to  have 
feen.  At  five  In  the  evening  we  halted  at  a place 
called  U1  Rhadaghea,  Our  march  to-day  has  been 
near  11  hours,  or  25  miles  j and  this  dage  confe- 
quently.  Is  448  miles  from  Aleppo. 

The  ihaik  having  confented  to  our  fetting  out 
for  Bagdad,  which  is  but  a long  dage  didant,  at  nine 
o’clock,  MelTieurs  Smyth,  Matcham  and  myfelf  re- 
mounted our  horfes,  and,  accompanied  by  our  fer- 
vants  and  feven  Arabs  well- armed,  we  bid  our  friends 
adieu,  and  pulhed  on  for  the  city,  in  order  to 
haden  the  preparations  for  our  voyage  down  the 
Tygris. 


TUESDAY,  loth  April. 

We  travelled  at  a brilk  pace  during  the  nighr,  ' 
which,  however,  could  not  exceed  3 miles  an  hour. 
We  had  left  our  tents  about  an  hour,  when  we 
heard  dogs  bark  and  ades  bray,  which  intimated 
our  being  near  the  camp,  to  which  the  horfemen, 
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we  haxi  left  behind  us,  belonged.  We  luckily 
paiTed  unob.ferved,  tho’  the  night  was  clear  and  the 
ftars  were  bright.  But  a little  after  midnight  we 
fell  in  with  a party.  The  moon  was  in  all  her 
iplendor,  and  the  deception  of  large  bulhes,  which 
often  appeared  like  men,  had  thrown  us  off  our 
guard,  and  we  came  within  piftol-lhot  of  the 
ffrangers,  before  we  diicovered  one  another.  The 
alarm  was  inftantaneous  and  great  j and  our  Arabs 
were  flung  into  a confufion  in  difmounting  their 
camels,  of  which  an  enemy  would  have  taken  ad- 
vantage, to  our  coft.  A fliot  or  two  was  fired  by 
our  Arabs,  over  the  heads  of  our  fuppofed  anta- 
gonifts,  before  we  difcovered  their  number  and  in- 
tentions. This  produced  no  little  mirth,  when 
two  footmen  and  a woman,  mounted  on  an  afs, 
paffed  in  review,  and  fliewed  the  objedls  of  the 
alarm.  Our  Arabs  were  refolute  enough,  and,  we 
doubt  not,  would  have  feconded  us  on  occafion  ; 
but  the  furprize  was  fo  complete,  that  a dozen 
of  refolute  banditti  with  fwords  and  lances,  would, 
probably,  have  finiflied  the  matter,  before  our  fire- 
arms could  have  been  ufed.  We  proceeded  after 
this  alert,  at  the  fame  rate,  but  better  prepared,  and 
about  two  this  morning,  croffed  a ftream  called 
Dis-djel.  The  road  was  very  good,  and  continued 
over  a level  foil.  Covered  with  verdure.  At  day- 
break we  faw  Agurkuff,  vulgarly  called  Nimrod’s 
tower,  to  our  right ; the  fpires  of  Bagdad  a-head, 
and  Jebul  Dier  to  our  left.  This  was  no  unpleaf- 
ing  fight,  tho’  we  could  not  be  leff  than  6 or  7 
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hours  diftant  from  Bao-dad,  as  there  was  nothing  td 
interrupt  the  view.  The  foil  foon  changed  to  a 
loamy  clay,  in  many  parts  flooded,  which  made  the 
road  heavy.  We  faw  droves  of  wild  hogs,  among 
fome  rulBes  to  our  right,  and  flocks  of  wild  geefe, 
which  rofe  before  us.  The  death  of  one  of  the 
latter,  which  an  Arab  levelled  at,  to  fliew  his  flcill 
in  hitting  fuch  a mark  with  a Angle  ball,  produced 
a circumftance,  equally  new  and  aftoriifhingj  tho’ 
the  force  of  connubial  afteftion  pervades  every  fpe- 
cies  of  the  creation,  by  the  wife  difpenfations  of 
the  Deity.  The  remainder  of  the  birds  took  flight, 
at  the  report  of  the  piece ; but  one  immediately  re- 
turned to  his  dead  companion,  and  by  pecking 
and  cackling,  feemcd  to  invite  her  to  accompany 
him,  and  avoid  the  danger.  The  unfeeling  Arabs 
no  fooner  beheld  this  fight,  by  which  no  other 
heart  than  their  own  could  have  remained  un- 
touched, than  they  levelled  their  pieces  fuccelfively, 
and  fired  at  the  unhappy  bird.  We  called  out  to 
forbid  this  cruelty,  but  in  vain  j and  tho’  the  fhots 
were  fo  well  made,  that  fome  ftruck  the  dead  fowl, 
and  others  grazed  the  plumage  of  the  living  one, 
he  was  no  otherwife  interrupted  in  his  perilous 
avocation,  than  in  rifing  a few  yards  at  each  fhot, 
and  lighting  diredlly  near  the  objedt  of  his  concern, 
with  redoubled  cries.  The  fcene  became  really  af- 
fedting;  and,  perceiving  the  Arabs  coollyreloading 
their  mulkets,  we  rode  up  at  a full  gallop  to  the 
fpot,  and,  by  taking  up  the  game,  effedtually  feared 
away  the  -intended  vidlim  of  wanton  barbarity. 

Should 
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Should  any  civilized  being  join  in  the  fmile,  which 
this  aft  produced  in  the  face  of  our  Arabs,  let  them 
indulge  their  triumph.  To  the  mind  of  a benevo- 
lent and  philolophic  cad,  the  anecdote  will  not  be 
uninterefting  ; fince,  with  the  fabulift,  It  conveys  a 
moral,  drawn  from  the  fimple  inftinft  of  the  brute 
creation.  Gay’s  fhepherd  fpoke  conviftion  to  the 
philofopher ; 

In  conjlancy  and  nuptial  love, 

I leay  n my  duty  from  the  dove. 

The  hen,  who  from  the  chilly  air 
With  pious  wing  protells  her  care. 

And  every  fowl  that  flies  at  large, 

Inflrutls  me  in  a parent's  charge.” 

At  feven  in  the  morning  we  halted  to  refrefh  our- 
felves  and  cattle.  We  had  been  10  hours  on  horfe- 
back,  and  the  fine  grafs  we  repofed  on,  was  very  ac- 
ceptable to  the  cattle.  We  moved  again  before  nine 
o’clock,  and  continued  on  a beaten  road  over  a flat 
country,  abounding  in  pafture  and  flocks  of  flieep, 
but  yielding  no  grain.  We  crolfed  numerous  wa- 
ter-courfes,  and  at  1 1 entered  into  a narrow  dale, 
bounded  by  fand-hills,  which  rendered  it  very  hot 
and  difagreeable.  At  noon  we  reached  the  Tygris, 
which  makes  a curve  here  to  the  S.  E.  and  pafling 
a mofque,  called  Kadume,  followed  the  courfe  of 
the  river,  until  we  entered  the  fuburbs  of  Bagdad. 
We  faw  feveral  rafts  falling  down  the  ftream,  at  a 
rate,  that  made  us  fufpeft  the  river  was  rifing. 
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About  one  o’clock  we  arrived  at  the  bridge  of  boats, 
that  joins  the  fuburbs  to  the  city.  This  we  found, 
to  our  great  mortification,  had  been  divided  but  a 
few  hours  before ; the  current  being  fo  rapid,  as  to 
occafion  the  removal  of  this  great  convenience  to 
the  inhabitants.  We  were  obliged,  therefore,  to 
pafs  the  river  in  circular  boats,  made  of  willow, 
and  pitch’d  over,  in  which  our  horfes  were  alfo 
tranfported.  We  got  over  in  a few  minutes,  and, 
remounting  our  horfes,  were  conduced  by  a fer- 
vant,  who  met  us  at  the  cuftom  wharf,  to  the  houfc 
of  Cojah  Mauroot,  the  Englifh  agent.  We  were 
very  civilly  received  by  this  Armenian,  and  ftood 
jn  need  of  refrefhment  and  repofe,  after  a march, 
that  lafted  from  nine  lafl:  night  to  two  this  after- 
noon. This  was  no  lefs  than  15  hours,  or  45  miles, 
which  makes  the  city  of  Bagdad  493  miles  from 
Aleppo,  by  the  route  we  have  taken. 


From  WEDNESDAY  nth,  to  SATURDAY 

21ft;  April. 

The  day  after  our  arrival,  we  received  a vifit 
from  Monfieur  Outre,  a French  phyfician,  Signlor 
Leoni,  an  Italian,  and  the  priefts  of  the  Carmelite 
convent  in  this  city.  We  were  not  a little  pleafed 
in  meeting  with  European  refidents,  whofe  infor- 
mation might  be  as  ufeful  as  agreeable  to  us.  But 
what  crowned  our  fatisfadlion,  on  having  fo  hap  • 
piiy  finiflied  our  arduous  journey  by  land,  was  to 
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find  from  our  hoft,  that  a boat  was  engaged  to 
carry  us  to  Bufrah.  We  walked  dire6lly  to  fee  it, 
and  muft  own,  we  were  not  fatisfied  with  fuch  a 
vefTel,  at  the  price  of  1,100  piaftres*.  It  would 
be  prefumption  to  attempt  a defeription  of  it  5 for 
every  river  in  Europe  might  be  defied  to  produce 
fuch  another.  Rude  materials  and  ruder  work- 
manfhip  marked  the  only  veflel  in  Bagdad,  that 
was  to  be  procured  for  money ; on  a river,  which 
the  tales  of  the  Orientals  deferibe  to  have  been 
once  covered  with  gallies,  for  the  purpofes  of  com- 
merce and  pleafure  ! But  we  had  no  choice,  and 
were  told  that  if  this  opportunity  had  flipped,  wo 
might  have  been  detained  from  the  want  of  a con- 
veyance. On  our  return  home,  we  were  furprized 
at  the  fight  of  Mr.  Burke  and  the  reft  of  our 
party.  The  fhaik  followed  us  quicker  than  we 
expefted ; and  from  circumftances  we  have  reafon 
to  fufpeft,  that  our  Arabs  miftook  their  way  in  the 
dark,  and  brought  us  over  more  ground  than  was 
neceffary. 

Our  embarkation  having  been  fixed  for  Monday 
1 6th  April,  we  had  full  leifure  to  fatisfy  our  curi- 
ofity,  in  examining  the  remains  of  Bagdad,  and  in 
collecling  fome  anecdotes  of  its  origin  and  govern- 
ment. I {hall  feleft  fuch  information,  as  may  be 
moft  likely  to  entertain  the  reader,  without  lofing 
fight  of  the  brevity,  I have  preferibed  to  myfelf  in 
this  v/ork. 


♦ Upwards  of  200I.  flerUng. 
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Bagdad,  the  capital  of  Irah- Arabia,  or  the  Chal- 
dea of  the  antients,  is  fituated  on  the  eaftern  banks  of 
the  Tygris,  in  the  latitude  of  33“  10'  N.  This  city 
was  founded  by  the  caliph  Almanzor,  in  the  144th 
year  of  the  Hegira,  or  an.  Dorn.  762,  on  the 
ruins  of  the  antient  Seleucia.  The  Abbe  Marigny 
relates  a ftory  on  the  occafion,  which  has  rather 
the  air  of  a fable,  than  of  the  fimplicity  of  hiftori- 
cal  faft.  According  to  the  Arabian  authors  the 
Abbe  fays,  that  the  caliph  having  refolved  to  build 
a city  on  the  Tygris,  out  of  pique  to  Hafchemie 
(I  fuppofe  Damafcus,  once  the  Saracen  capital, 
and  called  Sham  by  the  Turks)  whofe  inhabitants 
had  by  fome  means  offended  him,  took  a walk  one 
day  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  to  look  for  an 
agreeable  fituation.  His  court  attended  him  as 
ufual  j and  as  one  of  his  officers  ftrayed  from  the 
body,  he  accidentally  encountered  an  hermit,  who 
liad  fixed  his  abode  in  this  charming  retreat.  A 
converfation  naturally  enfued  between  them  3 and 
when  the  hermit  underftood  the  intentions  of  the 
caliph,  he  immediately  addrelfed  the  officer  in  words 
to  this  efiedf.  “ Know,  that  there  is  a tradition 
current  in  this  country,  that  a city  will  be  one  day 
founded  in  thefe  meadows,  but  the  undertaking  is 
referved  for  a man,  called  Moclas  3 a name  very 
different  from  Giaffar  or  Almanzor,  which  the  ca- 
liph bears.”  The  ftory  adds,  that  the  officer  re- 
turned to  his  mafter,  and  recounted  his  difeourfe 
with  the  hermit.  On  the  firft  mention  of  the 
name  of  Moclas,  the  caliph  difmounted  from  his 
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horfe,  and  ordered  his  projed:  to  be  carried  into  ex- 
ecution. The  courtiers  were  thrown  into  aftonifli- 
ment,  and  waited,  with  impatience,  for  the  folution 
of  this  myftery.  At  length  the  caliph  informed 
them,  that,  during  his  infancy,  a droll  accident  in 
his  family  had  obtained  him,  for  awhile,  the  nick- 
name of  Moclas ; and  as  Providence  had  evidently 
marked  him  out  for  the  enterprize,  he  was  con- 
firmed in  his  defign  of  raifing  a city  in  that  place. 

Such  is  the  reputed  rife  of  this  celebrated  city, 
whofe  hiftorians,  perhaps,  have  mingled  fidion 
with  truth;  and,  like  the  chamipions  of  Troy  and 
Rome,  have  had  recourfe  to  miracles,  and  the  in- 
terpofition  of  the  Deity,  to  dignify  their  fubjed. 
However  this  may  be,  neither  the  extent  nor  mag- 
nificence of  the  original  Bagdad,  are  to  be  traced 
here.  But  according  to  the  mifiionaries,  and  the 
more  intelligent  inhabitants,  who  have  vifited  its 
remains,  the  antient  city  was  on  the  weftern  banks 
of  the  Tygris,  at  the  diftance  of  15  or  16  hours  up 
the  feream;  as  a large  field  of.  fubterraneous  build- 
ings, and  the  records  of  the  country,  teftify.  In- 
deed, the  appearance  and  condition  of  the  prefent 
city,  would  indicate,  that  it  had  fprung  up  in  later 
times.  Not  a ruin  of  confequence  is  to  be  feen  ; 
and  the  circumference  of  the  walls  is,  by  no  means, 
anfwerable  to  the  laboured  deferiptions  of  Arabian 
authors.  The  magnificent  edifices  and  the  de- 
lightful gardens  of  Bagdad,  are  in  the  minds  of 
every  ftranger.  Thofe  gardens  are  now  llirunk  to 
the  windings  of  the  river;  and,  abounding  with  the 
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orange,  palm,  and  cyprefs,  cannot  be  devoid  of 
beauty  ; but  as  for  .the  palaces  of  grandeur,  and  the 
pavilions  of  pleafure,  they  only  exift  in  the  Arahiayt 
Nights y or  the  ^ales  of  the  Genii, 

Nothing,  perhaps,  among  the  difappointments  to 
which  a traveller  is  fubjedl,  can  equal  what  he  feels 
at  the  fight  of  Bagdad.  The  tales,  which  amufed 
his  earlieft  years,  the  defcriptions  of  poets,  and  the 
authority  of  romantic  travellers,  give  him  latitude 
to  expedt  a paradife,  where  he  meets  with  a for- 
bidding and  undefirable  abode.  If  narrow  and 
dirty  ftreets,  ill-built  and  - worfe-defigned  houfes, 
deferted  market-places,  with  more  than  half  the 
city  lying  level  with  the  ground,  can  excite  fenfa- 
. tions  of  indignation  and  difguft,  they  will  not  be 
wanting  on  the  review  of  this  place.  The  negli- 
gent interpofition  of  date-trees,  and  the  checkered 
coverings  of  feveral  domes  and  minarets,  in  fome 
meafure  conceal  the  poverty,  and  throw  a glofs 
over  the  remaining  part  of  the  city.  Add  to  thefe, 
the  vicinity  of  the  Tygris,  who  rolls  his  rapid  tide 
along  its  weftern  face,  is  a circumftance,  fo  pleafing 
to  the  imagination,  as  to  make  one  forget  the  mi- 
fery  and  defolation  that  reign  around,  in  the  con- 
templation of  the  verdant  and  romantic  feene. 

The  caftle  ftands  on  the  river,  about  the  middle 
of  the  weftern  face  of  the  city  j and  adjoining,  to 
the  fouth,  is  the  palace  of  the  pacha.  As  the  for- 
mer conveys  no  idea  of  a place  of  ftrength,  fo  the 
latter  appears  little  calculated  for  the  refidence  of  a 
rich  and  powerful  viceroy.  Open  baftions  and 
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iifelefs  artillery,  with  no  fhelter  for  the  garrifon  in 
cafe  of  a fiege,  are  the  leading  features  of  the  cita- 
del ; while  the  palace  contains  but  one  range  of 
mean  and  inconvenient  apartments,  if  the  haram  be 
excepted.  To  this  we  could  not  get  accefs  j tho’ 
by  the  report  of  Dr.  Outre,  the  phyfician  of  the 
houfehold,  the  ladies’  quarters  do  not  much  exceed 
thofe,  which  are  vifible  to  all. 

The  walls  of  a large  ftruflure,  with  a building 
that  has  been  converted  into  a khane,  are  the  only 
veftiges  of  the  grandeur  of  the  caliphs.  Thefe 
were  the  palace  and  kitchen  of  a very  celebrated 
one,  if  we  follow  the  lead:  improbable  of  different 
conjeftures  on  this  fubje6l.  I mufl  confefs,  that  I 
was  (truck  with  their  magnitude  and  cffe6t;  which, 
conformiably  to  the  Gothic  ftile,  have  (till  a gloomy 
appearance,  and  a cool  atmofphere  within ; quite 
calculated  for  a warm  climate,  tho’  unknown,  I 
think,  to  the  architectural  ta(te  of  the  Greeks. 
The  palace  is  built  in  a quadrangular  form,  whole 
area,  of  immenfe  diameter,  is  overlooked  by  two 
(tories  of  Gothic  arches.  Over  the  entrance  and 
the  oppofite  face,  there  are  projections,  called 
kiojks^  which  ferve  for  the  reception  of  company 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  frefh  air,  and  are,  in  ge- 
neral, the  greateft  ornament  to  the  Turkifh  build- 
ings. As  far  as  can  be  judged,  from  a ride  round 
the  walls,  from  different  views  of  the  city  from 
baftions  and  towers,  and  from  the  computation  of 
the  miffionaries — Bagdad  is  about  feven  miles  in 
circumference.  From  peftilence  and  inteftine  com- 
motions. 
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motions,  its  population  is  terribly  reduced  from  the 
accounts  given  by  oriental  writers.  So  far  from 
containing  400,000  inhabitants,  the  twentieth  part 
of  the  number  would  be  nearer  the  mark. 

On  the  15th  the  river,  which  had  been  gaining 
on  its  banks  fince  our  arrival,  arofe  to  its  greatefl; 
height,  which  Dr.  Outre  fays,  does  not  exceed  15 
feet.  The  rifing  of  the  Tygris  is  owing  to  the 
vernal  rains,  and  is  confequently  of  no  long  dura- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  the  rifing  of  the  Eu- 
phrates depends  on  the  melting  of  the  fnows  on  the 
mountains  of  Armenia.  This  protra(5ls  the  floods, 
until  the  commencement  of  fummer  j but  they  con- 
tinue much  longer  in  proportion,  in  that  river, 
than  in  the  Tygris.  Indeed,  the  breadth  of  the 
latter  is  not,  at  this  time,  beyond  that  of  the  Eu- 
phrates at  Anna ; and  during  the  other  months  of 
the  year,  we  are  adured,  that  the  Tygris  is  reduced 
to  a much  lefs  confiderable  ftream.  The  country 
on  the  weftern  bank  being  laid  under  water,  and 
the  humidity  of  the  foil,  for  fome  time  to  come, 
being  likely  to  have  an  effect  on  the  air,  I fhould 
have  judged  this  fituation  prejudicial  to  the  health, 
bad  I not  been  alTured  to  the  contrary  by  the  doc- 
tor. If  his  account  is  to  be  taken,  no  air  can  be, 
in  general,  more  falubrious,  than  that  of  Bagdad; 
and  in  no  city,  are  diforders  lefs  frequent.  The 
plague,  it  is  true,  has  vifited  it  more  than  once; 
but  it  is  now  well-known,  that  the  plague  is  pro- 
duced by  infedlion  only,  and  may  be  brought  into 
the  hcfilthiefl;  fpot.  The  plagues  of  London  and 
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Marfeillcs  might  fupport  this  do6lrine ; and  its 
annual  vines  to  Conftantinople,  fo  famous  for  its 
healthy  fiiuation  and  benign  air,  evince,  that  the 
plague,  through  want  of  precaution  alone,  may 
) defolate  the  moft  unfufpefled  climes.  Why  India 
I has  hitherto  efcaped  this  baleful  fcourge  of  man- 
I kind  ; or  why  no  precautions  have  been  taken,  to 
prevent  its  importation  from  the  Turkifh  domi- 
! nions,  may  be  a fubjeft  of  curious  enquiry.  Ex- 
em.pt  as  that  populous  and  valuable  country  has 
providentially  been  from  this  evil,  would  it  not 
be  worthy  the  wifdom  and  humanity  of  the  India- 
Company,  to  eftabliHi  a quarantine  at  their  ports, 
for  velTels  cleared  out  from  the  Red-fea  and  the 
Perfian  gulf;  and  to  provide,  to  their  utmoft  abi- 
lity, for  the  fecurity  of  millions  of  people,  with 
whofe  profperity  they  are  fo  intimately  connedled  ? 

It  will  be  expefted,  that  I fay  a fev/  words  on 
the  revolutions  this  city  has  undergone,  before  I 
touch  on  its  prefent  form  of  government.  I have 
already  related  the  origin  of  the  old  city.  The 
new  one  is  recorded  to  have  been  raifed  ann.  Dom. 
1095,  by  the  caliph  Muftetather ; and,  encreafing 
in  commerce  and  wealth,  continued  the  feat  of  the 
Saracen  empire.  In  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth 
century  it  was  befieged  and  taken,  by  Haalon  the 
Tartar;  who,  by  the  death  of  the  reigning  caliph 
and  his  family,  put  an  end  to  that  dynafty.  It 
frequently  changed  its  mafters  during  the  bloody 
wars  between  the  Turks  and  Perfians ; and  was  be- 
fiegcd,  for  the  laft  time,  by  Nadir  Shaw  in  1738, 
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who  was  (hamefully  repulfed  from  it,  and  left  his 
artillery,  as  trophies  to  the  caftle,  in  which  they  are 
yet  difplayed. 

Bagdad  is  not  more  exempt,  than  the  reft  of  the 
Turkifli  cities,  ftom  the  tyranny  and  opprefTion  of 
its  governors.  Neither  does  the  guilt  lie  fo  much 
at  the  door  of  thefe  reprefentatives  of  power,  as  at 
that  of  the  adminiftration,  tliat  renders  their  fitua- 
tion  and  life  fo  uneafy  and  precarious.  We  have 
feen  the  manner,  in  which  the  pacha  of  Aleppo  was 
confirmed  in  his  rebellious  intentions ; but  the  def- 
tiny  of  a late  pacha  of  Bagdad,  reflcdls  indelible 
difgrace  on  the  injuftice  and  impolicy  of  the  Sub- 
lime Porte.  When  Bufrah  was  befieged  'by  the 
Perfians  in  the  year  1778,  the  pacha  of  Bagdad 
was  ordered  to  its  relief.  Any  one  who  has  feen  a 
Turkifh  citadel,  and  the  undifeiplined  ftate  of  their 
troops,  might  readily  fuppofe  the  delay,  which  the 
want  of  ftores,  and  a command  over  the  military 
for  fuch  an  expedition  would  occafion,  without  a 
fufpicion  of  treachery  in  the  officer  concerned.- 
But  the  Seraglio  entertained  harffier  ideas  of  the 
unfortunate  pacha  ; and  fent  an  executioner,  to  de- 
mand his  head  for  his  difaffedion.  When  this 
ineffenger  arrived  at  Bagdad,  he  found  the  objed 
of  his  vengeance,  in  obedience  to  the  commands 
of  the  Porte,  had  at  length  embarked  for  Bufrah, 
with  ftich  a force  as  he  had  been  able  to  colled. 
As  no  provifion,  however,  had  been  made  for  this 
ad  of  obedience,  this  human  vulture  purfued  his 
prey  in  a light  flciff,  and  overtaking  the  pacha  on 
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the  banks  of  the  Tygris,  prefented  him  with  the 
mandate  for  his  execution.  The  aftonifned  gene- 
ral, with  lefs  refolution,  but  more  loyalty  than 
Abdv  Pacha,  kilTed  the  ungrateful  decree,  and  lub- 
mirted  his  neck  to  the  bowfrring!  The  immediate 
confequences  of  th's  ftep,  were  the  difperfion  of 
the  army,  and  the  lofs  of  Bufrah  ! — Is  it  not  rather 
miraculous,  that  an  empire  can  hold  together  under 
fuch  an  abufe  of  power,  than  that  the  Perfians 
fhould  wrefl  a city  from  the  fouthern,  or  the  Ruf- 
fians a province  from  the  northern,  extremity  of 
the  Turki fn  dominions  ? 

The  charafler  of  the  prefent  pacha,  and  the  fer- 
vices  he  has  rendered  the  fultan,  promife  a longer 
continuance  of  repofe  to  this  city,  than  it  has  been 
accuftomed  to  experience.  Solyman,  who  poITefles 
that  dignity,  was,  a few  years  ago,  no  more  than  the 
mofleim,  or  governor  of  Bufrah.  He  is  a Geor- 
gian by  birth,  and  was  a fiave  to  Mahomet,  the 
effendi  of  Bagdad,  about  40  years  ago.  By  the 
favor  of  his  mafter  he  became  free,  and  rofe  by  de- 
grees, to  the  higheft  honors.  When  the  Perfians 
under  Sadoo  Khan,  befieged  Bufrah  in  1778,  So- 
lyman was  mofleim,  and  made  a flout  refiftance ; 
but  being  unfupported  by  the  government,  as  jufl 
related,  and  having  but  a weak  garrifon  to  contend 
againft  a large  army,  famine  reduced  him  to  fur- 
render,  after  a fiege  of  tv/elve  months.  He  was,  in 
confcquence,  fent  a prifoncr  to  Schiras,  where  he 
rem.ained  until  the  following  year,  when  the  Per- 
fians were  obliged  to  evacuate  Bufrah.  The  death 
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of  Kerim  Khan,  left  the  throne  open  to  the  ambition 
of  his  brother  Sadoo ; who  returned,  with  all  ex- 
pedition, to  fupport  his  pretenfions.  No  fooner 
was  Sadi  Khan  arrived  at  Schiras,  than  he  releafed 
Solyman  from  his  confinement  j and  difmifTed  him 
with  handfome  prefents.  There  appears  to  have 
been  as  much  policy  as  generofity,  at  the  bottom 
of  this  adlon ; which,  rewarding  the  gallantry  of 
an  enemy  of  rank,  was  likely  to  Infure  to  Sadoo 
the  friendfhip  of  the  Turks — an  ^cquifidon  of  no 
fmall  importance  to  the  fuccefs  of  his  defign. 
"When  this  news  arrived  at  Conftantinople,  Soly- 
man was  appointed  pacha  ofBufrahj  and  immedi- 
ately after,  made  a pacha  of  three  tails,  and  nomi- 
nated to  the  combined  governments  of  Bagdad  and 
Bufrah.  .Not  to  fay,  that  merit  feldom  meets  with 
fuch  liberal  encouragement  in  thefe  parts,  the  fac^ 
is,  that  Solyman  owes  this  accumulation  of  honors 
to  the  Englifii  refident  of  Bufrah.  Mr.  Latouche 
had  tried  this  Turk,  and  found  him  attached  to  our 
interefts.  Through  his  application  to  the  Britifh 
ambalTador  at  the  Porte,  he  was  placed  in  the  fitua- 
tion  we  had  found  him.  And  to  fliew  his  more 
immediate  dependence  on  the  favor  of  the  Englilh, 
the  grand  vizier  did  conful  Abbott  the  honor,  to 
make  him  the  channel  of  conveying  the  horfe-tails 
to  the  pacha.  This  connexion  was'  one  induce- 
ment for  our  preferring  this  route;  as, 'in  cafe  of 
obftacles,  we  ti'ufted  to  the  pacha’s  affiftance,  in 
forwarding  us  down  theTygris;  which,  though  a 
more  direift  communication,  had  been,  for  years, 
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but  little  navigated  by  travellers,  in  comparlfon 
with  the  Euphrates  ; and  was,  confequently,  but  im- 
perfectly known  to  geographers. 

The  firft  ftep  of  Solyman,  after  his  eftabliflament 
at  Bagdad,  was  to  attack  the  Ghuzzal  Arabs,  w'ho 
inhabit  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  from  Semowa  to 
Hilla  ; and,  by  their  depredations,  had  rendered  the 
palTage  unfafe.  For  this  purpofe  he  colleCled  a 
force,  confiding  of  4,000  janizaries,  and  6,000 
Arabs,  and  marched  againd  them.  The  Ghuzzals 
retired  into  their  fwamps  ; and  depending  on  their 
inacceffible  fituation,  fet  his  arms  at  defiance.  When 
Solyman  perceived,  that  much  time  and  many  lives 
would  be  lod,  in  driving  them  from  their  fadnefibs, 
he  adopted  a meafure,  that  decided  the  conted 
without  drawing  a fword;  and  in  its  magnitude 
and  fplendor  perhaps  rivals  the  mod  celebrated 
achievements  of  pad  ages.  Ele  put  fome  thoufands 
of  hands  at  work,  in  cutting  a channel  for  the 
river,  oppofite  tlie  fwamps  ; and  by  turning  the 
dream  into  this  new  courfe,  he  propofed  to  drain 
the  places,  to  which  the  Ghuzzals  had  retreated. 
The  novelty  of  the  enterprize  druck  thefe  people 
with  furprize ; as  the  idea  of  being  forfaken  by  the 
waters,  on  which  they  reded  their  fecurity,  impreded 
them  with  fiich  terror,  that  they  quickly  profFered 
terms,  to  which  the  pacha  acceded.  In  the  aflTurance 
of  a complete  revenge  on  thefe  powerful  robbers, 
he  would,  at  fird,  be  contented,  with  nothing,  but 
the  heads  of  the  Arab  chiefs  j but  when  he 
weighed  the  confequences  of  driving  fuch  a multi- 
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tude  to  defpair,  he  relented  of  his  feverity,  and  par-- 
doned  the  tribe,  at  the  price  of  700  purfes,  or 
350,000  piaftres*,  together  with  fome  thoufands  of 
camels,  oxen,  and  fheep.  The  caftle-guns  fired 
on  the  15th,  on  the  confirmation  of  this  fignal  in- 
telligence ; and  the  pacha,  is  faid,  to  be  on  his  re- 
turn to  this  capital.  Such  is  the  man,  to  whom 
this  country,  and  thofe  who  are  obliged  to  travel 
through  it,  look  up  for  proteftion  and  relief ; and 
were  it  not  for  the  fingular  inftability  of  power  un- 
der the  Turkifh  government,  their  moft  fanguine 
expedlations  might  be  anfwered. 

The  I'udden  rife  of  the  Tygris  cut  off  the  pof- 
fibility  of  our  departure,  agreeably  to  the  contradt 
of  our  boat-mafler.  From  every  account,  our 
voyage  would  be  attended  with  infinite  danger,  at  a 
time,  when  the  bed  of  the  river  is  confounded  with 
the  adjacent  low  country,  and  no  water-marks  ap- 
pear to  guide  a vefifel  in  the  proper  channel.  Were 
the  banks  planted  with  dates  by  the  cultivators 
of  the  land,  this  inconvenience  would  be  avoided. 
Thele  trees  delight  in  a inoift  foil,  and  would  prove 
the  befl;  marks  for  the  navigator,  during  thefe  peri- 
odical inundations.  But  allowing,  that  the  enter- 
prizing  fpirit  of  the  prefent  pacha,  might  lead  one 
to  look  for  fomething  out  of  the  common  road 
during  his  adminiftration  j while  the  whole  terri- 
tory, between  Bagdad  and  Bufrah,  is  in  the  hands 
of  contending  hordes  of  Arabs,  it  is  not  likely,  that 


* £.  40,000.  fterling. 


SUPPLEMENT.  343 

any  ufeful  or  ornamental  projefts  fhould  be  carried 
into  execution. 

To  amuTe  ourfelves  during  this  untoward  deten- 
tion, on  the  1 9_th  April  we  fpent  the  day  at  the  gar- 
dens of  the  filler  of  the  late  Omar  Pacha,  which  we 
had  before  vifited.  This  lady  has  confiderable 
pofTclTions  here,  and  her  party  was  fufficient,  during 
the  late  commotions,  to  prevent  one  pacha  taking 
polTelfion  of  Bagdad,  who  was  inimical  to  her. 
Solyman,  it  feems,  made  her  confiderable  prefents 
on  his  nomination  to  this  government ; and  it  is 
fufpedled,  that  his  return  to  Bagdad,  is  haftened  by 
his  defire,  to  put  it  out  of  her  power  to  molell 
him.  Two  modes  are  fpoken  of,  to  adjufl;  this 
important  matter ; either,  by  her  marriage  with 
the  pacha,  or  her  decapitation  i This  is  a llrange 
alternative  j and  fo  unfuitable  to  the  general  cha- 
ra6ter  of  Solyman,  that,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  his  gal- 
lantry will  get  the  better  of  his  ambition  on  this 
occafion.  As  we  rode  through  the  city-gate,  the 
guns  announced  the  arrival  of  the  pacha.  A little 
lime,  therefore,  will  decide  the  fafl. 

We  were  met  at  the  gardens  by  the  miflionaries, 
and  fome  Armenian  friends  of  our  hoft.  The  day 
paired  awav  very  agreeably.  Wild  and  iiTegular 
as  thefe  gardens  arc,  I know  not,  if  I was  ever 
ftruck  with  more  agreeable  fenfations,  than  on  en- 
tering them.  A thick  cover  of  the  orange,  al- 
mond and  mulberry,  defends  the  walks  from  the 
rays  of  the  fun  j while  innumerable  channels  of 
water,  brought  from  the  Tygris,  and  conveyed  to 
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every  part  of  the  plantation,  throws  2l  fraicheur  into 
the  atmofphere,  that  would  revive  a dying  perfon. 
We  ranged  about  this  wildernefs  with  infinite  plea- 
fure  and  could  not  flir  a ftep,  without  brufhing 
off  the  furrounding  bloflbms ; which  fell  before  us, 
and  returned  an  odour  from  the  prefiure  of  the 
foot.  The  borders  were  lined  with  rofe-trees, 
which  were  beginning  to  bud,  and  to  invite  the 
hand.  Nor  ftatutes,  nor  fountains  nor  viftos, 
were  here,  to  aftonifh  by  their  grandeur  or  tafte. 
Nature,  fimple  and  unadorned,  was  the  difpofer  of 
thefe  lhades  j where  the  naids,  vifible  to  imagina- 
tion alone,  condufled  the  chryftal  rills,  to  improve 
the  treafures  of  the  Eaftern  Pomona. 

On  our  return  to  the  city  we  obferved  the  ftreets 
to  fwarm  with  the  attendants  of  the  pacha.  They 
had  attempted  to  join  the  bridge  of  boats,  for  the 
readier  pafiage  of  his  army ; but  the  force  of  the 
current  had  quickly  broken  it.  The  pacha  and 
his  women  came  acrofs  in  an  handfome  barge,  co- 
vered with  fcarlet  cloth  ; which  had  been  waiting 
fome  days  for  him  on  the  weftern  bank.  We  had 
received  feveral  vifits  and  many  proffers  of  fervice 
from  the  cafhier  of  the  pacha.  On  underftanding 
we  had  letters  and  a prefent  for  his  mailer,  he  very 
politely  fupplied  his  place,  and  accompanied  us 
about  the  city  and  environs.  The  cafhier  is  a Jew 
of  Aleppo,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  cufloms 
and  influence  of  Europeans.  He  had  been  much 
againfl  the  idea  of  our  departure,  before  the  pacha 
had  feen  us  i and  as  accident  had  detained  us,  we 
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were  under  many  fears,  that  a vifit  of  this  nature 
would  be  attended  with  further  delay.  The  wa- 
ters had  abated,  and  before  the  pacha’s  arrival  we 
had  embarked  our  baggage,  and  obtained  the  maf- 
ter’s  promife  to  fail  on  the  21ft.  We  had  fome 
difficulty  in  perfuading  Mr.  Maroot  to  take  charge 
of  the  letter,  and  a bale  of  Latichea  tobacco — the 
choiceft  growth  in  Turkey — for  the  pacha,  whofe 
difpleafure  at  our  unceremonious  departure  he  pre- 
didledj  and,  we  heard  afterwards,  not  without  rea- 
fon.  But  the  urgency  of  our  bufinefs  would  not 
admit  of  our  making  an  unnecefl^ry  facrifice  to 
etiquette ; efpeclally,  when  we  left  behind  us  the 
prefent,  which  is  the  principal  recommendation  to 
an  Oriental  of  a vlfit  of  this  nature.  We  took 
the  opportunity  of  embarking  on  the  night  of  the 
Mahometan  fabbath,  as  the  boat  was  at  anchor  near 
our  habitation,  and  the  ftreets  were  lefs  thronged 
with  obfervers,  to  report  our  motions.  I cannot 
leave  Bagdad  without  obfervlng,  that  the  markets 
afford  abundance  of  fiffi,  fleffi,  poultry  and  game, 
and  a variety  of  vegetables  and  fruit;  to  which  may 
be  added,  quantities  of  honey  from  the  mountains 
of  Turcomania;  which.  In  its  flavor  and  whole- 
fomenefs,  comes  into  competition  with  tlie  celebraN 
cd  honey  of  Arabia  Felix, 
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JOURNAL  OF  THE  BOAT 
S O L Y M A N 

/ 

FROM  UAGDAD  TO  BUSRAH, 

»OWN  THE  RIVER  TYGRIS  OR  DIGELAH. 


SATURDAY,  -ift  April. 

W E obtained  no  other  advantage  by  coming 
aboard  lafl:  night,  than  being  at  hand  to  infift  on 
our  moving  this  mcrning.  With  fome  difRciilty 
we  got  the  mariners  to  pu(h  the  boat  from  the 
ftiore  at  feven  o’clock,  when  we  began  to  fall  down 
the  ftream  at  the  rare  of  five  miles  an  hour.  The 
current  was  affifled  by  twelve  fweeps,  which  the  boat 
carries ; but,  confidering  her  length  and  bulk,  and 
' — notwithftanding  our  having  freighted  her — that 
there  are  no  lefs  than  feventy  perfons  aboard,  reckon- 
ing the  crew,  extra  pafiengers,  and  ourfelves  and 
fervants — fire  might  have  been  better  provided 
in  this  refpcft.  But  as  every  man  carries  arms  in 
this  country,  we  are  told,  that  numbers  add  to  our 
fecurity ; to  render  which  more  effectual,  w^e  are 
provided  with  a fmall  cannon  in  the  prow,  to 
intimidate  the  tribes  of  Arabs  through  whom  we 
are  to  pafs.  This  mode  of  carrying  cannon,  has 
been  found  very  advantageous  to  the  grand  cara- 
van. 
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van,  that  crolfes  the  Great  Defart ; which,  on  ac- 
count of  its  valuable  lading,  was  liable  to  be  at- 
tacked by  confederate  tribes,  who  have  been  check- 
ed entirely  by  the  terror  of  this  novel  inftrument  of 
deftrudlion.  The  gardens  below  Bagdad  afforded 
a pleafing  fcene,  as  we  glided  along.  The  river  at 
Bagdad  runs  from  N.  W.  by  N.  to  S.  E.  by  S. 
and  continues  for  fome  miles,  in  the  fame  direc- 
tion. I truft,  that  J fliall  not  be  held,  as  too  mi- 
nute in  my  account  of  the  windings  of  the  Tygris, 
and  the  different  tribes  that  inhabit  its  banks.  A 
correct  ftatement  of  thefe  paiticulars,  from  Bagdad 
to  Coornu  on  the  conflux  of  the  two  rivers,  feems 
to  be  a defideratiim  of  great  confequence  to  the 
man  of  fcience,  as  well  as  to  the  traveller  j and  the 
refolution  to  fupply  it,  to  the  beft  of  the  author’s 
flciil,  will  not  experience  an  unfavorable  reception 
from  the  public.  It  may  not  be  unufeful  to  pre- 
mife,  that,  befifles  the  benefit,  which  this  under- 
taking muft  have  experienced,  from  the  affiftance 
of  fo  large  a company,  it  had  the  uncommon  op- 
portunity of  profiting  by  Dr.  Freer’s  acquaintance 
with  the  Arabic  etymology,  in  its  defeription  of 
the  proper  names  that  occur.  At  half  paft  eight 
the  tower  of  Nimrod  bore  N.  W.  At  nine  we 
paffed  the  village  of  Maluick  II  Saib,  on  the  eaft- 
ern  bank,  inhabited  by  Goordeens,  a race  of  wan- 
dering mountaineers.  The  river  here  deferibes  a 
femicircle,  of  fome  extent,  to  the  eaftward,  where 
the  banks  begin  to  have  a lefs  fertile  appearance : 
the  want  of  trees  was  too  vifible  in  the  profpedl. 
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Our  courfe  now  turned  due  S.  At  eleven  A.  M. 
our  people  fuddenly  run  the  boat  afhore,  and,  on 
our  demanding  the  reafon,  we  found  the  pilot  was 
not  yet  aboard,  nor  meant  to  be  with  us  before 
fun-fet.  He  had  given  us  the  flip  at  Bagdad  5 nor 
were  we  a little  out  of  humor  at  this  unexpefled 
delay.  This  place  is  called  Curara  in  Arabic,  and 
Bntulab  in  Turkifh,  and  by  our  reckoning  is  20 
miles  from  Bagdad  j though  w^e  have  the  minaiets 
full  in  fight,  and  cannot  be  half  the  diftance  in  a 
direft  line. 

The  pilot  came  aboard  before  fun-fet  in  a fmall 
boat,  charged  with  fomc  additional  paffengers  and 
goods.  To  our  mortification  we  find,  he  does  not 
mean  to  fail  before  day-break  to-morrow,  on  ac- 
count of  the  difficulties  of  the  navigation  in  the 
dark.  We  retired,  therefore,  to  our  carpets,  which 
were  fpread  on  the  cabbins  for  us,  of  which  we 
have  two,  which  occupy  the  ftern  of  the  veflek 
One  of  the  cabbins  being  even  v.^ith  the  lower 
deck,  and  the  other,  more  pleafant  and  airy,  raifed 
by  our  dcfire,  on  the  upper  one. 


SUNDAY,  22d  April. 

From  fome  difficulty  in  ftowfing  the  frefh  goods, 
we  did  not  pufh  from  fhore  before  half  paft 
five  this  morning]  the  fmall  boat,  called  a muf- 
hook,  in  company.  We  coafted  the  eaftern  bank 
iHitil  feven  o’clock,  when  we  pafTed  the  mouth  of 
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the  river  Dialla,  which,  rifing  in  the  PTamerine 
mountains,  about  a degree  to  the  north  of  Bagdad, 
and  falling  into  the  Tygris  in  the  latitude  of  33® 
10'  N,  brings  down  molt  of  the  fewel,  with  which 
that  city  is  Jupplied.  This  is,  in  all  probability, 
the  Zabatus  of  Xenophon,  on  whofe  banks  the 
Greeks  halted,  according  to  his  account,  to  nego- 
tiate with  the  Perfian  general,  TifTaphernes  ; and 
where,  by  his  treachery,  Clearchus  and  four  of  the 
principal  Greek  officers,  were  cut  off  in  fight  of 
their  troops  ! 

The  ruins  of  a place,  called  Kiffer,  are  fituated 
two  miles  up  this  ftream.  The  banks  are  here  co- 
vered with  lentels,  but  quite  bare  of  trees.  At 
half  paft  eight,  we  faw  Tauk  Kifferah,  a ruined 
building,  lying  two  miles  S.  E.  by  E.  of  us  on  the 
eaftern  fnore.  A deferted  village  appeared  in  a 
line  with  us  on  the  oppofite  bank,  which  gives  the 
name  of  Iman  Jaffar  to  the  adjacent  country  on 
both  fides.  The  courfe  of  the  river  to  this  place 
has  been  S.  E.  and  then  S.  W.  At  9 A.  M.  we 
palled  the  village  of  JalFar  Tiar  on  the  weftern 
bank.  Hence  the  river  fweeps  by  the  eaft  to  S.  W, 
At  ten  we  came  up  with  Tauk  Kilferah,  which 
then  bore  S.  S.  E.  To  the  fouth  of  this  building 
appears  a range  of  walls,  broken  in  fome  places, 
v/hich  the  accurate  Mr.  Ives  conceives  to  have  been 
the  remains  of  a large  city.  At  eleven  w'e  palfed 
Barute  Hanah,  fome  powder-mills  (as  their  name 
implies)  on  the  weftern  bank.  Before  noon  we 
anchored  a little  to  the  S.  E.  of  Tauk  Kifferah  ; 
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and  as  the  mariners  meant  to  drefs  their  vi6Iuah 
here  afliore,  we  refolved  to  pay  a vifit  to  this  noted 
ruin. 

'I'auk  Kifferah  lies  about  half  a mile  from  the 
river,  and  as  the  country  had  been  lately  flooded, 
we  had  no  little  trouble  and  fatigue  in  reaching  it. 
Mr.  Ives  has  given  a very  juft  drawing  of  this 
edifice  j except,  that  the  arch  is  not  a fegment  of  a 
true  circle.  This  is  a necelTary  obfervation,  as 
that  traveller  deduces  from  the  architefture,  that  it 
is  of  Grecian  origin ; and  one  of  his  friends  very 
ingenioufly  conjectures,  that  Tauk  or  Ewan  Kif- 
ferah,  is  Cefar’s  arch.  Not  to  fay,  that  KilTar  fig-* 
nifies  a caftle  in  the  Turkifli,  and  a ruin  in  the 
Arabic  tongue,  there  is  not  the  leaft  trace  of  the 
Grecian  architecture  throughout ; efpecially  in  the 
arch,  which  approaches  to  the  elliptic.  Some 
Arabs,  who  live  in  a neighboring  mofque,  inform 
us,  that  Tauk  Kifterah  was  built  by  a king  of  Per- 
fia,  three  hundred  years  before  Mahomet.  That 
this  king  was  a Perfu,  or  worfhipper  of  fire,  and  by 
tradition,  reigned  with  great  reputation.  But  to 
wave  thefe  unprofitable  refearches,  the  boldnefs  and 
magnitude  of  this  arch — which,  by  our  rough  mea- 
furement,  is  one  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long,  by 
feventy-five  broad,  and  ninety  high — and  its  facing 
the  eaft,  render  Ives's  own  conjecture  probable,  that 
it  was  the  remains  of  a temple  of  the  fun.  Be  this 
as  it  may,  there  is  nothing  worth  confideration,  but 
the  infide  of  the  arch,  which  is  cracked  throughout, 
and  a part  of  it  fallen  in.  T auk  Kiflerah  is  fix  hours, 
• * or 
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or  thirty  miles,  from  Curara,  v/hicli  makes  its  dif- 
tance  from  Bagdad  fifty  miles  by  water,  though  Ives 
reckons  it  but  thirty  miles  by  land. 

We  returned  to  our  vefTel  about  i P.  M.  and 
before  two  puflied  from  the  fhore.  The  river 
here  takes  a turn  to  the  eafl,  and  walking  the  fouth 
front  of  the  ruin,  forms  a pe,ninfula  of  the  tra6l  on 
which  it  Hands.  From  the  twilling  and  winding  of 
this  river,  and  the  fluggiflinefs  of  its  current,  in 
comparifon  with  the  Euphrates  or  Nile,  the  Arabs 
might  have  given  it  a more  applicable  term,  than 
Digelah,  a dart,  which  furcly  implies  a diredl  and 
rapid  courle.  We  now  palTed  Bollan,  or  Bollar 
KilTcrah — according  to  the  pronunciation  of  dif- 
ferent Arabs — which  fignify,  either  the  garden  or 
exchange  of  KilTerah  j and  might,  if  determined, 
afcertain  the  nature  of  the  building  we  had  exa- 
mined, from  which  it  is  fituated  upwards  of  a mile. 
From  its  diilance  from  Bagdad  (Seleucia)  and  its 
fituation,  it  is  not  impollible,  that  the  city  of  Ctefi- 
phon  Hood  here.  Between  four  and  five  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  paired  a large  encampment  of  Arabs, 
of  the  tribe  of  Tafafa,  which  in  Englilh,  means  an 
apple.  They  keep  on  the  eaftern  banks  ; and, 
though  profeficd  rogues,,  are  countenanced  by  the 
pacha  of  Bagdad.  At  five  our  mariners  hoilled, 
for  the  firll  time,  a double-reefed  fail,  after  the  ex- 
ample. of  the  mulhook  ahead ; and  furely  no- 
thing, but  bad  example  or  deplorable  ignorance, 
could  have  occafioned  fuch  a manoeuvre  in  calm 
weather.  The  riyer  has  taken  feveral  turns  from 
I E.  to 
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E.  to  W.  and  vke  verja^  within  the  tv/o  laft  hours. 
At  feven  it  turned  due  S.  At  this  reach  it  is  a 
,mile  over.  The  country  on  the  weft  banks  bears 
tlie  name  of  Jebel.  Before  eight  at  night  we  moored 
the  boat  to  the  eaftern  fhore,  which  is  covered  with 
a thicket,  that  the  Arabs  fay,  harbors  lions,  boars 
and  other  wild  beafts.  We  have  been  twelve  hours 
afloat  to  day,  which  by  our  reckoning  brings  us 
fixty  miles  from  Curara,  or  eighty  from  Bag- 
dad. 


MONDAY,  23d  April. 

We  unmoored  at  half  paft  five  this  morning, 
but  getting  into  an  eddy,  were  perplexed  greatly, 
and  loft  half  an  hour  by  the  unikilfulnefs  of  our 
mariners,  before  we  were  difengaged.  The  river 
here  took  a ftiort  turn  to  the  north.  The  wind 
came  from  that  point,  and,  heading  us  with  fome 
violence,  we  fell  down  at  the  rate  only  of  two  miles 
an  hour.  Before  eight,  however,  the  courfe  changed 
to  E.  and  fhortly  after  to  S.  We  took  advan- 
tage of  this  circumftance,  and  hoifting  fail,  made 
up  for  our  former  delay,  by  Rinning  down  at  the 
rate  of  fix  miles  an  hour.  <The  wind  encreafed  to 
fuch  a pitch,  that,  after  many  attempts  to  beat  up 
a fmall  reach,  which  looked  to  the  north,  the  ma- 
riners moored  the  boat  at  9 A.  M.  to  the  eaftern 
bank.  The  diftridt  on  this  fide  is  called  Dower, 
and,  like  the  country  we  have  come  through  from 
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Bagdad,  is  flatj  and  flooded  in  feveral  places.  We 
have  not  come  more^than  ten  miles  from  Jebel. 
This  is  a terrible  delay,  which  we  owe  to  the  ig- 
norance and  indolence  of  our  mariners,  who  rather 
than  labor  at  the  oar  for  a few  hundred  yards,  give 
way  to  the  wind,  which  is  too  ftrong,  for  the  cur- 
rent to  have  any  efFefl  on  the  boat. 

At  half  pad  2 P.  M.  the  wind  having  abated, 
we  unmoored,  and  endeavoured  to  get  on.  In  half 
an  hour  we  were  again  entangled  with  the  lee- 
fhore,  on  which  our  crazy  veflTel  thumped  fo  vio- 
lently, that,  we  apprehended,  the  bitumen  would 
dart  from  the  feams  and  crevices  in  the  w'ork,  and 
admit  a torrent  of  water.  Whoever,  like  us,  had 
feen  the  fkeleton  of  the  veflel  we  were  in,  and 
knew  that  fhe  owed  her  daunchnefs  to  a coat  of 
pitch,  would  not  be  furprized  at  the  idea.  After  a 
mile’s  progrefs  in  this  difagreeable  manner,  we 
found  every  attempt  to  proceed,  inefrecdual.  We 
lay  until  five  o’clock,  water-logged  in  a manner, 
from  the  wind  afling  againd  the  current.  By  the 
fuggedion  of  one  of  our  party,  the  pilot  carried  out 
his  grapnel  into  mid- dream,  and  began  to  pull  the 
boat  towards  it.  About  fix  we  difeovered  a tomb 
on  the  eadern  bank,  called  Tauge  II  Arifin.  We 
obferved  artificial  mounts  throwm  up  between  us 
and  the  tomb,  which,  with  our  glafies,  w^eTound  to 
be  covered  with  broken  bricks,  and  laid  out  in 
garden  plats  — fufficient  indications  of  a ruined 
village.  At  feven  at  night  we  moored  on  the 
eadern  fltore,  nearly  oppofitc  the  rifing  grounds. 
VoL.  II.  A a Owing 
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Owing  to  the  delays  we  met  with,  we  have  not 
gone  more  than  fifteen  miles  to-day ; fo  that  we 
are  ninety-five  miles  from  Bagdad. 


I 

TUESDAY,  24th  April. 

We  were  in  motion  at  five  this  morning,  and 
after  clearing  the  reach,  took  the  benefit  of  a light 
breeze  from  the  north.  At  fix  we  came  oppofite 
the  tomb  we  faw  laft  night,  which  belongs  to  a 
fliaik,  as  Abdul  Azah — who  accompanies  us  to 
Bufrah,  to  receive  the  reft  of  his  contraft  money — 
informs  us.  The  ruined  town  of  Mel  II  Seruche 
faces  it  on  the  weftern  bank.  At  eight  o'clock  we 
came  up  with  an  encampment  of  Arabs,  called 
Ifboid,  on  our  left.  A high  range  of  mountains, 
running  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  were  abreaft  of  us, 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Tygris.  Thefe  moun- 
tains are  at-  the  diftance  of  five  leagues ; and  are  a 
continuation  of  the  Hamerine  mountains  j which, 
beginning  to  the  weft  of  the  Tygris,  are  crofted  by 
that  river  in  the  latitude  of  35°  N.  and  run  into 
Perfia.  On  the  plain  to  our  left,  is  an  eminence, 
called  Jebul  Gortania.  At  9 A.  M.  we  paffed  the 
fame  tribe  of  Ifboid,  on  the  weftern  banks.  They 
occupy  the  whole  territory  in  this  quarter,  on  both 
fides  of  the  river.  The  banks  are  ftill  choaked 
with  underwood,  and  uncultivated  by  the  natives, 
who  are  content  with  fuch  pafturage,  as  the  rich 
foil  affords,  without  toil.  The  river  has  winded 
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from  one  hand  to  the  other,  and  once  looked  to  the 
north,  lince  we  were  under  way  to-da;y.  Between 
ten  and  eleven  we  difcovered  a ruin,  feemingly  of 
a watch-tower,  on  the  eaftern  bank.  The  Arabs 
call  it  Moneah.  At  1 P.  M.  we  came  up  with 
another  tribe  of  Arabs,  named  Sheet  Baughi,  or.  Of 
the  garden  on  the  river.  This  appellation,  and 
that  of  Tafafa,  feem  to  indicate,  the  occupation  of 
thefe  tribes,  to  be  confined  to  the  culture  of  the 
garden.  Thefe  pofiefied  a larger  breed  of  cattle 
than  we  have  yet  met  with.  Our  confort  hauled 
into  fhore,  and  by  the  converfation  the  mariners 
held  with  the  Arabs,  fhewed  them  to  be  on  a 
friendly  footing.  The  river  took  different  direc- 
tions, but  ffiill  foutherly,  from  three  to  fevea 
o’clock  in  the  evening ; when  we  anchored,  for  the 
firfl;  time,  on  the  weftern  bank.  This  diftrift  is 
called  Deboonie,  and  we  fhill  have  the  Ifboid  Arabs 
in  our  neighborhood.  The  Hamerine  mountains 
continue  in  view,  covered  with  fnow,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  latitude  they  are  in.  We  have  gone  four- 
teen hours,  or  feventy  miles  to-day  ; Deboonie  is 
confequently  one  hundred  and  fixty-five  miles  from 
Bagdad. 


WEDNESDAY,  25th  April. 

We  v/ere  unmoored  before  five  this  morning, 
but,  as  ufual,  were  engaged  with  the  lee-ffiore  for 
fome  time.  At  fix,  however,  we  liad  rounded  a 
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reach,  where  the  river  turns  to  the  eafl.  The 
banks  are  ftill  low,  and  covered  with  the  tama- 
rifk  and  liquorice  flirub.  We  leemed  to  ap- 
proach the  Hamerine  mountains,  where  an  inde- 
pendant chief,  called  Mahomed  Khan,  rules  the 
heights  in  this  latitude.  His  followers  are  Gourds, 
who,  renouncing  their  own  country,  pay  a tribute 
to  the  Perfian  monarch  for  his  proteftion.  The 
Arabs,  inhabiting  the  plains  between  the  mountains 
and  the  Tygris,  are  of  the  tribe  of  Benhillam, 
though  the  banks  are  ftill  pofiefled  by  that  of 
Sheet  Baughi.  At  nine  A.  M.  we  paffed  a rifing 
ground  on  the  Mefopotamia  fide,  near  a point 
called  Ubboforah,  where  we  perceived  numerous 
herds  and  flocks.  Here  thejnatives  attempted  to 
get  off  to  us  on  bladders,  but  the  wind  carried  us 
fo  faft  down  the  current,  that  they  were  difap- 
pointed  of  the  tobacco,  for  which  they  are  always 
clamorous.  On  the  eaftern  or  Cuhiftan  bank, 
ftands  Mumilla,  which,  the  pilot  affures  us,  was 
once  a large  town ; but  the  flatnefs  of  the  country 
prevented  our  obtaining  a fight  of  the  leaft  veftige 
of  habitations.  From  day-break  to  noon,  the  river 
winded  its  courfe  to  right  and  left  alternately, 
fometimes  looking  north  for  a fliort  time,  and  then 
feeking  its  general  direftion  to  S.  E.  At  2 P.  M. 
we  paflcd  another  party  of  the  Ifl3oid  Arabs  3 who 
followed  us  along  the  bank,  and  intreated  us  to 
give  their  wives  and  children  a paffagc  down  th^ 
river,  as  they  were  under  daily  apprehenfions  of  a 
vifit  from  the  pacha,  whom  they  had  offended.  It 
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was  not  in  our  power  to  relieve  thefe  wretches ; for 
their  numbers  alone,  muft  have  occafioned  a deaf 
ear  to  be  lent  to  their  requeft.  The  great  want  of 
navigation  on  this  fine  river,  is  not  t'ne  leaft  of  the 
wonders  we  have  encountered  on  this  journey  j for, 
if  we  except  fome  floats  we  faw  at  Bagdad,  not  a 
bottom  for  the  conveyance  of  palfengers  or  goods 
has  yet  paffed  us.  Thefe  floats,  that  come  from 
Mouful,  have  fomething  ingenious  in  their  con- 
ftrudlion.  A flooring  of  reeds  well-knit  together, 
is  laid  upon  flvins  filled  with  wind,  and  ranged  in 
an  oblong  form.  The  goods  are  placed  on  the 
floor,  and  the  pafiTengers  mount  on  the  top  of  them. 
They  draw  but  little  water;  and  when  the  naviga- 
tion is  impeded  by  rocks,  can  be  eafily  unloaded 
and  lifted  over  a carrying-place.  We  faw  one  ol 
thefe  floats,  which  had  a palTage  of  but  five  days 
from  Mouful  to  Bagdad.  From  3 to  5 P.  M. 
the  country  we  ran  by  to  our  left,  is  called  Jembel 
Bellanie,  and  ftill  inhabited  by  the  tribe  of  Sheet 
Baughi.  The  river  appears  greatly  fwollen  fince 
yefterday,  and  our  progrefs,  confequently,  to  be 
falter.  To  the  right,  there  is  a kind  of  dwart 
trees,  which  make  the  country,  called  Abubekir, 
look  lefs  naked,  but  there  are  no  natives  to  be  feen. 
The  region  on  the  eallcrn  bank,  bears  the  name  of 
Elucefiah.  Our  pilot  here  told  us,  that  lie  meant 
to  go  all  night,  and  defired  us  to  load  our  pieces,  to 
be  ready  for  the  inimical  tribes  we  were  aproach- 
ing.  Before  eight  at  night  we  were  fainted  by 
fome  Arabs  on  the  eallcrn  bank,  who  called  to  us 
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to  take  them  aboard.  On  our  declining  this  mo- 
deft  requeft,  they  began  to  abufe  us,  while  we  were 
yet  in  hearing.  They  were  of  the  tribe  of  Bcnhil- 
lam.  After  having  taken  feveral  turns,  the  river 
here  runs  due  S.  At  eight  we  pafled  the  town  of 
Coote  II  Hamara,  where  the  Benhillam  fhaik  re- 
fides.  Our  pilot  here  ordered  the  cannon  to  be 
fired.  Its  report  produced  no  bad  effeft;  as,  after 
the  common  queftion  from  the  ftrand,  whither  we 
were  bound,  they  were  content  with  learning,  that 
we  were  in  the  pacha’s  fervice,  and  wifhed  us  a 
good  voyage.  Oppofite  this  town — which  is  recr- 
koned  half  way  between  Bagdad  and  Coornu  — 
the  Tygris  divides  itfelf  into  two.  We  took  the 
main  body,  which  turns  eaftward.  The  branch 
that  here  runs  S.  takes  the  name  of  Sheet  II  Hie, 
or  the  ferpentine  river.  It  being  quite  dark,  we 
could  not  perceive  the  remains  of  thofe  walls,, 
which  a Mr.  Elliot — who  faw  them  many  years 
ago  — defcribes,  as  furrounding  a ruined  city  of 
vaft  extent.  After  fitting  upon  deck,  until  the 
pilot  told  us  there  was  nothing  more  to  fear, 
we  went  to  our  beds,  in  hopes  of  Beeping  as 
iifual;  but,  what  with  the  watch-word,  that  was 
continually  bandied  about  by  the  mariners;  the 
frequent  challenges  from  the  banks,  and  the  up- 
roar in  the  veffel,  whenever  fhe  approached  the  lee- 
fhore,  we  foon  found,  the  repofe  we  were  to  expedb. 
would  be  broken  and  unquiet.  But  we  were  pro- 
ceeding on  our  road,  and  this  was  a balm  for  all 
inconveniencies.  The  river  during  the  night  run 
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E.  and  S.  E.  As  we  had  no  fail  up,  and  rowed 
only  at  intervals,  to  keep  ns  in  mid-ftream,  we 
went  no  fafter  than  the  current,  whofe  rate  is  three 
miles  an  hour.  At  midnight,  therefore,  we  had 
gone  nineteen  hours,  which  on  a medium  calcula' 
tion,  has  brought  us  eighty-five  miles,  or  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  from  Bagdad. 


THURSDAY,  26th  April. 

We  were  running  during  the  night  through  a 
country,  which,  on  the  weftern  fide,  is  called  Fila- 
leah,  and  on  the  eafterii,  Mahomed  Huflien. 
From  five  this  morning  to  half  pafl;  fix,  the  river 
turned  more  than  once,  from  one  hand  to  the  other. 
The  diftridl  to  the  weft,  is  here  under  the  com- 
mand of  Shaik  Inefirah  II  Hama,  and  the  Benhil- 
1am  Arabs  ftill  continue  on  the  eaftern  bank.  We 
approached  the  Hamerine  mountains  confiderably, 
and  at  8 A.  M.  were  within  three  leagues  of 
them.  At  10  A.  M.  we  found  the  banks  on  eacli 
fide,  to  be  inhabited  by  the  tribe  of  Benhillam, 
The  country  to  the  weft,  now  takes  the  appellation 
of  II  Jezera,  or  the  ifland,  which  is  formed  by  the 
Euphrates,  Tygris,  and  II  Hie.  This  region, 
which  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  miles  in  length 
by  fixty  in  breadth,  and  is  interfered  by  a thoufand 
ftreams,  that  branch  from  the  greater  rivers  which 
bound  it — is  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  feat 
of  Paradife.  The  difpute,  which  this  idea  has  occa- 
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fioned,  fliall  be  left  to  thofe,  who  hold  it  of  confe- 
quence  to  mankind,  to  know  where  their  firft  pa- 
rents were  created.  For  my  own  part,  I am  con- 
tent to  fee,  that  there  are  no  traces  of  this  delight- 
ful fpot — if  the  happy  fituation  be  excepted — to 
juftify  the  aflertion  : or,  if  I could  adopt  the  opi- 
nion, I fhould  draw  a conclufion  from  it  of  the 
uncertainty  of  human  poffeiTions.  The  garden, 
which  embofomed  the  firft  pair,  is  ftripped  of  itsi 
pride ; and  the  rivers,  which  watered  it,  echo  with 
otl^er  founds  than  thofe  of  gentle  vows.  The  feat 
of  innocence  and  love  was  tainted  by  the  fall,  and 
has  long  been  witnefs  to  fcenes  of  violence  and  luft. 
Could  our  common  parents  re-vifi^  their  once- 
loved  abode,  how  would  they  be  ftartled  at  the 
prefent  face  of  things  ? If  Adam  fighed,  and  Eve 
gave  way  to  feminine  complaints,  on  being  ba- 
nifhed  her  native  foil — fit  haunt  for  gods — exile 
would  be  a pleafmg  fentence  now ! At  1 1 A.  M. 
we  pafled  the  ruins  of  ^ poor  village  on  II  Jezera. 
The  natives  here  are  of  the  tribe  of  Manni  Mai 
Sied  Alhi.  We  faw  another  encampment  of  the 
fame  Arabs  about  two  miles  down  the  ftream.  At 
noon  we  had  confiderably  neared  the  Hamerine 
mountains.  At  3 P.  M.  we  pafled  the  ruined  vil- 
lage of  Surcar.  At  half  paft  four  we  faw  a large, 
encampment  on  the  ifland,  of  the  tribe  of  II 
Guam.  Thefe  Arabs  were  numerous,  and  poflfefled 
a boat,  but  let  us  pafs  unmolefted.  At  fix  in  the 
evening  we  reached  a romantic  fpot  on  the  ifland, 
covered  with  a thick  grove.  On  the  fame  bank 
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was  a tomb,  called  Iman  Gherbie.  The  river 
during  the  day,  has  turned  to  E.  and  W.  alter- 
nately, and  fometimes  looked  to  the  N.  of  E.  but 
its  general  courfe  been  diredled  to  S.  E.  as  ufual. 
At  eight  o’clock  the  pilot  declared  his  intention,  to 
go  on  during  the  night.  We  palled  at  this  time, 
a large  opening  in  tl^e  river  on  the  fide  of  II  Je- 
zera ; which,  the  pilot  tells  us,  joins  the  Sheet  II 
H ie,  before  it  falls  into  the  Euphrates.  This 
branch  takes  the  name  of  Sheet  II  Serute.  The 
country  we  ran  through  during  the  night,  is  Hill 
inhabited  by  the  Benhillam  Arabs  j but  under  a 
chief,  called  Shaik  Ghindil.  It  bears  the  name  of 
Empetief  on  the  ifland.  At  three  in  the  morning 
of  the  zyth,  we  moored  to  the  eaftern  bank,  in 
order  to  give  the  boatmen  fome  repofe,  who  were 
fo  fatigued,  as  to  require  the  pilot’s  whole  atten- 
tion, to  keep  them  to  their  duty.  Neither  was  the 
halt  by  this  time  difagreeable  to  us ; for  to  fay  the 
truth,  we  began  to  be  tired  of  the  conllant  diflrac- 
tion  and  noife,  that  reigned  within  the  boat  and 
alhore,  during  our  nofburnal  navigation.  To  the 
north  of  our  moorings,  at  a quarter  of  a mile’s 
diftance,  is  a tomb  in  a grove,  called  Ally  Sharrie. 
We  have  been  twenty-two  hours  afloat  to-day; 
which,  allowing  for  the  difference  of  going  during 
the  day  and  night,  produce  ninety-eight  miles ; fo 
that  Ally  Sharrie,  by  this  calculation,  is  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles  from  Bagdad. 
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FRIDAY,  27th  April. 

We  found  at  day-break,  that  the  Hamerine 
mountains  had  prefented  a new  face  to  us.  They 
run  from  N.  W.  to  E.  S.  E4  at  this  place.  The 
apprehenfion  of  two  tribes  of  Arabs,  fome  hours 
diftance  ahead,  has  determined  our  pilot  to  remain 
here  during  the  day  ; in  order  that  we  may  pafs  the 
danger,  under  cover  of  the  night.  Thefe  tribes  are 
called  Abul  Mahomed  and  Ufbia,  who  pay  no  tri- 
bute to  the  pacha,  and  exaft  an  heavy  tax  from  all 
boats. 

At  2 P.  M.  we  unmoored,  and  fell  down  the 
ftream.  Both  yellerday  and  to-day  the  banks  have 
afforded  grain,  which  we  had  not  feen  for  fome 
time.  At  half  paft  five  we  paffed  the  tomb  of 
Shaik  Maeloo,  on  the  eaftern  bank.  Oppofite  this 
tomb,  a fmall  river  runs  into  the  ifland.  This  is 
called  Sheet  Mucklet,  and  joins  the  Sheet  II  Hie, 
before  it  falls  into  the  Euphrates.  Several*  en- 
campments of  the  Benhillam  Arabs  appear  on  the 
ifland,  who  are  in  rebellion  to  the  pacha,  and  under 
the  command  of  Shaik  Ghindil.  At  fix  in  the 
evening  we  were  hailed  by  three  horfemen  on  the 
banks,  who  demanded  our  bufinefs.  After  a long 
converfation,  which  was  kept  up  by  their  following 
the  boat,  it  was  agreed,  that  our  launch  fhould  be 
fent  for  the  chief  of  them.  At  feven  o’clock  he 
came  aboard,  and  proved  to  be  die  fon  of  Shaik 
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Ghindil,  who  commands  over  the  feveral  camps  m 
this  quarter.  The  pilot  paffed  us  off  to  this  per- 
Ibnage,  as  fome  of  the  pacha’s  officers,  going  on  his 
bufinefs  to  Bufrah.  The  darknefs  of  the  night, 
and  our  keeping  clofe  to  our  cabbin,  favored  the 
deception.  The  young  ffiaik  told  us,  that  fome 
fliepherds  on  the  high  grounds  having  brought  him 
intelligence,  that  a large  boat  was  lying  by  during 
the  day,  he  immediately  difpatched  a meffenger  to 
his  father,  to  intercept  us ; as  he  fufpe61;ed  our  de- 
fign,  of  endeavoring  to  puffi  by  in  the  night.  This 
fufficiently  proves  the  abfurdity  of  a boat  lying  at 
anchor,  until  the  whole  country  ahead,  is  apprized 
of  its  approach  ! At  eight  at  night  we  paffed  a 
large  boat  on  the  weftern  bank,  near  which  a num- 
ber of  natives  were  affembled.  This  boat,  we  were 
told,  was  laden  with  dates.  At  half,paft  eiglit  the 
pilot  run  us  affiore,  and,  to  our  great  aftonifliment, 
moored  us  faff.  This,  however,  foon  appeared  to 
be  a neceffary  ftep,  towards  fettling  the  bufinefs 
with  Shaik  Ghindil’s  fon.  There  was  much 
wrangling  between  the  young  man  and  the  pilot 
on  this  topic ; nor  is  it  clear  when  it  would  have 
been  adjufted,  had  not  our  linguift,  by  a concerted; 
fcheme  with  the  pilot,  brought  a meffage  to  the 
difputants  — fignifying  our  difpleafure  at  the  delay, 
and  our  refolution  to  proceed,  if  interrupted  any 
longer.  1 le  got  rid  of  him  at  length,  on  paying 
150  Turkiffi  zechins  in  money  and  goods  : I fay 
hCi  becc^ufe  the  pilot  has  contracted  to  difeharge 
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thefe  exaflions  j and,  had  it  not  been  for  a decent 
Sied  we  have  aboard,  whofe  holy  lineage  is  refpefted 
even  by  the  wildeft  Arab,  the  demand  would  have 
been  very  heavy,  if  any  thing  lefs  than  the  whole, 
would  have  contented  the  chief.  At  ten  our  vi- 
fitor  left  us,  and  we  fell  down  the  ftream  again. 
Moving  lights  appeared  in  all  quarters  j and  might 
have  recalled  to  our  minds,  the  fairy  gambols, 
which  are  recorded  on  the  banks  of  the  Tygris,  had 
not  the  aftors,  to  our  knowledge,  been  human,  and 
their  intentions  hoftile.  It  was  evident,  that  the 
countiy  was  alarmed ; and  that  the  fooner  we  were 
out  of  reach  of  this  tribe,  the  better.  But  we  were 
not  to  be  fo  readily  quit  of  our  perfecutors.  The 
wind  had  been  rifing  fince  fun-fet,  and  at  one  in 
' the  morning  of  the  28th,  encreafed  to  a gale,  ac- 
companied with  heavy  rain,  and  the  moft  terrible 
thunder  and  lightning.  This  obliged  our  pilot  to 
come  to  anchor  in  mid-ftream ; and  we  were  ex- 
, pofed  to  all  the  violence  of  the  tempeft  in  our  tem- 
porary cabbin  above.  Our  fituation  at  this  time, 
was  equally  unfafe  and  unpleafant.  Not,  that  in 
extremity,  the  veflel  might  not  be  run  alhore ; but, 
that  we  had  more  to 'apprehend  from  the  natives  in 
fuch  a cafe,  than  from  the  enmity  of  the  elements. 
Happily,  however,  the  gale  abated  at  four  o’clock, 
though  the  wind  continued  ftrong  from  fouth.  We 
were  afloat  but  nine  hours  during  the  laft  day; 
which,  at  a medium,  carried  us  thirty-fix  miles. 
Our  prefent  diftance  from  Bagdad  i?,  therefore, 
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three  hundred  and  feventy-fix  miles.  The  river 
has  winded  as  ufual,  but  ftill  pointed  to  S.  E.  on 
the  whole. 


SATURDAY,  a8th  April. 

We  were  unmoored  at  fix  this  morning,  without 
having  feen  any  of  the  nativ'es-,  whom  the  incle- 
mency of  the  night  had  probably  difperfed.  The 
wind  continues  violent  from  the  fouth,  and  our 
progrcfs  was  not  likely  to  be  facilitated,  by  the  ef- 
forts of  our  mariners.  We  crept  on  flowly  until  nine 
A.  M.  when  we  moored  fall  to  the  eaftern  bank. 
While  we  lay  here,  the  wind  rofe  again  to  a fearful 
pitch.  It  was  fortunate  for  us,  that  the  veffel  did 
not  ftrike  the  lliore,  during  this  agitation  of  the 
water ; as  it  was  but  too  evident  to  the  paflengers, 
that  Ihe  could  not  long  have  refilled  the  fliock.  In 
the  afternoon  we  had  a vifit  from  another  Arabian 
chief  in  this  neighborhood.  He  came  with  two  or 
three  horfemen  to  the  oppofite  bank,  and  called  for 
our  launch  to  carry  him  aboard.  This  fiimmons 
was  complied  with  by  the  pilot,  who  alfo  thought 
proper  to  provide  dinner  for  him.  Towards  even- 
ing the  wind  falling,  we  tranlported  the  chief  to  the 
oppofite  Ihore,  though  not  without  the  prelent  he 
expedled,  and  unmoored  again  to  try  our  fortune. 
Our  coiirfe  hitherto  has  been  E.  and  S.  E.  The 
river  here  run  again  to  the  call,  fometiines  looking 
fouth.  I cannot  fay,  that  our  fituation  has  been 
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agreeable  for  the  two  lafl  days,  in  this  bark.  Wc 
creep  on  for  a few  hours  in  the  day,  and  then  lie 
by  until  night  j the  greateft  part  of  which  is  fpent, 
in  ufelefs  endeavors  to  proceed,  and  in  wrangling 
among  the  mariners,  whofe  noife  baniflies  deep. 
We  have  made  fome  attempts  to  put  them  right  in 
their  manoeuvres  j but  neither  reafon  nor  hope  of  re- 
ward, have  any  efFedl  on  a combination  of  ignorance 
and  idlenefs.  We  were  aground  fo  often  in  the 
night,  that  our  progrefs  could  not  exceed  two  miles 
an  hour.  About  two  o’clock  on  the  morning  of 
the  29th,  we  were  alarmed  by  a violent  fhock 
againft  a bank,  accompanied  by  an  hideous  outcry 
amongft  the  mariners,  and  a difcharge  of  muflcetry ! 
— But  on  enquiry  we  found,  it  was  the  pilot’s 
intention  to  halt  where  we  were,  all  night 3 and  that 
our  guard  had  fired  into  the  thicket  alhore,  co  dif- 
perfe  any  Arabs,  that  might  be  on  the  watch  for' 
us.  To  the  N.  W.  of  our  mooring-place  is  a 
grove,  and  the  tomb  of  Haflan  Abu  Mahomet, 
which  lie  on  II  Jezera.  Our  progrefs  has  been  but 
eleven  hours  during  the  laft  twenty-four ; which, 
counting  our  conftant  delays,  could  not  have 
brought  us  more  than  twenty-two  miles.  This 
tomb,  therefore,  is  three  hundred  and  ninety- eight 
miles  from  Bagdad; 
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SUN  DAY,  29th  April, 

We  unmoored  at  eight  this  morning,  but  found 
our  bark  fo  faft  on  the  mud,  that  all  attempts  to 
move  her,  were  fruitlefs.  At  length  by  carrying 
out  her  grapnel,  we  hauled  her  with  fome  trouble, 
into  mid-ftream.  It  was  by  this  time  ten  o’clock, 
Oppofite  us  was  a river  called  Befbofia,  which 
defcends  from  the  Hamerine  mountains  into  the 
Tygris.  The  country  on  that  fide,  is  under  Shaik 
Abdul  Sied.  That  on  the  weftern,  the  Arabs  call 
Ufbia.  At  1 1 A.  M.  we  once  more  got  aflaore  on 
II  Jezera,  in  order  to  wait  for  two  boats  which  were 
coming  up  the  river  with  a fair  wind.  One  of 
them  was  larger  than  our  own  j the  other,  a muf- 
hook,  like  our  confort.  The  large  bark  ran  by  us; 
but  the  mufhook  put  into  fliore,  and  proved  to 
have  the  Sied’s  brother  aboard.  She  has  been 
twenty-two  days  from  Bufrah,  and  brings  advice, 
that  no  EngliHi  ve/Tels  were  there  when  fhe  left  it, 
but  fome  daily  expedled.  This  was  a fort  of 
check  on  our  fafisfadtion ; as  no  expedition  could 
be  enfured  to  us,  in  our  pafTage  from  Bufrah  to  In- 
dia, on  ajny  other  bottom.  At  one  P.  M.  we  un- 
moored, and  fell  down  the  itream.  We  had  not 
proceeded  far,  when  our  rudder  was  damaged,  by 
running  againll  the  bank.  This  brought  us  to  our 
moorings  again  at  two  o’clock,  to  repair  our  rud- 
der, which  to  our  furprize,  has  hitherto  efcaped 
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the  fame  accident.  At  nine  at  night,  the  damage 
having  been  repaired,  we  got  under  fail  with  a fair 
wind  ; but  through  unflcilfulnefs,  the  boat  running 
afliore  once  or  twice,  the  mariners  lowered  the 
fail,  and  we  fell  down  with  the  current,  affifted  by- 
oars.  The  river  has  pointed  to-day  to  S.  E.  fome- 
times  turning  for  awhile,  to  S.  and  S.  W.  At 
midnight  we  had  been  but  five  hours  afloat,  fmee 
we  left  our  moorings  in  the  morning,  which,  on  a 
medium,  have  brought  us  fifteen  miles.  We  are 
therefore  four  hundred  and  thirteen  miles  from 
Bagdad. 


MONDAY,  30th  April. 

The  country  we  ran  through  during  the  night  on 
the  weftern  bank,  takes  the  name  of  Um  II  Bize 
and  Bui  Arabic.  At  five  this  morning  we  paffed 
Sheet  Um  II  Gimmul,  a large  branch  of  the  Ty- 
gris,  which  falls  into  the  Euphrates  not  far  above 
the  conflux  of  thofe  rivers.  Oppofite  this  branch 
commence  a tribe  of  Arabs,  under  Abul  Mahom- 
med,  a chief,  who  is  at  war  with"  the  pacha,  and  of 
whom  our  pilot  profelfes  to  be  afraid.  This  quar- 
ter produces  great  quantities  of  wild  fowl,  and  herds 
of  wild  hogs,  at  which  we  often  fhot  among  the 
rufhes,  and  once,  as  they  were  crolTing  the  river, 
ahead  of  the  boat.  It  is  remarkable,  that  Turkey 
as  well  as  Indoftan,  is  every  where  ftocked  with 
this  animal  i whofe  flefli,  by  their  laws,  is  prohi- 
bited 
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bited  to  the  natives,  but  eagerly  fought  by  Euro"’ 
peans,  who  prefer  it  to  venifon.  Large  encamp- 
ments of  Arabs  now  appeared  on  the  ifland,  who 
derive  their  name  from  the  Sheet  Um  II  Gimmul, 
near  which  they  refide.  At  half  pafb  8 A.  M.  we 
moored  on  the  eaftern  bank,  in  order  to  parley 
about  a prefent  which  fome  Arabs  alhore  de- 
manded. There  were  fome  tents  here,  and  people, 
armed  with  fpears  and  fwords,  but  no  matchlocks. 
Whether  the  pilot  difcovered  this,  or  that  they 
were  not  the  principals,  he  put  the  boat  off,  and 
ordered  the  launch,  which  was  aground,  to  follow. 
One  of  the  natives  obferving  this,  drew  his  fword, 
^nd  feized  one  of  our  people  5 but  quitted  him  on 
our  guard  firing  fome  mufkets  over  their  heads. 
Thefe  rafh  creatures  had  their  wives  and  children 
about  them,  who  might  have  fuffered  on  this  occa- 
fion,  had  our  mariners  been  carelefs  of  the  event. 
But  I have  obferved,  there  is  a caution  in  their  be- 
havior to  the  Arabs,  which,  I apprehend,  is  dic- 
tated by  a fear  of  the  refentment  of  the  tribes,  to 
which,  by  their  avocation,  they  would  be  con- 
ftantly  expofed.  At  nine  o’clock  we  gained  the 
weftern  bank  ; and  mooring  there,  found  Shaik 
Abul  Mahommed,  the  chief  of  the  tribes  in  this 
neighborhood.  The  money  our  pilot  paid  him, 
was  exadted  as  a tribute ; under  which  denomina- 
tion the  pilots  are  fain  to  confider  it ; in  order  to 
preferve  a communication,  which  the  government 
is  generally  too  weak  or  impolitic  to  accomplifli 
themfelves.  Travellers  may,  indeed,  expedl  better 
VoL.  II.  B b regula- 
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regulations  from  the  wifclom  and  vigor  of  the  pre- 
ferit  pacha  j but  what  liability,  after  all,  could  be 
cxpeifled  from'  them  ? 

Having  finlflied  this  bufinefs,  at  1 1 A.  M.  we  un- 
moored, and  fell  down  the  dream.  About  noon, 
we  moored  again  on  the  wedern  bank.  Here  we 
found  another  chief,  who  came  to  the  pilot  for  his 
prefent.  At  3 P.  M,  we  were  once  more  afloat. 
Between  four  and  five  we  palTed  fome  confiderable 
mounds  on  the  bank  of  II  Jezera,  which  appear  to 
have  been  thrown  up,  to  guard  the  interior  fpace 
from  the  ededs  of  the  inundations.  This  notion 
is  confirmed  by  our  pilot,  who  fays,  they  are  the 
ruins  of  Dervifliie,  a famous  city ; which  alfo 
gives  name  to  a fmall  river,  to  the  fouthward  of 
the  place,  which  connedls  the  Tygris  and  Eu-^ 
phrates.  The  confiderable  branches  from  the  Ty- 
gris, fince  our  departure  from  Bagdad,  and  its  level 
courfe,  have  reduced  it  here  to  an  inconfiderable,  : 
placid  dream,  not  more  than  three  hundred  yards  ' 

acrofs.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  we  pafied  an  Arab  ] 

encampment,  under  Abul  Mahommed.  They  j 
were  poirefiTed  of  three  or  four  boats ; but  permit-  j 
ted  us  to  pafs  quietly.  They  even  furnifhed  us 
with  fame  milk,  which  our  launch  brought  aboard., 

The  river  during  the  lad  twenty-four  hours  has 
taken  fome  confiderable  turns,  but  pointed  as  ufual, 
to  S.  E.  At  midnight  we  had  come  nineteen 
hours,  on  a medium  forty- feven  miles  from  Um 
II  Bize ; which  encreafes  our  didance  from  Bag- 
dad to  four  hundred  and  fixty  miles. 

TUESDAY,  i 
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TUESDAY,  ift  May. 

At  two  this  morning,  we  pafled  a much  larger 
lencampment  on  the  weftern  fide,  where  there  were 
no  lefis  than  fifteen  or  twenty  boats.  Our  mariners 
were  auk  ward  enough  to  run  us  afliore  among 
them  j and  had  the  natives  been  fo  difpofed,  they 
might  have  boarded  us  unexpedledly.  The  Arabs 
on  the  oppofite  bank,  are  under  Abdul  Ally.  We 
continued  to  fall  down  the  ftream  until  five,  when 
we  came  up  vfith  the  fort  of  U1  Uzeer  on  II  Je- 
zera.  Our  courfe  had  been  nearly  E.  by  S.  fince 
midnight.  Here  we  flopped  juft  to  take  fome 
paffengers  aboard,  and  frefh  milk.  At  feven  we 
pafiTed  a tomb  on  the  weftern  bank,  called  Shaik 
Abbas,  and  the  tribe  of  Eenorie  Malik.  The  river 
here  took  a turn  due  fouth.  At  eight  both  banks 
were  pofiefTed  by  the  Madan  Arabs.  At  lo  A.  M. 
we  faw  a tomb,  which  is  called  U1  Muckroom,  on 
II  Jezera.  At  noon  we  came  up  with  the  mouth 
of  the  Sheet  Jaffiar  on  our  left,  which  falls  into  the 
Tygris  here.  At  2 P.  M.  we  pafifcd  the  ruined 
town  of  Coot  Subar  on  II  Jezera.  The  river  had 
taken  a S.  W.  direftion  from  U1  Muckroom  to 
Coot  Subar.  Hence  the  Tygris  runs  diredft  S. 
to  meet  the  Euphrates,  whom  we  now  perceive  at  a 
fiiort  diftance,  bending  eaftward.  At  three  o’clock 
we  anchored  at  Coorna,  which  we  had  feen  for  fome 
hours.  Since  midnight  v/e  have  gone  fifteen  hours 
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or  forty-five  miles.  The  diftance  of  Coorna  froni 
Bagdad  by  this  calculation,  is  five  hundred  and  five 
miles. 

Coorna  is  in  the  latitude  of  31“  5'  N.  and  being 
fituated  on  the  conflux  of  the  Tygris  and  Eu- 
phrates, could  not  pofTibly  have  been  better  placed, 
for  the  purpofes  of  commerce  orpleafure.  But,  as 
the  unfteadinefs  and  opprelTion  of  the  Turkifli  go- 
vernment have  deprived  it  of  the  firfl:  refource  fo 
the  indolence  and  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  have 
left  them  a naked  territory  and  decayed  town,  un- 
accommodated with  the  conveniences  of  life.  We 
went  afhore  and  took  a view  of  the  place,  ac- 
companied by  a native.  We  furveyed  the  eaftern 
face  next  the  Tygris ; and  then  went  on,  to  gain 
the  fouthern  fide,  which  is  walked  by  the  Euphrates. 
We  palTed  through  ftreets  of  ruined  buildings,  be- 
hind which  appeared  huts,  neatly  conftrufted  of 
reeds,  and  inhabited  by  Arabs,  who  had  fucceeded 
to  the  ancient  polfelTors  of  the  town.  They  were 
civil,  and  very  curious  to  behold  us.  We  faw 
many  orchards  and  date  groves ; and  at  lafl;  gained 
the  S.  W.  baftion  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates, 
where  we  had  an  extenfive  view  of  the  country. 
Here  we  found  the  town  had  been  formerly  de- 
fended by  a double  wall  and  ditch;  the  former  con- 
ftrudted  of  mud,  and  now  mouldering  away ; and 
the  latter,  daily  filling  up.  As  far  as  we  can  judge 
by  the  eye,  the  walls  form  a fquare,  each  face  of 
which  is  about  eight  hundred  yards;  and  from  its 
fituation,  and  communication  with  the  rich  ifland 
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behind  it,  might,  in  any  other  hands,  be  almoft 
rendered  impregnable.  But  the  Turk  overlooks 
thefe  advantages,  and  neither  its  natural  refources 
nor  beauties,  engage  him  to  bellow  a thought  on  it. 
Travellers  differ  in  the  origin  of  Coornaj  but  it 
is  generally  fuppofed,  to  have  been  built  on  the 
fite  of  Apamea.  Whatever  truth  there  may  be  in 
this  fuppofition,  I am  bold  to  hazard  a conjebture, 
which  my  claffical  readers  at  leaft,  may  be  inclined 
to  favor.  Of  Augullus’s  celebrated  expedition  into 
the  Eaft,  Horace  fays. 

Cant  emus  yliigujli  U'opaa 
Cajaris  et  rigidiim  Niphateny 
Medumque  flumen  gentibus  additum 
Vidlisy  minor es  volvere  vortices' ' — 

and  as  the  poet  is  thought  by  the  critics,  to  mean 
the  Euphrates,  by  the  river  of  the  Medes,  and  the 
Tygris,  by  the  Niphates — from  a mountain  of 
which  name  it  rifes — it  is  not  unlikely,  that  Au- 
guftus  reftored  the  fortifications  of  this  place;  in 
order  the  more  effeblually  to  check  the  numerous 
enemies  of  the  Poman  empire  in  this  quarter,  and 
to  teach  thefe  rivers  ‘‘  minores  volvere  vortices.” 

At  Coorna  the  junflion  of  thefe  noble  rivers  is 
effedled.  The  lazy,  muddy  Tygris  mixes,  with 
the  clear  and  rapid  current  of  the  Euphrates,  whole 
courfe  has  been  through  a chalky  foil  and  unequal 
furface.  The  united  ftream  now  takes  the  name 
of  the  Sheet  U1  Arab — the  Pafytigris  of  the  an- 
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tients,  and  the  Obolla  of  the  Perfian  poets — and 
with  encreafed  velocity  feeks  the  Tea.  Though 
Coorna  is  in  the  diftrid  of  an  Arab  Ihaik,  its  fort  is 
commanded  by  a Turkifli  aga.  Both  thefe  officers 
exa6t  duties  from  boats.  Our  pilot  having  paid 
the  demands  on  him,  we  returned  aboard  our  bark. 
The  Seid  here  took  his  leave,  to  repair  to  his  fa- 
mily, who  live  on  the  Euphrates  about  a mile  from 
Coorna.  The  prefence  of  one  of  thefe  people  is 
held  of  importance  to  the  negotiations  with  the 
tribes  on  thefe  rivers.  We  have  reafon  to  be  of 
that  opinion  j and  more  efpecially  myfelf,  who  ex- 
perienced the  friendly  conduft  of  a Seid,  during  my 
journey  through  Egypt.  At  nine  o’clock  at  night 
we  got  under  way,  with  the  cuftom-houfe  officer 
aboard  j who,  out  of  compliment  to  the  Refident  of 
Bufrah,  forbore  to  fearch  our  baggage,  until  our 
arrival  at  that  city.  This  circumilance  befpeaks 
no  little  refpeft  for  the  Britiffi  name ; and  though 
the  man  expe6ts  a more  confiderable  fee  than  ufual,  ’ 
for  his  trouble,  fuch  complaifance  could  not  have 
been  ffiewn  under  a better-regulated  excife.  But 
we  owe  this  attention  to  Mr.  Latouche ; who  has 
the  talent  to  attach  the  natives  to  his  perfon,  as 
well  as  to  command  the  influence  of  the  govern- 
ment, by  his  public  fituation.  We  now  entered  the 
Sheet  U1  Arab,  which  is  twice  the  breadth  of  the 
Tygris,  where  we  found  it  broadeft.  The  tide, 
which  comes  up  to  Coorna,  was  juft  turned  in  our 
favor.  The  depth  and  importance  of  this  river 
may  be  beft  deduced,  from  the  tide  refifting  the 
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current,  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  from  its  mouth.  What  little  wind  was  ftir- 
ring  during  the  night,  blew  diredlly  againft  us,  fo 
that  our  progrefs  was  but  flow.  Our  rowers  like- 
wifc  were  fparing  of  their  afliftance,  fo  that  we  only 
fell  down  with  the  tide.  This,  with  the  oppofition 
of  the  wind,  carried  us  no  fafter  than  three  miles 
an  hour,  fo  that  at  midnight,  we  were  only  nine 
miles  from  Coorna,  or  five  hundred  and  fourteeij 
miles  from  Bagdad. 

O 


From  WEDNESDAY  2d,  to  MONDAY 

7 th  May. 

We  ran  by  feveral  places  during  the  night, 
whofe  names  will  be  found  in  the  map  affixed  to 
this  work.  At  day-break  we  found  the  banks  on 
both  fides  covered  with  date-trees ; which  yield  a 
confiderable  revenue  to  government.  Thefe  groves 
form  a fpacious  avenue,  through  which  vefiels  fail, 
and  give  a beauty  to  thefe  banks,  unknown  to  thofe 
above,  except  in  the  vicinage  of  cajpital  towns. 
When  the  tide  made  againft  us,  a fmall  breeze 
fprang  up  in  our  favor,  and  carried  us  along  the 
fhore.  At  noon  we  faw  Marghill,  the  country  feat 
of  Mr.  Latouche.  Here  we  happily  arrived  at  one 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  a pafilrge  of  eleven 
days  from  Bagdad ; exceptionable,  indeed,  in  fome 
refpedts,  but  far  from  being  unpleafant  on  the 
whole,  if  our  numbers  and  want  of  good  accommo- 
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dation  be  confidered.  Since  midnight  we  have 
gone  thirteen  hours  or  forty  miles,  at  a medium  ; 
which  makes  Bufrali  (fix  miles  from  hence)  fifty-fix 
miles  from  Coorna,  or  five  hundred  and  fixty- 
one  miles  from  Bagdad.  The  river  has  run  S.  E. 
from  Coorna. 

, We  were  received  by  Mr.  Latouche,  with  that 
hofpitality  and  freedom,  for  which  he  is  fo  deferv- 
edly  applauded  by  every  traveller,  who  goes  by  this 
route  to  India.  We  fouhd,  that  as  no  Englifh 
vefiTel  was  there,  he  had  provided  an  Arabian  vef- 
fel,  called  a dow,  to  tranfport  us  and  the  packet  to 
Mufeat,  on  the  coaft  of  Arabia  j where  he  had 
written  to  Bombay  for  a Company’s  cruizer  to 
meet  us.  This  dow  was  to  be  ready  in  the  courfe 
of  a few  days ; which  we  employed  in  amufing 
ourfelves,  as  well  as  we  could,  after  hearing  of  the 
fignal  fucceffes  of  Hyder  Ally  in  the  Carnatic,  and 
the  perilous  fituation  of  the  Company’s  affairs  in 
India ; an  event,  that  in  a manner  precluded  the 
advantages,  which  mufl  otherwife  have  attended  a 
war  with  the  Dutch  in  that  quarter ! Abdul  Azah 
now  took  leave  of  us.  As  a man  of  his  profeffion 
is  of  the  lafl:  moment  to  travellers,  it  is  due  to  all 
parties  to  declare,  that  in  every  refpedf,  he  anfwered 
the  end  of  an  obliging  attendant,  and  a faithful 
guide  to  our  company. 

I fhall  not  take  up  the  readers  time,  with  a par- 
ticular account  of  a city,  fo  well  known  as  Bufrah  ; 
but  it  would  be  as  unpardonable,  to  be  wholly  fi- 
lent  on  the  fubjed, 
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Bufrah  is  fituated  in  30“  30'  of  north  latitude, 
on  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  Sheet  U1  Arab,  and 
about  ninety  miles  from  its  mouth.  It  is  built  in 
a quadrangular  form,  and  is  reckoned  twelve  miles 
in  circumference.  Its  northern  face  looks  towards 
the  river ; and  by  means  of  a creek  which  divides 
it,  the  city  is  interfered  with  canals,  and  abounds 
with  good  water.  The  extent  of  the  walls  renders 
them  difficult  to  be  defended ; and  when  their  ma- 
terials are  confidered,  the  fieges  they  have  fuftained, 
can  fcarcely  be  accounted  for.  Thefe  walls  are 
built  entirely  of  mud  j and  are  neither  Ilrengthened 
with  baftions  nor  outw’orks.  And  yet,  the  famous 
Nadir  Shaw  laid  fiege  to  this  place  for  fome 
^months,  without  making  the  lead:  impreffion ; and 
a few  years  ago,  Sadoo  Khan,  the  Perfian  general, 
fat  down  before  it,  with  an  ar-my  of  forty  thoufand 
men ; and,  notwithftanding  the  city  had  been  juft 
defolated  by  the  plague,  the  fpirit  of  the  garrifon, 
and  their  animofity  towards  the  Perfans —between 
whom  and  the  Turks  a mortal  fchifm  fubfifts— 
enabled  them  to  make  a gallant  ftand,  and  to  ef- 
cape  difgrace,  in  the  furrender  they  made  of  the 
place— as  has  been  related  in  my  account  of  Soly- 
man  Pacha,  who  commanded  on  that  occafion.  It 
will  be  but  doing  juftice  to  this  veteran  to  add,  that 
feveral  breaclies  had  been  effered  in  the  walls,  and 
the  garrifon  were  reduced  to  feed  on  cats  and  dogs, 
before  he  confented  to  the  meafure.  It  was  fuf- 
pefted  by  the  enemy,  that  the  prefence  and  ex- 
ample of  the  Englilli  failory,  greatly  contributed 
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to  the  length  of  the  defence.  However  this  may 
be,  when  the  latter  found  matters  defperate,  they 
thought  fit  to  retreat ; and,  in  a few  armed  galli- 
vats,  forced  a paflage  through  the  Perfian  fleet, 
with  the  lofs  of  one  veflTel  alone  ! In  her  were  two 
gentlemen  aboard,  who  were  fent  prifoners  to  Schi- 
ras ; where  they  were  well  treated  after  all,  and  re- 
Jeafed  by  Sadoo  Khan,  on  his  acceflaon  to  the  throne 
of  Perfia. 

I cannot  refift  ftepping  out  of  my  way  for  a mo- 
ment, to  relate  the  turn,  which  the  contefts  for  the 
throne  of  this  neighboring  kingdom  has  occa- 
fioncd.  It  Teems  that  Fati  Khan  the  'fon  of  Ke- 
rim, though  a minor,  was  proclaimed  king  by  his 
friends,  on  the  death  of  his  father.  This  event  oc- 
cafioned  Sadoo  Khan  to  abandon  the  conqueft:  of 
Bufrah,  in  the  manner  already  obferved.  He 
haftened  to  the  capital,  and  under  fome  pretence, 
for  which  ambition  is  never  at  a lofs,  fliut  up  his 
nephew  in  the  feraglio,  and  alTumed  the  reins  of 
government.  This  fuccefs  awakened  the  envy  of 
Sadoo  Khan’s  fon -in-law,  Moraut  Khan,  who, 
veiling  his  defigns  under  the  mockery  of  juftice, 
publiflied  a manifeflo  at  Ifpahan,  fignifying  his 
deteftation  of  his  father’s  ufurpation,  and  his  re-» 
folution  to  reftore  the  young  prince  to  his  right- 
ful inheritance.  Loyalty  is  not  wanting  in  the 
moft  oppreffed  fliate.  The  fpirit  of  the  nation 
was  roufed  by  diis  publication ; and  Moraut  Khan 
foon  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  men.  A dreadful  retribution  was  an- 
nounced 
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nounced  to  the  world  by  this  oppofition.  The 
violator  of  his  nephew’s  title,  was  on  the  point  of 
being  attacked  by  the  hiifband  of  his  favorite 
daughter ! But,  intoxicated  witli  his  good  fortune, 
ivloraut  prefently  deftroyed  the  fabric  he  had 
raifcd.  Inftead  of  marching  to  crulh  his  rival, 
who  lay  with  an  inconfiderable  force  at  Schiras,  and 
at  once  to  reftore  the  true  heir,  he  forgot  his  origi-> 
nal  profeflions,  and  began  to  liTiie  phirmaunds  in  his 
own  name,  and  to  exercife  all  the  fundtions  of  roy- 
alty. His  hypocrify  and  folly  met  with  their  re- 
ward. The  difcovery  of  his  views  was  followed  by 
a defertion  of  his  numerous  troops  j and  he  remains 
in  a critical  fituation  at  Ifpahan,  accompanied  by  a 
few  adherents,  and  fupported  by  his  exadlions  from 
the  merchants  there  ; while  Sadoo  Khan  is  the  fo- 
vereign  in  all  refpedfs,  in  pofTelTion  of  the  treafury 
and  of  a well-appointed  army.  Nothing  but  the 
avarice  of  the  old  man  prevents  the  decifion  of  the 
conteft.  He  talks  daily  of  iTiarching  to  Ifpahan  j 
but  is  averfe  to  the  opening  of  his  coffers,  and  the 
diflribution  of  his  largeifes,  which  the  foldiery  of  all 
countries  naturally  expedt,  on  occafions  of  rebellion 
and  treafon. 

In  our  ride  from  Marghill  to  Eufrah,  we  obr 
ferved  with  concern,  the  deftrudtion  of  the  gardens 
and  houfes,  which  extended  between  thofe  places, 
on  the  banks  of  the  river.  Within  two  miles  of 
Bufrah  we  came  to  a town,  which  the  Perfians  had 
built  for  themfelves,  during  the  fiege.  It  was  of 
confiderable  fize,  for  fuch  a purpofej  fortihed  with 
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a wall,  and  furrounded  by  a ditch  : but  the  mate- 
rials being  of  mud,  they  arc  already  in  a ruinous 
Rate,  and  do  not  promife  to  commemorate  the  ac- 
tion. Bufrah  itfelf,  though  the  principal  mart  of 
the  Turks  on  this  fide,  is  not  in  a much  more  flou- 
rifiiing  condition.  There  is  fcarcely  a houfe,  that 
does  not  exhibit  the  traces  of  ruin ; and,  in  truth, 
nothing,  but  the  expeftations  which  are  formed  of 
Solvman  Pacha,  could  have  brought  back  the  in- 
habitants to  their  wretched  dwellings.  The  creek 
I fpoke  of,  is  a great  addition  to  the  beauty  and 
cleanlincfs  of  the  city.  The  Englilli  fa6lory  is  fi- 
tuated  on  it ; and  were  a quay  to  be  built  to  con- 
fine the  channel,  I know  not  a city,  which  could 
fhew  a more  handfome  or  ufeful  canal.  From  the 
faftory  alone  to  the  river,  the  creek  is  two  miles  in 
length,  and  rifes  and  falls  with  the  tide  of  the  river. 
The  banks  are  cultivated  as  gardens,  and  are  faid 
to  be  very  produftive.  The  general  reputation  of 
the  climate  of  Bufrah  has  been  long  afcertained. 
The  nitrous  quality  of  the  foil,  and  the  excelTive 
'heats  of  the  fummer  months,  are  notorious.  But  it 
is  pofTible,  that  a change  might  be  effe6led  in  points 
of  fuch  moment  to  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants. 
Were  the  furrounding  marflies  to  be  drained,  and 
the  ftreets  to  be  widened,  for  a freer  circulation  of 
air,  with  fuch  a command  of  water,  as  the  creek  af- 
fords, and  fuch  an  inducement  to  cleanlinefs,  there 
is  little  doubt,  but  as  favorable  an  alteration  might 
be  produced  in  the  atmofphere  of  Bufrah,  as  has 
taken  place  in  that  of  Calcutta  within  my  own  ob- 
4 fervation. 
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fer\’’atlon.  But  thefe  ideas  are  more  fpeciilative, 
than  reducible  to  praftice,  under  a government 
like  this.  The  philanthropift,  whofe  vifions  pre- 
fent  him  with  a fubftantial  ground,  on  which  he 
may  rear  an  hypothefis  for  the  benefit  of  mankind, 
too  often  experiences  the  fite  of  the  traveller,  who 
ventures  on  the  treacherous  furface  of  the  waters  in  > 
low  latitudes,  without  adverting  to  the  genius  of 
the  climate,  and  its  imperfedl  powers  of  congela- 
tion. 

On  Monday  yth  May,  the  dow  being  prepared 
for  our  voyage  to  Mufeat,  we  dined  at  the  fadlory 
in  the  city,  and  in  the  evening  went  aboard,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Latouche  and  our  friends,  from 
the  majority  of  whom  Mr.  Smyth  and  I were  now 
to  be  feparated.  The  bark  which  was  engaged, 
could  fcarcely  accommodate  us  and  our  fervants 
and  baggage  j but  Major  Nicol  and  Dr.  Freer 
preferred  to  brave  all  inconveniencies,  rather  than 
lofe  the  expedition,  which  the  charge  of  the  packet 
enfured  us.  Meflrs.  Burke  and  Matcham,  with 
their  company,  were  obliged  to  remain  at  Bufrah, 
for  the  opportunity  of  an  Englifli  veffel,  which  was 
foon  cxpedled.  To  thofe  who  have  been  com- 
pelled to  a feparation  v/ith  an  agreeable  party,  on  an 
undertaking  like  this — before  their  toils  and  perils 
are  compleated,  by  their  arrival  in  the  defired  ha- 
ven— our  m.utual  concern  on  this  occafion,  will  not 
be  unnatural.  But  the  efteem  we  had  conceived, 
for  the  focial  qualities  of  the  gentlemen  above- 
mentioned,  made  us,  at  the  fame  time,  rejoice,  that 

they 
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they  were  left  in  the  houfe  of  our  amiable  hoH:, 
Mr.  Latouche,  frorri  whom  no  one.  however  urgent 
his  vocation,  can  part  without  regret.  At  fix  the 
anchor  was  weighed,  and  our  bark  fell  down  with 
the  tide,  and  a favorable  breeze  from  the  N.  W. 
quarter,  which,  at  this  feafon,  promifes  duration 
fufEcient  to  enfure  a favorable  paffage  to  Mufcat^ 
In  a few  hours  after,  we  met  with  a gallivat,  bound 
frgm  Mufcat  to  Bufrah ; and  found,  to  our  great 
fatisfadtion,  there  were  letters  aboard,  from  the 
captain  of  a Company’s  cruizer  to  Mr.  Latouche, 
advifing  of  his  arrival  at  Mufcat,  for  the  convey^ 
ance  of  our  packet  to  Bombay 

• Should  the  fliccefs  of  our  adventurers  have  interefted  the 
reader,  he  may  not  be  difpleafed  to  learn,  that,  after  a pleafant 
palTage  down  the  gulf  of  Perlia,  they  reached  Mufcat  on  the 
joth  May,  where  they  embarked  on  the  cruizer  in  waiting  for 
them,  and  arrived  at  Bombay  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month. 
Here  the  author  feparated  from  the  companions  of  his  voyage, 
with  whom,  it  is  a debt  which  he  owes  their  merit  to  fay,  he 
had  experienced  a fund  of  fatisfadlion  amidft  the  clalhing  of 
fituations,  far  from  being  agreeable.  From  a detention  in  this 
port,  it  was  the  end  of  June,  before  the  author  reached  Ma- 
dras, his  final  deftination. 


On 


SUPPLEMENT. 


On  the  eve  of  lofins;  the  communication,  which 
no  ocean  has  hitherto  interrupted,  the  clofing  of 
this  packet,  will  be  the  laft  of  my  epiftolary  la- 
bors on  this  expedition.  1 w^ould  paufe  a mo- 
ment, my  H * * * *,  to  recal  my  fcattered 
thoughts,  and  to  vent  tlie  feelings  which  agitate 
me.  while 

“ Still  to  my  love  I tiirn^  with  ceajelejs  •pain. 

And  dragy  at  each  ranovey  a lengthening  chainA 

But  even  the  dreaded  encreafe  of  diftance,  is 
not  without  its  alleviation.  Time  flies  quicker 
than  parted  lovers  fuppofe;  and,  by  drawing 
daily  nearer  the  goal,  fends  their  thoughts  for- 
ward, to  the  completion  of  their  wifhes.  Our 
occupations  are  different,  though  tending  to  the 
fame  end ; and  will,  therefore,  equally  beguile 
the  heavinefs  of  this  neceflary  reparation.  It  is 
your  province,  my  H * "’*  * *,  to  form  our  in- 
fant offspring,  and  to  preferve  yourfelf,  for  the 
participation  of  thofe  comforts,  which  my  duty 
and  affedlion  are  providing  for  you.  Plow  fweet 
the  tafk,  that  is  fo  confonant  to  the  didlates  of 
nature  and  reafon  ! And  how  fortunate  fliall  I ef- 
teem  myfelf,  if  the  pidurc,  which  my  imperfeft 
pen  has  drawn  of  conjugal  obligations,  have  any 
Q effetft 
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effedl  on  times,  but  ill-dlfpofed  to  the  exe^rcifc 
of  them ! To  be  fuccefsful  in  our  literary  j^ur- 
fuits,  produces  the  moft  flattering  of  all  human 
acquifitions  — the  public  tribute  to  the  emana- 
tions of  the  brain.  But  in  the  exercife  of  domeftic 
virtues,  there  is  a triumph,  which  is  enjoyed  in  fl- 
lence,  and  obfcurity  j and  which,  trufting  to  the 
fanftion  of  felf-approbation,  fears  not  the  incon- 
ftancy  of  public  opinion,  or  the  revolutions  of  age?* 
Adieu ! Adieu  I &c.  &c. 

Bufrah,  7th  May  1781. 
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J T was  the  alithor’s  intention  to  have  continued 
the  narrative  of  his  route.  But  finding  little 
that  could  amufe,  and  lefs  that  could  Inform  the 
traveller,  in  a voyage  down  the  Gulf  of  Perfia,  he 
has  been  induced  to  fpare  the  reader  the  trouble  of 
perilling  immaterial  communications.  But  if  a 
greater  ftrefs,  than  It  deferves,  be  not  laid  on  this 
forbearance  by  the  candor  of  the  reader,  it  is  not 
clear,  how  the  attempt  to  fubftitute  fome  occa^ 
fional  poems,  will  be  exeufedw  As  they  were  writ- 
ten, however,  in  the  courfe  of  the  author’s  voyages, 
if  they  can  be  otherwife  forgiven,  they  may^  at 
leaft,  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  fuggefting  the 
complexion  of  his  fortune  to  a public,  who  have 
been  fo  indulgent  to  his  endeavors,  and  fo  deferv- 
ing  of  his  gratitude. 
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ODE  to  the  PERSIAN  GULF. 


Written  during  a Voyage  to  Muscat, 

13th  May  1781. 

i 

Fair  Gulf!  whofe  undulating  wave 
Is  by  the  annual  torrent  fwell’d. 

Which  Tygris  and  Euphrates  pour. 

When  preffing  Eden’s  banks  to  lave, 

. By  ruin^l  Babylon  inripell’d, . 

They  join,  and  hafte  to  kifs  thy  fhore. 

What  tuneful  Ihell  may  found  thy  fame? 

Thy  * Sadi  and  thy  f Hafez  mute. 

And  all  thy  glory  fet  in  duft : 

Yet  fhalt  thou  live  with  :]:  Ammon’s  name3 
A Cyrus  was  thy  golden  fruit. 

And  Zoroafter,  wife  and  juft ! 

Deep  in  thy  rocky  § bofom  laid. 

Quickens  the  embryo  pearl  apace. 

And  tempts  the  diver’s  bold  addrefs  j 
Sudden  to  deck  the  blooming  maid-— 

Hence  beauty  borrows  foreign  grace. 

And  diftant  crouds  thy  fway  confefs. 

^ f Two  eminent  Perfian  poets,  whofe  works  have  been  In- 
troduced to  the  European  world,  by  Sir  William  Jones  and 
Mr.  Richardfon.  ' 

t Nearchus,  the  admiral  of  Alexander  the  Great,  is  re- 
corded to  have  failed  up  the  Gulf  of  Perlia. 

§ The  Bahareen  Iflands,  in  this  gulf,  were  formerly  very  fe* 
inous  for  a pearl-filhery,  which  is  now  neglefted. 

But, 
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But,  nor  thy  once  iinrivai’d  boaft, 

Nor  what  thy  rival  * courts  difpjay. 

Of  Dchli’s  plunder’d  throne  pofTeft  ; 

Nor  Oman’s  bank,  nor  Ormiis’  coaft. 

Are  objects  that  enhance  the  day. 

Which  all  my  fondeft  wiflies  bleft. 

This  day,  propitious  made  by  Love, 

By  Hynaen  fingled  from  the  year. 

Brought  to  my  arms  unfliiling  joy  : 

Still,  from  the  limpid  foiirce  1 prove 
Refin’d  content  and  raptures  dear. 

Which  time  but  purges  of  alloy  1 

Ah  who  can  fortune’s  frowns  foretel ! — 
Thrice  Sol  his  annual  courfe  has  run. 

Since  Hymen  heard  our  plighted  vow  : 

Thefe  waves  remote  unpitying  fwell. 

With  ray  unclouded  fmilcs  the  fun. 

That  view  the  wand’ring  hufband  now  ! 

If  ever  won  by  tales  of  youth. 

Which  whifper’d  artlefs  love  erewhile. 

By  j-Lela’s  brow  or  Bufrah’s  tide  j 
0 ! fpeed  his  courfe,  refpefl  his  truth. 

Who  fceks  in  his  Honoria’s  fmile 
That  peace,  which  lacks  the  world  befide ! 

* Schiras  and  ll'pahan,  in  which  cities  there  are  now  pre- 
tenders to  the  throne  of  Pcrha. 

f A remarkable  mountain  behind  Bufhire,  a port  of  Perfia, 
vvhofe  name  is  Halcla.  The  poets  call  it  Lela ; and  hence, 
perhaps,  the  nymph,  fo  celebrated  by  them. 
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Fair  Gulf!  fo  from  diffenfion  freed. 

Be  wealth  and  foft  repofe  thy  lot ; 

Thy  Ihoals  with  pearly  harvefts  teem : 
Some  warrior  fnatch  the  patriot’s  meed. 
Like  * Nadir  all  thy  fulF’rings  blot. 

And  make  thy  praife  the  Eaftern  theme ! 


ODE  TO  CAPE  COMERIN. 

Written  on  a Vifit  to  that  Place,  on  the 
Birth-day  of  Mrs.  Irwin,  1784. 

Hail  Cape  renown’d  ! from  earliefl;  time 
Promife  of  India’s  favor’d  clime : 

Whofe  lofty  brow,  in  fable  clad. 

Appears,  the  Tailor’s  heart  to  glad. 

He,  vent’ring  from  th’  Arabian  fea, 

Firft  fix’d  his  longing  eyes  on  thee ; 

Thence,  daring  oceans  yet  unknown. 

He  made  the  fpicy  world  his  own  ! 

This  Ifrael  knew,  and  Greece  and  Rome, 

T Liming  the  tide  of  treafure  home  : 

To  Europe  ftill  a trade  confin’d, 

’Till  Gama’s  prow  the  fpell  untwin’d  ! 

* Nadir  Shaw  is  placed  in  this  new  light,  in  the  hiftory  of 
a cotemporary  author,  tranflated  by  Sir  William  Jones. 
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Here  as  I ftandj  and  turn  mine  eyes 
Where  India’s  nnid  divifions  rife ; 

A mountain  maze!  — the  barrier  found 
Of  many  an  hoftile  realm  around  : 

Far  ftretching,  where  its  length  uncoils 
Thro’  various  climes,  and  ftates,  and  foils, 

^Till  feeking  the  Caucaflian  height. 

The  Tartar  fees  the  lines  unite  j 

I turn  — and  Fancy  leads  along. 

To  color  frelh  the  web  of  fong : 

Primeval  fcenes  to  view  are  brought  — • 

T he  hidden  wonders  of  the  * Ghaut ! 

Lo  I gathering  clouds  obfcure  the  Iky, 

Portentous  of  the  deluge  nigh  ! 

Whofe  vapours,  on  thefe  heights  refin’d. 

Shed  annual  plenty  on  mankind. 

What  contrail  breathes  on  either  fide ! 

Here  winter’s  gloom,  there  fummer’s  pride : 

* This  extraordinary  range  of  mountains — which,  running 
from  Cape  Comerin  to  Tartary,  and  dividing  the  peninfula  of 
India  into  nearly  two  equal  parts — takes  the  general  name  of 
the  Ghaut.  This  mountainous  line  has  the  more  extraordinary 
property  of  dividing  the  feafons,  as  well  as  the  foil  of  the  pen- 
infula ; fo  that  when  the  wintry  rains  prevail,  with  the  utmoft 
fury  on  one  coaft,  they  have  not  the  power  of  extending  beyond 
the  limits  which  nature  has  fet  up.  Hence,  there  is  always  a 
reverfe  of  feafons,  to  the  inhabitants  of  thedilferent  fides  of  the 
Ghaut ; the  phenomena  and  beauties  of  which,  have  been  fully 
obferved  on  the  expeditions,  which  the  Britifh  armies  have 
made  into  its  molt  retired  parts,  and  juftify  the  moll  vivid  co- 
loring of  fancy. 
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The  Indians  in  their  lot  rejoice. 

And  of  the  feafons,  take  the  choice. 

Hark  ! what  a din  mine  ear  invades 
The  rtifliing  of  combin’d  cafcades  ! — 

Hide,  Niagara  ! hide  thy  rill. 

While  oceans  dafh  from  hill  to  hill. 

Here  Indus  cleaves  the  mountain’s  fide ! 
Here  Ganges  draws  his  holy  tide ; 

Hence  Kriftna  fpreads  her  lucid  charms. 
And  Coleroon,  his  hundred  arms  ! 

Now  plunge  me  in  the  thickeft  gloom 
Of  forefts,  breathing  wild  perfume : 

The  towering  teak  and  fandal  rare. 
Crown’d  by  the  tenants  blythe  of  air. 

But  far  beyond  the  painted  race. 

The  bird  of  Juno  decks  the  place ; 

In  freedom  here  he  fearlefs  roves. 

His  train,  the  Iris  of  the  groves  ! 

Nor  lefs  a tribe  of  lofty  mien 
And  figure,  dignify  the  fcene : 

The  elephant,  in  amorous  mood. 

Fells,  in  his  courfe,  the  groaning  wood ! 

For  freedom  to  this  wild  retir’d. 

The  brute  with  independence  fir’d; 

Not  fo  fhe  marks  her  favor’d  ifles. 

Where  fpurning  brutes,  on  man  fhe  fmiles ! 


But 
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But  fay — is  that  the  comet’s  glare. 

Portentous,  ftreaming  thro’  the  air  ? 

By  lightning  ftruck,  the  foreft  fires. 

And  high  the  raging  flame  afpires. 

Search’d  by  its  touch,  like  fiends  in  hell. 

The  natives  yield  an  hideous  yell : 

Fierce  tygers  from  their  covert  break ; 

Uprears  his  creft  the  hooded  fnake  ; 

The  fell  hyena  feeks  the  plain. 

And  bears  unwieldy,  growl  their  pain ; 

’Till  fpent,  the  conflagration  dies. 

And  filence  late,  her  balm  applies ! 

Afk  fceptics  what  thefe  conflicts  mean  ? 

In  all  a Providence  is  feen. 

Down  with  the  flood  the  afhes  pour. 

Than  gold,  the  vales  enriching  more. 

From  profpedts  diflant,  dark  and  great. 

Where  nature  rules  in  favage  ftate  j 
Defcend  we  to  her  fcenes  refin’d. 

And  mark  the  progrefs  of  mankind. 

Turn,  memory,  o’er  the  book  of  time. 

And  fay  what  heroes  fought  this  clime. 

Let  Bacchus  and  his  tygers  yield 
To  Ammon’s  laurel’d  fon  the  field. 

Fam’d  land  ! to  war  forbidden  ground. 

Which  gave  the  * Tartar’s  conquefls  bound  ; 

♦ Tamerlane,  or  Timur  Beg. 
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The  Saracen  for  India  figh’d. 

But  fate  this  wifh  alone  deny’d. 

Tho’  bootlefs  many  a daring  plan, 

Fear  fold  thee  to  the  fell  * Afghan  : 

On  Dehli’s  gorgeous  throne  he  flood. 

While  ran  her  ftreets  with  native  blood ! 

Yet  not,  ’till  wreftling  for  the  glebe, 

Perifh’d  the  houfe  of  Aureng-Zebe : 

Whofe  laft  defcendant  holds  his  place 
Precarious,  on  Mahratta  grace  ! 

But  hark ! what  mufic  greets  mine  ear  ? 

What  enfigns  wave  their  emblems  near  I 
With  drum  and  fife  refounds  the  vale. 

And  Britain’s  Union  myriads  hail. 

Ye  nations  ! fwell  th’  enlivening  ftrain. 

For  freedom  follows  in  her  train. 

While,  ftruggling  for  her  orient  throne. 

Pier  might  the  Gaul  and  Belgian  own : 

While,  Hemming  the  confederates’  courfe^ 

This  f barrier  fam’d  her  armies  force  j 
Achieving  heights  untry’d  before. 

To  fcatter  terror  thro’  Myfore : 

* Nadir  Shaw.’ 

t Pallicautcherry,  a ftrong  fort,  and  Important  pafs  into  the 
Myfore  country,  was  taken  by  Colonel  Fullarton  in  December 
1783,  andconjirmed  the  peaceable  fentiments,  which  the  rapid 
and  unexampled  conquefts  of  General  Mathews,  had  firfl  ex- 
cited in  the  breaft  of  Tippoo  Sahib. 
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jFor  you  the  olive-branch  fhe  rears  5 
With  you  enjoys  the  toils  of  years ; 

Prepare  the  wreaths  to  merit  due. 

For  lo  ! her  worthies  rife  to  view  ! 

Firft  Clive,  whofe  genius,  not  in  vain. 

Here,  wondrous,  fix’d  her  fplendid  reign  ; 

To  Laurence  fee  him  ftill  give  place. 

Who  urg’d  his  youth  in  glory’s  race. 

What  fons  of  Neptune,  hand  in  hand. 

Approach,  your  homage  to  command  ? — 

*Tis  Watfon  ! who  here  bought  a grave! 

And  Pococke  ! fortunate  as  brave. 

That  fhade,  who  ftalks  indignant  by. 

And  w'eftward  looks  with  ardent  eye. 

Is  Coote  ! w'ho  grey  in  honor  grown, 

Dy’d,  but  ftill  pants  for  fields  unknown ! 

Thofe  fields,  where  with  a comet’s  force. 

Bold  Mathews  won  his  devious  courfc : 

And  he,  more  favor’d.  Fortune’s  fon. 

The  all-accomplifh’d  Fullarton  ! — — — 

But  foft  — what  airs  their  frefhnefs  breathe. 

What  murmurs  chide  the  waves  beneath  ? 

The  fea-breeze  ! Nature’s  orient  boon, 

To  mitigate  the  feverifh  noon. 

Ah  Ocean  ! ne’er  invok’d  In  vain, 

Tho’  ftorms  defac’d  thy  flattering  plain. 

When  doom’d  th’  Atlantic  to  explore, 

I rounded  firft  CafFraria’s  fhore : 

Or, 
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Or,  tempting  the  Erythean  flood. 

To  Heliopolis  we  flood; 

Tho’  Ihoals  and  rocks  befet  us  round. 

Near  Berenice  refuge  found  — 

If  fhipwreck’d  on  Friuli’s  ftrand, 

I liv’d  to  blefs  thy  pitying  hand ; 

Or,  driven  by  aufpicious  gales, 

Saw  Gaule  hide  the  corfair’s  fails : 

Yet  friend  approv’d  ! with  gracious  ear. 

The  lover’s  warm  petition  hear ; 

And  abfent,  to  his  richer  part 
Convey  the  wifhes  of  his  heart. 

If  on  this  day,  that  woke  to  life 
The  daughter  dear,  and  tender  wife ; 

The  friend  fincere  and  mother  fond. 

To  blefs  my  hopes,  man’s  blifs  beyond  ! — 

My  lov’d  Honoria  feek  thy  bread, 

To  cheer  that  brow,  by  care  depred ; 

To  dring  thofe  nerves*,  by  grief  undrung. 
Sporting  the  filver  waves  among : 

While  Thetis,  fix’d  in  glad  amaze, 

And  nereids  at  the  dranger  gaze  ; 

’Till  cries  each  tenant  of  the  main. 

Our  Venus  is  return’d,  again  ! 

* Alluding  to  her  being  ordered  by  the  phyficians,  to  bathe 
in  the  fea  for  the  recovery  of  her  health,  at  this  time. 

Still, 
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Still,  Ocean  ! fpirits  blythe  impart. 
Redoubled  be  thy  healing  art ; 

With  health,  that  pearl  beyond  compare. 
This  richer  confolation  bear. 

Tell  her,  the  waves  that  round  her  ftrive, 
Frelb  virtue  from  my  tears  derive  j 
The  breezes  bland  that  round  her  blow. 
To  fighs  of  truth  their  fervor  owe. 

And  tell  her,  tliat  from  Nature’s  law 
This  pleafing  inf’rence  iTie  may  draw; 

As  ebbs  and  flows  thy  certain  tide. 

In  ebbing,  was  my  flow  imply’d  ! 

And  thou,  proud  Cape ! inflirin’d  in  air. 
Who  flialt  the  fond  memorial  bear 
To  lateft  time  of  nuptial  truth. 

That  carves  thefe  lines  with  pen  uncouth. 

While,  rifing  o’er  the  furging  tide. 

The  fcaman  hails  his  antient  guide ; 

As  paffes  near  the  bark  below. 

May  wand’ring  love  its  altar  know. 

So,  fliall  thy  fign  the  world  obey  ; 

And  Love  and  Science  blefs  the  ray. 
Which  fheds  foft  comfort  o’er  the  main. 
Where  broods  defpair,  and  tempefts  reign  ! 
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ODE  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Written  2d  January  1786,  at  Sea. 


EE  ! where,  embofom’d  in  the  main. 


O The  tow’ring  Cape  appears, 

Whofe  diftant  afpeft,  not  in  vain, 

Recals  the  lapfe  of  years. 

Full  nineteen  funs  have  run  their  courfe. 

Since  guided  by  impulfive  force. 

This  ftormy  land  was  fafely  paft : 

Alas  ! what  numbers  fhall  relate 
The  changes  of  his  checker’d  fate. 

Who  here  returns  at  laft  ! 

By  love  of  independance  fir’d, 

Indoftan’s  fhores  he  fought  — 

From  * civil  anarchy  retir’d, 

W^ith  knowledge  dearly  bought. 

Ere  half  his  pilgrimage  was  out. 

To  Britain’s  fhores  he  took  his  route. 

Long  where  the  faithlefs  Arab  roves. 

On  Hejaz’  fands,  or  Thebais’  coaft. 

Or  Nilus’  banks,  Egyptia’s  boaft ! 

He  various  mifery  proves. 

* This  alludes  to  the  revolution  in  the  government  of  Fort 
St.  George  in  1776.  What  misfortunes  have  been  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  national  ingratitude  to  Lord  Pigot ! It  would  be 
a painful  though  eafy  talk,  to  trace  the  defolation  of  the  fineft 
country  in  the  world  from  that  meafure.  May  we  amend 
while  we  fay,  “ Hinc  illas  lacrymas  1” 


The 


The  fcene  Is  chang’d  ! — on  Britifli  lands 

Kind  fortune  fmiles  again  j 

For  him  her  brighteft  page  expands. 

And  blots  an  age  of  pain. 

Beauty  applies  her  filken  fnarcs, 

And  Virtue’s  charm  the  conqueft  fliares. 
What  bulwarks  in  his  blifs  combin’d  ! 
When  tendernefs  with  kindnefs  ftrove. 
And  conftancy  with  nuptial  love, 

Th’  ambrofia  of  the  mind  ! 

But  evil  flill  to  good  is  nigh. 

On  pleafure  borders  woe ; 

The  brighteft  day  that  gilds  the  Iky, 

A tranfient  cloud  muft  know. 

The  airy  dome  of  his  defires. 

Than  love  a grofler  bafe  requires. 

O ! baneful  want  of  fordid  gold  I 
Rich  in  affeftion  and  content. 

Why  to  their  loves  did  fate  prefent 
No  A ready  of  old  ? 

But  duty  calls  — the  hufoand  parts 
His  orient  ftore  t’  encreafe  ; 

Again  when  abfence  rends  fuch  hearts. 
Thy  triumphs,  Death  ! ftiall  ceafe 
Strange  lot ! enamor’d  of  retreat. 

Forc’d  into  high  ambition’s  feat. 

To  public  truft,  and  public  care: 

Torn  from  the  mufe,  whole  foothing  fong 
Was  wont  his  raptures  to  prolong, 

His  anxious  thoughts  to  fhare  1 
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’Tis  paft  — the  hard  probation  o’cr,^ 

Secure  he  fpreads  his  fails, 

While,  beaming  from  lerne’s  Iborc, 

His  Cynofure  he  hails  ! 

Nor  yet  a votary  to  gold, 

•To  Av’rice  has  repofe  been  fold  ; 

Pleas’d,  in  the  texture  of  his  fate. 

That  Ihe,  whofe  dear  award  is  fame ! 

To  wealth  prefers  an  honcft  name. 

And  happinefs  to  ftate  ! 

By  all  the  terrors  of  thy  reign  ! 

To  navies  fatal  found, 

W^hen  whirlwinds  fweep  the  fouthern  main. 
And  furges  burft  around  ; 

By  his,  the  * Lufitanian’s  fame  ! 

Who  chang’d  to  Hope  thy  Jiortny  name. 
When,  prelfing  his  advent’rous  fails. 

By  fcience  and  ambition  led, 

He  rounded  firft  thy  fable  head. 

With  favorable  gales ! 

By  all  the  tribes  of  wandering  ghofts. 

Who  haplefs  met  their  doom. 

When  dafh’d  on  thy  inhuman  coafts. 

And  ’fcap’d  a w'atery  tomb. 


Vafca  de  Gama,  the  Portuguefe  navigator  who  firft 
rounded  the  Cape,  or  rather  cfFeftually  rounded  it,  by  his  dif- 
covery  of  the  Eaft  Indies,  anno  1494.. 
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They  ftray’d  forlorn  o’er  defart  fands. 
By  want  to  die,  or  favage  hands  ! 

By  him,  renown’d  as  * Din’s  chief  I 
Who,  here  enduring  many  a death, 
While  fled  his  wife  or  infant’s  breath. 
From  tygers  fought  relief ! 

By  their  fevere,  but  dubious  lot. 

Who  late  thy  vengeance  brav’d. 

If  living,  to  the  world  forgot. 

Or,  but  for  mis’ry,  fav’d  ! 

Amid  the  -J-  Grofvenor’s  deftin’d  crew. 
By  thofe,  to  whom  the  tear  is  due  j 
But  chief,  her  friend  in  earlier  days. 
By  Hofea  and  his  partner  lov’d. 

Who  for  a change  fo  fearful  prov’d. 
The  rnufe  lier  tribute  pays  1 


* Don  Emanuel  de  Souza,  feveral  years  governor  of  DIu, 
a Portuguefe  fettlement  in  India,  where  he  amalTed  immenfe 
wealth.  On  his  return  to  his  native  country,  the  fliip,  in 
which  were  his  lady,  children,  all  his  riches,  and  500  men, 
failors  and  domeftics,  was  dalhed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks  at  the 
Cape  ! For  the  particulars  of  their  fufferings,  vide  notes  to 
Mickle’s  Luhad. 

f The  reader  will  find  this  melancholy  ftory  detailed  by  the 
accurate  pen  of  Mr.  Dalrymple.  It  may  be  only  neceffary  to 
add,  that  the  humane  refearches  of  the  late  governor  of  the 
Cape,  have  been  attended  with  no  fuccefs ; and  that  the  delliny 
of  the  greater  part  of  the  palTengers  and  crew,  is  not  afcer^ 
tained. 
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And,  if  a more  prevailing  fpell 
Thy  marble  bread  require. 

By  * him,  who  made  thy  echoes  fvvell 
The  thunders  of  his  lyre. 

When  round  thy  bafe  by  fortune  driven. 
He  flirin’d  thy  lofty  brow  in  heaven. 
Tybur  and  Peneus  heard  the  found. 
And  Phoebus,  with  the  epic  wreath, 
Whofe  bays  Masonian  incenfe  breathe. 
The  bard  of  Tagus  crown’d  ! 

Proud  Cape  ! if  then  one  poet  more, 
Tho’  of  the  mortal  kind. 

In  notes  infrequent,  hail  thy  fhore. 

May  they  acceptance  find : 

Still  let  thy  f winds  his  canvafs  kifs. 
And  waft  him  to  the  lap  of  blifs. 

So  in  thy  bays  each  fail  be  furl’d  ; 

War  dill  refpeft  thy  friendly  coadi 
And  Belgia,  in  thy  fortune  boad, 

Th’  emporium  of  the  world  1 


* It  is  fcarcely  necefiary  to  mention  the  name  of  Camoens, 
whofe  epic  poem,  on  the  difcovery  of  India,  has  been  intro* 
•duced  to  us,  by  the  channel  of  the  elegant  and  fpirited  mufe  of 
Mickle.  The  Lufiad  may  be  efteemed  a claffic,  by  the  Euro* 
•pean  nations  in  India  ; and  cannot  fail  to  delight  thofe,  who  have 
failed  on  the  feas,  and  explored  the  regions,  it  defcribes. 

t It  Ihould  be  underdood  here,  that  the  year  is  divided  be» 
tween  the  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  winds  at  the  Cape.  On  this  ac- 
count, veflels  lie  in  Table,  or  Falfe  bay — open  to  the  oppofite 
points — as  the  feafoil  ferves.  The  S.  E.  wmd  blows  from  Oc- 
tober to  April. 
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SONNET. 

Written  at  Sea,  off  the  Ifland  of  St.  Helena^ 
ift  Maixh  1786. 

SE  QU  E S T E R ’ D ifle  ! who  from  th’  unfa^ 
thom’d  cells 

Of  fam’d  Atlantei,  lift’d  thy  fpiry  brow  ; 

Whofe  * dove  the  failor  greets  with  olive  bough. 
And,  to  his  ark,  an  Ararat  foretels ; 

Bleft  in  a clime  ferene,  whofe  fons  defpife 
The  lures  of  Av’rice,  and  the  toys  of  Pow’r; 

Still  to  thy  fcenes  fublime  devote  the  hour. 

And,  fchool’d  by  Nature,  are  the  truly  wife. — 
Permit  the  mufe  thy  calm  retreats  to  hail ! 

And,  as  the  paffes,  breathe  a pious  pray’r; 

That  from  ambition  free  and  fordid  care. 

Their  blifs  be  conftant  as  the  tropic  gale : 

Thy  nymphs  to  love  bring  beauties  all  their  own. 
Thy  fons  attachments  ftrong,  to  worldly  ties  un- 
known. 

♦ Alluding  to  the  circumftance,  well  known  to  navigators, 
of  doves  coming  off  to  Veffels,  while  yet  to  windward  of  the 
ifland.  There  is  a bird,  though  not  peculiar  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  whofe  appearance  alfo,  is  a certain  indication  to 
feamen  of  their  being  in  foundings ! — The  tropic  gale,  al- 
luded to  in  the  Sonnet,  is  the  trade-wind,  that  always  blgw* 
from  S.  E.  without  varying  two  points,  in  this  latitude. 
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TubUJhed  for  ].  D O D S L E Y, 
Py  the, Author  of  this  Work. 

Saint  Thomas’s  Mount,  as.  6d- 
Bedukah,  as.  6d. 

Eaftern  Eclogues,  as.  6 d. 

t 

Qccafional  Epiftles,  3 s, 

Ode  to  Robert  Brooke,  Efq;  is.  6d, 
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